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Family
Promise:
A future
full of hope

Our second-grade girls and boys were ready for their First
Communion on May 2. On May 3, top right, they took
part in the May Crowning of our Blessed Mother.

‘Making my First Communion means having
Jesus Christ in my heart’
As they prepared for the big
day, we asked them a few quesn May 2, secondtions about what First Comgraders from Mary,
munion would mean to them.
Queen of Peace Catholic They had some wonderful anSchool and Parish
swers, such as Carlie’s quote,
School of Religion received the
above.
sacrament of Holy Communion.
We’d like to share some more
Their entire second-grade year
second-grade thoughts with
was spent in preparation for this you.
See Page 15
.
beautiful sacrament.
By Amy Bouton
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T

he prophet Jeremiah assured
the people that
God would not
abandon them. He assured them of “a future
full of hope” (Jer 29:11).
Family Promise offers
homeless families the
same: God will not abandon them; they can build
a future full of hope.
They can do this
through help from the
faith community of St.
Tammany, which has
joined Family Promise, a
faith-based program that
gives homeless families
a chance to work their
way toward financial
independence and permanent housing.
See Page 3

Good
Stewards ...


Accept God’s gifts
gratefully.



Cultivate those gifts
responsibly



Share them in justice and
love



Return them with increase
to the Lord

+
To nominate a steward,
call the office at
626-6977
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March:
Robert Scheuermann

B

ob Scheuermann and his wife, Helen, have been parishioners of Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church
since moving from Metairie to Mandeville after Katrina. Bob is an Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion and serves as the captain for the
11:30 a.m. Mass.
“All of my years as a Eucharistic minister have been very rewarding and humbling,” he said, adding that he was called to
serve in an unusual way. “It was the late 1970s at St. Clement of
Rome in Metairie,” he said. “The pastor was Msgr. Elmo Romagosa. On the way to a parish meeting, Msgr. Romagosa and I were
walking behind the new church when he said, ‘Doc, when the
new church opens, I would like you to become a Eucharistic minister.’ And that’s how the next 35 years-plus started for me.” He
has loved every moment of it, he said.
Bob is a retired dentist, and he and his wife have four children
who have followed in their footsteps of faith. Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church is blessed to have a good and faithful steward who serves the Lord. “If God is urging you to become an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, you will never regret
answering the call,” he said. MQP is thankful that Bob answered
the call!

April: Andrew Greco

ndrew Greco been a parishioner at
Mary, Queen of Peace since 1997.
Several years ago, he said, he somewhat reluctantly went to the Ministry
Fair. Reluctance turned into answering a call to
take a more active role in parish life. He siigned up for the Coffee & Donut Ministry, the
Early Bird Rosary (Fridays at 8:30 a.m.) and the
Bible Timeline. Last year, Andrew agreed to
coordinate our parish blood drives. “Little did I
know that hour at the Ministry Fair would have
such a profound influence on my life,” he said.
After going through the Bible Timeline, he continued with Bible studies and Spirituality groups,
“which have changed my life. I now have a much
deeper appreciation of the Mass, the Eucharist, the
Holy Spirit and the many contributions that the
Saints have played in shaping our Catholic church.
As with many cradle Catholics, I have always felt
inadequate about my limited knowledge of the
Bible and my ability to evangelize others. The

Bible Timeline study was a great way to
start my journey, and I highly recommend it
for anyone looking for a place to start.
“These Bible studies have really deepened
my faith, and I give so much credit to the
facilitators: Tricia Bollinger, Karen Sheehy
and Peggy Hebert. … I have learned the
significance of being ‘yoked’ with believers (not just with the
facilitators, but the classmates as well). I now try to attend daily Mass as often as I can. I have become involved in a number
of other Spirituality groups outside of Mary, Queen of Peace
parish. I find that the more I do, the more I want to do – and
often, even that doesn’t feel like I am doing enough.
“As I go farther in my faith journey, I think of one my favorite passages from St. Augustine of Hippo: ‘You have made us
for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in
you.’
“And, just think, all this started by going to a Ministry Fair to
which I really did not feel like going – and by simply saying
‘Yes’ to the Lord.”
MQP is blessed that Andrew says yes!
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Building communities, strengthening lives
From Page 1

Our guests arrive May 31
Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church
will host a Family
Promise group the
week of May 31. The
families will spend each
evening in the Parish
Center. Volunteers will bring them dinner and
visit. In the morning, more volunteers will bring
breakfast. After breakfast, the families are transported to the Day Center in Slidell, where they
will shower, do launcry, and receive assistance
in job searches, financial management, and other issues that can help lead them to permanent
housing.
They will return to the Parish Center at 5 in
the afternoon for dinner.
Who are these families and how do they
become homeless?
These families are our neighbors. They are
mothers trying to raise children after their exhusbands stopped paying child support; they
are mothers and fathers who encountered medical bills that far exceeded their ability to pay;
they are single parents who lost a job and had to
make a decision between home and car.
These families are people like you and me,
whose lives began to spin out of control after
just one incident: job loss, divorce, sickness. In
St. Tammany Parish, more than 1,000 children
are considered homeless. These are the families
Family Promise aims to help.
Melissa Landrum, executive director of the St.
Tammany affiliate, said the families are recommended through the school system and are
screened before acceptance. They have to agree
to the Family Promise regulations and take part
in employment searches and financial guidance.
Success stories
Family Promise has a record of success. Here is
one of the success stories, taken from the Family
Promise website, www.familypromise.org:

FINDING A HOME FOR HER SONS
If Theresa Gates could use one word to describe herself,
it would be “mom.”
“Since my children were
born, I have defined myself
as a mother before and
above any other role,” said
Theresa, who has three teenage sons. “I dedicated myself
to raising my children in the
most caring, loving, and stable environment possible.”
But two years after Theresa and her husband divorced
and her ex-husband stopped
paying child support, her
family lived in a motel room, paying by the week. The
social worker assigned to her case suggested that Theresa consider turning to Family Promise for assistance. At
first, she refused. “Although our family wasn’t making
any forward progress and we were crammed two to a
bed in a 10 foot by 14 foot room, we were living independently,” she says. “”Shelter’ has such a negative connotation.”
As the social worker continued to provide Theresa
with more details about Family Promise, she decided to
apply for a spot, which she calls “one of the best decisions I’ve made in my adult life.”
Laura Vincenti, Executive Director of the Family Promise Southwestern Pennsylvania Affiliate (FPSWPA), recognizes that Theresa’s decision to enter the Family Promise program was, at heart, “a desire to protect her sons
and provide well for them.” Theresa quickly warmed to
the Family Promise model, especially since it was the only sheltering option to keep her family intact.
Now a Family Promise “graduate,” Theresa is renting a
small three-bedroom home. Before reaching that milestone, FPSWPA’s case management program provided
Theresa with the budgeting skills she would need to determine an affordable rent.
Theresa could not be more grateful for all the support
she received in her journey to a fresh start. “There was
one person who got up early to bring me coffee before
we left the church in the morning, which seems like such
a small thing, but made me feel more at home and human. … There are people who touched us throughout the
program who will be in my thoughts and heart forever.”
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St. Benoit & MQP:
Hearts that beat as one
By Fr. Ian M. Bozant
——————t is hard to fathom: In September 2011, when
Mary, Queen of Peace partnered with St. Benoit
in Haiti, that rural parish lay in ruins after a
magnitude-7.0 earthquake devastated the country. The January 2010 earthquake, the most severe to
strike the country in more than 200 years, left at least
85,000 people dead and over a million people homeless.
St. Benoit was no exception to heartache and disaster. The church building on the main campus was
crippled, and the chapels that belong to St. Benoit (6
in total) suffered severe damage, some having only
their altar left standing. After the earthquake, St. Benoit’s congregation swelled as refugees from Port-auPrince sought a new life away from the ruins of the
capital city.
In the face of this, the parish’s new priest, Msgr. Wildor Pierre,
struggled to provide for his flock, ever confident that God would provide.
None of this, however, is immediately known when one steps into
the confines of the new compound that is St. Benoit Parish. The
beautiful rectory and church have tiled floor and fresh coats of paint
and a style that immediately calls to mind the Franciscan mission
churches of the Southwest United States. The multilevel compound
houses not only Msgr. Wildor but also three seminarians, classrooms
for 450 school children, a parish meeting hall, the church, and sacristy.
The parish has access to running water, a vital and precious resource, as well as solar power and a generator that is used sparingly. In
a country whose capital still houses the ruins of the presidential palace,
St. Benoit stands as a beacon of hope and new life. The physical parish itself only hints at the devastation wreaked upon the area just five
years earlier.
Even more important than the physical building itself is the testimony of the living church present at St. Benoit: her parishioners, children, and Msgr. Wildor himself. It would be difficult not to notice the
gratitude and joy on the faces of the people of St. Benoit—a joy and
gratitude that paradoxically radiates amidst the staggering poverty that
surrounds them. The people of Dessources do not have much, but
what they do have, they are grateful for and they acknowledge it all as
a gift from God. Rarely does Msgr. Wildor have a conversation in
which he does not boisterously proclaim, “Praise God! Praise God!”
And just as his leadership helps the construction process at St. Benoit
reach ever new heights, so does his spiritual leadership foster the life
of the parish. His gratitude and joy sets the example for those in his
care and is perhaps best reflected in the children of the school at St.

I

Benoit. Eagerly they come to school and intently do they absorb their lessons.
All of the children at St. Benoit pass their
exams—all of them. And this is because education is more than a formality; it represents
hope for them: hope that they can make a difference and change the situation that surrounds them. For the children at St. Benoit,
simple pleasures still amaze them and fill them
with wonder and awe. Evidence of this came
from their amazement and tangible excitement
when our merry group of seven helped them
to make paper butterflies out of colored tissue
and clothespins. Simplicity marks their life,
but it is a blessed simplicity.
As I come away from my first visit to St.
Benoit, I come away with several important
points. First, as I told Msgr. Wildor and the
parishioners of St. Benoit on the eve of our
departure, what we have between Mary, Queen
of Peace and St. Benoit is something far greater than any monetary partnership. It is an opportunity for us to engage the universal mission of the Church, recognizing that the Body
of Christ as spoken of by St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 12 truly does not have boundaries—it
goes beyond our local parish, state, or nation:
See next page
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Lessons learned
From the heart
of Haiti
From previous page

these are our brothers and sisters. Secondly, it has been an opportunity for us
to experience a growth in our own faith
as we encounter Christ in these new
friendships that have flowered through
our four years of partnership. Additionally, I myself have a far deeper appreciation
for the incredible generosity of our parishioners here at Mary, Queen of Peace.
Coming into this project, without having
been a part of its origin, it was difficult
for me to truly appreciate how instrumental the people of Mary, Queen of Peace
have been in helping Msgr. Wildor and
his parish. Through the support of parishioners at Mary, Queen of Peace, construction on the church has been completed; construction on the school has
made significant progress and continues;
teachers and staff have salaries; the water
well was completed in 2014 for $16,000; a
goat program (another valuable lifeline
for Haitians) has been established
through Food for the Poor; etc. All of
this enables them to work harder and
harder to create their beautiful community. Truly, I am humbled by the generosity
of our parishioners and I cannot fully
convey in words the gratitude of the people of St. Benoit. They never ceased
thanking our small delegation during our
visit! I, in turn, cannot thank Msgr. Wildor enough for his great leadership and
stewardship of his parish. His diligent
care and charismatic leadership are invaluable aids in moving forward in our goals.
As I close this small reflection, I encourage renewed support for the Haiti
Solidarity Partnership here at Mary,
Queen of Peace as we move forward in
our relationship. It was clear to me during my short time in Haiti that the hearts
of the people of Dessources beat in
unison with the hearts of us here at Mary,
Queen of Peace. Without ever having

The mission trip to St. Benoit took place just after Easter. Bishop Andre Dumas
celebrated Mass at St. Benoit with Msgr. Wildor Pierre and Fr. Ian Bozant. They
are pictured with Beth Baran, Pat Veters of St. Dominc, Sr. Marina Aranzabal, STJ,
Muguet Bolotte, Tony Pastorello, and Mark Ripple of St. Dominic. St. Dominic is
considering partnering with Mount Carmel Catholic Church near St. Benoit.

MQP Early
Childhood
director
Beth Baran
helps
students
make
decorative
crosses.

met me before, they hugged me and told me they loved me because I represented Mary, Queen of Peace, this wonderful parish that has done so much to
help them in their hour of need.
Give in whatever ways you can: money, donation, time, prayer, etc. As
our Holy Fathers have repeatedly reminded us, it is in a life of self-gift and
service to those around us that we discover who we truly are and that we encounter the face of Christ: “Jesus identifies himself with those in need, with
the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and those in prison.
“As you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt
25:40).
Love of God and love of neighbor have become one: in the least of the
brethren we find Jesus himself, and in Jesus we find God” (Benedict XVI,
Deus Caritas Est [God is Love], 15).
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School News: Hoops and Hulas
for Haiti

“Hoops for Haiti” pitted
students against faculty
(and clergy—Fr. John
“Megatran” and Fr. Ian
“Slim Reeper” Bozant)
to raise money for the
students of St. Benoit in
Haiti. “Hoops” included
more than basketball—
check out Sr. Marina in
the Hula-Hoop competition.
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School News:
Learning, Laughing,
Praying, and Playing

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic School students have
been busy learning, laughing, praying, and playing!
Clockwise from top: Students attended
the Chrism Mass on the Tuesday of Holy
Week at St. Louis Cathedral; 7thgraders presented a living Stations of
the Cross on Holy Thursday; an educational trip to Boston was a great opportunity for 7th-graders; and another
wonderful opportunity took place in
April for Calling All Fifth-graders, who
learned all about vocations.

Leo Scriber, above, was our
5th-grade student of the year. Congratulations, Leo! Above right, students helped “Stuff the Bus” for the Food Bank.
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Alleluia!
He is risen! Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church celebrated the Easter Vigil on
April 4, baptizing four new
Catholics. Two also made
professions of faith, seven
made First Communion, and
eight were confirmed. Are
you interested in the Catholic
faith? Call 626-6977.
Photos by
Justin
Abshire
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Easter Egg-citement!

T

he annual Knights of Columbus Easter Egg Hunt was a
big hit, with about 75 children participating on Holy
Saturday. Everyone had a great time
doing crafts, eating cupcakes, and finding Easter eggs! Above, Grand Knight
Harry Ryan reads an Easter story to the
children before they head out for the
hunt.
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Divine Mercy Sunday

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
celebrated Divine Mercy Sunday on
April 12. The afternoon of devotion
included Eucharistic adoration, recitation of the rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet,
veneration of the image, and confessions.
The April 12 devotion was the culmination of
the Divine Mercy Novena, which began on Good
Friday.

Prayer shawls:
Comfort & joy

U

nder the umbrella of the Mary,
Queen of Peace Health Ministry,
the Prayer Shawl Ministry has
been formed to bring physical,
emotional, and spiritual comfort to those
who are battling serious physical or mental illness, grief, or isolation. These beautiful Prayer Shawls show the love of God
and of our parish community in a tangible
way. They are lovingly crafted by volunteer hands and every stitch is threaded with prayers of love
and hope. They are blessed by one of our priests.
Recipients have stated that they “enjoy being wrapped in the Prayer Shawl since many prayers go
with it” and “the Prayer Shawl has brought me so much comfort daily.”
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Proclaiming God’s
Word

T

he Mary,
Queen of
Peace lector ministry held its annual
retreat in March.
Members took time
to introduce themselves to one another, and Fr. John
spoke about the importance of living a life in harmony with
the Gospel.
The retreat was organized by Mike Holland, who has faithfully served as lector ministry leader for eight years. He announced at the retreat
that he will be stepping down as lector ministry leader. Allan Couvillion take over the leadership role
starting this month.

Order of St. Louis Medallion Recipients

T

he Order of St.
Louis IX Medallion is presented to members
of the laity throughout
the archdiocese for service and dedication to
the Church.
The medallions were
presented May 3 in a
ceremony at St. Louis
Cathedral. Recipients
from Mary, Queen of
Peace included Nancy
Waguespack and Richard and Lynda Jeansonne. Parishioners Cindy and Jack Jensen received the St. Louis Medallion from the Catholic
Foundation.

From left, Nancy Waguespack, Lynda Jeansonne, Fr. John, Richard Jeansonne, Cindy and Jack Jensen.
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Thank you to our altar servers!

The altar servers from Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church had a busy day on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. They cleaned palms, attended a retreat, and were honored by
the Knights of Columbus Council 12072. They are pictured above holding their certificates, with Fr. John and Fr. Ian.
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Altar Server
of the Year

A

By Amy Bouton
___________________________

new chapter is set to begin in
the life of high school graduate
Beau Douglas as he leaves behind his six-year tenure as an
altar server at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church. In April, he was recognized for
his faithful service and dedication as the Altar Server of the Year
for 2014-2015 from MQP. In his own words, something in the
back of his mind just told Beau to start altar serving, and he does
admit that it made his Mom really happy when he decided to do
it.
Every year since Beau started serving, with the exception of
this past year, he has been an integral part of training new servers. “I love doing that,” Beau says, “I have trained these kids in
the church in hopes that I am doing something good for them
that will help them later on.” Beau has also been heavily involved
in the MQP Peacemakers youth group.
Now that he has graduated, Beau will begin a brief European adventure and then come home to Mandeville to finish his final
summer as a youth member of our congregation, where he plans
to serve until he leaves for college at Louisiana Tech in Ruston. “I
am going to an area where there is a small Catholic community,”
he notes. “I would like to be a Eucharistic minister and help out
with the church.”

F

Beau Douglas is pictured at the awards ceremony
with his parents, Bubby and Stephanie, his sister
Mary Margaret, and Archbishop Gregory Aymond.
Beau says that he has always wanted to be a part of
the church in some way; he has always wanted to help
out. He has a few word of advice for young people who
may be mulling over their calling to altar serve. “I love
serving the church in this way. I would say give it a
shot,” Beau advises.
“The man lying on the cross above the altar gave his
life for what you do every day, so you have to serve
him some kind of way. So serving this way, even if you
may not like it; giving this sacrifice may mean getting
you into heaven.”
Best of luck Beau!

Youth Leadership Awards

our members of the
Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church youth
group, the Peacemakers, were honored with youth
leadership awards.
Reagan Hightower, Bailey Lanier, and Ashton Young received Youth Leadership
awards, and Evan Young received the St. Timothy Award
for outstanding youth leadership.

Ashton Young, Evan Young, and Bailey Lanier received their awards April 26 at St.
Louis Cathedral. Reagan Hightower received
her award at the 6 p.m. Mass at Mary,
Queen of Peace on May 3. She is pictured
with youth minister Stephen Johnson and
Fr. Ian Bozant.
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Substance
Addiction
Ministry
On January 19, Dr. A. Kenison Roy, III spoke at MQP on
the topic of “Addiction as a
Disease.” Dr. Roy is the
founder and Medical Director of Addiction Recovery
Resources, Inc. of New Orleans, and is a Clinical Associate Professor of Psychiatry
at both
Tulane and
LSU School
of Medicine.
Dr. Roy d
addressed
the physiological and psychological
symptoms, behaviors, and
treatment options associated with substance abuse
and addiction.
Are you concerned about
your own or someone else’s
use of alcohol or drugs?
You are not alone. Please
contact the Substance Addiction Ministry at 985-6267905 or e-mail
mqpsam@gmail.com

Spanish Stations of the Cross
About 50 members of the Mary, Queen of Peace Spanish Prayer Group, led by Sister Marina
Aranzabal, participated in the Stations of the Cross at the Teresian Center in Covington on
Good Friday. Forr those interested in more information about the Spanish Prayer Group,
please call Petra Madrigal at 985-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

SAVE THE DATE! FOR THE FLEUR DE FALL
Mark your calendars for the
Fleur de Fall!

November 14, 2015
Rick and Cheryl Collarini recently enjoyed
Dinner at the Rectory, their live auction
item from the Fleur de Fall.

We’ll have food, music, fun
and special auction items!

Blood Drive coming up in June
We cannot overemphasize the importance of donating blood.
It cannot be manufactured. It cannot be purchased. It can
only be obtained as an unselfish loving gift by someone willing to give up a small amount of time and willing to endure a
small needle-stick to help save the life of someone in desperate need of blood. It truly is giving the “gift of life”!
We will have our second Blood Drive of the year at Mary,
Queen of Peace on Sunday, June 14th from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Auditorium. Last year, we had an extremely successful
year. We are thankful for the blood donors who have participated in our Blood Drives and encourage others to donate.
To minimize your wait time, you can sign-up in advance after
Mass the weekend before the Blood Drive. We will honor
14

any sign-up times. I sincerely thank our Blood Drive Ministry team. Much of our success would not be possible
without the help of these people: Bob and Karen Guise,
Shawn and Dawn Skinner, Mary Rulli, Nichole Delhome,
Connie Gearheard, Carol Holland and Allison Wallace.
We realize that everyone is not able to donate blood.
We welcome others to join us. You don’t have to be a
blood donor to be on our team. If you are interesting in
joining our Ministry Team, please call me at 626-6240.
Andrew Greco
Blood Drive coordinator

WHAT DOES
MAKING YOUR
FIRST
COMMUNION
MEAN TO YOU?
‘It means everything to me. If I
were to choose one thing to do in
church it would be Holy
Communion.’
Anna Grace
‘Making my First Communion
means I have a pure soul and
heart.’
Peytin
‘Jesus is coming to me.’
Kressley
‘It makes me happy and a little
nervous.’
Nicholas
‘It means God is joining me in my
life.’
Taylor Michelle
‘It means getting a closer
relationship with God and Jesus.’
Miranda
‘Making my first Communion
makes me very excited and
happy.’
Layla
‘To me Communion means to be
closer to God to be a disciple of
Jesus.’
Catherine

‘Making my First
Communion means God
entering my heart.’
Alexa

WHAT WILL
HAPPEN
WHEN YOU
MAKE
YOUR FIRST
COMMUNION?
‘I will finally have Christ in my
body.’
Hailey

WHAT IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT THING
ABOUT MAKING FIRST
COMMUNION?
‘I get to receive Holy Communion
and it gets me closer to God.’
Mia
‘To have Jesus.’
Grayson

‘For the first time in my life, I get to
receive Jesus’ body and blood.’
Adyson

‘Getting the chance to talk with
Jesus.’
Ella

‘We will get blessed by Jesus Christ.’
Jenna

‘Everybody in my family will be
able to get the bread.’
Sarah

‘I will become more holy.’
Abigail

WHAT ARE YOU MOST
LOOKING FORWARD TO?

WHAT
PREPARATIONS
DID YOU MAKE?
‘My teacher helped me practice
First Communion steps.’
Alexa
‘We did our First Communion
book.’
Adyson
‘ Being in this class to learn
about God.’
Ava
‘I have been praying for this day
working with my family and
finished my book.’
Catherine

‘I hope I don’t get sick because I
want to receive First Communion.’
Nicholas
‘Receiving the Body of Christ and
bringing clean hands and clean
hearts there.’
Lucy
‘ I am excited that I get to take the
Body of Christ and the blood of
Christ.’
Ava
‘Talking to the priest.’
Jordyn
‘I love going to church and that day
will be like going to church but
way more exciting.’
Jillian

‘I have been doing my First Communion book.’
Rachel

‘It will be like going to church and
celebrating a really good
sacrament.’
Riley

‘I bought a dress and a veil to
wear.’
Jordyn

‘The holy celebration of the Mass.’
Olivia
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Making work a holy occupation

businessman, husband, and father of
four reflects upon living his faith every
day:
“We are constantly challenged to
bring God into every aspect of our lives. We hear it every
week, and then Monday arrives. We get back to work
and something happens.
We often forget, amid our colleagues, the challenges
of routines, the demands of producing, and our obligation to contribute, that we don’t have to face our business lives alone. I have found that inviting Christ to be a
part of every aspect of work has been a game changer
when it comes to my attitude and how I relate to others.
I try to wake up 30 minutes early to say my routine
prayers, and then go through a list of all the people I
work with each day. I pray for the business of the day,
for the meetings in which people are expecting results
from me, my company, my boss and others on my team.
Does this make work easier? Not necessarily, but it
does give me a deeper purpose for what I do and the
people I serve. Surprisingly, I have found connections to
others at work who do the same. Prayer groups have
formed and our work seems to take on a new meaning.
16

God never ceases to find His way into our lives,
if we let Him.” Let us let Him in.
This prayer was composed by Pope Saint John XXIII. It
places all workers under the patronage of St. Joseph the
Worker and asks for his intercession so that we may regard
our work as a means of growing in holiness.
A Prayer for Workers
O glorious Joseph! Who concealed your incomparable and
regal dignity of custodian of Jesus and of the Virgin Mary under the humble appearance of a craftsman and provided for
them with your work, protect with loving power your sons,
especially entrusted to you.
You know their anxieties and sufferings, because you yourself
experienced them at the side of Jesus and of His Mother. Do
not allow them, oppressed by so many worries, to forget the
purpose for which they were created by God. Do not allow
the seeds of distrust to take hold of their immortal souls. Remind all the workers that in the fields, in factories, in mines,
and in scientific laboratories, they are not working, rejoicing,
or suffering alone, but at their side is Jesus, with Mary, His
Mother and ours, to sustain them, to dry the sweat of their
brow, giving value to their toil. Teach them to turn work into
a very high instrument of sanctification as you did. Amen.

