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BACK TO SCHOOL!

M

ary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
School opened its
doors to a new
year of learning, laughing,
playing, and praying on August 6. Principal Sybil Skansi
welcomed our new pastor, Fr.
John-Nhan Tran, and our
parochial vicar, Fr. Ian Bozant, and the children happily
greeted one another and their
teachers.
More pictures, Pages 14-15
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A Good
Steward
…

Accepts
God's gifts
gratefully
+
Cultivates
those gifts
responsibly
+
Shares
them in
justice and
love
+
Returns
them with
increase to
the Lord
+
To nominate a
steward,
call the office at
626-6977

JULY: Joe and Kay Meyers

J

oe and Kay Meyers are July’s Stewards of the
month. They have been lending their time and talents to many ministries since they joined MQP in
2006. When they moved here from Metairie after
Katrina, one decision was easy for them to make. “Since
we had known Father Ronnie as well as Sister Marina for
many years, it was a no-brainer as to which parish we
would join,” Kay says. They quickly became active members of our parish.
In addition to serving as an Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion, Kay joined the Women’s Spirituality Group, the Altar Society, the
Meals and More Ministry and the Newcomers Ministry (now known as the Welcoming Ministry). She brings the welcoming gifts to new parishioners and serves as a
greeter at the 9:30 Mass. She was the ministry leader for the Altar Society from 2009
until this past February and is still an active member.
Joe got involved just as quickly. He became a member of the Men's Spirituality
Group and the Knights of Columbus and served as a Eucharistic Minister to the homebound and at Mass. Joe and Kay have happily made MQP their home and say they
have never experienced a parish “where the people are so warm and welcoming. Father Ronnie was the reason we joined MQP, but the parishioners are the reason that
this parish so quickly became our church home and church family.”

AUGUST: T’Jacques Guillot

A

ugust’s steward of the month is t’Jacques Guillot. A
graduate of MQPCS, t’Jacques is a junior at Mandeville
High. T’Jacques has been blessing our parish with his talents and time for years. He has been an altar server for six
years, participated in the youth group for four years and served in the
youth choir for three years. He finds great joy in these ministries.
T’Jacques says when he first became an altar server, “it was something to do.” Now, he says, “after a few years of altar serving, I have a much better
understanding of the Mass, and I'm able to love it much more than I used to. Every
part of the Mass makes sense to me now, and in my mind they all fit together like
puzzle pieces to create a beautiful artwork for the Eucharist to be presented in.”
T’Jacques joined the choir in 2012, right after he got his first ukulele. He loves
this ministry for many reasons. “I've become not only a better ukulele player and
singer because of choir, “ he says, “but I've become a better musician all
around. Choir helped me to overcome my stage fright and to build confidence in my
voice and instrument playing. Playing in choir also helps me to realize how special
my musical talent is and where I can put it to use to best glorify God.”
“Choir is the highlight of my week,” t’Jacques explains. “I get to receive Communion AND sing my joy because of it? Holy cow! What a wonderful combination! I honestly don't know how anyone could go to Mass without singing joys and
praises. After playing in the youth choir, I always walk to my car humming and dancing little jigs. Choir makes me truly happy.”
T’Jacques highly recommends youth choir for any teens who want to get involved
in the parish. “Not only does it build musical skills, but it helps us to better glorify
God with the beautiful voices and talents He gives us,” he says, adding, "He who
sings once prays twice." For information on the youth choir, contact Andrew DeVille
at abdeville@gmail.com
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Joining forces
with Family Promise

M

ary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church has
committed to
supporting Family Promise
St. Tammany, a non-profit,
non-denominational organization for families in
transition.
The Family Promise Network Program brings shelter,
meals, and support services to families without
homes. Family Promise St. Tammany will join 182
other affiliates across the country in providing care for
homeless children and their families, a growing concern on the North Shore.
The model of Family Promise is to find thirteen host
congregations. These congregations agree to house up
to four families or 14 people for one week at a time,
four times per year. Volunteers provide dinner and fellowship in the evenings; families spend the night but go
to a Day Center during the day to conduct job searches
and receive support services. The children are bussed
to schools.
Family Promise puts our faith into action, giving us
the chance to help families just like ours who have
fallen on hard times. This is a program to get families
out of poverty and into a self-sustainable situation
while allowing them to retain their dignity.
St. Tammany congregations that have signed on to
help as of August 24, 2014, are:
Northcross United Methodist
St. Anselm Catholic Church
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
Hosanna Lutheran
St. Michael's Episcopal
St. Jane de Chantal Catholic Church
St. Luke Catholic Church
Christian Fellowship for the Nations
Pentecost Mission Baptist

Fr. John-Nhan Tran, pastor, signs an agreement with Family Promise St. Tammany. At
right is Craig Marinello of Catholic Charities
on the North Shore.

Many volunteers are needed to help
during week in which Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church will host families.
To volunteer, please call the office at
626-6977 or email Stephanie Dupepe of
Catholic Charities at sdupepe@ccano.org

FOR MORE INFO
CONTACT
FamilyPromiseStTammany@gmail.com

985-630-0223
Facebook.com/
familypromisesttammany
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AVE
CRUX
SPES
UNICA
Fr.
Ian
Bozant

New Daily Mass Times
Thanks to all who filled out our survey
on additional daily Mass times.

Don’t miss a new
feature in our weekly
bulletin:

Starting in September, the daily Mass
schedule is as follows

Fr. Ian Bozant, parochial vicar,
has started a column called
Ave Crux Spes Unica, a Latin
phrase meaning, “Hail the
Cross, our Only Hope.”
As he explained in his first
column in the August 17 bulletin, “...when I was ordained, I
consecrated my priesthood to
the Passion of Our Lord because I truly believe that
phrase—the Cross is truly our
only hope: our only hope for
redemption, but also the
greatest point of encounter
between God and man.”
Fr. Bozant’s weekly columns
will provide us with a deeper
look into our Catholic faith. He
has started with a catechesis
on the sacrament of confession.
You can read his columns in
each weekly bulletin. If you
missed some, they are available online at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org
If you have any questions for
Fr. Bozant, he can be reached
at imbozant@gmail.com

Monday-Saturday: 9 a.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays:
The usual 9 a.m. Mass, plus an
additional Mass at 6 p.m.
Wednesdays:
The usual 9 a.m. Mass, plus an
additional Mass 6:30 a.m.

RECONCILIATION:
SEPTEMBER 17
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
and all churches throughout the
Archdiocese of New Orleans will offer
the Sacrament of Reconciliation on
September 17 from 7 to 9 p.m.
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Questions about the faith?
Our Catholic FAITH is for you!

W

hat is Our Catholic
FAITH?
The 12-session series – “sort of an RCIA
for baptized Catholics,” as parishioner and organizer Davis Brister
puts it – is a series of talks by Catholic
speaker Judy Klein that will help
Catholics answer just that question.
You may question the faith yourself, or perhaps your spouse or your
friends have questions. Our Catholic
FAITH will give you the answers you
need.
If you missed the first session on
September 9, it’s not too late to join!
The idea came about, Davis said,
“after numerous discussions with parishioners who were interested in
learning more about their faith but
not knowing where to begin.” Davis
said his journey of faith started in
2007 after his conversion to Catholicism. “I began attending interdenominational Bible studies a short time
after, and while those helped me
grow in faith, I began hearing things
in these studies that contradicted
what I was taught in RCIA. Furthermore, I began discovering people
who seemed to have an overall negative attitude toward the Church and
Catholics in general.”
Over the years, he said, he discovered that other Catholics had an unmet need to learn more about their
faith.
“While Mary, Queen of Peace has
many, many great ministries, several
of which I am a part of…I found that
there was little offered as a general re
-introduction to our faith.”

That’s when he met local
writer, speaker, and theologian
Judy Klein, with the help of DRE
Jewell Bayhi. Soon, “Our Catholic FAITH” was born.
“Quickly into our first meeting, I discovered that Judy was
looking to getting back into
speaking but was not interested in promoting the
talks. She learned that I was
very interested in the promotional aspect but was not
well equipped at all to
speak. It is like God organized this whole thing!”
FAITH stands for: Foundation, Authority, Infallibility, Tradition, and History,
and each talk will take a look
at different questions you or
others may have about the
Catholic faith.
As Archbishop Fulton
Sheen once said, “There are
not one hundred people in
the United States who hate
The Catholic Church, but
there are millions who hate
what they wrongly perceive
the Catholic Church to be.”
Our Catholic FAITH will
help you address those misperceptions. It will help you learn things such as: the origins of
the Bible, the importance of the Tradition of the Church, the
question about papal infallibility, the beauty of the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, and more.
For information, call the church office at 626-6977 or e-mail
Davis Brister at davis_brister@ml.com
An introductory session is Sept. 9, but feel free to join for the
second session, Sept. 23, “Scripture Alone.” The cost is $50 for
materials, or $85 per couple.
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T

RCIA: Conversion of mind & heart

he Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults (RCIA) is a communal process of spiritual and
educational formation for
adults who seek to become full members of the Roman Catholic Church
through a conversion of mind and
heart.
It is for those who have never been
baptized, for those who have been
baptized in other Christian faiths, and
for those baptized Catholics who have
not received other sacraments.
Catholics who want to know more
about their faith are also welcome to
attend any of the sessions.
The process begins in September
and continues through May each
Thursday night at 7 p.m. in Room 2 of
the Parish Center, with the culmination of the process at the Easter Vigil.
Want to find out more? Come to
the RCIA Information Night on
Thursday, September 18 in Room 2
of the Parish Center.

Last year’s RCIA
class is pictured at
the Easter Vigil in
April. For more information on the
RCIA, contact DRE
Jewell Bayhi at 6749794.

Bible Timeline,
History, Spirituality

An online journey
into the Catholic faith
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church

There are many faith formation opportunities at Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church this fall.
The Bible Timeline is a journey
through the Bible, while Epic is a
course in Catholic Church history.
Women can take part in Women’s
Spirituality with Sr. Marina, and all
men are welcome at Men’s Spirituality
on Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
Call the office for more information:
985-626-6977
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Synod Session:
Following God’s lead

N

early 300 people
from all over the West St. Tammany Deanery gathered in
the cafeteria at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
on August 19 as part of the Ninth General Synod for the
Archdiocese of New Orleans. Archbishop Aymond listened as
views were shared on what the Archdiocese does well and what it
can do better. The synod consultation sessions are intended to
help the Archdiocese listen for God’s call as plans are made for the
next three to five years.
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Installing
our new pastor
Fr. Bozant’s
parents,
Dorine and
Bruce, and
sister, Dominique, attended the
installation
Mass on August 3 and
enjoyed the
reception
afterward.

Fr. Rodney Bourg, dean of
the West St. Tammany
deanery, was on hand for
the 11:30 Mass on August 3
for the official installation of
Fr. John-Nhan Tran as pastor of Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church. We are
blessed to have a new good
leader and good shepherd.

DRE Jewell
Bayhi coordinated the reception after the installation Mass
on August 3.
Many thanks to
all who donated
food and drink!
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SAVE THE DATE: NOVEMBER 15
Find out more at www.maryqueenofpeace.org
He shed His blood that we might live forever.
Share your blood so that others may live today.

Mary, Queen Of Peace Catholic Church
Blood Drive
Sunday, September 28,
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
in the Parish Center
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BROWNIES
@ MQP
Girls in Brownie Troop 30618 at Mary, Queen of Peace made friendship bracelets last spring to
send with the Mary, Queen of Peace Haiti Ministry team to hand out to the children of St. Benoit,
our sister parish in Haiti. The girls enjoyed making the bracelets, and mostly enjoyed knowing that
their handiwork would reach other little girls many miles away. Our Mary, Queen of Peace Haiti
team handed the bracelets out when they visited in April, and they reported that the children loved
receiving the special gifts!

G

irls in Brownie Troop 30618 from
Mary, Queen of Peace completed the
Catholic Girl Scouting Program, Family of God, last spring. The girls are
pictured with Archbishop Gregory Aymond after
receiving their awards at St. Louis Cathedral.
The girls worked very hard to complete many activities and presented their books to the archdiocese committee for Catholic Girl Scouting. Congratulations, girls!

O

ne of the activities that helped
the Brownies earn the Family
of God honor was completed
last year. In honor of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, our patroness, the
girls placed flowers at the feet of the
statue of Mary outside of the new classroom building. The Brownie troop will
continue building on their faith during activities this school year.
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Parish School of Religion
+
Welcome to a new year of journeying together
in faith! We are kicking off the new year in a
special way. The first day of PSR classes will
include Mass and a short meeting for parents
and students. At least one parent should
attend—but both are welcome. Here is the
schedule:

Monday September 15: 6:30 to 7:45
p.m. in church, Grades 7-10

Youth Group fun and games

T

he Peacemakers youth group had plenty
of fun and games this summer; they also
spent plenty of time sharing the faith and
growing closer to the Lord. Pictured, members of the youth group were delighted to have Fr.
Ian Bozant join them for an outing to Laser Tag in
August. For information on upcoming Peacemakers activities, visit the website at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org or email Stephen
Johnson at sjohnson@maryqueenofpeace.org

Tuesday September 16: 4:30 to 5:45
p.m. in church, Grades K-6
Wednesday September 17: 4:30 to
5:45 p.m. in church, Grades K-6
Wednesday September 17: 6:30 to
7:45 p.m. in church, Grades 1-6

Supplying Smiles

Jesus loves the little children
Many thanks to the generous parishioners who donated backpacks and school supplies to needy children in New Orleans. Parishioner Amy Cucullu,
above, helped bring the items to Dr. Rosalind Hale at
Xavier University. They were distributed to children in
the Gert Town area. The school supply drive was part
of our partnership with St. Rita Catholic Church.

Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church offers child care for
little ones ages 1 to 4 in the Parish Center during 9:30 and
11:30 Mass. Our volunteers offer a loving, safe place for
children so that parents can fully, consciously, and actively
take part in the liturgy. We are always in need of volunteers. Please email Theresa at mqpchildcare@gmail.com.
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Ministry Fair: Sharing God’s gifts

13

T

he Ministry Fair took
place after all
Masses August 2324. Parishioners
were invited to the Cafeteria
to see the many ways in
which Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church is Living the
Good News through good
stewardship of our God-given
gifts. For more information on
ministry, service and charity
at Mary, Queen of Peace,
visit the website at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org
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SCHOOL NEWS

Laughing, Learning,
Playing & Praying
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School News

We’re back!

T

he Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic School
Co-op Club hosted a
Back-to-School Bingo in
August, and the turnout was
great! Families gathered under
our new pavilion for a night of
family fun and games. Our Co-op
Club has many more family
friendly activities planned this
year, so be sure to off your support. Watch our website at
www.mqpcs.org.

Welcome, new moms
A new moms
social was
held before the
start of school
to welcome
new faces into
our MQPCS
family.

School Mass: Starting the year in prayer

M

ary, Queen
of Peace
Catholic
School held
its Back-to-School Mass
on August 20, with students bringing up symbols of the school year.
The center of our school,
of course, is Christ and
His mother, our patroness, the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Mrs. Susan Danos
paid a special visit!
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Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us

A

new statue of the
Blessed Mother
graces the foyer of
our Parish Center
these days, thanks to Curt
and Mary Burns.
Mary, our patroness,
should hold a place of
honor in our parish and in
our hearts. Members of our
parish staff and the students and faculty in our
school pray the Angelus at
noon each day, a simple yet
profound way to honor
Mary’s “yes” to God, a “yes”
that changed the world.
Perhaps you can make
the Angelus a part of your
daily prayer life.

