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On Safari for God at VBS

Photos by Justin Abshire

Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church went on safari in June, with 165 children enjoying a faith-filled, fun-loving Vacation Bible School. The children explored the nature of God through music, crafts, and prayer. Many thanks to everyone
who helped make the week a great success! See more pictures on Pages 8 and 9.

Good
Stewards ...

Accept
God’s gifts
gratefully.
Cultivate
those gifts
responsibly
Share
them in
justice and
love
Return
them with
increase to
the Lord

+
To nominate a
steward,
call the office
at
626-6977

M

May: Mary Beth Deethardt

ary Beth Deethardt and her husband
moved to Mandeville after Hurricane
Katrina, joining Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church not long afterward. She
takes part in the health ministry at MQP, in particular
the prayer shawl group.
“As a nurse, I first volunteered to do blood pressures
for a health fair,” Mary Beth said. “Then (parish nurse)
Valerie Englehardt invited me to become a member of
the Health Cabinet. Valerie is such an inspirational person and it was her vision to start the prayer shawl ministry. This is a very
beautiful ministry, as the recipients of the prayer shawls get wrapped in
the love of the Lord.
“I feel very blessed to be able to donate these prayer shawls to individuals in need. While bringing some dinners for Meals & More, I have
found several people who have benefited from receiving prayer shawls.”
In addition to the health and prayer shawl ministry, Mary Beth takes
part in other aspects of parish life. “After I retired, I joined the Wednesday
morning Bible study group, which was starting the Bible Timeline, which
a wonderful study to learn about the Old and New Testaments,” she said.
She has continued to do other Bible studies. “They have truly enhanced
my spiritual growth,” she said. “I also joined the rosary group before 9
a.m. Mass on Friday mornings. What a beautiful group of people to pray
the rosary with; it is like having another extended family.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed to have Mary Beth as part of our family
of faith.

P

June: Petra Madrigal

etra Madrigal and her family are longtime parishioners of Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church.
Seven and a half years ago, she began serving in the
Spanish Prayer Group, coordinated by Elizabeth
Ryan and Sr. Marina Aranzabal, STJ.
“In the beginning, I simply attended the rosary and the
meetings,” she said. “Eventually, I began to help with the
planning and coordination of the calendar year, as well as
with the preparation of food to share after each meeting.”
Petra’s involvement with the Spanish Prayer Group increased her love for Mary, Queen of Peace parish. “I love being a part of this community, because one can find a great number of ways to be
kind, merciful, and share one’s talents in the community,” she said, inviting others to share their gifts with their parish family.
“Thank you God and Mary, Queen of Peace, for letting me be a part of this
community.”
And thank you, Petra Madrigal, for calling MQP home.
For information on the Spanish Prayer Group, contact Petra at
perichavez@hotmail.com.
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Ministry Fair: Sharing God’s gifts

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
will hold its annual Ministry Fair
after all Masses the weekend of August 22-23. Hosted by the parish
Stewardship Committee, the Ministry Fair invites all parishioners to see the many ways in
which our parish serves the mission of Christ
through liturgy, faith formation, Christian service, and more.
If you are looking for an opportunity to share
your God-given gifts with Mary, Queen of Peace,
be sure to visit our Ministry Fair!
To find out more about parish life at Mary,
Queen of Peace visit our website at:
wwwmaryqueenofpeace.org

The Stewardship Committee hosts the Ministry Fair
each year. Pictured at last year’s Ministry Fair are
Fr. John, Ministry Fair coordinator Susan Lange,
Davis Brister, and Joe Omner.

Stewardship
of treasure

E
Pastoral Council installation
Members of the Pastoral Council for 2015-2016 were installed
during the vigil Mass on May 30 at Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church. Members of the council include Kathy Cain,
Cindy Carroll, Mike Collura, Sandy Dombrowski, Cherie Erkel,
Tony Pastorello, Michael St. Germain, and Kate Wilhelm. For
more information on the Pastoral Council, contact the church
office at 626-6977.
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ach year, Mary,
Queen of Peace
Catholic Church invites us to reflect
upon our stewardship of treasure—the fact that all that we
have is a gift from God.
In the past, this has taken
place during Lent, with a letter
from the pastor inviting us to
reflect upon our God-given
gifts and make a financial commitment to the parish.
This year, our discussions on
stewardship of treasure will
take place during the fall.
Feel free to call the office
with any questions. Thank you
and God bless!

MANY
THANKS!

M

ary,
Queen of
Peace
Catholic
Church held a Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon
on June 7. Fr. John, Fr.
Ian, and the staff of MQP
gave thanks for the many
parishioners who share
their time and talent with
our parish family. We
are a vibrant Catholic
community because of
you!
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Save the date! November 14, 2015

S

ave the date for the Fleur
de Fall! The annual gala
and fundraiser for Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic
Church and School will take place
November 14.
We are planning a wonderful
event, as always, and are looking
for volunteers. If you can help in
any of the following areas, email
co-chairs Jerica Chustz or Holly
Schaffer at fleurdefall@gmail.com: Live and Silent Auction, Decorating, and Raffles. The
proceeds from the Fleur de Fall support the many ministries at Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church and School. Thank you and God bless!

St. Benoit update:
Goat program a success

M

ary, Queen of Peace recently received a report from Food for the
Poor updating us on the distribution of 80 goats to St. Benoit Parish under the supervision of Msgr. Wildor Pierre, who formed a committee to manage this
project. Goats were given to the poorest families with the stipulation that each beneficiary
would give one of the offspring back to the
church.
The committee established a register to distribute the new offspring to more parishioners in need. Each year, the number of beneficiaries could
double, making this a self sustainable project. According to the report, Dessources is one of the localities well-adapted for animal husbandry. The parishioners consider the goats to be a “savings account” because of the lack of banks. The goats also represent a means to transform crop residue, the
materials left over in a field after a crop has been harvested, into meat and milk. The report indicates
that the distribution of goats has been successful so far because families have shown their appreciation for this one-time gift and are happy to share their results.
This self-sustainable project was funded in part by donations from the parishioners of Mary, Queen
of Peace Catholic Church. The Haiti Solidarity Ministry and the parishioners of St. Benoit in Haiti appreciate your generosity.
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A time
to say
farewell

H

ow many times have you
read in the parish bulletin,
“Call Brenda in the parish
office”?
Over the past 14 years, you may
have read that more times than you
can count. As of July 1, however, you
could no longer call Brenda D’Antoni
in the parish office. After 24 years of
serving the Catholic
Church – 14 at Mary,
Queen of Peace – Brenda
is taking a well-deserved
retirement.
Brenda D’Antoni came
to Mary, Queen of Peace
in 2001 as administrative assistant to Fr.
Ronald Calkins, pastor at
the time. She served Fr.
Ronnie until his departure for St. Catherine of
Siena last summer, and
she served Fr. John Tran
during his first year as
pastor at MQP.
Before Mary, Queen of Peace,
Brenda worked as parish secretary at St. Rita in New Orleans and St. Pius X, also in
New Orleans. She will be
missed for her kindness and
her ever-present smile. We
wish Brenda every blessing.
She will always be a part of
Mary, Queen of Peace!

The staff
of Mary,
Queen of
Peace
treated
Brenda
D’Antoni
to a retirement
luncheon
in June.
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Opening our
hearts
to Family Promise
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
hosted Family Promise of St. Tammany
twice during the month of June. Below is a
note from Serita Senac, Family Promise
coordinator for MQP:

"We were blessed to
have been able to
share our time with
the family recently
hosted. As we
served them we
were also served by
their love and
affection.”

“What a beautiful
experience in
bringing the love
of Jesus to them."

On behalf of Mary, Queen of Peace
and Family Promise of St. Tammany
Parish, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all the volunteers that
help us set up, hosted, overnight
chaperoned, and provided meals for
our guests,
God bless all
of you!
I would
like to extend a special thank
you to
Susan
Beckendorf and Jimmy Senac for
their full support and saying "yes"
when I requested their leadership in
specific areas.
We will host Family Promise guests
from December 27 - January 3, 2016.
I look forward to serving with all the
wonderful volunteers again!
Warmest regards and
blessings!
Serita Senac
MQP Family Promise Host Coordinator

"It gave us a chance to ‘get our feet wet’ as we
are newcomers to hands-on charity work. Our
efforts did prove to us that we are capable of
mission work. Something that we know Jesus
has put on our hearts to do.”
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A joyous
jungle at VBS

Phohtos by Justin Abshire/See more pictures on our Facebook page!
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T

he children, teens, and adults
who took part in Vacation Bible
School were all smiles as they
spent a week exploring the
love of God. Everything concluded with
a performance for parents and friends.
The children also sang some of their
favorite VBS songs before the 9:30 Mass
on June 21.
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Marking milestones, from Pre-K to 7th grade

Our 7thgraders said
farewell to
Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
School in May.
Meanwhile, our
Pre-K and Kindergarten students had a
chance to show
parents just
what they
learned this
year as they enjoyed promotion
ceremonies.
Many thanks
to our wonderful parents, students, and
teachers!
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End-of-year
fun & games

From the
principal:
Get ready
for August!

M

ary, Queen
of Peace
Catholic
School finished up the school year
with field day fun, including
a dunking booth (Fr. John
took a turn), and fun under
the Pavilion (with Fr. Ian
cheering students along).
On the final day, pictured
below, some special guests
took part in a “celebrity
Jeopardy” game, which
kept everyone entertained!
Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic School wishes
everyone a wonderful
summer full of learning,
laughing, playing, and—
especially—praying!

I

am so excited about this upcoming year at Mary Queen
of Peace Catholic School! The
faculty and staff are all in
place and we are looking forward
to the students
coming to
learn,
laugh,
play and
PRAY together in
August.
We welcome our new families into our
school community.
Dad’s Work Day is Saturday,
August 1. Dads are needed to do
some cleaning, repairing, etc. beginning at 8a.m. We cannot do all
that we do without the help of our
parents!
Tuesday, August 4, will be a
busy day at school. Moms are
needed to help teachers in the
classrooms from 10 to 11 a.m.
New Student Orientation for parents and students in grades 1-7
will take place at 1 p.m. in the Parish Center. Packet Day will be 2 to
6 p.m. that same day.
Remember that life offers the
opportunity to learn, laugh, and
make lasting friendships. With
God as the center of our lives and
our school, we can continue to do
just that.
Enjoy the rest of summer! I’ll
see you in August!
- Sybil W. Skansi, Principal
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Many thanks for successful blood drive!

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church held its second Blood Drive of the year on June 14.
We often say that by donating blood, we are
“giving the gift of life.” We see the effect of this
when we donate blood.
We are pleased to report that our parishioners donated 33
pints of blood. The donors could choose blood coverage for
family or friends, or by “giving from the heart” (for a sick person who is in critical need of blood). What made this Blood
Drive extra special is that of the 33 pints of blood that were
donated, 23 pints were designated for three leukemia patients:
7-year-old Sara Edler, 1-year-old Sadie and Sr. Judith Elms,
OSB. Leukemia patients need fresh blood on a regular basis,
some as often as every one or two days. These blood recipients will directly benefit by the generosity of our MQP parishioners. They and others could not survive without this fresh
blood.
Remember that at any time, you can always donate blood at
The Blood Center in the Rouse’s Shopping Center near the
church. Just remember to ask them to credit Mary, Queen of
Peace with your blood donation; we will get the same credit as
if you donated at our Blood Drives.
We will have another Blood Drive in September. Be looking
in our weekly bulletin for specific information on our Blood
Drive as the time approaches.

In addition to thanking our Blood Drive
Ministry team, we would like to welcome a
new member, Jennifer Lambert, who volunteered to be on our team. It only requires
about two hours each quarter by making
phone calls to MQP parishioners to remind
them of the upcoming Blood Drives.
Please stop at our table at the Ministry Fair
after all Masses on the weekend of August 2223. You may also call Andrew Greco, Blood
Drive Ministry Leader, at (985) 626-6240 or
(985) 373-5315 (cell).
- Andrew Greco

Religious Education News
Parish School of Religion Registration:
Registration will take place in August.
Call the office at 674-9794 or check the website for details:
www.maryqueenofpeace.org
Interested in joining the Catholic Church?
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults will begin in September.
Contact DRE Jewell Bayhi at jbayhi@maryqueenofpeace.org for
information or call the parish office at 674-9794.
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Knights of Columbus installation, awards

T

he annual installation of officers for
Mary, Queen of Peace Knights of
Columbus Council 12072 was held on
June 26. Following the installation,
awards were presented to Don and Jodi Awbrey,
above, for Family of the Year. Knight of the Year
was presented to Guy Stacy. left. Outgoing Grand
Knight Harry Ryan was presented a mounted
gavel by incoming Grand Knight Steve Fradella,
top left. At top are the new officers of KC Council
12072, pictured with Fr. Ian Bozant.
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Spanish
Prayer
Group

A

bout 15
members
of the
Mary,
Queen of Peace Spanish Prayer Group, led
by Sister Marina
Aranzabal, STJ, participated in the Mass at the St. Louis Cathedral on May 24. Several group members were confirmed,
including Javier and Alma Diaz, Josue Fonseca, Angel Caicedo, and Dolores Castaneda.
For those interested in more information about the Spanish Prayer Group, please call Petra Madrigal at 985-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

Prayer Shawls: Bringing comfort & joy

U

nder the umbrella of the
Mary, Queen of Peace
Health Ministry, the
Prayer Shawl Ministry
has been formed to bring physical,
emotional, and spiritual comfort to
those who are battling serious physical or mental illness, grief, or isolation.
These beautiful Prayer Shawls
show the love of God and of our parish community in a tangible way.
They are lovingly knitted, crocheted,
quilted or sewn by volunteer hands
and every stitch is threaded with
prayers of love and hope. They are
blessed by one of our priests. Recipients have stated that they “enjoy being wrapped in the prayer shawl since many prayers go with it” and
“the prayer shawl has brought me so much comfort daily.”
If you would like to participate in this ministry, or to request a Prayer Shawl for someone, please contact: Ellen Molina (985.845.3068), Mary Beth Deethardt (985.624.2304) or Sylvia McGuire (985-8980196). Thank you!
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A closer
walk with
the
saints

A

ccompanied by Fr. Joe Palermo, spiritual director at
Notre Dame Seminary, and
Fr. Robert Cavalier, pastor
of St. John the Baptist in Folsom, a
number of parishioners made a pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Teresa
of Avila, St. John of the Cross and St. Ignatius of Loyola.
The theme for the pilgrimage was "Just a closer walk
with Thee," and the pilgrims were encouraged to learn
from the saints in order to walk more closely with Jesus.
They were able to visit the place of birth as well as the
tombs of St. Teresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross and
the cave of Manresa where St. Ignatius first experienced
the Spiritual Exercises.
Celebrating the Eucharist in chapels where these saints
surrendered their lives to God was a very moving experience. One of the highlights of the pilgrimage was a day of
prayer at the shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes (France)
which included participating at the International Mass,
the Eucharistic procession and the candlelight procession. There was also time for personal prayer at the
grotto, for bathing in the waters of Lourdes and for participating in the sacrament of reconciliation. Prayers were offered for
the physical, spiritual, and emotional
healing of parishioners and their
families. Upon crossing the Pyrenees
Mountains, the pilgrims arrived in
Barcelona, where they visited the
Holy Family Church, one of Gaudi´s
great works of art. They also travelled to the shrine of Our Lady of
Montserrat, in the outskirts of Barcelona, where they were able to participate in the monastic Mass with
the Benedictine monks and listen to
the Boys Choir as they sang the Salve
Regina.
Many prayers were offered for parishioners who had requested prayers and many
blessings were received by all those who participated in the pilgrimage.
“The pilgrimage was a beautiful spiritual experience,” parishioner Marsha Davis said.
“It was such a wonderful blessing to walk in the footsteps of Teresa of Avila, John of the
Cross and Ignatius of Loyola. Our daily liturgies were beautiful and meaningful, more
so because of being in places significant to the saints such as their tombs or conversion
15

From top: Our Lady of Montserrat; the grotto at Lourdes;
Teresian convent in Barcelona; Sr.
Marina singing with a Basque
choir. ‘The director hushed the
choir so only Sister could be
heard. What a glorious night,”
Paulette
Renaudin said.
places.
“Lourdes was a special blessing. Where else in the world
can you be lovingly immersed
in holy water?”
Everything about the trip
was special, Marsha said. “Even
our bus rides became learning
and spiritual experiences!”
- Sr. Marina Aranzabal STJ

Sharing a youthful love for the Lord

E

van Young is a youthful blessing to the
world around him. A recent St. Paul’s
graduate, he received the St. Timothy
Award last spring. The award is given
to Catholic youth who have shown outstanding service
and leadership in their parish and throughout the
Archdiocese.
Evan is certainly a young man of service. He was a
member of Pack and Troop 310 since first grade. “It was
through scouting that I learned what serving others
meant,” he said. “The highlight of my scouting career was
becoming an Eagle Scout. My project helped the Knights
of Columbus pave a pathway around the Project Moses
monument.”
Evan was also an altar server at MQP for seven years,
starting in fifth grade, and joined the parish youth
group in his freshman year of high school. “It was at
youth group where I found a calling to be a leader,” he
said. “In my sophomore year I was asked to represent
Mary, Queen of Peace at Teen CROSS (Catholics Reaching Out in Selfless Service). I served on Teen CROSS for
3 years, helping with World Youth Day and assisting in
events such as Abbey Youth Fest.”
Evan helped plan the confirmation retreat for the last

2 years, was involved in Student Hosts and Lasallian
Youth Leaders at St. Paul’s
School, and wants others to
know how much serving the Lord
means to him.
“I have always trusted in the Lord to guide me in the
right direction,” he said. “I feel we are called to serve others in our community. “I enjoyed my years on Teen
CROSS and was able to meet many faith-filled people sharing the love of God. Through this service and the many
retreats I have attended and helped with, I have a deeper
understanding of the Catholic faith and what it means to
serve.
“I would encourage other teenagers to get involved in
parish ministries. Mary, Queen of Peace offers so many
opportunities to serve. By getting involved you will feel
closer to God and to the other people around you.”
Evan will attend LSU in the fall, majoring in chemical
engineering and adding a little salt and light to the campus
in Baton Rouge. “I hope to find a new parish home at LSU.
Next summer, I will be going to World Youth Day in Poland. This trip will be such an amazing experience that I
will keep with me for the rest of my life.”
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