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By the numbers:
Telling our story

N
Catching the Haitian spirit!
Monsignor Wildor Pierre, pastor of our sister
parish in Haiti, St. Benoit, visited Mary, Queen
of Peace in October. It was a beautiful celebration at the 9:30 Mass on October 4 as some of
our young parishioners dressed in Haitian garb
to bring up the offertory. For more on Msgr.
Wildor’s visit and our partnership with St. Benoit, see Page 15.

umbers tell stories. They tell important stories.
At Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church,
numbers tell stories of generosity, faithfulness, compassion, and – most importantly – of love for
our God who loves us without limit.
As of October 1, 2015, Mary, Queen of Peace had
2,471 registered and active families. Behind those
numbers are stories of joy and sorrow. Those numbers hold stories of baptisms, weddings, and funerals,
of ordinary days and extraordinary moments.
They tell stories of outreach to the hungry and sick,
of devotion to the Eucharist and the Mass, of a community devoted to the faith and to one another. Behind each number are beating hearts longing for God.
Mary, Queen of Peace is home to your heart, the
place where you encounter the love of Jesus.
In this issue of our newsletter, you can read the
story of our numbers - the financial picture of Mary,
Queen of Peace from the 2014-2015 fiscal year, which
ended June 30, 2015. These numbers tell you where
we have been as a parish and prompt us to consider
where we are and where we hope to be
The numbers are not cold, hard facts. They are reflections of love - love for this parish we call home.
Read more, Pages 5-12.

STEWARDS OF THE MONTH

A Good
Steward …
Accepts God's
gifts gratefully
+
Cultivates those
gifts responsibly
+
Shares them in
justice and love
+
Returns them
with increase to
the Lord.
+
Do you have a
suggestion for
Steward of the
Month?
Contact Karen in
the parish office
at 985-626-6977.
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September: Matt and Lynne Young

att and Lynne Young
joined Mary, Queen of
Peace parish in 1998, and
it has very much become
their home. Both of their sons, Evan
and Ashton, attended Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic School, and Lynne has
been a teacher’s assistant in the school
since 2000.
Lynne went through RCIA and became Catholic in 2000. She has been a
joyful witness of the faith, helping
with the newcomers group and most
recently serving as an extraordinary
minister of Holy Communion. She has
been involved with the Peacemakers
Parents Advisory Board, organizing
and chaperoning many events.
Matt is a 3rd degree member of the
Knights of Columbus, a Boy Scout
leader, and an extraordinary minister
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of Holy Communion.
Both Matt and
Lynne have
helped with
Family Promise, which
helps families
transition into
permanent
housing.
All of their
years of service at MQP spring from the passion
they share for the Catholic faith. They see everything as a gift from God, and they are eager to
share those gifts with their parish home. Mary,
Queen of Peace is blessed to have such good
stewards!

October: Cindy Carroll

indy Carroll and her husband officially joined
Mary, Queen of Peace in
2006, she said, but they
had a weekend place in Pass
Christian, Miss., and so were not
really involved in the life of the
parish.
“After my husband suddenly passed away in 2009,
(former pastor) Father Ronnie
(Calkins) suggested that I attend
Sr. Marina’s Bereavement Support
group, and I did that for a
year. After probably another year,
Sr. Marina asked me to come back
to speak to her current bereavement group as a kind
of ‘survivor.’”
That started Cindy’s involvement at MQP, as she began working regularly with Sr. Marina’s
bereavement support.
Although Cindy has become dedicated to several pastoral and outreach efforts at Mary, Queen of
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Peace – she is a member of the
Pastoral Council, Meals and
More, and the Welcoming
group – bereavement remains
near and dear to hear heart.
“That ministry probably
brings me the most joy and is
certainly something I never
would have thought I could
do.”
And it was that support
group that led her to do more.
“During my own healing time, I heard a homily by
Msg. Bilinsky mentioning the Meals and More Ministry and I decided that was a way I could start to
reach out to others. It didn’t require any meetings,
I lived alone and loved to cook so it was a perfect
fit. That led to Carol Holland asking me to join a
small group which eventually became the Welcoming Ministry.
“What I personally get back from the activities
I’m involved in at MQP is immeasurable, and I
thank God every day for that blessing.”
Mary, Queen of Peace thanks God for the blessing of Cindy Carroll.

The young church:
Learning, loving
& serving the Lord

T

he young church is alive
and well at Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church. In September, the Parish School of Religion
started a new year of learning
about Jesus. At top right, Fr.
John greets a family after one of
our PSR Masses.
The Cub Scouts, far right, took
part in Keep Mandeville Beautiful in October (as did our
Knights), and several members
of our youth group attended World Youth Day, taking time for
a photo op with Archbishop Gregory Aymond.
The highlight of October was the celebration of the sacrament of Confirmation on October 29, with Archbishop Alfred
Hughes confirming 100 of our young Catholics in a beautiful
Mass at Mary, Queen of Peace.

3

Fun, games & service at MQPCS

T

he school year is going by
quickly at Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic School, and
we are busy learning, laughing, playing and praying!
October kept us busy with a food
drive as part of our Show Others U Love
program, top left, red ribbon week
(thanks to Fr. Ian for getting into the spirit
of ‘Crazy Hair Day’!), and the facultystudent Monster Bowl to benefit
“Lindsey’s Hits for Kids” and the Miracle
League Northshore.
Amid the fun, games, and service,
MQPCS is a center of academic excellence
grounded in the love of Jesus.
Do you want to join the Cougars? Call
the school office at 985-674-2466.
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Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014-2015

Where we’ve been ...

T

wo years ago, Mary,
$2,500,000.00
Queen of Peace Catholic Church celebrated
$2,000,000.00
25 years as a parish.
Since then, we have continued to
$1,500,000.00
grow, with 151 families joining
the parish in the 2014-2015 fiscal year.
$1,000,000.00
Growth is a blessing, but it also
challenges us to provide for the
$500,000.00
needs of all members of our parish family. A parish is supported
$0.00
by the generosity of parishioners, who give out of their love for
God.
Because of the generosity of so
many parishioners at Mary,
Queen of Peace, the parish was
able to accomplish many
things in 2014-2015, includ$1,000,000.00
ing:

Includes
payments on
debt.

Total Church Income:
$2,240,360.87

Total Church
Expenditures:
$2,172,263.41

Net Increase in Cash:
$68,097.46

Parish Loan Balance

$900,000.00









Adding salary and office
space for parochial vicar
Paying down a substantial
portion of our parish debt
Performing maintenance
on aging parish facilities
Providing sacramental and
pastoral needs for our parish family
Providing continued support for St. Benoit in Haiti
Supporting the needs of the
poor through the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

$800,000.00
$700,000.00
$600,000.00
$500,000.00

Parish Loan Balance

$400,000.00
$300,000.00
$200,000.00
$100,000.00
$0.00
July 1, 2014: $902,052.92

June 30, 2015: $581,506.44

A detailed look at income and expenditures follows on Pages 6-11.
As members of the Finance Council and staff look at income vs. expenditures, they are mindful of acting as good stewards of all we
have. If you have any questions or would like clarification, contact Fr.
John at 985-626-6977 or frjohn1992@gmail.com
5

Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014-2015
INCOME

Envelopes

Loose
Special Devotions

Extraordinary Income:
$279,838.30
Special Building Campaigns
Entertainment, Fairs, etc.
Interested Earned on Funds
Donations, Legacies
Clarion Hearld subscriptions
Religious Education income
Miscellaneous, over $2000
Mass stipends
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Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014-2015
INCOME
Archdiocesan Second
Collections: $81,530.50

Ordinary Income:
$1,789,160.95

Propagation of Faith

Extraordinary Income:
$279,838.30

Catholic Bishops Fund
Peter's Pence
Catholic Charities

Archdiocesan Second
Collections:
$81,530.50

Holy Land
Black & Indian Missions
Catholic Communications

Campaign for Human Development

Second Collection for Haiti:
$32,008

Retirement Fund for Religious
Other Extra-Diocesan Payments

Increase in Debt/Money on
Deposit:
$57,823.12

Second collection for Haiti:
$32,008

TOTAL:
$2,240,360.87

Total Church
Income: $2,240,360.87

Ordinary Income
Extraordinary Income
Second Collections
Increase in Debt/Money
on Deposit
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Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014-2015
EXPENDITURES

Personnel/Parish Expenses/Assessments $1,590,227.25

Personnel: $531,626.42 (33%)
Sanctuary: $34,096.25 (2%)
Votives, Religious Goods: $5,163.95 (0%)
Office (printing, etc.): $45,638.05 (3%)
Household Expenses: $7,078.68 (0%)
Utilities: $93,849.13 (6%)
Janitorial Supplies: $42,412 (3%)
Automobile, Bus Expenses: $14,400 (1%)
Ordinary Repairs: $31,445.80 (2%)
Miscellaneous: $40,165.42 (3%)
Social Welfare: $25,847.24 (2%)
Religious Education Expenses: $47,173.66 (3%)
School Support: $246,179.94 (15%)
Insurance: $47,717.99 (3%)
Interest on debt: $32,923.91 (2%)
Church Assessment: $326,716 (21%)
Clarion Herald: $17,792.81 (1%)

Second Collection Payments to
Archdiocese: $81,530.50
Propagation of Faith
Catholic Bishops Fund
Peter's Pence
Catholic Charities
Holy Land
Black & Indian Missions
Catholic Communications

Campaign for Human Development
Retirement Fund for Religious
Other Extra-Diocesan Payments

Second collection for Haiti:
$32,008
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Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014-2015
EXPENDITURES

Personnel/Parish Expenses/
Assessments:

Payments on Parish Debt:
$356,365.01
Deposited for
Investment: $105,819.17

New Construction:
$3,663

$1,590,227.25
Second Collection Payments to
Archdiocese:
$81,530.50
Second Collection Payment to
Haiti:
$32,008

Furniture, etc.: $2,650.48
Capital Expenses/Principal and
Savings: $468,497.66

Capital Expenses/Principal and Savings:
$468,497.66

TOTAL:
$2,172,263.41

Total Church Expenditures:
$2,172,263.41
Personnel: $531,626.42 (24%)
Other Parish Expenses: $714,092.02
(33%)
Diocesan Assessments (with Clarion):
$344,508.81 (16%)
Archdiocesan Second Collections:
$81,530.50 (4%)
Haiti Second Collection: $32,008 (2%)
Capital Expenditures: $6,313.48 (0%)

Payments on Debt: $356,365.01 (16%)
Deposited for Investment: $105,819.17
(5%)
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Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014-2015

Where we are ...

T

he 2015-2016
fiscal year
finds us
blessed with
growth in numbers of
families but also challenged to meet the financial needs of our
growing parish.
Computer upgrades,
a new parish database,
and updated phone system were included in
this fiscal year’s budget,
as was the hiring of a
full-time receptionist.
These changes are intended to help the office staff
function more efficiently, better serving the needs of
parishioners.

Charisse Saucier, right, started in October as parish receptionist. Pam Garey, left, will continue to coordinate the
bulletin and update sacramental information in our new
parish database.

As the Finance Council examines projected income vs. expenditures, consideration will be given to careful budgeting, cost
cutting, and good stewardship of resources.

Where we’re going ...

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church is committed, first and
foremost, to leading each Catholic to a deeper encounter with
Jesus so that we may be joyful witnesses of
that encounter to all we meet.
Our pastoral plan, which comes out in
January, envisions new opportunities to lead
each of us to that life-changing encounter.
These new programs depend, as always, on
the involvement of parishioners.
Another upcoming plan includes new landscaping around our church and Parish Center. The focal point of this plan is the placement of a statue of Mary, Queen of Peace, our
patroness, in a newly designed central garden. This will offer parishioners and visitors
a warm embrace from our Blessed Mother as
they enter our property. It will also serve as
a reminder that we are under the protection
of our Mother, Mary, Queen of Peace.

This photo from 1996 shows the original landscaping in front of the
Parish Center.
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Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014-2015

How you can help …
Mary, Queen
Annual Giving Per Family: 2014-2015 *
of Peace parish is a family
$0: 1188
$1 to $100: 237
$101 to $500: 366
of faith, a fam$501-$1000: 254
$1001-2000: 243
$2001-3000: 92
ily centered on
$3001-4000: 35
$4001-5000: 23
More than $5000: 56
Christ and dependent upon
1% 1% 2%
4%
each member
to bring our
10%
48%
vision of living
10%
the Good
News to life.
15%
How can you
9%
* Based on envelopes,
help?
checks, and electronic
Prayerfully
giving.
consider what
you give, if you
give, and how you can share
Fr. John Tran,
God’s gifts with your parish
pastor, greets a
young parishfamily.
ioner after Mass.
The more we share in the
support of our parish, the more
our parish can do to serve God
and one another.
If you find yourself asking,
“Why give to Mary, Queen of
Peace?”, perhaps some of the
voices of your fellow parishioners on the next page will help
you discern what is best for
you.
Thank you for being part of
our parish family!
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Annual Report: Fiscal Year 2014-2015

Why we give ...

‘We give to MQP because
everything we have has
been given to us as gift
from God. Knowing
this, everything we give
back, even in small ways,
uplifts, inspires and lends
support to the whole, the
body of Christ, God's
created gift.’
- Herb and Becki Leedy

‘There have been many
threads in our lives that
have led us to trust God
with our treasure. First,
if we are trusting Jesus
with our very lives then
how can we not trust Him with our money? Second,
God's word tells us so. In fact, it is the only time in
the Bible where God allows us to test him. See
Malachi 3: 6-11. He really has been faithful and
trustworthy. Third, it really is all His anyway, isn't it?
We are just managing it for Him and when we feel
ourselves hesitating on tithes or offerings, the
question arises, "Can we outgive God?" Naturally,
the answer is no, so we give without expectation of
gain and are confident that the Lord will provide for
us somehow, someway, somewhen. Lastly, it really
does give great joy.’
- Gregg and Letha Tepper

‘I understand church as our community of faith that calls for my
presence and participation, and asks of me my particular gifts for
the building up of the community. Although we may have
different ways of putting this into words, I feel that all who are
baptized members of the Body of Christ can make this
statement. We are all the Body of Christ and members of it, and
giving of time, talent and treasure is an important part of manifesting this
membership. Going to church is not a passive activity, but instead an active
participation in the living Body of Christ that lives and serves by the power of
the Holy Spirit. I give as a way to enter into this reality and to live authentically
as part of the Body of Christ.’
- Daniella Zsupan-Jerome
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Family Promise week: December 27-January 3

M

ary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church will
serve as Family
Promise host from
December 27, 2015 – January 3,
1916. Family Promise of St.
Tammany is an interfaith effort
to assist homeless families transition to permanent housing and
financial independent. We are
asked to volunteer our time as
host and provide food, shelter,
love and compassion.
Volunteers are needed in the
following areas:
Setup/breakdown: 1:00 pm day
of arrival, 6:30 am day of departure
Morning host: 6:30 am – 8:00 am

Evening host: 5:30 pm- 8:30pm
Overnight chaperone: 8:30 pm –
6:30 am
Meals: deliver dinner each evening

at 5:00 pm to serve up to
16 people, breakfast and
lunch items
If you are interested in volunteering as a morning
host, evening host or overnight chaperone, you are
required to attend “safe
environment” training. A
session has been scheduled
for November 5, 2015, at
6:30 pm in our Parish Center.
Please feel free to contact
me if you have any questions or
would like additional information.
Thank you and God bless!
Serita Senac, MQP Family Promise
Host Coordinator

Knights of
Columbus
in the news
Harry Ryan presents the
Knight of the Month award
for May 2015 to Rhett Powers, and the award for October 2015 to Kay Aswad, far
right.
Rhett coordinated a Can
Shake for the Knights at Sam's
in Covington and Kay coordinated a team of Knights who
cooked and served hot dogs at
the St Vincent DePaul Friends
of the Poor Walk at the lakefront at the end of September.
Don Awbrey, above left, was
presented the Family of the
Month award by Harry Ryan.
Fr. Ian Bozant, Maria Lowe, and Jodi Awbrey at the
Don and Jodi Awbrey organBaby Shower in October. Maria leads
ized the October Baby Shower Right-to-Life
our Pro-Life efforts at Mary, Queen of Peace.
for Right to Life.
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The Knights of Columbus presented an
appreciation plaque
to the family of
Knight Darrin
Romeo.

O

Women’s Retreat: Is God in charge?

n October 22, a
group of women
parishioners
gathered at the
Teresian Spirituality Center for a day of reflection
under the guidance of
Msgr. Bilinsky.
Early in the morning,
Msgr. Bilinsky helped us to
reflect on how since the
early pages of the Bible,
we find brother fighting against brother and people
disobeying God. Human history is full of conflicts
between families, countries, and people of different
faiths. Little wonder that in this day and age we are
overwhelmed by the evil and the pain that humanity
is facing at this historical moment.
How is God in charge? We can actively respond to
this question by caring for our brothers and sisters
and by accepting the difficulties that come with the
territory. We can find peace in our lives if we live
lives of faith. Finally, Msgr. Bilinsky challenged us to
accept God's plan for our lives, even if that plan
seems to be full of pain or difficulties for a while.
Eventually, we will come to see that God is good and
compassionate and he cares about us. In the Eucharistic liturgy, we were able to offer our lives to God
and to pray for the needs of our families and our
world.

The Women's
Spirituality
group meets
on Tuesday
and/or
Thursday
mornings
from 9:45 11:00 am for
prayer and
reflection.
For more information, contact Sr.Marina at sistermarinastj@hotmail.com or 985-630-7130.

Naim Widows Group
The widow's group (Naim) from Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church attended the Marine
Corps Band concert at Northshore Harbor Center in Slidell on the 10th anniversary
of Hurricane Katrina. The ladies are pictured
with Staff Sgt. Carlos Varga, one of the flutists in
the band. Naim meets for lunch once a month
and enjoys other social activities. For more information, contact Marsha Davis at litlnurs@bellsouth.net.
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Welcoming Msgr. Wildor:
Thank you, MQP!
A big THANK YOU for your generous donations during the second collection for St. Benoit during Monsignor Wildor Pierre’s October visit. We have received
$30,176 as of mid-October. The funds will be used for
the next phase of projects to include:
 Solar and generator power for the middle school
 A cistern for the middle school
 Solar panels for church, elementary school and
rectory
 Hiring a music teacher
 Tuition and scholarship assistance
 Teacher salaries, car tires, propane and food.

The next large construction project will be the thin cement roof on the second story of the rectory. This project
is estimated at $10,882.00.
A message from Monsignor Wildor:
"A big thank to Fr. John, to the Haiti Solidarity Partnership
Committee and especially to all of the parishioners of
Mary, Queen of Peace. A big thanks to Kathy and Gordon
Cain, Bonnie Boettner and others who decided to finance
a specific project. With your great generosity, the face of
Dessources has been changed. I ask all of you to continue
to support us so we can pay the teacher salaries and the
lunch program by giving scholarships to students. We
will continue to pray for you. Thank you. God bless you
all.
Msgr Wildor

Spanish Prayer
Group
Mass was celebrated in Spanish at
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
on September 11. Father Angel Diaz,
who has been serving the Northshore
Hispanic community for nearly two
years, presided. During the Mass, Father Angel blessed all of the children
in attendance for a successful new
Gerry Madrigal and his daughter,
school year. After the Mass, the Span- Paulette, lead the congregation in
ish Prayer Group shared a meal and
song.
fellowship.
Another installment of a Spanish Faith Formation course was held in the Parish Center on September 16, 2015.
The group, led by Sister Marina, discusses personal and spiritual growth. About 25 people are taking the
course. There are seven Spanish Faith Formation classes remaining. For those interested in more information
about the Spanish Prayer Group and the Spanish Faith Formation classes, please call Petra Madrigal at 985-867
-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.
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