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COME, HOLY SPIRIT

Archbishop Aymond confirmed 103 young people at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church on November 6. It was a Pentecost moment for all. See pictures of the Confirmation students on retreat, Page 4.
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Good
Stewards ...
+


Accepts God's gifts
gratefully
Cultivates those gifts
responsibly







Shares them in
justice and love

Returns them with
increase to the Lord

+
To nominate a steward,
call the office at
626-6977
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SEPTEMBER: Wayne Kempff

S

eptember’s Steward of the
Month was Wayne
Kempff. Wayne has been
serving our parish in many
ways for many years. Wayne and
his wife, Gretchen, have been members of Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church for 15 years. Together,
they have participated in the Fleurde-Fall celebration and various Bible study groups.
Wayne has also been involved
with the Fishers of Men (Men's
Spirituality), Knights of Columbus,
Pastoral Ministry
Team, Evangelization Team,
and more recently the Ushers
Group. He has served as chairman
of the Pastoral Council for the last
three years and is very excited
about the work they have been doing.
"For the past three years, the
Pastoral Council was concentrating
on implementing three major goals:
the parish youth ministry; the welcoming ministry; and the parish
25th anniversary celebration. The
first two are ongoing programs,”
Wayne said.

“After the
last parish
assembly, the
Pastoral
Council was
tasked with
developing a
new set of
goals for the
next 3-5
years. All of
the suggestions will be
under the
theme of Evangelization'. After these new
goals are finalized, we will present them to
the parishioners of Mary, Queen of
Peace."
Wayne and Gretchen enjoy serving their
parish family. “We are fortunate to belong
to such a vibrant and dynamic parish,”
Wayne says. He adds, “I truly appreciate
the honor of being named Steward of The
Month.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is grateful that
Wayne Kempff generously offers his time
and talent as a good steward of God’s gifts.

OCTOBER: Dennis and Mary Calkins

ctober’s Stewards of the Month were Dennis
and Mary Calkins. Dennis and Mary are
longtime members of MQP and leaders of
the Coffee and Donut ministry. They joined
the parish shortly after attending a 1999 school Christmas program at another school that, Dennis recalls,
“disappointingly, did not include any references to the
Christ child.” “Mary and I realized that we needed our
son, Chris, to get a daily dose of Jesus in his academic
schedule,” he says, “So we enrolled him in Mary,
Queen of Peace School in the fall of 2000, and we registered our family as new MQP parishioners.”
Around 2002, Dennis inquired at the church office
about being a lector. “Both of my parents had lectored
for many years at St. Margaret Mary Church in Slidell,
and I wanted to carry on their tradition at MQP,” he
recalls. “I subsequently attended a required class in
New Orleans conducted by the Archdiocese, and later I
was officially enrolled in MQP’s Lector ministry.”
Dennis and Mary came to the Coffee & Donut ministry a couple of years later, when, while they were enjoying coffee and donuts after mass, “Mary offered some

help to Coffee and Donut ministry
coordinator, Lizette Balius.” They
eventually became regular volunteers, and in 2007, became the
ministry coordinators.
“A lot has changed about the
C&D ministry since then – and all
of it good,” Dennis says. “Without
a doubt, the credit goes to the
many volunteers who have unselfishly committed their time, talent
and treasure to the ministry. The sheer number of people has increased
substantially, and their faithfulness has been exemplary.”
“Although the work itself involves a certain amount of physical labor
and a lot of running around between the kitchen and the cafeteria,” he
says, “any volunteer will tell you that he or she has benefited by making new friends in the course of volunteering, and that each Donut Sunday offers new opportunities to help people, make new acquaintances
and raise someone’s spirit with a donut and a smile.”
Dennis and Mary have been doing just that for many years now, sharing warmth, faith and fellowship along with coffee, milk and donuts.
MQP is truly blessed by their faithful stewardship.
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A Note of Thanks from Fr. John
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we look forward to the celebration of Thanksgiving, I want to express my sincere gratitude to all of
you for making MQP what it is today.
Since coming to Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church in July, I
have witnessed the sacrifices
many of you make every day in
serving our community. I have
also witnessed the desire for us to
grow spiritually in our relationship with the Lord. Please know
that I am profoundly grateful for
your participation in the life of the
Church.
Fr. Ian and I have also been honored by the warm welcome you
have extended to us. I thank you
for making us feel at home here.
In particular, I am thankful to those who opened their
homes and hearts to us as we visited various neighborhoods. I am mindful of the work it takes to host others
in your home, and so I am very grateful to Tony and
Melanie Pastorello; Tootsie and Joe Park; Ann and Emile Barre; Larry and Melanie Saunders; Cindy and Jack
Jensen; Jim and Leslie Rozycki; Steve and Lori Sperier;
Ed and Pat DiGiovanni; Joe and Cassie Luquet; Deacon
Tony Ferretti; Cecil and John Beatrous; Paula Guillot;
and John and Catherine Price. Thank you for your hospitality. I also wish to thank all of you who attended
these gatherings. It was an honor to get to know you
and share your joys and concerns.
Fr. Ian and I look forward to getting to know more of
you in our family of faith here at Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church. Please feel free to call upon us any
time.
Please be assured of my prayers for you daily. I pray
that you and your loved ones will have a very happy
Thanksgiving.
God bless,
Fr. John-Nhan Tran

Our new pastor, Fr. John, and parochial vicar, Fr.
Ian, attended a series of neighborhood coffees
from August through October, getting to know
parishioners and learning about Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church. They are pictured, top, at
the home of Cindy and Jack Jensen, and above
at Emeritus senior center. Fr. John and Fr. Ian
are here to serve you. They can be reached at
504-705-0096 (Fr. John) or 504-250-0506 (Fr.
Ian).
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Confirmation retreat: Pointing the way to love

T

he confirmation students from Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church enjoyed
their retreat in September at Camp Abbey. The weekend
gave them time to
deepen their love for
God. The students
were confirmed on
November 6.

Photos by Justin Abshire
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Starting PSR with a little bit of heaven

T

By Amy Bouton

he 2014-2015 Parish
School of Religion (PSR)
school year is well underway. Students, parents
and religious education coordinators
began this year with sacred graces
and a new tradition. “The mass is
the source and summit of life for us
as Catholics,” said Fr. John Tran,
pastor of Mary, Queen of Peace.
“We begin everything in that context.”
This year, parents, children and
their teachers, attended a PSR kickoff mass together. After mass
ended, Fr. John spoke to the
families about the role of the
“There is no greater joy
mass in our lives as it interfor me than to see a
twines with the faith formation
family that grows in
students receive in PSR classes
their faith—a family
each week. “Sometimes children go to PSR, but they
that has the kind of
don’t make the connection
love for each other that
between the classes during the
God wants them to
week and the mass,” Fr. John
have.”
noted. “We want all of our stumass was better than the day before
dents and families to come to
because families had spoken to other
know God so they can under- Fr. John
families and were looking forward to
stand who God is in the context
it,” she said. “We received many
of the mass. We want them to
know the importance of the holy compliments about the homily and how people felt welcomed by Fr.
sacrifice of the mass. That, in turn, John and the PSR staff. I think it was an evangelization step of
will help us to go forth and live as helping to bring some families back to the Sunday liturgy or at least
I pray it was.” Aside from fellowship, togetherness and a fresh start,
people of charity.”
For Director of Religious Educa- Bayhi noted that she was able to fill nine teaching positions that had
tion Jewell Bayhi, the mass was a been vacant before the liturgy. “Parents and grandparents stepped
great opportunity for both families forward and filled those places.”
Fr. John expressed his gratitude to the volunteers and to their
and volunteer teachers. “I fully
families,
who give so generously of their time to teach the children
agreed that a liturgy for PSR was a
great opportunity for the families to and young adults. “These men and women could use this time for
worship together, get to know each something else, but they want to make a difference.”
Parents had plenty to say about the opening mass. Many offered
other better and for them to get to
know the teachers. Each day, the
See PSR, Page 7
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YOUTH
GROUP:
A world
of faith
& fun

T

he Peacemakers
youth group of
Mary, Queen of
Peace enjoyed
World Youth Day, at left,
and had the chance for a
photo op with Archbishop
Gregory Aymond.
The Peacemakers are
always looking for new
members! Email Stephen
for the latest news:
sjohson@maryqueenofpeace.org

Fr. Ian Bozant, at left
in the prayer circle, is
a big part of our
Peacemakers youth
group. He leads us
closer to God every
day.
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Take a minute,
Save a life:
Blood Drive
December 8

All are welcome!

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church is committed to welcoming
all with the love of Christ.
Patricia Hebert, at right above,
leads our welcoming efforts by coordinating welcome visits for our new parishioners. She is pictured giving one of our welcome bags to new parishioner Pam Perry.
There is a special table at coffee and donuts the
first Sunday of the month for newcomers.
If you want to join our parish family, call the
office at 626.6977 or visit with a member of the
welcoming ministry in the back of church after any
Mass. Thank you!

Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church held a blood
drive in September
and broke records
with the number of
generous people willing to literally give of
themselves for others.
The next blood
drive will take place
December 7 from
8:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. in the Parish
Center.
Be sure to eat a
good meal and bring
a photo ID. Thank
you!

Families grow in faith through PSR
PSR, From Page 5

thanks for such an uplifting way to start the year,
some commented that they were grateful to be
able to share this mass with their children, some
teachers felt it started things off on a positive
note, and some offered that it may encourage
families to attend mass as a family more regularly.
“We would never go without food or drink for
more than seven days,” Fr. John said. “In the
same way, we are weaker spiritually if we do not
go to mass. This is how I explain the importance
of mass to our children, and they understand
that.”
Fr. John foresees many opportunities for the
enhancement of faith for the entire family, including topical classes or discussions for adults

to delve deeper into their Catholicism, opportunities for
young families to understand their roles as parents in the
context of their faith, and topical discussions on subjects
relevant to Catholic parents and families in today’s society. He also reminds all parishioners that more daily
masses and confession times have been added, giving
everyone more opportunities to receive the sacraments
on a regular basis. (To see the mass and confession
schedule visit www.maryqueenofpeace.org.)
“I want all families to know that Father’s time is the
parishioners’ time. That’s why we are here. Let me
know how we can help you grow as Catholic families,”
Fr. John said.
“There is no greater joy for me than to see a family
that grows in their faith — a family deeply rooted in
their faith that has the kind of love for each other that
God wants them to have.”
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Save the
Date:
A Night in
Haiti
March 14
6 to 9 p.m.

Photos by
Clay Drewes

A Visit
from Haiti

M

sgr. Wildor Pierre and two of parishioners from our sister parish, St. Benoit in
Haiti, visited Mary, Queen of Peace in
October. Some students from Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic School brought up the offertory dressed in Haitian garb.
Many thanks to Mary, Queen of Peace parishioners
for donating $32,298 during the second collection on
the weekend of Oct 4-5 for the parishioners of St. Benoit. The money will b used for operational expenses
such as tuition, student scholarships, teacher salaries,
school lunch and rectory expenses. As the school enrollment grows, they have made significant progress
with your help and on their own to continue the construction. The funds raised here in October will last
for about 5 months of school expenses not including
construction costs. We pray that you will be continue
your support of St. Benoit. Thank you for making the
mission of the Church a part of your daily living.
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An encounter with Jesus

T

he Women’s Spirituality Group sponsored a Women’s Retreat on October
23 at the Teresian Spirituality Center.
Ninety women attended. Msgr. Bill
Bilinsky was the director of the retreat. In
three different presentations, Msgr. Bilinsky
invited the women to find Jesus in their everyday lives, in prayer, and in the difficult circumstances of life.
There was a celebration of the Eucharist and
members of the parish choir in attendance
provided the music. The retreat offered everyone a wonderful opportunity for spiritual renewal.
There will be a Women’s Spring Retreat on April 30 at the Teresian Spirituality Center. Mrs. Robin
Hebert, a writer and spiritual director, will direct the retreat. Women parishioners are invited to join
the Women’s Spirituality group, which meets at 9:45 on Tuesday or Thursday mornings for prayer and
reflection using the book: “Jesus, a Pilgrimage,” by Fr. James Martin SJ.

Thanksgiving
Day blessing

M

ary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church invites you to bring a
basket of bread and
wine for a blessing on Thanksgiving Day, November 27. Mass is at 9
a.m., and Fr. John will have a special blessing for our Thanksgiving
baskets. The parish will also have
bread and wine available for those
who do not bring a basket to Mass.
Happy Thanksgiving and God
bless!

MQPCS CHRISTMAS MINI MARKET
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
Parish Center
December 5: 2 to 8 p.m.
December 6: 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Come find Christmas delights and bring a little
joy to someone’s world!
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Making a splash at MQPCS!

The ice bucket challenge to benefit ALS research was all the rage in August and early
September. Principal Sybil Skansi and Fr. Ian Bozant, our parochial vicar, accepted the
challenge and made a pro-life donation to the No White Flags Steve Gleason fund. Fr.
Ian, being a good sport, also took the challenge from our Peacemakers youth group and
got wet all over again the next day. You can see videos on our website -www.mqpcs.org

Pulling for
Ava
Faculty, students,
and clergy teamed
up on October for a
football game to
benefit student Ava
Scaglione, who is
battling cancer. It
was a team effort!
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STORIES &
SLIPPERS

S

tudents wore their
slippers (and PJs)
to hear stories in
October from guest
readers who visited the
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School book fair. Guest
readers included: Fr. Ian
Bozant, right; author Scott
Lemonier, below left; and author Grace Millsaps, below
right.

Teaching and preaching vocations
As part of vocations awareness, Sr. Marina Aranzabal
brought a little Carmelite with her to visit the firstgraders at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School.
They are pictured with Fr. John Nhan-Tran, pastor, and
Fr. Ian Bozant, parochial vicar, who also spoke to the
children about vocations to the priesthood and religious
life.
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Knights of
Columbus
Knights of Columbus Council 12072 handed out its 3rd-degree awards last month.
Pictured, top left, Grand Knight Harry Ryan
with Dennis Fitzgerald; top, Ryan with Rhett
Powers and Kay Aswad; at left, Ryan with
Frank Courtenay. We thank the Knights for
all they do for Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church!

SOCCER CHALLENGE
Christina Ryan, daughter of Grand Knight
Harry Ryan, won the 13-year-old girls division in the Diocesan Soccer Challenge
in LaPlace last month. She will go on to
compete in the State Soccer Challenge
on November 16.
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Spanish Prayer
Group

M

ass was celebrated in
Spanish at Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church on September 12. Father Angel Diaz presided over the Mass. Father Angel
Diaz has been serving the
Northshore Hispanic community
for over a year. During the Mass,
Father Angel blessed all of the
children for a successful new
school year. After the Mass, the
Spanish Prayer Group shared a
meal and fellowship.
Meanwhile, the Spanish Faith
Formation class is studying the
Gospel of Luke, led by Sister Marina. About 18 people are taking the
course. There are eight Spanish
Faith Formation classes remaining. The class meets the third
Wednesday of each month at 7:00
pm at the MQP Parish Center. For
those interested in more information about the Spanish Prayer
Group and the Spanish Faith Formation classes, please call Petra
Madrigal at 985-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

Learning Our
Catholic FAITH
Judy Klein, left, has been giving a series of
presentations on “Our Catholic FAITH” this
year in the church.
Many people signed up for the discussions, which cover a variety of topics, from
scripture to papal infallibility, and give Catholics the tools they need to understand the
faith more fully.
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THANK YOU!

In gratitude for school supplies & backpacks
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church collected backpacks
for needy children last summer as part of our partnership with
St. Rita Catholic Church in New Orleans. Gert Town, an economically disadvantaged neighborhood in New Orleans, is in
the boundaries of St. Rita Parish, and the backpacks were distributed to children in that area. Below is a note from Dr.
Rosalind Hale of Xavier , who distributed the backpacks:

Dear Members of the Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church Family,
I could not find a record where I sent this thank you
so to make sure I am sending it now.
The Xavier University Community Outreach Center (XUCOC) sends its heartfelt thanks for the backpacks received to distribute to children in Gert
Town and surrounding communities. Three different locations were selected. I have attached pictures showing me giving the backpacks for distribution to Phillips Memorial Pastor Jeff Conner, First

lady of Greater King Solomon Missionary Baptist
Church Ms. Emily White (with backpack on the
cart), and finally a community member Ms. Alvertis Bernard.
Thank you again for your kindness. We are happy to report that our new building will be officially
opened on October 20 at 5:30 pm. After having
our original location lost completely in a fire in
May 2012, we are excited about being able to
begin our community work again.
Please remember us in your prayers as we continue to seek funding to maintain the building and
provide services to the community.
Sincerely,
Rosalind Pijeaux Hale, Ed.D., Professor
Division of Education and Counseling
Xavier University of Louisiana
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Seminarian
Sunday

F

r. James Wehner, rector of Notre
Dame Seminary, brought several
seminarians to Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church on November 2. Fr. Wehner celebrated the 9:30 and
11:30 a.m. Masses, with seminarians serving
as acolytes, lectors, and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. Parishioners had
the chance to meet the seminarians at coffee
and donuts.
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve:
Two Masses at 4 p.m.: One in the church,
one in the cafeteria
Mass at 6:30 p.m. and Midnight
Christmas Day:
Mass at 8 and 10 a.m.

All are welcome!

