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Giving hope
to homeless
families
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ifty years of priesthood is something to be celebrate,
and Mary, Queen of Peace celebrated this joyous occasion with Msgr. Bill Bilinsky on January 25. Fr. Bill is pictured embracing Fr. Oleh Kharyshyn after a presentation of Ukrainian gifts. See more, Pages 4 and 5.

ary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church has joined
Family Promise of
St. Tammany, an interfaith effort to serve the needs of
homeless families while they
work to make the transition to
permanent housing and financial independence.
Our parish is one of 18
churches, including four other
Catholic churches, that will
host up to 4 families (or 14
people maximum) three or
four times a year. The families
will stay for one week.
Our first scheduled week to
host families is June 21-28.
“We are mindful of not scheduling our hosting week during
school time, “ said Serita Senac,
Continued on Page 8

Good
Stewards ...


Accept God’s
gifts gratefully.



Cultivate those
gifts responsibly



Share them in
justice and love



Return them
with increase to
the Lord

+
To nominate a
steward,
call the office at
626-6977

JANUARY: Mary Jean Moore

M

ary Jean Moore was our January Steward of the Month.
Mary Jean and her husband,
Jim, have been parishioners of
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church since
1994, and they are involved in a variety of
ministries in which they share their Godgiven gifts.
One wonderful gift that Mary Jean shares
is her gift of needlework. For the past 13
years, she has volunteered to teach embroidery to the students at Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic School.
She also makes linens for the church,
serves as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion, and assists with Knights of Columbus events such as serving desserts at
the Lenten fish frys.
Mary Jean doesn’t take credit for any of her service. “God blessed me with a
talent for sewing and needlework, and I had two grandmothers and two greatgrandmothers who taught me how to use this talent as well as growing closer to
them,” she said. “I am only giving back to God what is His by teaching others to
develop their talent and by making linens for His Church.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed by the presence of this selfless steward.

FEBRUARY: Robert and Sue Evans

O

ur February Stewards of the Month
were Sue and Rob Evans. They
have been active members of
Mary, Queen of Peace since they
moved to the Northshore in 2008, working
together in several ministries and enjoying a
few on their own, as well. Robbie is a 4th Degree in the Knights of Columbus and a member of the Men’s Spirituality group—Fishers
of Men. Sue enjoys the Women’s Spirituality
group with Sister Marina. Together they
have helped with Fleur-de-Fall and the parish Divine Mercy celebration.
Sue and Robbie also serve as Eucharistic
Ministers. They can usually be found at the 6
p.m. youth mass, and are very active in the
Peacemakers youth group. Youth ministry is

a longstanding passion of
theirs. “Being involved
with the young people is
very rewarding as we see
God working with our future generations,” Sue explains. “It's exciting to see
the work of the Lord as the
youth share their thoughts
and visions and their willingness to live and spread their Catholic faith.”
Sue and Robbie will, they say, continue to be found helping out
at MQP, wherever they feel the Holy Spirit leading them. We are
truly blessed that the Holy Spirit led them to our parish and by
their very generous outpouring of time, talents, and love of their
faith.
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Taking up the sign of the cross:
Lenten Mission March 16-18

April 1:
Deanery reconciliation service, 7
p.m., Mary, Queen of Peace

A

s early as the
3rd century,
Christians
started to
sign themselves with a
cross. Eighteen centuries later, we continue
the practice of making
the sign of the cross
when we start to pray, when we celebrate the
sacraments, and when we enter a church.
Done so often and usually out of habit, has
this ancient gesture lost its meaning for us?
Over 3 nights, Fr. Albert Haase, OFM, will
lead us in a parish mission entitled SIGNED
AND SEALED WITH THE CROSS. We will explore the identity of our God proclaimed in
the ancient gesture of being signed with a
cross. We will also explore the challenges and
responsibilities we accept when we seal our
lives with the sign of our salvation.
The mission presentations will take place
each evening at 7 p.m. and last approximately
one hour. Free child care will be provided in
the Parish Center. There will be no morning
presentations.
A PRAYER FOR OUR PARISH MISSION:
I accept the Sign of the Cross
On my forehead + to learn to know and love Jesus
On my ears + that I may hear the voice of the Lord
On my eyes + that I may see the Glory of God
On my lips + that I may respond to the Word of the Lord
On my heart + that Christ may dwell there by faith
On my shoulders + that I may bear the gentle yoke of
Christ
On my hands + that Christ may be known in my work
On my feet + that I may walk in the way of Christ.
I accept the Sign of the Cross
As the promise of eternal life
If I am faithful to my vocation as a Christian.
Amen.

Holy Week/
Easter Schedule

April 2:
Holy Thursday, Mass of the
Lord’s Supper, 7 p.m. Adoration
until Midnight.
April 3:
Good Friday, Commemoration of
the Lord’s Passion, 3 p.m.
Stations of the Cross, 6 p.m.
April 4:
Easter Vigil, 8 p.m.

About
Fr. Albert Haase,
OFM
Born in New Orleans, Fr.
Albert Haase, OFM, was
ordained a Franciscan
priest in 1983.
He is a popular preacher,
teacher, spiritual director
and radio personality.
A former missionary to
mainland China for over
eleven years, he is the author of eight books on
popular spirituality.
He trains spiritual directors in the diocese of
Springfield, Ill. He is also
the co-host of Spirit and
Life, a radio show heard in
16 states every weekend
on the Relevant Radio Network.
He resides in Texas. Visit
his website at
www.AlbertOFM.org
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April 5:
Easter Sunday, Masses at 7:30,
9:30, and 11:30 a.m. No 6 p.m.
Mass.

April 3-12:
Divine Mercy Novena: The
Chaplet of Divine Mercy will be
recited each day in the church
starting on April 3, after the 3
p.m. service, and daily at 3 p.m.,
with the novena concluding on
April 11. Divine Mercy Devotion: April 12 from 2-4 pm. The
afternoon will include Eucharistic
adoration, recitation of the Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet,
veneration of the image, and confession.

A PRIEST FOR LIFE

M

sgr. William Bilinsky celebrated the Divine Liturgy of Thanksgiving
according to the Ukrainian Greek rite on January 25 at Mary, Queen
of Peace. Fr. Ronnie Calkins, former pastor at Mary, Queen of Peace,
delivered the homily, praising “Fr. Bill” for his great gifts to the
Church and to Mary, Queen of Peace in particular. Fr. Bill has been assisting MQP
since Easter Tuesday 2002. Others on hand included Archbishop Thomas Rodi
of Mobile, Fr. John-Nhan Tran, pastor of Mary, Queen of Peace; Fr. Ian Bozant,
parochial vicar, and other clergy. Friends from Chicago were on hand as well as
a very special guest—Fr. Oleh Kharyshyn from Ukraine. Fr. Oleh spent time at
MQP in the summers as a seminarian. He brought his friend and mentor a
Ukrainian flag, an icon of Christ, and a little bit of home—dirt from Ukraine.
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Covenant of Love:
Not-so-Newlywed Game

C

ovenant of Love
wrapped up a
year of “Date
Nights” with the
“Not-so-Newlywed Game”
on February 13. Fr. John
hosted the evening, coordinated by Charlotte and
Allan Couvillion, at left.

PSR Prayer Rocks
Students in Melanie Saunders’ Parish
School of Religion Class made prayer
rocks recently to remind them to
pray each day and night. For information on our Parish School of Religion, contact DRE Jewell Bayhi at 6749794 or
jbayhi@maryqueenofpeace.org

Preparing
for Easter
Those journeying through
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults took part in
the Rite of Election on
February 23. Mary, Queen
of Peace Catholic Church
looks forward to welcoming them fully into the
Catholic Church at the
Easter Vigil on April 4.
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First Reconciliation: Meeting God’s mercy

F

By Amy Bouton

or students
“Confession is an act
in the Mary,
of honesty and
Queen of
Peace Parish courage — an act of
School of Religion as entrusting ourselves,
well as those in Mary,
beyond sin, to the
Queen of Peace
mercy of a loving and
Catholic School,
forgiving God.”
March 11 will mark
their moment of
-Saint John Paul II,
great honesty and
September
14, 1987 Homily
courage as they receive the sacrament
of reconciliation. After months of preparation,
these children will receive this grace-filled sacrament during the season of Lent, thereby fulfilling
their Lenten obligation. Father John Tran, pastor,
has encouraged parents to accompany their children and offers the opportunity of confession to
anyone else present.
Section VI, 1440 of the Catechism of the
Catholic Church explains that reconciliation repairs the divide that sin creates between sinners
and God. “Sin is before all else an offense against
God, a rupture of communion with him. At the
same time it damages communion with the
Church. For this reason conversion entails both
God’s forgiveness and reconciliation with the
Church, which are expressed and accomplished
liturgically by the sacrament of Penance and
Reconciliation.”
“First Confession is such an important sacrament,” said Jewell Bahyi, Director of Religious
Education. “It is equally as important as marriage, or any of the other sacraments. It is essentially a freeing of your soul from sin. When children make their first reconciliation, we encourage families to offer them support and come and
celebrate the sacrament with them.”
“When we sin, we sin against God, others and
ourselves. The sacrament of Reconciliation is an
opportunity and an invitation from God to be
reconciled with him, one another, and ourselves,” Father John said. “When we go to confes-

T

he special needs PSR class at Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church celebrated the sacrament of reconciliation in February with Fr. Ian
Bozant. As one grateful parent put it: “I was in
tears watching Father Ian sing with the children
after their reconciliation! He is amazing. I could
really feel the love he has in his heart. … This class
has been so wonderful for my son. I think I receive
more than he does!”
The special needs class is taught by Jeanne
Bower. For more information, contact DRE Jewell
Bayhi at 674-9794 or
jbayhi@maryqueenofpeace.org .

sion, we acknowledge God’s love and mercy for us
and our desire to change and become the person
God wants us to be. That is what we are called to do.
The more frequently we celebrate this sacrament,
the more we begin to know what it means to ask for
forgiveness, to forgive and to be forgiven.”
Confession is available every day at Mary, Queen
of Peace, 30 minutes before every Mass (except for
6:30 a.m. on Wednesdays) and from 4 to 4:45 p.m.
on Saturdays. Lenten Mass times are: Monday
through Friday at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m., as well as 6:30
a.m. on Wednesdays and 9 a.m. on Saturdays.
Weekend Masses are: 5 p.m on Saturdays, and 8
a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Sundays.
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Helping families
find their way home
From Page 1

volunteer coordinator for MQP.
Family Promise is a nationwide effort to help families who have become homeless due to a variety of circumstances. The effort to bring Family Promise to St.
Tammany has been in the works for almost two years.
Parishioner and Pastoral Council member Kathy Cain
was instrumental in bringing Family Promise to the
attention of Mary, Queen of Peace.
“I've always had the desire to volunteer in a soup
kitchen but have never lived in a city that had one,”
Kathy said. About two years ago, she said, she shared
that desire with Fr. Ronnie Calkins, former pastor,
who suggested she talk to Stephanie Dupepe at Catholic Charities.
Stephanie and Craig Marinello of Catholic Charities
Northshore introduced Kathy to Family Promise,
which the St. Tammany Housing Alliance was hoping
to get started.”
After more discussions, meetings, and visits with
Family Promise affiliates, “I became convinced that it
is a program that should be a part of St. Tammany Parish with Mary, Queen of Peace serving as one of the
host congregations,” Kathy said. “How can we not take
care of homeless children and their families who are
right here in our midst? How can we not help feed the
hungry and house the homeless? How can we not provide a helping hand to get people back on their feet
and into a sustainable life?”
After all, she said, there are nearly 61 homeless people—approximately 17 families—in St. Tammany Parish on any given night.
At his first Pastoral Council meeting after arriving in
July, Fr. John-Nhan Tran signed the contract, committing Mary, Queen of Peace as a host congregation for
8

Family Promise of St.
“How can we not
Tammany.
“Opening our
take care of
doors and
our hearts to
homeless
the homeless
children and their
is what we
are called to
families who are
do as Cathoright here in our
lics,” Fr. John
said.
midst? “
“The Lord
calls us to
Kathy Cain,
love everyParishioner
one, especially those
who may feel
lost and forgotten.”
Parishioner Serita Senac will serve as coordinator for Family Promise at Mary,
Queen of Peace. She volunteered with the
program at a church in Texas, where she
prepared meals and acted as an evening
host.
“My experience with homelessness was
rolling down my window driving to and
from work in New Orleans and giving the
person at the street corner every penny in
my purse, which by the way was not much,
but I always knew I had more than they did
and needed to share.
“However, Family Promise opened my
eyes to a greater homeless problem: Parents
with young children in our own communities are without housing and food. We have
the opportunity to make a tangible difference in helping these families find their way
home.”
Serita will need plenty of help from all of
us to make our guests feel welcome.
How can you help? Volunteers are
needed for meals, as evening and morning
hosts, and for setup and breakdown. Please
contact Serita at ssenac@att.net
You can find out more at
http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/familypromise/home

Blood Drive:
March 15

We cannot overemphasize
the importance of donating
blood. It truly is giving the
“gift of life”!
We will have our first
Blood Drive of the year at
Mary Queen of Peace on Sunday, March 15th from 8:30
AM – 1:00 PM in the Auditorium. Last year, we had an
extremely successful year.
There was a significant increase in donor participation. As a result, the Blood
Center has dedicated additional people and has doubled the size of their staff at
our Blood Drives.
We are thankful for the
blood donors who have participated in our Blood Drives
and encourage others to donate. To minimize your any
wait time, you can sign-up in
advance. We will have a sign
-up sheet in the foyer of the
church the weekend before
the Blood Drive. We will
honor any sign-up times.
If you are interested in
joining the blood drive team,
please call me at 626-6240.
- Andrew Greco

A Night in Haiti right here at MQP

A

Night
in

Haiti", the
third annual
celebration of
our partnership with
St.Benoit Parish in Dessources,
Haiti, will take
place from
6:00-9:00 p.m.
on Saturday, March 14, in the Mary, Queen of Peace School cafeteria.
The evening includes a Haitian themed dinner, wine, beer and drinks,
a DJ with lively music and the sale of Haitian crafts. Come and see
what the parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace and St. Benoit have
accomplished together. Proceeds from the evening will help fund the
education expenses of students at the elementary school. Event
sponsorships are also available. Please see our website at http://
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/haiti-partnership/home or email
Muguet Bolotte at mbolotte@gmail.com. Thanks to all who support
our Haiti Solidarity Partnership!
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When students rule the school

S

tudents tried their
hands at teaching and
administration in
January when the
winners of the Fleur-de-Fall
Principal and Teacher of the
Day raffles cashed in on their
prizes. The big day included
meetings, classrooms activities, and a few donuts and
pizza treats along the way!
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At MQPCS:
We pray, we play,
we learn and we laugh!

M

ary,
Queen
of
Peace
Catholic School took
part in the Catholic
Schools Week Mass
at the end of January.
Our student representatives posed with
Archbishop Gregory Aymond afterward.
Meanwhile, our talented students put on
a fabulous school play that
showed their creativity in so many
ways!
And, of course, we are learning
all the time, using hand-on approaches to making the most of
what we are learning.
Finally, we do know how to
laugh—especially at parade time.
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Peacemakers
Marching for Life

P

eacemakers youth minister Stephen Johnson and Fr. Ian Bozant accompanied
several youth to the March for Life in Washington, D.C., in January. The group
braved the cold to stand up for life. For information on the Peacemakers youth
group, email Stephen Johnson at sjohnson@maryqueenofpeace.org.

Spanish Prayer Group
The Mary,
Queen of
Peace Church
Spanish
Prayer Group
held a meeting on February 13, in
which Deacon Roberto
Zambrano and his wife, Gladys Zambrano, at
right, discussed the importance of family life and
the path to becoming a deacon. Also, the Iturriaga family, parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace
Church,, above left, shared their testimony of faith. The meeting ended with Sr. Marina Aranzabal singing beautiful songs that reflect God’s love. For information on the Spanish Prayer
Group, contact Elizabeth Ryan at hmriii@yahoo.com.
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Right to Life
Ceremony

T

he Mary, Queen of Peace
Knights of Columbus Council
12072 hosted a Right to Life
prayer ceremony at the prolife monument outside of the church in
January after 11:30 a.m. Mass. Fr. Ian
Bozant, with Deacon Timothy Jackson,
right, led the prayer service.
Photos by Mary Gene Lescale

Knights of Columbus monthly awards
Knights of Columbus Council 12072 presented their monthly awards for January. Family of
the Month went to Don Awbrey, at left; the Knight of the Month was presented to Steve
Fradella, at right. Philip Garcia presented the awards.
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It’s a sign: The Fleur-de-Fall fun continues

T

he Fleur-de-Fall gala in
November included three popular
live auction items: Naming
rights to the “road to the rectory,” to the cafeteria, and to the new
covered pavilion.
The winners’ signs were unveiled in
January. Clockwise from top: Fourthgrader Marisa Guarino poses with her
parents, Principal Sybil Skansi and Fr.
John Tran at the new “Marisa Ave.”; the
new “Roy Boys’ Bistro” is named for
PK4 twins Matthew and Andrew Roy;
and, finally, Jacob and Joshua Hamide
donated their naming rights to the Pavilion to Ava Scaglione, who has been battling cancer. Jacob, in second grade, and
Joshua, PK4, wanted to do something
special for Ava, and she thought this was
very special indeed! She named the
Pavilion “My Best Friends’ Playground.”
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SPEAKING
OF VOCATIONS

F

r. Ian Bozant, parochial vicar, and Sr. Marina Aranzabal, STJ, spoke to students
about the calling to the priesthood and
religious life in February. The children enjoyed a visit in the rectory, where Sr. Marina entertained with song and everyone had a chance to try
on priestly and Teresian attire. Fr. Ian and Sr.
Marina shared their own stories and encouraged
the children to listen for God’s voice in their lives.

Forming the laity
Karen Baker recently completed a two-year formation program for lay leaders known as Co-Workers Leadership Institute (recently renamed the Institute for Lay Ecclesial
Ministry). The program is based at Notre Dame Seminary
and trains laity for Church ministry. The program includes
the same pillars as those used for diaconate formation:
spiritual, intellectual, pastoral, and human.
Karen and her nine classmates were commissioned by
Archbishop Aymond as lay ecclesial ministers during a Mass
on January 11 at St. Louis Cathedral.
Karen is a part-time staff member at Mary, Queen of
Peace, maintaining the website, coordinating the Friday enewsletter, and producing the bimonthly Peace Times.
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A basketball mom’s guide to holiness

H

ere’s the story of a young mother who
shall remain nameless to protect the
holy. (We all feel a little funny talking
about our own holiness, don’t we?)
Even in the midst of shuttling boys to basketball,
even while shopping for groceries when she’d rather be home
reading a book, even when her patience wears thin, this mom
tries to stay focused on living the life God wants of all of us.
She tries to radiate God’s love everywhere she goes.
“We are sent out at the end of every Mass with the directive
‘Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life,’” she says. “And
so, as I leave Mass every Sunday, I feel like I take a part of
Christ with me to share with the world as I go. I try to share
and glorify God with everyone I meet, from my family to the
cashier at the grocery store. I don’t mean this in a complex
way, but in simple ways. Many times it’s just being kind and
joyful to all I meet. … We have heard the Good News, right? So
I try to make my demeanor and actions radiate the joy of the
Gospel. That can attract people even without saying a word.
The Holy Spirit is present in each of us; I just try to let him
come through everywhere I go.
“My Catholic faith has made me so appreciative of all the
blessings in my life, particularly my children. I truly try to remember that they were each created in the image and likeness
of God, that God created them to be treated with respect and
dignity. Sometimes that is tough when raising young children,
16

but I try to use each day as an opportunity to realize
that I’m not only looking into the eyes of my child, but
into the eyes of Christ. I do this telling them regularly
how much they mean to me, a supportive hug when
necessary, an ear to listen to their problems, a reassuring smile, and yes….a whole lot of patience!
“It is my responsibility to teach my children the faith and
how they can incorporate the faith into their lives each and
every day. I make Mass a priority, speak about God freely
in our home, and encourage prayer and the sacraments.”
Sometimes, staying on the holy track is easier in the
home that out in the world, she adds. “Our world is so loud,
and we are constantly bombarded through TV, radio and
internet with ads to buy this or watch that – and these are
usually for the wrong things. I don’t feel like I can share
Christ with the world if I am making choices that are contrary to the life God wants me to live. When I make the
wrong choice, a little part of that joy I just mentioned goes
away and I notice it. I don’t want to live feeling far away
from the joy of being close to God.”
Staying close to God, she says, is like staying close to anyone you love. “I spend time with Him (prayer), I visit Him
(Mass and adoration), and I get to know Him more (Bible
studies or reading). Most importantly though, I try to keep
Him with me throughout my day. He wants to come along
with me and be a part of me as I take care of my family. He
wants to be active in my life.”

