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Bringing Joy to the World

The parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church brought joy to the world in
many ways last month —the Christmas pageant (see the angels above), Project Christmas, the Knights of Columbus Christmas Shopping Spree, singing at Heritage Manor, the
Junior High Christmas Dance, and much more. We don’t have to limit our joy-sharing to
one month of the year, of course. We are meant to share God’s light and love every day!
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Good
Stewards ...


Accept God’s
gifts gratefully.



Cultivate those
gifts responsibly



Share them in
justice and love



Return them
with increase to
the Lord

+
To nominate a
steward,
call the office at
626-6977

November:
Dave and Louise Pashkevich

D

ave and Louise Pashkevich have been
members of MQP since 2003. After
being associated with the Military
Archdiocese for 20 years or so, they
moved to Mandeville from Japan and were looking for a parish that would welcome their family
and give them an opportunity to give back for all
the blessings God has given them.
Dave said that his oldest daughter, Marie, got
him started on helping out with the Habitat for
Humanity ministry, which he eventually led for
seven years, dedicating hundreds of hours toward helping the less fortunate realize their
dream of being a homeowner. While we no
longer have this ministry at MQP, Dave continues
to volunteer with Habitat because he feels he
gets so much more out of it than even the homeowners. “The time I give as a volunteer has come
back to me as a multitude of blessings! It has
provided a great opportunity for new friends,
skills, self-value, and respect for others. “ Dave
also served on the parish 25th Anniversary Committee and is a member of the Pastoral Council
and the Haiti ministry.

J
“I give all
the praise
and glory
to God.”

Louise
also
supported the Habitat for Humanity
ministry by providing meals for
many of the builds. Until recently, Louise was co-leader for
the Meals and More ministry.
“This ministry has been so satisfying as we are able to help out
people in the times of need.
There is such a great opportunity to do even more, especially
with the elderly and those who
do not have family in the local
area.” Louise was a PSR teacher
for several years, is a member of
the Welcoming ministry and also
leads the Saturday afternoon
rosary before Mass. Louise is
also involved with the Haiti Partnership. Mary, Queen of Peace is
grateful for good stewards like
Dave and Louise Pashkevich!

December: John Tomba

ohn Tomba was our December
Steward of the Month. John and his
wife, Donna, have coordinated the
Family Night dinners for the past
three years, providing our parish families with a great deal and a great meal
on the first Friday of each month
(except during Lent).
John has also served as secretary of
the Mary, Queen of Peace Dads Club,
serves as Cubmaster of Pack 310, is on
the Catholic Committee for Scouting for
the Archdiocese of New Orleans, and –
last but certainly not least – has
worked the school carline every morning for the past seven years.
John and his family are dedicated parishioners and good stewards of their

time, talent, and treasure.
“The main reason that I donate my time
to is that I feel I have been called by
Christ to help the youth of our community,” John said. “I believe that kids deserve the chance to be a kid and feel safe
and secure. They need good adult role
models that they can look up to and emulate.”
John provides that kind of role model
not only for his son but also for so many
other youth through Scouting, Family
Night, and – of course- morning carline.
We are grateful to have such a good
steward at Mary, Queen of Peace. As for
John, he says: “I am humbled by the recognition that the parish has given to me and
I give all the praise and glory to God.”
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Bringing the
Nativity
to life

T

he Parish Center was full of angelic
voices, wise men, shepherds, and the
Holy Family on December 19 during our Christmas pageant. Music Minister
Lindsey Piattoly directed “No Room at the Inn,” with a crowd of appreciative
family and friends on hand to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas.
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Christmas angels share comfort and joy

M

ary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church
partnered with Project Christmas of St.
Tammany, providing Christmas
joy for 202 children.
Many thanks to all of you who
bought gifts and made donations
not only of items but of your
time.
Almost all of the bikes came
from our parish as well as more
than half of the 80 volunteers
who made Project Christmas
work in West St. Tammany.
Cherie Erkel, MQP parishioner
and site coordinator for West St.
Tammany Project Christmas, thanked all
who helped make Christmas bright:
“Project Christmas is more than presents; it’s memories that last a lifetime,”
she said.
And these memories, we can be sure,
reveal God’s incarnate love to others.
That, of course, is what Christmas is all
about.

Christmas Mini Market
Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
School held its
annual Christmas Mini Market
on December 5
and 6 in the Parish Center.
Visitors were
able to browse
among a variety of hand-crafted and
unique items. The Christmas market benefits Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School.

DRE Jewell
Bayhi, left,
catalogs gifts as
helpers, above,
organize items
before they are
brought to the
distribution site.
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Spanish Prayer
Group: Novena
and Nativity

T

o celebrate Christmas, the
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church Spanish Prayer Group
held a Novena and a Living
Nativity in the Parish Center on December 14.
The Living Nativity was directed by
Sr. Marina Aranzabal, STJ. About 100
people attended the event, the largest
number of attendees to date.
Both Father Angel Diaz and Father
John Tran attended the Novena and
offered a blessing to the attendees. Following the Living Nativity, the
group shared a homemade meal. Many
thanks to those Spanish Prayer Group
members who cooked for this celebration.
For those interested in more information about the Spanish Prayer
Group, please call Petra Madrigal at 985
-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985624-5532.
- Elizabeth Ryan

Above, Fr. Angel Diaz and Fr.
John offer a
blessing during
the Novena and
Living Nativity.
Left, Petra Madrigal serves
homemade
tamales to Fr.
John. Below,
the Spanish
Prayer Group
enjoys a meal
together.
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O, what fun
we had ...
The Junior High
Peacemakers enjoyed a Christmas
dance on December 19, with music, food, friends
and some fun
with photography.
Fr. Ian Bozant
got into the act
with his Santa style …
All 6th through 8th
graders are invited to
join the Junior High
Peacemakers.
High School Peacemakers enjoyed a Christmas Party on December 14, and anyone in
9th through 12th
grade is invited to join
the Peacemakers High
school group.
For more information, check out the
Peacemakers page on
our website and follow
us on Facebook.

OPEN YOUTH ROOM …
High School, Wednesdays,
5 to 8 p.m.
Junior High, Thursdays,
2:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Drop in and bring a friend!

7

Faith &
Service to
the Lord
Fifth-graders in Gretchen Gros’s
Parish School of Religion class collected $500 in donations for a nonprofit group called WE Heart VETS,
which sends care packages to our
soldiers overseas. The students
also wrote letters to send with the
care packages.The class also partnered with Case Management Department at Lakeview Regional
Medical Hospital. The students are
pictured with their letters to veterans.

Christmas at Heritage Manor

T

he Music Ministry brought its annual
Christmas program to Heritage Manor
in December, entertaining the residents with music and a living Nativity.
Many thanks to the members of our Music
Ministry for sharing God’s love with others.

8

Thank you for a
fabulous
Fleur-de-Fall

Many thanks to all who
made our annual Fleurde-Fall fundraiser a great
success! It was a night of
fun, food, and fellowship;
and, because of your
generosity, we raised
more than $100,000 for
Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church and
School. Thanks to our
sponsors, donors, patrons, and everyone who
did anything to support
the Fleur-de-Fall.

Photos by Clem and Gene Lescale
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Live Auction
Winners!

Our generous live auction donors won everything from trips to Maine
and Florida to dinners
with Fr. Bill and Fr. John
to father-son getaways at
Camp Stanislaus to naming rights and pew spots.
Join the fun next year!
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A Time
to Give
Knights of Columbus Council
12072 and the Rev. Harry
Tompson KC Assembly from
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church held the annual Christmas Shopping Spree for children in December. The Knights
and their wives shared breakfast for 25 children and then
took the youngsters shopping
at Wal-Mart, which provided breakfast
and the Santa. The Knights helped
needy children from the area as well as
children from the Help Our Hero Program for disabled veterans. Many
thanks to the Knights, who always
serve others in the name of Christ.

Photos by Clem Lescale
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Thanksgiving
Blessings

F

r. John offered a
special blessing
over baskets of
bread and wine
at the Thanksgiving Day
Mass in November.
Parishioners were invited to bring their own
baskets, and the parish
also provided baskets of
bread and wine. The
blessing offers parishioners a way to connect
what happens at church
to what happens at
home.

Ash Wednesday Mass times
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday
on February 18, 2015.
Mass times will be:
7 a.m., 9 a.m.
Noon, 7 p.m.
Mass will be celebrated every evening during Lent at 6 p.m.,
followed by Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will also follow the 9 a.m. Mass each day
KC Fish Fry every Friday during Lent, 5:30 to 7 p.m.
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We are
Family

M

ary,
Queen of
Peace
Catholic
Church is a family of
faith, offering many
opportunities to
gather in fellowship.
There are Family
Night dinners, with
fun and games for the
kids (right and top
right); coffee and doughnuts the first Sunday of each month (top); and
child care opportunities (far right) for parents (or grandparents) who
need some quiet time to focus on the Lord during the liturgy. Child care is available during the 9:30 and 11:30
Masses each Sunday in the Parish Center. All are welcome to join the Mary, Queen of Peace family!

SAVE THE DATE:
A Special Mass to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of the
priestly ordination of Msgr. Bill Bilinsky
January 25, 11:30 a.m.
Reception to follow
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MQPCS:
Polar days &
prayerful ways
What is so special about Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic School?
More than we can say here! Our
little ones enjoyed Polar Express
Day (left) in December, while the
entire school came out for Fall Fest
(below left) in November. There’s
something for everyone, but at the
center of all we do is our love for
Jesus. Some of our students, below,
gave a presentation on Our Lady of
Guadalupe. Check out our Catholic
school—you’ll be glad you did!

MARY, QUEEN OF PEACE CATHOLIC SCHOOL
is now registering for 2015-16
Call the office at 985-674-2466
Visit our website at www.mqpcs.org
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Catholic Women in Action:
Advent Morning of Reflection

T

he Catholic Women in Action presented a
morning day of reflection in December to
help encourage a prayerful and fruitful Advent season. Many thanks to all who participated in the day of prayer.

Service with a smile:
Thank you to our altar servers

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church is
blessed with many dedicated altar servers,
from grade 5 through 12, who serve at the
table of the Lord each weekend.
The altar servers are under the direction of ministry
leader Kelly Hightower. Some changes in altar server
duties were instituted just before Advent—carrying candles to the ambo for the proclamation of the Gospel and
processing with the gifts during the offertory—and our
altar servers adjusted with ease.
If you’d like to learn more about the reasons for some of
the changes you may have noticed during Mass, read Fr.
Ian Bozant’s November 16 column on our website here:
http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/parish-headlines-pagenews/4475-ave-crux-spes-unica-the-sacrament-ofconfession
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What’s
cooking
in Haiti?
New,
improved
stove &
kitchen

W

hen the Haiti partnership with St. Benoit
was initiated 2010,
there was no church
building, school or lunch program.
The tithing committee donated
funds to start a school lunch program and they purchased pots,
beans and rice. The picture above
was taken during the ministry's first
trip in 2012. The school "cafeteria"
was outside, on an open fire with
homemade charcoal. The production of
charcoal is contributing to the massive deforestation in Haiti and resulting mudslides.
When the kitchen was complete, they simply moved the same setup inside, but the
smoke was too much to handle. Things have
been adjusted, and now St. Benoit has a
beautiful cafeteria to serve the children their
daily, hot lunch.
The new propane stove, right, was purchased in October 2014 at a cost of $3,600,
including additional tanks, delivery and professional installation. The cooks are excited
to provide the school lunch in a healthy environment for all to benefit.
Thank you to Sheila Stroup and the Boettner Family for donating the funds for the long awaited stove.

NIGHT IN HAITI:
MARCH 14
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Connecting Sunday to Monday

n a former part of my life, I worked in an office with a woman who was unceasingly nice
to anyone who walked through the door – no
matter what.
There were those who lectured her: “You really
don’t have to be so nice all the time!” And yet, she
was. Why? Because, she said, what she learned on Sunday had
to carry over to Monday (and every day). Because, she said,
she took the words of scripture to heart: “Whoever claims to
abide in him ought to walk just as he walked.” (1 Jn 2:6).
It made me realize that I should also work on walking the
walk of Jesus. It made me think about the end of the Mass,
when we are told to “Go” – not to get breakfast but to go out
and help build up God’s kingdom in the world.
It made me want to learn more about our faith. And here is
one astonishing thing I learned: The lay faithful - that’s most
of us – were baptized as priest, prophet, and king, which
means we are called to the same holiness as our priests, sisters, and brothers. We can’t put the burden of holiness on a
select few; we don’t get off the hook that easily. Vatican II
highlighted the role of the laity, calling it our responsibility to
“work for the sanctification of the world from within as a
leaven.”
In other words, whether we work as a doctor, lawyer, pharmaceutical salesman or plumber, whether we are retired, un-

employed, staying at home with young children or
graduating from high school, we are supposed to be
sanctifying the world at all times. It is in the midst
of our ordinary lives that we are called to be holy. It
is in our choices of what to watch, what to say, how
to spend our money, and how to spend our time
that we are called to be holy. This doesn’t mean that we are
“better” than others – it means that we should be different,
always with an eye to sanctifying the world from within.
At the end of every Mass, we say “thanks be to God” because we have just been nourished with Word and Eucharist, and we have just been sent out to live what we have
learned, to become what we have received.
So, when Mass has ended, it’s time to “Go, be sent!” –
sent out to sanctify every little second of our ordinary day,
not only on Sunday but every day of every week.
In our parish of Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church,
there are many living witnesses to this way of life; there
are many examples of those who sanctify the world, who
add a little salt and a lot of light. In the next newsletter, we
will tell some of these stories. If you have a story to share,
please contact me at klangbaker@yahoo.com
Meanwhile, let’s go and sanctify our corner of the world.
- Karen Baker

