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HEART & SOUL

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic School kicked off its yearly Christian service
program on August 28 with a school pep rally. The theme for this year is
SOUL—Show Others U Love. Each class made a presentation related to the
theme. See more pictures, Page 10.

July: Reagan Hightower and Luke St. Germain

R

eagan Hightower and Luke St. Germain are both
young Catholics with a bright future.
Reagan has been finding ways to serve the Lord
nearly all of her life. She is part of Teen CROSS,
and she recently received the Archdiocesan Youth Leadership Award. She has been an altar server since 5 th grade,
participates in youth group, helps with Abbey Youth Fest
and Camp Abby, sings in the Youth Choir at the 6 p.m.
Mass, and as a junior at SSA, altar serves, sings in the choir
and participates in their youth Pillars program. All this
she does with irrepressible joy.
The ministry closest to her heart is, perhaps, the music
ministry. Reagan has been singing in the youth choir since
the 6th grade when, she says, she realized she really enjoyed singing and started taking lessons. She learned that
the youth choir was in need of people, and so, she says she
“gave it a shot,” and instantly “just loved it.” “I love the

W

people,” she says, and “a lot
of the people in choir also do
youth group, so we’re really
good friends--it’s a great environment.” “We have a lot
of fun praising the Lord and
doing what we love,” she
adds.
Reagan has found that being in the youth group and choir has
really helped develop her faith. “When you are doing something you love doing with people who love doing the same
thing, it helps you to realize you are not alone in your faith.”
She says he would encourage other young people to take join
the youth group or choir, because, she says, “There are a lot of
great people here, and you just have to put yourself out there
and engage with them.”
Continued on Page 8

August: Stephanie Dupepe and Serita Senac

T

hen August Steward of the Month
Stephanie Dupepe attended the parish ministry fair in 2010, she had no
idea how much her life was about to
change. She has answered God’s call in many ways
since then, serving in MQP’s Haiti Solidarity Partnership, Fleur-de-Fall, and Family Promise ministries, along with much more.
Stephanie joined the parish in 2009, when her
eldest daughter began attending MQPCS. In 2010, she said, she
decided to attend the parish ministry fair, “probably more for the
donuts than anything else,” she recalls, “but God had another idea.
As I passed the table for the Haiti Partnership Ministry, I recalled
all of the earthquake footage that I watched earlier that year. I
stopped and talked to Muguet Bolotte for a few minutes. We
spoke about sending Haiti some needed supplies and engaging the
students in the effort. I figured I could spare some time to track
down donated supplies and I was all about my children learning
more about others who live less comfortable lives in other places
in the world. Of course, I can rarely do something just a little way
or just at the surface … I must dig in and get neck deep, so next
thing I know, I was attending a Catholic Relief Services seminar
and reaching out to parents for donated items for the schoolchildren in Haiti. The response from MQP was incredible. Within a
year, my kids were making rosaries for the first Haiti trip!”
Due to her experiences of being a room mom at MQP and her
years of experience running the Harvest Cup polo event for the
Junior League, Stephanie was asked to chair the silent auction
committee for the Fleur-de-Fall event in 2013, and then Fr.
Ronnie asked her to co-chair the event in 2014. “We were a great
match,” Stephanie said, “and have remained close friends since.”
All of this was just the beginning. “The real story,” she says, “is

here’s nothing she wouldn’t
do for the Church, says August Steward of the Month
Serita Senac, and not much
she hasn’t been involved in at Mary
Queen of Peace. She has been a parishioner since 2010 and was married to
her husband Jimmy in 2012. She lends
her time and talent to many ministries,
including the Altar Society, Fleur-de-Fall and Family
Promise.
Serita says she became involved in the Altar Society
because of her grandmother, Louise Eagan, who was
president of the St. Cecilia's Altar Society in New Orleans for over 60 years. “I have such wonderful memories growing up helping her starch and iron all the linens each week, including the vestments and all alter
linens. The ladies cleaned the church every week from
top to bottom and made fresh flower arrangement as
well. . . It is in her honor that I became a member of our
Altar Society in 2011.” Shortly after joining, she was
asked to lead the ministry and was “honored to do so.”
Serita became involved with Fleur-de-Fall when,
shortly before Father Ronnie transferred, he asked her
to co-chair the gala, after discovering she had had a
career in the hospitality industry for over 25
years. “The decision to say ‘yes’ was not an easy one
knowing the details of hosting such an event,” she recalls. “It was a challenging experience, and I worked
with wonderful committed volunteers to make it a success.”
As the Volunteer Coordinator for Family Promise,
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GIVING THE
GIFT OF LIFE

Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City held a
prayer vigil the night before the surgery, top left.
Above, Fr. John said he had great peace before the
procedure.

O

ur pastor, Fr. John
-Nhan Tran, has
set the bar pretty
high when it
comes to self-gift.
He recently returned
home to Mary, Queen of
Peace after traveling to
Oklahoma City to donate a
kidney to a friend, Fr. Thanh
Van Nguyen, who serves at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Fr. John and Fr. Thanh, two weeks
Perpetual Help. Fr. John and after surgery. At right. Fr. John at
Fr. Thanh met while at St. Jo- Mass at Cathedral of Our Lady.
seph Seminary College, and
they had kept in contact.
When Fr. John learned that his friend needed a kidney, he
offered to be a donor. On August 17, he underwent surgery to
have his left kidney removed and given to Fr. Thanh. For
someone without any history of medical problems or hospital
visits, Fr. John went into a major procedure without a second
thought.
He credits the many prayers that surrounded him for giving
him great peace as he went into surgery. Mary, Queen of
Peace prayed the rosary before every Mass the weekend before his surgery as well as on the day of his surgery, and the
parishioners of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma City
held a prayer service the night before the transplant.
In addition to the many prayers, there was something else
that gave Fr. John great calm. As he told the Clarion Herald in
a recent story, “When I make a decision, it’s like second nature
to me. That’s the way God wired me. I never really have given
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much thought about what could happen and
all that stuff. … If it’s God’s will, it will work
out.”
So far, it has worked out well. Fr. John has
taken the time to heal, first in Oklahoma
City and now in Mandeville. His body is
healing much slower than he anticipated, he
said. Fr. Thanh is doing well.
Fr. John is grateful to Fr. Ian, Msgr.
Bilinsky, and all who helped things run
smoothly at Mary, Queen of Peace in his absence.
Mary, Queen of Peace, meanwhile, is
grateful to Fr. John for showing us how to
live the Gospel message, even until it hurts.

Haiti update: Msgr.
Wildor to visit in October

M

onsignor Wildor Pierre, pastor of our sister parish,
St. Benoit in Haiti, visited New Orleans for a mission
appeal from his Bishop, Andres Dumas, from July 24
to August 10. He celebrated Mass at several locations on behalf of his archdiocese in Haiti.
Thank you to Fr. John for hosting him at the rectory during his
stay and co-chair Tony Pastorello for the bulk of the transportation and managing his schedule during his visit. Many of the ministry members pitched in to make his trip more memorable by
inviting him to lunch, dinner or visiting.
The progress at St. Benoit continues with the second story of
the rectory and assembly hall, which will be used to house visiting seminarians. The parish hopes to derive income by hosting
events and overnight guests.
Thank you to the tithing committee for sending their final payment for 2015 of $10,126 for the above construction projects. The ministry also sent most of the funds they had of
$10,000.00 for the opening of school in September through December. The funds are insufficient to maintain them through the
end of the year.
However, we look forward to Monsignor's upcoming visit for
the St. Benoit second collection October 2-8, 2015. This is the
largest funding source for St. Benoit and helps us to sustain the
funds throughout the year. Some of the upcoming projects are
individual bathrooms with flushing toilets at about $1,000 each,
school supplies at $1,000 for elementary and middle school children, a cistern in another out building for the middle school students at $3,000 and solar panels for the school and church at
about $5,000.
Please continue to keep the parishioners of St. Benoit in your
prayers as they pray for us. They are most grateful for all that
Mary, Queen of Peace has done for them and are very excited
that their children are attending school and passing their exams.

Finally, we would like to share a message from
Monsignor Wildor Pierre:
This is a project of the Holy Spirit and
the Blessed Mother who entrusted it to
us as family in Christ. I thank God for
calling us, unworthy sinners, to such a
noble task of laying the foundation for
the transformation of His Church
through the formation of missionary
priests (and lay people) in a most
unlikely place (Haiti according to the
world) in the smallest and youngest
parish.
I realized this is indeed the work of
God. He always chooses the lowly and
the weak to manifest His great power.
Thus we cannot boast.
I hope you continue helping me in
building our parish in Dessources with
the same enthusiasm that you had
before.
May God bless you all,
Mgr Wildor Pierre

For more information on the Haiti
Solidarity Partnership
Ministry please
email MQPHaiti@gmail.com or contact Muguet Bolotte at 985.705.1846.
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Bringing the love of Christ to others
Parishioners Albert Bacque and his daughter,
Jennifer, traveled to Nicaragua this summer on a
mission trip with Christ the Healer, a program of
the Pontifical Mission Societies of the Archdiocese
of New Orleans. Here are Jennifer’s reflections on
the trip, reprinted with permission from Christ
the Healer magazine, August 2015:

G

ranada, Nicaragua holds a very special
place in my heart. My dad, Albert Bacque and I have been going since the
summer of 2012. Every year when we
visit Granada, we find ourselves becoming more
and more driven to help the people that we see.
We fall in love with the city and the people over
and over again each year. This year a nonmedical mission group began, Helping
Hands of Christ the Healer.
We kept very busy with a lot of different projects! We spent time becoming closer to a Nicaraguan priest and four sisters who are assigned
to Our Lady of Fatima parish in Granada. Father
Juan, pastor, expressed concerns about rats living within his walls. We took it upon ourselves
to help the workers find the rats and dispose of
them. Most of the group focused on painting a
large area outside of the clinics that Christ the
Healer opened years ago. We bought materials
and helped make the new walls for Father
Juan’s living quarters. We also visited a girls’
and a boys’ home. We did crafts with girls at the
girls’ home named Hogar Albertina. The girls
loved it! The next night we took the boys from
the boys’ home, Los Ninos, out for pizza.
We spent a lot of time visiting the sick. Morgan Wampler and I went with Father John and
the sisters out to poorer areas where Father
Sims provided anointing of the sick. We also
visited a nursing home one evening and
brought them glasses, rosaries and pictures. We
prayed together while Father Sims provided
anointing of the sick there as well. One day we
went to the pontenel to visit the houses that
have been funded by donors from the New Orleans area. While we were there we saw a lot of
the community working together to build a
house. We helped them carry things to build the
house. On one of our last days the Sisters of
Fatima invited us into their home and made us

MQP parishioners Jennifer and Albert Bacque visits with young
girls in Granada, Nicaragua.

breakfast to show their gratitude for us helping them.
While we were there we asked them if they needed anything, they said no.
Then we asked if they had enough fans in their home and
they expressed that they only had one fan and that it did
get hot in their bedrooms. On our last day we went and
bought three fans and two bikes, one bike for the sisters to
share and one for father to use. This is just a very brief
summary of the most amazing trips of my life. Each year I
go to Nicaragua hoping to change these people’s lives… But
it is the people there who end up changing mine.
Thank you for letting me share my experience.
- Jennifer Bacque
For more information on Helping Hands of Christ the
Healer, contact Albert Bacque at 504-919-7037 or
projman_apb@yahoo.com
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MARY, QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC CHURCH
INVITES YOU TO
A HOLY HOUR OF PRAYER FOR OUR HOLY FATHER
As he begins his visit to the United States
+++++++++++
SEPTEMBER 22, 2015
6:30 to 7:30 PM
in the church
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Ministry Fair: Sharing God’s gifts

M

ary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church held the
annual Ministry
Fair August 22-23.
Many thanks to Stewardship Committee member
Susan Lange and all who
helped put the event together.
Hundreds of parishioners visited the cafeteria
after Masses to see the many ways we love and
serve the Lord at MQP, and many of those parishioners signed up to take part in ministries
ranging from singing with the choir to delivering meals to caring for the poor.
Mary, Queen of Peace offers something for
everyone who wishes to be a good steward of
the gifts God has provided.
If you would like to find out how to share your
gifts, please visit our website at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org or call the parish
office at 985-626-6977.
Thank you!
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Stewards of the Month:
Reagan and Luke
From Page 2
Luke St. Germain, a senior at Archbishop Hannan High School, also has great joy about
serving the Lord at Mary, Queen of Peace. He
has served as an usher at 6 p.m. Mass for
about five years.
“I like getting to help people,” he said, and
his dedication to the parish and the usher
ministry has grown over the years. He greets
parishioners with a smile as they arrive, helps
direct people to pews, and hands bulletins
with another smile as they leave. “I like being
part of Mary, Queen of Peace,” he said.
After graduating from Hannan, he plans to
attend Nicholls and major in culinary arts and
“hopefully work my way up to owning my
own restaurant.”
The Catholic faith has taken root in Luke’s
heart, and he knows it will grow as he moves
along in life. “When I was a little kid, I just
went to church because my dad went, but
over the years, as I learn what God means and
what Jesus did for us, it has become really
important to my life.”
We at MQP have been richly blessed not
just by Reagan‘s beautiful voice and Luke’s
generous nature, but also by their beautiful,
inviting, and generous spirits.

Stewards of the Month: Stephanie Dupepe and Serita Senac
From Page 2

From Page 2

Serita has spread her passion for helping the homeless. She
was introduced to Family Promise at her church in Sugar
Land, TX “During the ten years I lived in Texas, I volunteered in just about every area of need for our church. Family
Promise gave me the opportunity to encourage and help
homeless families in a structured and organized environment.” She thinks Family Promise is a wonderful opportunity
to become involved with the poor in a safe and structured
way.
When she’s not working for the church, Serita might be
found singing back-up for an Elvis tribute artist. She sings for
charity events across the state. Her most recent performance
was in Biloxi to benefit the Veterans. “I’ll do anything for the
Church or the vets,” she says.
Serita “gives thanks to God Almighty for giving me the gift
of ‘energy’ and my incredible husband Jimmy. Jimmy is at my
side to encourage and assist me in all my ministry work.” We
give thanks to God for the gift of Serita and her generosity.

what God had in mind. In the midst of being on the Haiti
committee and joining Fleur-de-Fall, she began working full
time for Catholic Charities. “Within my first few months,”
she says, “I was designated as the Haiti Partnership Liaison
for the north shore. Since then, I have been designated as
the Catholic Relief Services director for Catholic Charities.
Little did I know that when I showed up at the Haiti table, it
was the beginning of a new adventure.”
The adventure continued as Stephanie learned something
about the Family Promise program. That beginning grew
into a network of people determined to bring Family Promise to St. Tammany. Stephanie is the vice chair of the board
for Family Promise St. Tammany, and when MQP decided to
be a host congregation, Stephanie looked to her good
friend, Serita Senac. “So, yes,” Stephanie says, “I have spent
much time at Mary, Queen of Peace ..it is a great place to be
and the parish has given so much to me and my girls. Besides, it was all part of the plan.” We are blessed that
Stephanie said yes to the plan!
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Will you be
an MQP VIP?
Something new is in the air for the Fleur-de-Fall

I

t’s that time of year! Time to get
ready for the annual Fleur-de-Fall
fundraiser, which will take place
November 14 on our church and
school grounds. It will be the same
great event, with a few new twists.
VIP tickets: For $250 a couple or
$125 per individual, you can get all the
bells and whistles—reserved seating
under the tent, a sneak peek at our silent auction items, free martini bar
glasses, a free spin on the wine wheel,
and much more! So don’t wait—be an
MQP VIP.
Longer, stronger Patron Party:
For our VIPs and sponsors, the Patron
Party begins at 6 p.m., with general admission following at 7 p.m. You’ll
have plenty of time to eat, drink, and
shop.
Crown Buick GMC Car Raffle:
For $100 a ticket, you have a great
chance to win a brand new Buick Encore. Only 500 tickets will be sold.
We’ll also have early bird admission
of $50 by October 30, with $60 tickets
sold at the door. Plus, we have the
usual school tuition raffle, teacher of
the day, and much more in store.
So watch your mail for invitations or
go to our website at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org and click
on Fleur-de-Fall.

Fast facts:
Where do I get event tickets? Tickets
will be sold after all Masses starting
October 3-4. You can also visit
www.maryqueenofpeace.org

SAVE THE
DATE:
NOVEMBER
14, 2015
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How can I buy a car raffle ticket? Tickets will be sold after all Masses. You
can also email fleurdefall@gmail.com
Who is providing musical entertainment? Peace of Cake will play at the
Patron Party, with Four Unplugged on
hand before and after the Live Auction.

SOUL sisters —
and brothers

C

hristian service was at the
heart of a school pep rally
on August 21.
Students put their creativity to work as they presented
songs and skits to show how they
will have plenty of SOUL this year—
that is, they will work hard each
month to Show Others U Love.
The Christian service program encourages students to follow a monthly theme that will help them put
their faith into action. For more information, visit the school website at www.mqpcs.org.
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A new year to learn, laugh,
play, & pray!

Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
School is off to a
great start for
the 2015-2016
school year.
Our opening
school Mass,
above, had students processing
in with symbols
for the school
year. Our seventh-graders, meanwhile,
are taking their leadership role seriously,
proclaiming the Word of God at Mass,
above, and wearing their class T-shirts
with pride.
Our little ones are taking things seriously, too, making time to meet with the
pastor on one of the first days of school.
We are looking forward to another
great school year!
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Boy Scout
Court of Honor
Boy Scout Troop
310 held its Court of
Honor on August 16.
At right, JB Shelley,
retiring Scoutmaster, and Gregg Tepper new Scoutmaster. Far right, Max
Tepper, senior patrol leader, and Ross
Hightower, assistant
senior patrol leader.

Andrew
Hightower
presents
colors at
the Court
of Honor.

Scouts receive awards at the Court of
Honor.
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REMEMBERING KATRINA

M

ary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church and
School opened
its doors and hearts to those
who needed a place to call
home after Hurricane Katrina
devastated the New Orleans
area on August 29, 2005.
When the school reopened
on September 19, St. Tammany Parish President Kevin
Davis, left, came to our morning assembly, welcoming the
many new students who found
a safe place in our school. Our
newcomers are pictured bottom left.
Mary, Queen of Peace
Church also provided “Mary’s
Market,” with
much-needed
items for
those who
were gutting
homes.
And starting
in December
2005, a group
of dedicated
parishioners
traveled
across the
lake every
other week to
take part in Catholic Charities’
Operation
Helping
Hands. On
one of their
visits, at
right, they
pose with a
statue of the
Blessed Mother at St. Mark’s
in Chalmette. That statue now
sits in front of our new school
building, a symbol of hope.
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To Fr. John,
From the Knights

T

he Rev. Harry W. Tompson, SJ, Assembly Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus presented a
chalice and paten to Fr. John during the installation dinner on July 11. The chalice is engraved with the names of two Brother Knights who recently passed away: Joe Park and
Pat Schexnaydre. Pictured above left, the installation of the Fourth Degree Knights.

FAMILY
MASS

T

he Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church
Knights of Columbus
Council 12072 held a Family Mass on August 2. Members and their families enjoyed coffee
and donuts in the cafeteria afterward. For more information on the Knights, contact Nick Lonergan at
nlonergan@yahoo.com.
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