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Give Thanks to the Lord our God

A

rchbishop Gregory Aymond joined Mary, Queen of Peace on June 23 to
celebrate 25 years of Living the Good News as a parish in the Archdiocese
of New Orleans.
See the story and pictures, Pages 7-10.
Photo by Clem Lescale
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May: David Doherty

STEWARDS

A GOOD
STEWARD:
Accepts God’s
gifts gratefully
Nurtures
them
responsibly
Shares them
in justice
and love
Returns them
with increase
to the Lord
From “Stewardship: A
Disciple’s Response”

D

avid Doherty has been
helping with finances for
the Fleur-de-Fall for the
past three years, making
sure that the process runs smoothly.
He says that sharing his gifts has
always been a part of his life, because
it was part of his family. “I was fortunate to grow up in a loving, Catholic
family and attend Catholic grammar
school (St. Matthew the Apostle in
River Ridge) and high school (St.
John Vianney in New Orleans).
“My mother was in the choir and
my dad was an usher. I am the oldest
of five children, and all five of us
went to Catholic grammar and high
school and went to Sunday Mass regularly. My parents, through everyday
living, were wonderful of examples to
us. While I have found happiness and
fulfillment in caring for my two boys,

I have kept my eyes
open to opportunities to
help others.”
A big opportunity
came up two years ago
when the Fleur-de-Fall
chair asked David for help. “When Jan
(Gustafson) approached me to help with
Fleur-de-Fall, I didn't hesitate to jump in.
My accounting background as a CPA and
computer background allowed me to help
the FDF staff monitor and control the
fundraising finances and move toward a
more electronic solution.”
David hopes everyone will think about
joining the Fleur-de-Fall party this year,
on November 2.
Meanwhile, he says, “I encourage everyone at MQP to get involved and support not only the Fleur-de-Fall, but all of
the parish ministries.”

June: Tom and Celeste Bubrig

C

eleste and Tom Bubrig have been active
parishioners at Mary, Queen of Peace
for nearly all of its 25 years. They
moved to Mandeville in 1989 and joined
MQP when “the church was in the shopping center” and their eldest child was three. Now she is
27, married and has a one-year-old son. Their middle child is a junior at LSU, and their youngest,
Louis, will be a junior at Fontainebleau High
School. He also shares his gifts with the parish,
serving at the altar since the 5th grade.
Celeste is a retired teacher. After she retired,
she taught CCD (now PSR) for several years. She continues to help out as needed
as a substitute teacher, during registration for PSR, and with the Confirmation and
First Communion receptions. Tom served in the St. Vincent DePaul society for
three years and was its treasurer for two years.
Celeste recalls that seven years ago she saw an announcement in the church bulletin asking for help with the monthly coffee and donuts. “We thought that this
would be a great ministry for our family. We wanted to be able to work together as
a family to serve God and our church family,” she said.
And there they have been nearly every month since, pouring milk and juice,
making coffee and washing dishes, serving donuts, and sharing fellowship and joy
with their extended MQP family.
- Catherine Cresson
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For our 25th birthday, 25 reasons to love www.maryqueenofpeace.org ...
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Podcasts: A homily so nice
you can hear it twice.
Calendar, updated daily
Monthly ministry schedules
Videos
Slideshows of parish events
Front-page news

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

PSR page/calendar
Handy “quick links”
Peacemakers page
Online registration
Weekly email signup
Easy to read
Parish headlines

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Easy to navigate
Looks pretty
Fleur-de-Fall page
Familiar faces
Haiti page
Library page
Comes with a new school site

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Latest bulletin
Peace Times
Home away from home
Stewardship updates
It’s just full of Good News,
thanks be to God!
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YOUTH

CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!

Emma Elliott,
St. Scholastica Academy

David Englehardt,
St. Paul’s School

Abigail Gardner,
Mandeville High

Allison St. Angelo,
Mandeville High

Daniel Garraway,
St. Paul’s School

Maria Amaya,
St. Scholastica Academy

Amanda Seals,
St. Scholastica Academy

T

Michael Pashkevich,
Lakeshore High

Mary, Queen of Peace congratulates all all of our young parishioners who
graduated from high school in May. You are in our prayers as you move
on to an exciting new chapter in life! A special salute goes to the valedictorians and top graduates who are parishioners of Mary, Queen of
Peace, pictured here.

GOOD SCOUTS! On the way to Eagle

wo members of
Mary, Queen of
Peace Boy Scout
Troop 310 recently completed their Eagle
Scout projects. Evan
Young, pictured with his
family, planned and built
the pathway around the Project Moses monument. Matthew Bertucci, at right with
Fr. Ronnie, built and
stained the four new picnic
tables outside of the Parish
Center, with the help of his dad and several Scouts. Evan and Matthew are members of the Peacemakers youth group
and are also altar servers. We are blessed to have such good Scouts at MQP!

YOUTH
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Vacation
Bible School:
Rounding ‘em
up for Jesus

V

acation Bible
School took
place the week
of June 10, with
the theme SonWest
Roundup. DRE Jewell
Bayhi and her many
helpers organized a
week of fun and games
for the kids, who ended
the week performing for
parents and friends.
Find PSR registration info at:
www.maryqueenofpeace.org
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Goodbye and hello

O

ur seventh-graders
said goodbye at the
end of the 2012-13
school year (below
with balloons), leaving us and
moving on with big hopes and
dreams for the future.
Now, as summer winds down
and thoughts turn to school, we
get ready to say hello to new
students and new parents.
And we say hello, as well, to
our new website, at left, which
offers you many ways to keep
abreast of the latest news at
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
School.
Be sure to check in
often at
www.mqpcs.org.
Meanwhile, enjoy
these final days of
summer and we will
see you in August!

Above,
kindergarteners end
the year
with prayer and
song. At
right, the
school
year ended with a
jump start
to service.

Christ awaits the kiss
Thinking 25
on the 25th
Are you thinking 25 on the
25th? As part of our anniversary year, Mary Queen of
Peace is encouraging a commitment to Christian service
(just like our mission statement
says!).

T

By Karen Baker
here is something about
this picture that captivates
me. When parishioner
Clem Lescale gave me a
disc with a few hundred beautiful
pictures from our 25th anniversary
Mass, this is the one that I kept coming back to. But why?
Because it speaks to my heart; it
tells my story better than any words.
But I will give words a try.
In this picture, Archbishop Gregory Aymond and two of our Deacons
– Jack Finn and Timothy Jackson –
prepare to kiss the altar, which represents Christ. In unison, they are prepared to touch their lips to the table
where God’s love is revealed to us in
the Eucharist.
And there it is – an amazing thing
that took me only 40 years or so to
appreciate: God feeds us with himself, out of abundant love. How can
that not change me and move me to
love abundantly in return?
As we celebrate the 25th anniversary of Mary, Queen of Peace, I realize what a gift this parish has been to
me and to my family. But I have to
remember that I did not always appreciate the gift. I remember that 15

years ago, I made an appointment to
see the pastor, whom I had never met
and was, frankly, a little nervous about
meeting. I had to talk about issues in
my life, about stumbling blocks to my
faith. I had to make choices that would
lead me to freedom – the kind of freedom we find only in surrendering ourselves to God.
I was able to make this journey at
Mary, Queen of Peace (not that I’m
finished – we’re never finished!), because there is great love at the center of
our parish. That is what we celebrate
this year: the fact that our parish is a
place where faith can grow, because it
is nurtured by God’s love.
In the space between the lips and the
altar, in that picture above, Christ is
waiting. He is waiting not only for the
archbishop and the deacons to kiss the
altar. He is waiting for each of us to
come and be fed with His love.
Don’t let anything stand between you
and that love. If you need to talk to the
pastor, I can attest, he is always willing
to listen.
Karen Baker is Ministry Assistant at Mary,
Queen of Peace and edits the Peace Times. If
you have a story to share, email
mqppeacetimes@gmail.com

Here are some ways
parishioners are thinking ‘25’:


25 rosaries for the needs of
parishioners



25 minutes of prayer a day



$100 to Habitat (That’s 4
“25”s!)



25 items for the Samaritan
Center’s food bank



25 hours serving the Covington Food Bank



25 hours serving the Samaritan Center



$25 to St. Benoit



25 hours of Adoration



25 hours of service with your
child through Living the Bible

For more, visit
www.maryqueenofpeace.org
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A Glorious
Celebration

“A history of 25 years is
rather short … in your 25
years, you have
accomplished a
great deal.”
- Archbishop Aymond

J

une 23 was a glorious day
as we kicked off our 25th
anniversary with a Mass
celebrated by Archbishop
Aymond. At right, Fr. Ronald
Calkins, our pastor; Msgr. Wildor
Pierre of St. Benoit in Haiti; Fr.
Bill O’Donnell, founding pastor;
Msgr. Bill Bilinsky, assisting
priest; Abbot Justin Brown; Archbishop Thomas Rodi of Mobile.

Photos by Clem and Gene
Lescale
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“I pray, through the
intercession of Mary,
that we will be able
to continue to do
God’s work as we
continue to live the
Good News every
day.”

A

beautiful Mass; fabulous food; faithfilled friends. June
23 had all of the ingredients for a wonderful day
as Mary, Queen of Peace
kicked off a yearlong celebration of our 25th anniversary.
Clockwise from top: Archbishop Aymond greets parishioners; Knights Erie Hebert and
Jimmy Senac; party time; one
of our founding parishioners,
Melanie Saunders, chats with
a friend; former music director
Suzanne Smith visits Kathy
Cain; Fr. Ronnie and reception
co-chair Charisse Saucier; and
4th-grade teacher Nancy
Waguespack visits former students.
See more online:
www.maryqueenofpeace.org
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Singing the Lord’s praises,
beautifully

B

eautiful music doesn’t just
happen.
Our talented music ministry, led by Director Lindsey
Piattoly, worked hard to make
things sound heavenly for our 25th
Anniversary Mass on June 23.
Our choir, which always leads the
congregation in beautiful music,
practiced for months to make this a
special day.
“It was an honor to be a part of
such a special liturgy,” Lindsey said,
adding that the new organ sounded
wonderful.
Our music ministry was joined by
members from Our Lady of the Lake as well as by former members of the choir, including former music ministry leader Suzanne Smith.
The youth choir and the handbells also took part. And, as a special treat, the Peace of Cake
band—made up of MQP choir members– entertained at the reception.
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed to have so many gifted parishioners who so generously
share their talent with the parish.
The music ministry of MQP is one more thing to thank God for as we celebrate 25 Years of
Living the Good News.

10
ADULT
FORMATION

Happy Anniversaries!

Fr. Ronnie led couples in a renewal of vows on June 8. Pictured are front from left; Mooney and Harvey O’Neill; Gerry and Jim Casabat;
Everistus and Mary Gomes; Karen and Philip Foto; Allan and Barbara Couvillion; Michael and Tori Naccari; Randy and Gail Marcks;back, Fr.
Ronald Calkins; Lori and Eric Seals; Kappy and Ed Goodwin; Mark and Donna Caffarel; and Nancy and James Waguespack.

C

ouples
celebrating their
25th and
50th wedding anniversaries were
honored during
the vigil Mass on
June 8. The couples took part in a
renewal of vows,
and a reception
was held afterward for family
and friends.
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SAVE THE DATE!

FLEUR-DEFALL

November 2, 2013

Visit www.maryqueenofpeace.org/fleur-de-fall/home
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HAITI
PARTNERSHIP

S

St. Benoit’s fabulous feast day

aint Benoit Dessources
celebrates its namesake
feast day of St Benedict
on July 11. This is the
largest celebration of the year for
the church. “This is a Haitian
tradition,” says Msgr. Wildor
Pierre. It is a big community day
and it is now called “La fȇte de
Dessources.” It is an important
time for the pastor to be able to
give a big celebration.
Bishop Dumas and other bishops will attend, as well as priests
from other dioceses and even Miami. They all come in solidarity, as this is an important ritual of priestly life in Haiti. They
are very close and support each other in each of their feast days.
Msgr. Wildor will accommodate the overnight guests in makeshift beds in the newly completed classrooms with donated beds
from Food for the Poor. Most will stay several days for all of
the festivities, as the travel is so difficult for the locals.
The feast day is a time for reconciliation, atonement and family reunions. Sometimes this is the only time families from far
away can join together in prayer. Diaspora from Dessource now
living in Canada, New York, Connecticut and Boston will make
the journey to worship and celebrate together.
Msgr. Wildor hopes to have the roads graded in time for the
fȇte to shorten the travel time in the mountains. It is an 8-day
job for the approximately 25-mile stretch at the cost of $2,500.
Money is always a problem, but the Haiti Solidarity Partnership
Ministry at Mary, Queen of Peace steps in to assist with the generous donations we receive from our parishioners.
The fȇte began on May 25 with the exams to prepare the students to receive their First Communion. Each Sunday in June
there are special Masses to prepare the candidates for their communion Mass on June 16. A big procession follows June 30. By
July 6, the baptisms of the incoming children are complete and
the three days from July 7-9 include the choir, youth groups,
cultural and other groups. The culmination of the events is on
July 11 with a special Mass.
It is a significant event for the community as well. The parishioners all help with the preparations, food and work to make this
a special event. Each organization of the church, from the pastoral council to the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, prepare a concert
or entertainment for the visitors. People bring chairs, tables,
cups, whatever is needed to assist. It is also an economic boost
to the community as people are able to harvest, prepare and sell

their goods and services to the travelers.
As part of the
Mass, choir members
process along the
mountain roads and
around the church in
full choir robes.
When the celebration
is over, Msgr. Wildor
offers a final meal
for all who assisted
in the preparation of
the feast day.
The feast of St. Benedict is an important
part of the Haitian culture and has enabled the
parishioners to become a community under
the direction of Msgr. Wildor and the newly
established parish. We continue to keep them
in our prayers as they keep us in theirs.
And we continue to offer our support, as we
remember the joy and the struggles the people
of Haiti face. Msgr. Wildor, for instance, said
that the priests in Haiti are supposed to receive a stipend of about $120 per month, but
they rarely do. “We live by providence,” he
said. “If there is no oil we don’t cook, we eat
rice. When we have droughts, we pray for
rain for our crops. When we have too much
rain, we pray that it will not take away our
land. It always seems that something good
happens for us. God is good!”
Msgr. Wildor was very pleased to be included in our 25th anniversary Mass and is
continually grateful for the generosity of the
parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace. He
extends his gratitude and prayers to all and is
most thankful to have found such a wonderful
sister parish who welcomes him so warmly.
For more information on the Haiti Solidarity Partnership, visit
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/haitipartnership/home
- Muguet Bolotte
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Spanish Prayer Group:
Praying and learning

M

ass was celebrated in the Spanish language
at Mary, Queen of Peace on May 3, 2013.
Father Sergio Serrano, O.P., presided over
the Mass.
Father Sergio has recently been appointed the coordinator of the Hispanic Apostolate for the Archdiocese of New
Orleans.
Those couples who have been married for 25 and 50
years, and mothers for Mother's Day, were recognized as
well. After the Mass, the Spanish Prayer Group shared fellowship and a meal.

Women Under the Oaks
Several of the women who participated in the
Women's Spirituality Spring Session gathered
for an end-of-the-year luncheon at the home of
Mary Jane Becker on May 30. Plans were discussed for the Fall Session, which will begin on
Tuesday, September 10 and Thursday, September 12. During these sessions, the women will
pray and discuss Matthew Kelly's book: "The
Four Signs of a Dynamic Catholic". The Women's Fall retreat will be held on October 17 at the
Teresian Spirituality Center. Msgr. Bilinsky will
be the retreat director. All women parishioners
are invited to attend. For more information contact Sr. Marina at 630-7130 or sistermarinastj@hotmail.com

ADULT
FORMATION

Beginning on Aug. 22, an adult Faith Formation
class will be offered in Spanish. Some of the topics
covered will be: The Creed, the Sacraments, the Moral
Life, and Prayer. Classes will be held on the second
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Parish Center.
Sr. Marina Aranzabal, STJ, will be the instructor. For
information, call Petra Madrigal at 778-0164 or Elizabeth Ryan at 951-9540.
For those interested in more information about the
Spanish Prayer Group, please call Petra or Elizabeth.
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Knights
of
Columbs

KNIGHTY-LY NEWS

The third-degree Knights of Columbus held their installation on June 28 at Mary,
Queen of Peace. After the installation, several members were honored with
awards. Below, Grand Knight Carol Guichard with Harry Ryan, winner of the Dennis
J. Bourgeois award, and Maria and Michael Mire, Family of the Year. Below at right
is Kay Aswad, Knight of the Year.
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An invitation to undivided love
“There is need of only one thing”
(Lk 10:42)
n the busy lives we lead,
time is the most valuable
asset we have. When we
stop to share time with
someone, we are sharing our most
precious treasure. When Mary sat at the
feet of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel, she gave
him her full attention and her full love. That
is the one thing God wants from us – our
undivided attention.
In the sacrament of marriage, the hectic
pace of life often prevents spouses from
giving attention to one another and, therefore, to the God who joins them together.
With that in mind, I would like to encourage married couples to consider taking a
weekend retreat from the world to give
each other – and God – their full attention.
As part of our 25th Anniversary celebration, Mary, Queen of Peace will host a mar-

I

ried couples retreat on Sept. 78 at the Christian Life Center
of St. Joseph Abbey.
This weekend is meant for
couples to get away from the
hectic pace of life and strengthen the bond of marriage.
A note from the Pastor
Parishioner Jason Angelette is organizing
The Rev.
Ronald L. Calkins
the weekend, which will be led by Jan
and Lloyd Tate and Arthur and Shirley
Dupré. Special evening musical entertainment will be offered
by Peace of Cake.
I encourage you to contact Jason at (504) 830-3716 or jangelette@willwoods.org soon, as there are a limited number of
rooms. The suggested donation is $275, but all are welcome.
For couples who are committed to one another yet sometimes “over-committed” to other things in this busy world,
this retreat offers you time to slow down and concentrate on
the one thing necessary in marriage and in life. I look forward
to being part of this special weekend, when we can together
turn our undivided attention to God, who is love.

