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INSIDE …
Called to serve
Two parishioners from MQP are in
formation for the Diaconate.
Pages 8-9

Best Dressed
Some talented seamstresses make
brightly colored dresses for little
girls in Haiti
Page 6
The fruits of
Fleur-de-Fall
It was time to collect on our annual Fleur-de-Fall
fund-raiser when
naming rights
were unveiled at school.
Page 14

ALONG THE WAY

Children carry the cross during outdoor Way of the Cross on
Good Friday.
See Holy Week pictures, Pages 10-11

Stewards of the Month

February : Toni Henry

January: Vivian Maloney
Vivian Maloney and her husband, John,
have been parishioners of Mary, Queen
of Peace Catholic Church for many
years. They are both good stewards,
sharing their gifts generously in many
ways.
In fact, Vivian Maloney spearheaded
the start of our Stewardship Committee, guiding the parish in the ways of
sharing Time, Talent, and Treasure.
Vivian also was co-chair (along with Jack Donahue) of
the Building Committee for the building of our new
church, which was dedicated on October 5, 2008.
Vivian also serves as an Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion. She believes sharing her gifts with
her parish community is important “because it is our
duty and obligation to give back to God what He has so
generously given to us every day of our lives.”
Thank you, Vivian, for giving back so generously to
the parish you call home.

Toni Henry has been at MQP for 23
years, and in those years she has
shared her love for the Lord in many
ways. “I have found the love of Jesus
Christ in the ministries I have been
involved with. I was there in the beginning with the Pastoral Council in
1995, with founding pastor Fr. William O’Donnell, then later with Fr Ronald Calkins for
many years.” Toni started the Prolife ministry in the
early 2000s and started the jail ministry in December
2003. She took part in mission trips with Cristo Sana
of the Archdiocese of New Orleans and worked in the
medical clinic during 6 yearly visits.
“Mission trips were one of the many ministries I
had to give up when I got sick in 2012, otherwise I
would still be going. I have been a Eucharistic minister for 23 years. I especially enjoyed Jesus' work
with the poor in Granada and imprisoned” here in St.
Tammany.” Thank you, Toni, for your witness!

March: Jodi Awbrey and Shelley Rainey
Jodi Awbrey and Shelley Rainey led the
Christian service program for our Catholic school this year, called "Show Others
U Love." They are involved in our parish
many other ways, for many reasons.
"The reason I am involved in the life of
Mary, Queen of Peace is because I want
to follow the example of Peter's mother
in law (Matthew 8:14-15). For all the
blessings God has given me, I feel there
is no other way to respond than to get
up and serve," Jodi said. " I enjoy being
involved in ministries that bring all of us
closer to Jesus and help us to be His
hands and feet on this earth. That is why
I love Christian Service and facilitating
the Bible studies. I also feel called to do
what I can to help support a culture that
respects the sanctity of life. And because
of all those reasons, I have been involved
with around the Parish and school."
Jodi serves with her husband as the
Culture of Life Couple for the Knights,
working on the . Pro-Life Baby Shower
and facilitating the Baby Bottle campaign. She also facilitated the Rosary

Fundraiser to help the KCs put together a St. Benoit Vocations Box for
the schoolchildren in Haiti. She helps
to facilitate the Bible Timeline Bible
study and led a Women's Lenten Bible Study and Pilgrimage for the
group to walk through the Holy Door
at the Cathedral.
Shelley Rainey considers stewardship "a sweet responsibility. Though I have been involved in various
ways in the parish and school throughout the years, the one closest
to my heart is the Christian Service Program for our school. It brings
such joy to strive to instill a love of service to our youth and for them
to experience the fulfillment that service can bring. In scripture we
often hear the importance of teaching our children, and I consider the
Mary, Queen of Peace family an extension of my own family. By serving one another, we are also serving God. What could be greater? "
“The new identity for the Christian Service Program was developed
to align thought, deed and action with a purposeful mantra and logo.
It reminds us that service essentially is love. We strive to keep the
program exciting and fun, yet very meaningful and rewarding.”
Shelley is also involved with the parish library, Covenant of Love,
and various Bible and prayer groups.
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed to have such generous stewards
sharing time and talent to make our parish family a vibrant community of faith.
2

The Mission is Me: Sharing the love of Christ

A

re you willing
to “enter into
the chaos of
others”?
That’s how Fr. David
Caron, O.P., described
mercy - wading into
the messiness of others’ lives.
Fr. Caron spoke to
ministry leaders at
Mary, Queen of Peace
on March 12 as part of
the Year of Mercy. He is
the Vicar for Evangelization for the Archdiocese of
New Orleans and is also one of Pope Francis’ Missionaries of Mercy.
“Sometimes we must invite new people in and
let go” of our anxiety, Fr. Caron said, adding that
we must be joyful disciples. “Our hearts must influence our faces and show that we love the Lord.”
He spoke about mercy as leading to conversion,
and he challenged parish leaders to reach out to
others and invite them into the life of the parish.
“We need to bring people deeper into God’s love.”
He also emphasized the need for prayer in everything we do: “Prayer is not the icing on the cake;
it’s the marinade in the meat. It’s the window, not the window dressing.”
Prayer and commitment to a life of mercy will help a parish evangelize by becoming “radically hospitable,” he said, encouraging parishes to move from maintenance to mission, to raise the bar from good to
great.
Evangelization, after all, is not a program, he said: “It’s a way of life.”

Your parish,
your
information
In order to serve you better, Mary, Queen of
Peace invites you to access your information
in our parish database. You can check your
phone numbers and emails, make sure we
have members correct, and upload a picture!
Visit
https://connectnow.parishsoft.com/neworleans

ORDER OF ST. LOUIS
The Archdiocese of New Orleans presents the Order of
St. Louis IX Medallion to laity from every parish each
year, recognizing those who generously share their
time and talent with the Church. Those receiving the
honor from Mary, Queen of Peace in ceremonies on
May 1 this year are:
Darrin Romeo (posthumous)
Matt and Lynne Young
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On the road
with 7th grade, from Boston ...
Bound for Boston:
Our 7th-graders traveled to
Boston for their class trip in
March. They enjoyed the
sites, sounds, and cold of the
historic city! They are pictured, left, with Shane Douglas, Mrs. Sybil Skansi, and Fr.
Ian Bozant, in front of the
Massachusetts State House,
among many of the interesting stops along the way.
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To St. Louis Cathedral
for the Chrism Mass

The seventh-grade class made a trip to New
Orleans on March 22 for the Chrism Mass at
St. Louis Cathedral. The sacred oils used for
Baptism, Confirmation, and Anointing of the
Sick are blessed at the Mass and sent to all
parishes. Our students were blessed to be
part of this special liturgy! They stopped in
front of the cathedral after Mass for a picture
with Archbishop Gregory Aymond.
On Holy Thursday, 7th-graders, left, presented a Living Way of the Cross to students,
teachers, and family members. It was a beautiful way to enter into the Triduum.
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Bringing smiles to little girls
across the miles

A

brightly colored
new dress brings a
smile to most any
little girl, and thanks
to the generosity of many
Mary, Queen of Peace parishioners, there are plenty of
smiles going around in Haiti
today.
Susan Bloom coordinated
efforts to make dresses that
our team of travelers brought
to our sister parish, St. Benoit,
in late March and early April.
Working with "Dress-a-Girl
Around the World," Bloom
and her friends brought their
fabric and sewing machines to
Mary, Queen of Peace and began working on this labor of
love.
"It was a team effort,"
Bloom said. "We made about
180 dresses, meeting at
church to sew."

What started as "making a
few dresses" turned into quite a
project.
"This comes from our
hearts," Bloom said. "We will
keep sewing, and people who
don't sew but are willing to help
can purchase fabric and donate
underwear that go in the bags.
"The main thing is to dress
these girls; we are trying to
boost their self-esteem."
Diane Young, one of the seamstresses, said it was a wonderful
experience. "We prayed while
we sewed" for all the young ladies who would be wearing the
pretty dresses.
"I felt we were doing something worthwhile," said Ida
Knapp. "I love to sew; it brought
back memories" of sewing for
her four daughters.
"I used to sew a lot," Nancy
Chatelain added. "I enjoyed do-

ing this. If you can't go to Haiti, at least you
can help this way. All little girls love pretty
dresses."
There are a lot of pretty happy girls in St.
Benoit today, thanks to our team of super
seamstresses and their supporters!
Seamstresses include: Anne Stephens, Bonnie
Porrovecchio, Celeste Bubrig, Cheryl Meral,
Diane Young, Ida Knapp, Linda Klumpp, Lou
Abadie, Mary Jane Becker, Muguet Bolotte,
Nancy Chatelain, Pam Gaureaux, Stephanie
Drewes, and Susan Bloom. Those contributing to the cause include: Girly Gary, Joann
Tassin, Linda Pitre, Lois Hahn, Madaline
Caruso, Marie Louise Nix, and Sylvia McGuire.

A Night in Haiti
benefited our
sister parish, St.
Benoit. Our Haiti
travelers, above,
received a sendoff before their
trip to St. Benoit at the end of March.
They returned full of enthusiasm for
our ministry to our brothers and sisters in Haiti.
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Vocations

Praying for Jenni,
as she prays for us

J

enni Anderson is a young woman who exemplifies the joy of loving God. She
brought her joyful spirit to Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church for several months
while discerning her call to religious life, and
now she is keeping us in her prayers as she
begins her new life at the Carmelite Monastery
in Terre Haute, Indiana.
Jenni is the daughter of Martha Osborne and
Bob Anderson of Mandeville. She was adopted
from China at the age of 9 and enjoyed a
happy childhood, becoming a physical therapy
assistant before knowing in her heart that God
was calling her elsewhere. She quit her job to
work with orphans in China, and she eventually found her way to the Missionaries of Charity in India. Hearing God’s call more strongly
each day, she came home to Mandeville to explore the call to religious life. Her discernment
eventually led her to the Carmelite Monastery
in Terre Haute. Her family brought her to Indiana in early April, and Jenni is now there in
the place where, as she said, “I feel such
peace.”

Mary, Queen of Peace said farewell to Jenni Anderson on Easter Monday,
March 28, with Mass and a reception.
Sr. Marina
Aranzabal
helped
Jenni
Anderson
during her
discernment.

Welcoming a seminarian to MQP this summer

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
will welcome Dr. Andrew Sanchez
this summer, as he spends the
months of June and July with us as
part of his formation for the priesthood.
Sanchez is a first-year Pre-Theology student at
Notre Dame Seminary. He was born and raised in
Chalmette. “I attended St. Mark School from kindergarten to eighth grade,” he said, “and I graduated from Brother Martin High School in 2003. I
majored in biology at LSU and it was there that I
discovered a love for triathlons (swimming, biking, and running), which I still enjoy today.”
Sanchez attended LSU School of Dentistry on
an Army scholarship, and upon graduation he
spent four years as an active-duty army dentist.
He soon discovered that God had bigger plans
for him.

“From 2012-2014, when I was in Fairbanks, Alaska, with the Army, it slowly
became evident that God has always
been calling me to consider serving as a
priest for His Church. Being 4,000 miles
away from home forced me to assess my
relationship with Christ and His Church,
and as a result I grew closer to our Lord
and lived my life more fully according to
Catholic teaching than any other time in
my life.
“At the same time, I grew close to a beautiful, loving and
caring young lady; however, as she and I began to discern
marriage, it slowly became evident to me that God was instead calling me to the seminary to discern more thoroughly a life dedicated to Him as a priest.”
We look forward to having Dr. Sanchez with us at MQP,
and we will keep him in our prayers.
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Vocations: Called to the diaconate

Two parishioners in formation for diaconate

T

he road to the diaconate starts in many different ways, in many different places. Mary,
Queen of Peace is blessed to have two parishioners who were formally accepted as diaconate candidates on December 26, the feast of St. Stephen,
the first deacon. Ellis Iverson and his wife, Michelle, and
Steve Sperier and his wife, Lori, are now journeying
through a new chapter in life that will lead them closer
to serving the Lord and others.
Ellis and Michelle Iverson
For parishioner Ellis Iverson, the journey started at a
PJs coffee shop in Mandeville. That's where he would
often run into former Deacon Tony Ferretti not long after Katrina.
"I was working in Houston for 2 years, and so on
weekends I would come home and Michelle and I would
meet at PJs to try to keep things as normal as possible."
One day, Deacon Tony saw Ellis at the coffee shop and
asked, "Have you ever thought about being a deacon?"
To which Ellis replied, "I don't think so, but thank you."
Deacon Tony persisted, often saying, "Deacon Ellis, that
sounds good, doesn't it?"
Although Ellis said he had been involved through
Knights of Columbus and St. Vincent de Paul, "Being a
deacon had never really entered my mind. I knew who
they were and thought I knew what they did."
Deacon Tony persisted, and eventually Ellis and
Michelle went to an inquiry session. "We saw Deacon
Tony and (his wife) Maxine (who used to run our RCIA
program) being Christ to others, and we wanted to see
ourselves in that role."
At the inquiry session, Ellis said, he realized he had
been doing much of what was discussed - being present
to others. Especially in his work with St. Vincent de
Paul, Ellis said, he could see how we recognize ourselves
in the poor. "I saw the Church in action."
Ellis is a cradle Catholic who grew up with a strong
prayer life and involvement in the Church. A retired accounting manager, he and Michelle have a grown daughter who attended Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School.
The Iversons are now in the midpoint of their journey
through the diaconate. "It's a five-year program," Ellis
said. "It has been a blessing in many ways."
Now in clinical pastoral training, Ellis is working at Passages Hospice as a chaplain. "You get to be with people,
to find peace and listen. It's about being present. I talk

about whatever they want to talk about. ... we talk
about blessings and challenges. It is always beautiful."
It has also been surprising, Ellis said. "I was surprised about the level of activity of the Church," how
the Catholic Church serves the poor, the needy, the
homeless through many ministries. He spoke of ministering at the St. Joseph Rebuild Center, where homeless are given an address and much-needed hope. Ellis
and his classmates washed the feet of the homeless
there, while the wives helped prepare for the service.
"We touched people who are often ignored," he said.
"We helped bring dignity to the person."
Michelle takes part in the required classes, which
have enriched her faith. "There is also a strong community connection. I have met the other wives, and
we enrich each other in our faith. It is rewarding to be
part of another community, learning about our faith.
It makes me proud to be Catholic."
There are 26 candidates in this diaconate class, with
22 from New Orleans. Michelle sees how her husband
is a wonderful candidate to be a deacon. "He has a real
gift of being able to minister to and care about people
in that moment, to go wherever he is needed. God will
bless him."
"It is a call for me and my family," Ellis said. "I have
seen growth in myself and others" along the journey,"
Ellis said. Although he had served others in many
ways before entering the program, what the diaconte
has done, he said, is root that service in a strong
prayer life.
"What we're doing is being Christ to others."
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Vocations: Called to the diaconate

Steve and Lori Sperier (and Ella and Emma)
Steve Sperier grew up in Mandeville, went to
Mandeville High, and owns a bike shop. He's an
avid biker with a servant's heart.
"A few years ago, I was on a faith journey and
becoming more involved in the parish," he said.
"One day, I was home and Googled ‘deacon..’ “
He saw that it was a five-year program and decided: "That's too long."
Then, at a Pastoral Council retreat one weekend, Fr. Ronnie Calkins, pastor at the time, "said
he wanted to talk to me about something. He
said, 'Have you ever considered the diaconate?' "
It was one of those moments, Steve said, that is
imprinted in his mind. One day he was Googling
deacons and reading about St. Stephen (patron
saint of deacons) in his book of saints at home,
and just days later the pastor presents a question.
What's a guy to do?
For Sperier, he and his wife, Lori, went to an
information meeting. They went through the
discernment year and took it "one step at a
time," Sperier said.
"It's like peeling an onion," he said. "From
where I started to where I am now may not look
much different to an outsider," but he knows

how he has grown and changed.
"It's become part of our life," this journey, he said. "I have
grown in knowledge of the faith and the way I look at the
world in general - through the eyes of our Catholic faith."
He has been spending his clinical pastoral time at Rouquette
Lodge, listening to people. "That has been a wonderful experience," he said. "There is no shortage of people who just need
someone to listen."
Sperier has also been able to combine his love for biking
with his love for Jesus. He listens to recordings while he rides.
"It's been good," he said, recounting how he listened to Old
Testament assignments while riding. "My body can go faster
than I can read. It has been so peaceful and calming. You
never stop appreciating the sun coming up or the mist on the
fields" - especially while listening to scripture.
The formation process has been powerful and challenging,
he said, and he has gained a new respect for the word
"formation."
"Why didn't they just call it 'diaconate class,'" he said he
wondered at first. But now he knows. "Sometimes I feel like
clay, easily molded. Other times, I feel like marble, and you
need a hammer and chisel." He is definitely being formed.
Steve and Lori have two 13-year-old daughters, Emma and
Ella. "I see how it's important to do this now so they can grow
with this. Hopefully it's planting seeds in them so they will
grow strong in their faith. I think it’s been a positive experience for them," Sperier said, adding that he hopes other men
with children will consider the diaconate."
As for Sperier, "I am just a regular Joe I hope people can relate to. I have three words I keep in mind: humble, obedient,
servant."
And he is thankful that Fr. Ronnie gave him the push he
needed. "He put me into the breach," Sperier said, referencing
a book about men answering the call to serve the Lord. "I said,
'I hear you Lord.'"
There's one other thing, Sperier said: He had to be interviewed by a priest in the spring of 2014 to be recommended
for formal acceptance into the diaconate. He received a letter
that he would have to meet with Fr. John Tran in LaPlace, and
so he and Lori went to St. Joan of Arc to see the pastor.
By July, Fr. John would be pastor at Mary, Queen of Peace,
and Steve Sperier would be once more amazed by how the
Holy Spirit works.
Ordination for both Ellis Iverson and Steve Sperier will take
place in 2018. We will continue to keep them in our prayers
at Mary, Queen of Peace!
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Walking with Jesus from death ...

H

ow do we encounter
Jesus?
Entering into the
Triduum—or three
days of Holy Week from Holy
Thursday through Easter Sunday—is a powerful way to walk
with the one you love.
Holy Week at Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church, beginning
with Palm Sunday on March 20,
provided many opportunities for
parishioners to encounter Jesus
and walk with Him from death to
new life.
An outdoor Way of the Cross
was added this year on Good Friday, leading into the 3 p.m. Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
and Veneration of the Cross.
Morning and Evening Prayer
were also added during Holy
Week to help parishioners connect with the prayer of the
Church.

Clockwise from top left:
Palm Sunday procession;
washing of the feet on
Holy Thursday Veneration
of the Cross on Good Friday; outdoor Stations of
the Cross, Good Friday;
Adoration at the Altar of
Repose, Holy Thursday.
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...to new life!
The Easter Vigil was a beautiful liturgy, as we celebrated the Light of Christ overcoming the darkness of
death. Many thanks to all who journeyed through the
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults and all those who
walked with them and prepared them for this special
time as they became full members of the Catholic
Church.
If you are someone you know is interested in the
RCIA or learning more about the Catholic faith, call the
Religious Education office at 985-674-9794.

Divine Mercy Sunday was celebrated on April 3 with the
praying of the rosary, the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, confessions, and veneration of the
image. Many thanks to all who
attended and coordinated the
beautiful celebration.
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We love our
altar servers!
The altar servers from Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church were honored on March 19 after a day of cleaning palms for Palm Sunday. The Knights of Columbus
presented awards and treated the servers to a pizza
lunch.

C

Honoring our
Altar Server of the Year

ongratulations to John Cresson Jr.!
John was honored as the Serra Club Altar Server
of the Year form Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church at a special Mass on April 6 at St. Rita in
New Orleans. John is a senior at St. Paul’s School in Covington. He attended the Mass and dinner with his parents,
John and Catherine, and his siblings, Caroline, Joseph, and Jacob. John is
also the 12th-grade Non-Public Student of the Year for the archdiocese.
Many thanks to John and to all of our altar servers who help serve the
Lord with joyful hearts—and also to our children’s choir, at right, which
sang beautifully at the Mass!
If you are interested in becoming an altar server, contact Kelly Hightower
at mqpservers@gmail.com.
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Easter egg
fun,
courtesy of
the KCs

T

he Knights of Columbus held their annual
Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, March 26, at
the Mary, Queen of Peace
School.
About 50 children ages 1 - 10
participated in the event,
which includes a hunt for eggs,
snacks for families, and prizes
for various age groups.
Everyone had a great time
doing crafts, finding eggs and
eating cupcakes!
Be sure to join the fun next
year.
13

FLEUR-DE-FALL 2015 WINNERS

Look what we
got at
Fleur-de-Fall!
The Roy Boys
kept their bistro,
Henry got his
Hangout, and
the Bastions
named a street
in memory of
their beloved
greatgrandmother.
The naming
rights that are
up for grabs each year at the Fleur-deFall fund-raiser were unveiled on February 29 to smiles from the lucky winners.
Meanwhile, the Fleur-de-Fall Teacher
of the Day was a big hit again as the raffle winners dressed the part and enjoyed
serving as teachers, aides, and even the
parochial vicar!
Save the date: The 2016 Fleur-deFall is November 12!
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Clockwise from top left: Fr. Ian Bozant with Joe Webre
during ‘Teacher of the Day”; “Teachers of the Day”;
Lyndsay Bastion and children with Fr. John, Mrs. Skansi,
and Fr. Ian at the unveiling of Rosemary Avenue; Henry
Saucier and two of his siblings, Madeline and Patrick.

SCOUTS

Congratulations, Eagle Scouts!

Boy Scout Troop 310 from Mary, Queen of Peace recently celebrated the Eagle Scout accomplishments
of several boys at Eagle Scout Court of Honor ceremonies. Top left, Ashton Young, Max Tepper, Nicholas Oubre and Trey Hughes. At right, Nathan Derbas, Shawn Doyle, and Ethan Tucker. Mary, Queen of
Peace Troop 310 had a totalof 10 Eagles finish their requirements in 2015. Our troop attained the recognition as having the most Eagle Scouts in the Istrouma Area Council.

Knights of Columbus News
The Mary, Queen
of Peace Knights
of Columbus coordinated a ProLife ceremony at
the Pro-Life
monument in
January, with
Deacon Eddy
Beckendorf, right.
The 4th Degree
Knights also purchased a chalice to be presented to Gary Ocgenor, who is presently stationed at St. Benoit and is the principal of the High
School. He will be ordained a priest on June 4 at St. Ann's Cathedral at Anse-A-Veau, Haiti.
The chalice was presented by the Mary, Queen of Peace team
who traveled to St. Benoit in late March and early April. Fr. Wildor Pierre, pastor, is pictured at right presenting the chalice.
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LABEL GOES HERE

MQP
just got
So you can get formed, too!


The best Catholic content, all in one place



Use it on your tablet, phone, or computer





Register at:
Formed.org

Enter parish
Multiple programs to address multiple needs
code:
8R8EQN
Try it out!
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