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Encountering
Jesus at Mary,
Queen of Peace

A

lmost three years ago, we celebrated 25 years of parish life at
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church. Our parish has continued
to flourish under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, the protection of our patroness, and
the hard work of clergy and laity committed
to loving and serving the Lord through sacraments, prayer, formation, and Christian service.
Continued growth as a parish depends on
unwavering focus on our mission to lead others closer to an encounter with Jesus Christ.
To that end, in the spring of 2013, the Pastoral Council and Evangelization Committee
held a parish planning assembly to discern
goals for the parish. After further meetings
and planning, the Pastoral Council has approved a new Pastoral Plan that aims to share
the Good News in creative ways.
The goals and objectives are included
on Pages 8-9. The implementation of these
goals depends on each of us here. For information, contact Pastoral Council President
Cherie Erkel at cherieandc@bellsouth.net.

Christmas
Pageant
Angels sang, shepherds kept watch, and
the Holy Family
brought joy to the
world when Mary,
Queen of Peace held
its annual Christmas
pageant on December 17, under the direction of Music Director
Lindsey Piattoly. See more pictures, Page 6.

Stewards of the Month

L

November: Laura Smoorenburg

aura Smoorenburg was our November Steward
of the Month at Mary, Queen of Peace. Laura
and her family have been parishioners since
1998. “It has been an integral part of our lives
ever since we moved here,” she said.
Laura served as child care coordinator from 2007-2010
and assisted with Fleur-de-Fall by providing child care
on set-up days. “As child care coordinator, I began to
form a strong bond with the MQP family.
“I still delight in recognizing some of the children who
were ‘regulars’ in childcare those many years
ago. They're all growing into such great girls and boys!
“In recent years, I've been a more behind-the-scenes
kind of volunteer. I like to help in activities that my
youngest daughter is a part of such as Peacemakers
(chaperoning for various activities and helping with
Thanksgiving baskets). I helped with set up for the Night
in Haiti event last year.”
Laura is also a regular volunteer in the PSR office and
assists with organizing and bagging gifts for Project
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Christmas. “Every summer I look forward to volunteering along with my
daughter for Vacation Bible School. I
enjoy the camaraderie among the
adult volunteers, and it's especially
heartwarming to see the children having fun all week
and to see how excited they are to perform for their
families at the end of the week.
“I love volunteering at MQP because no matter how
big or small the job, I always meet new members and
foster friendships. I am inspired regularly by the generosity and faithfulness of fellow MQP members.
“We are truly blessed with the vibrant faith community of MQP and I feel truly privileged to be a part
of it!”
And MQP is blessed to have Laura Smoorenburg as
part of our family of faith.

December: Jerica Chustz and Holly Schaffer

erica Chustz and Holly Schaffer are our December Stewards of the Month at Mary, Queen of
Peace. Jerica and Holly chaired the November
2015 Fleur-de-Fall, spending countless hours
organizing our annual fundraiser.
Jerica also served as Co-op president for the school
and is very involved in school activities for her children.
Holly also serves as an Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion and is involved in Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic School, where her son is a seventhgrader. “Mary Queen of Peace just feels like home to
me,” Holly said. “The first time my family attended
Mass at Mary, Queen of Peace, we knew this was
where we belonged. But attending Mass on Sundays
wasn't enough. I felt that God was calling me to do
more, give more. After becoming a Eucharistic minister, my faith took on a deeper meaning, and I became involved in the Covenant of Love, Eucharistic
Adoration, and taking home the vocation box every
month to pray with my family.
“God has blessed me in so many ways. Giving back
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to the church is my
way of thanking
Him! I simply love
the Catholic faith
and my parish family at Mary Queen of
Peace.”
Jerica, who has three daughters at Mary, Queen
of Peace Catholic School, feels much the same.
“My Catholic faith and Catholic education are
the foundation for my life, and I want the same
for my children,” she said. “I believe that in giving
of yourself and your time you receive so much
more. You receive graces, friendships, etc.
Jerica wants her children to have that same experience. “I want to be that example for my girls,”
she said, quoting her favorite prayer of St. Francis: “For it is in giving that we receive.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed that Jerica
Chustz and Holly Schaffer gives so much of themselves to our parish family.

Christmas
angels
among us

M

any thanks to the
the generous parishioners of Mary,
Queen of Peace
Catholic Church, who made
Christmas merry and bright for
children in our community.
Many families were adopted
through St. Tammany Project Christmas and the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church provided for all of their needs, buying
hundreds of games, toys, and articles of clothing.

Spanish Prayer Group

T

The Spanish Prayer
Group held a Posada
and a living Nativity in
the cafeteria, above.
Father Angel Diaz
then spoke to the attendees.
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o celebrate Christmas, the Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church
Spanish Prayer Group held a
Posada and a living Nativity in the
Mary, Queen of Peace School Cafeteria on
December 20, 2015. The living Nativity was
directed by Sister Marina Aranzabal; about
100 people attended the event.
Father Angel Diaz attended the Posada
and offered a blessing to the attendees. Following the living Nativity, the group shared
a home-made meal. Many thanks to those
Spanish Prayer Group members who helped
prepare for this celebration.
Looking to the future, the Spanish Prayer
Group plans to offer U.S. citizenship classes
to those interested. Linda and Dexter Williams will be teaching the classes.
For those interested in more information
about the Spanish Prayer Group, please call
Petra Madrigal at 985-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

Learning,
laughing,
playing and
praying in a
brand
new year

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic School
is ready for the second half of the
school year! We ended the first half
with Christmas joy, sharing the
story of Our Lady of
Guadalupe with students, teachers, and
parents. We also
celebrated our final
school Mass of the
semester, sharing
our good deed
chains with Fr. John
and Fr. Ian.
Our new semester
will include open
house tours, registration for new and returning students, and the muchanticipated Fleur-de-Fall Teacher of the
Day celebration on January 22.
For information on Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic School and to schedule a tour, call
985-674-2466.
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Student spotlight: 3 wise men
and a talented young woman

K

ate Rush, a seventh-grader at Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic School, was chosen
out of thousands of entries as one of 24
winners in the Christmas Artwork Contest
put on by the Missionary Childhood Association.
Kate’s artwork is a colored drawing of the Three
Wise Men. It was displayed throughout Christmas at
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception. All of the pieces were available as free ecards at www.MCAKids.org. Kate and her father attended the ceremony for winners in Washington, D.C.
“At the ceremony, I received a plaque with a
shrunken version of my drawing, my name, and some
information about the contest. I was also able to go to
the Basilica in Washington for a ceremony, mass,
lunch, and a tour.
Kate said that when she turned in her artwork to
religion teacher Nancy Waguespack in December
2014, she was sure she wouldn’t win. “By the time I
got a letter from the Pontifical Missionary Society in
May, I had completely forgotten about the whole
competition. I assumed the letter was for my grandmother, who is also named Kathleen Rush, and almost did not open it. However, I thought against it
and quickly opened and read the letter. I was utterly
confused. I did not know what piece of art or what
competition they were talking about. Then, it dawned
on me: I had entered an art contest during religion
class in December!”
Kate excitedly told her parents, and soon plans
were made for Kate and her dad to take the trip to
Washington. Kate was in awe of the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, “the
most awe-inspiring building I have ever seen.” At the
basilica, Kate and her dad went to the ceremony,
where all 24 winning images were on display.
“The trip was an amazing, unforgettable experience. I am honored to have been chosen and thank
God for giving me this blessing. I am also glad to be a
part of the Missionary Childhood Association family
and to now know about all of the wonderful things
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Fr. Andrew Small, director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in the United States, presents the award to Kate
Rush.

they do for kids around the world. This
award has also taught me to take every opportunity presented to me. I was positive I
would never win this contest out of all of the
people who entered, but, much to my surprise, I did!
“So, I have learned to try to do anything and
everything, even if the odds are stacked
against me.”

Pageant
brings
joy to the
world!
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Giving Thanks

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church invited parishioners to
bring baskets of bread
and wine for a blessing
at 9 a.m. Mass on Thanksgiving Day.
For those who did not bring bread
and wine, baskets were made available.
On the weekends following
Thanksgiving, Advent wreaths and
candles were available for parishioners to bring home. If you received a wreath, please
keep it for next year. Mary, Queen of Peace will provide
new Advent candles each year.

Giving
Catholic

M

ary, Queen
of Peace
Catholic
Church

took part in
#iGiveCatholic day on December 1.
The online giving day was coordinated by The Catholic
Foundation of the Archdiocese of New Orleans and took
place on “Giving Tuesday,” a day that follows up on
“Black Friday” and “Cyber Monday” by encouraging
charitable giving.
Many thanks to all who donated on #iGiveCatholic
day. Mary, Queen of Peace had 60 donors and raised
$6,500 toward the creation of a garden in front of the
Parish Center that will include a statue of Mary, Queen
of Peace. The garden will serve as a reminder that our
parish community is under the gentle protection of our
Blessed Mother.
Mary, Queen of Peace also won second place in number of new donors, receiving a $2,500 award from The
Catholic Foundation.
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Fr. Ian Bozant, parochial vicar, and office
manager Karen Baker are pictured above
left receiving the award from Josephine
Everly of The Catholic Foundation at the
foundation’s annual board dinner in December.
The Catholic Foundation plans to make
#iGiveCatholic an annual event, so be sure
to mark your 2016 calendar for November
29!

Pastoral Plan: 2016-2018

GOAL: To evangelize by continuing to invite, welcome,
and catechize all who come to celebrate and worship our
loving God at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church.

Objectives:
Invite: “Come, follow me.”
1. To update the parish census
by August 2016.
2. To identify various “target
audiences” (inactive parishioners, young adults, youth,
seniors, etc.) and design
methods of reaching those
audiences by August 2016.
3. To create a parish
informational brochure and
new logo to be used in all
invitational efforts by
March 2016.

Objectives:

Objectives:

Welcome: “Anyone who
welcomes you welcomes me.”

Catechize: “Go, therefore, and
make disciples of all nations.”

1. To create a committee to
ensure a welcoming
environment in the liturgy
by Advent 2016.
2. To continue the
Welcoming Ministry’s intentional outreach to new
parishioners, involving
parish staff and volunteer
leaders, ensuring that the
love of Jesus is felt
throughout the parish
community. (Ongoing)

1. To educate ministry
leaders on the New
Evangelization during a
retreat in March 2016.
2. To utilize sacramental
preparation as an opportunity for family catechesis
by the 2016-17 school year.
3. To develop a plan to use
the bulletin/newsletter/
website to spread the Gospel message. (Ongoing)
4. To offer a series of short
courses on the faith for
youth, young adults, families, seniors, and adults.
(Fall 2016 and ongoing)
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Pastoral Plan: 2016-2018

GOAL: To evangelize by providing and
encouraging opportunities for individual,
communal, and family prayer.

Objectives:
1. To provide more opportunities for
Eucharistic
Devotion by April
2016.
2. To research and
publicize resources
to teach parishioners how to pray
and deepen their
prayer life by
January 2017.
3. To educate parishioners on the
meaning of the Mass— especially the
families of our school and religious
education students — by March
2017.

‘This full and active participation by all the people is
the aim to be considered before all else; for it is the
primary and indispensable source from which the
faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit.’
(SC 14)
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Thank you,
Family
Promise
team!

O

n behalf of
Mary, Queen of
Peace and
Family Promise
of St. Tammany Parish, I
would like to extend my
sincere gratitude to Father John and our incredible team of Family Promise volunteers that made our recent host week
possible.
Since May, 2015, Mary Queen of Peace
has had the opportunity to serve as host
for families in need in our community.
During our recent host week we housed
and fed four homeless families that required a team of over 50 volunteers.
Without the commitment and dedication
of our volunteers this would not be possible.
Our team of dedicated volunteers
transformed our campus to a safe temporary home for families that are in the
Family Promise program by setting up,
cleaning, providing meals, morning and

evening hosting,
and stayed
overnight to
chaperone for
seven days and
nights.
We will serve as host again on the following dates, and I
encourage anyone who can volunteer and get involved to
contact me:




Sunday, June 19 - Sunday, June 26, 2016
Sunday, July 24 - Sunday, July 31, 20-16
Sunday, January 1, 2016 - Sunday, January 7, 2017

Happy New Year and God bless!
- Serita Senac

PSR:
A Place to Pray
Students in our Parish School of Religion pray after confessions during
Advent. Students will also take part
in the sacrament of reconciliation
during Lent. And our second-graders
will make their first confession on
February 23. Keep them in your
prayers!
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Thank you for a fab
Fleur-de-Fall!

Photos by
Clem and
Gene
Lescale

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church held
its 9th annual Fleur-de-Fall on November
14. Many thanks to all who attended, contributed, volunteered, and danced the
night away. The proceeds from the Fleur-de-Fall will be
used to support the needs of Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church and School, including paying down our
debt. The proceeds total approximately $80,000. Thank
you!
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Faces of the
Fleur-de-Fall
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FLEUR-DE-FALL 2015 WINNERS
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CALENDAR


January 29: Returning student
registration, MQPCS.



January 29: Eve Parade Party,
Youth Room, 6 p.m. Email
Stephen at sjohnson@maryqueenofpeace.org







February 10: Ash Wednesday.
Masses: 7 a.m., 9 a.m., Noon,
7 p.m.



Lenten Schedule:
Mass Monday-Friday, 6 p.m.
Stations of the Cross each Friday
after 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Masses.

January 31: Second collection to
support Catholic schools.

KC Fish Fry each Friday, 5 to
7:30 p.m.

January 31: Blood Drive, Auditorium, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.



February 2, Open House Tours,
MQPCS. Call 985-674-2466



February 5: Adoration, after 9
a.m. Mass, ending with Benediction at 8 p.m.



February 16-18: Lenten Mission
with Fr. Louis Arceneaux, C.M. 7
p.m. each evening, with additional presentation after 9 a.m.
Mass. Child care available for evening presentations.



February 22: New student registration at MQPCS. Call 985-6742466.



February 6: Super Bowl Gumbo
sale after Masses



February 7: Coffee and Donuts after 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Mass



February 23: First Reconciliation,
7 p.m.



February 7: Samaritan Center collection. Bring non-perishable
items to the Parish Center



March 4: Adoration following 9
a.m. Mass, ending with Benediction at 8 p.m.



February 9: Happy Mardi Gras!



March 4: Covenant of Love, 7 p.m.
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CALENDAR


March 5: A Night in Haiti, 6 p.m.



March 6: Coffee and Donuts after
8 and 9:30 Masses. Samaritan Center collection.



March 8: First Holy Communion
parent meeting, 7 p.m.



March 12: Abbey Youth Fest



March 19: RCIA retreat



March 20: Palm Sunday. Mass
schedule:







March 26: Holy Saturday. Easter Vigil,
8 p.m.
March 27: Easter Sunday Masses at 7:30
a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. No 6 p.m.
Mass.
See our full calendar at:
www.maryqueenofpeace.org

7: 30 a.m. (note change from 8
a.m.)
9:30 a.m., with procession,
starting in the cafeteria.
11:30 a.m.
6 p.m.

NEWS & NOTES
Peace Times: The Peace Times newsletter, which has been
a bimonthly publication for several years, will now be published quarterly: January, April, July, and October. If you
have any information you would like to share in the
newsletter, contact Karen Baker at
kbaker@maryqueenofpeace.org
Phone system: Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
and School have transitioned to a new phone system,
which will better serve the needs of parishioners. The main
numbers remain the same:
Parish: 985-626-6977
School: 985-674-2466

Easter Triduum
March 24: Holy
Thursday, Mass of
the Lord’s Supper, 7
p.m. Adoration until
midnight.

Office changes: Pam Garey, who has worked in the parish
office for nearly seven years, will be leaving Mary, Queen
of Peace at the end of January. We are grateful for Pam’s
many years of service to the parish. If you need assistance
with the following, new contact information is available:

March 25: Good Friday, Commemoration
of the Lord’s Passion, 3 p.m. Stations of
the Cross , 6:30 p.m.

Baptisms: Charisse Saucier,
csaucier@maryqueenofpeace.org
Bulletin items: Karen Baker,
kbaker@maryqueenofpeace.org
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