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Goodbye and Hello

O

n June 29, we bid our longtime pastor,
Fr. Ronald Calkins, farewell. He was our
shepherd and our friend for 19 years,
and we will pray for him in his new assignment at St. Catherine of Siena. We welcomed
our new priests the weekend of July 5-6: Fr. JohnNhan Tran, pastor, and Fr. Ian Bozant, parochial
vicar. We look forward to journeying toward the
Lord with them.
For More, See Page 3
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STEWARDS OF THE MONTH

A Good
Steward …
Accepts God's
gifts gratefully
Cultivates those
gifts responsibly
Shares them in
justice and love
Returns them
with increase to
the Lord

A

B

MAY: Brian Hebert

rian Hebert was our May Steward of the
Month.
Brian has been a parishioner since
2004 and loves being a part of Mary,
Queen of Peace. “What I really enjoy,” he said, “is
being part of this family. I felt welcome when I
came through the doors.”
Brian is a faithful usher at 11:30 Mass, takes part
in the Fishers of Men group on Monday nights,
helps with the Welcoming Ministry, and often accompanies fellow parishioner Jerry Broussard to
pray at the abortion clinic in Metairie.
Mostly, he is a man of vibrant faith who loves his
parish home, especially the liturgy. “It’s not just
going to church,” he said. “It’s not just doing my
time. Coming to Mass is communing with my family. As a single person, it
also fills that space in my life.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed that Brian Hebert calls this place home.

JUNE: Alice Childress & Marsha Davis

lice Childress and Marsha Davis were our June stewards of the
month. They help coordinate the Naim widows group at Mary,
Queen of Peace, among many other things, and they are a double blessing to our parish!
“I do it for the honor and glory of God and nothing else,” Marsha said.
“We do it for Him, just to be HIs hands in the world.. That’s what stewardship is all about, being God’s hands and feet for others.”
Marsha is also an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion, volunteers as a lector, takes part in the music ministry, and is a member of the
Altar Society.
Her co-leader in the Naim group, which they have been coordinating
since before Katrina, also is involved with many things at Mary, Queen of
Peace. A parishioner for 16 years, Alice Childress is a member of the bell
choir, has provided meals for Habitat for Humanity and has also offered her gifts in welcoming newcomers to the parish.
But the Naim ministry is special to both ladies. “We were among the first four in the group,” Marsha
said. “Sr. Marina and I went to Metairie to visit with some people involved with a Naim ministry over
there” and then formed the group at MQP.
“It’s wonderful,” she said. “Some of the ladies may have nothing else. It’s very important to have human interaction and understanding.”
The Naim group has monthly lunches and occasional excursions as well as Masses at the Teresian
Center and St. Joseph Abbey.
For information, contact Marsha at litlnurs@bellsouth.net
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Welcome
Fr. John
& Fr. Ian!
Fr. Ian Bozant, far left,
and Fr. John-Nhan Tran
greeted parishioners
after Masses the weekend of July 5-6. They
encouraged parishioners to reach out whenever needed. Fr. John
can be reached at (504)
715-0096. Fr. Ian can be
reached at (504) 2500506.

F

Fr. Ian Bozant

r. Ian Bozant, at age 26, is only 10
days older than Mary, Queen of Peace
Parish—which was founded on June
18, 1988.
Fr. Ian grew up in Chalmette, and his family
moved to Slidell just before Katrina. He went
to Holy Cross High School and spent two years
at Villanova University, studying astronomy
and astrophysics because, he said: “I was, and
still am, a nerd.”
From Villanova, he began his studies for the
priesthood at Notre Dame Seminary, and he
was ordained on June 7, 2014. Fr. Ian is the
youngest priest in the Archdiocese of New
Orleans and is tied as the youngest priest in
the country.
Fr. Ian says he hopes that his time at MQP
will help "to foster a deeper encounter with
our Lord in His Church and in the Sacraments!
I greatly look forward to celebrating the Sacraments with the parish and helping all of us to
grow in deeper love for our faith."

F

Fr. John-Nhan Tran

r. John-Nhan Tran is the third pastor in the history of Mary,
Queen of Peace.
Fr. John was born in Vietnam, moved to the United States in
1975 and was ordained to the priesthood in New Orleans in
1992 after graduating from Notre Dame Seminary. He attended the Salesian High School Seminary in Goshen, N.Y., and St. Joseph Seminary College in Covington before entering Notre Dame Seminary. He comes to us
from St. Joan of Arc in LaPlace.
“For the past 22 years, I have been given the privilege of serving the
People of God in various parts of our archdiocese but never on the north
shore,” Fr. John said. "My priestly life has been strengthened and enriched by the generosity and faith of parishioners over the
years. Wherever I am assigned, I desire nothing more than for the
parishioners to know that God loves them and desires to have an intimate relationship with them. I come to serve the People of God.
“I want all parishioners to know that they can call me at any time, either at the office (985-626-6977) or on my cell phone (504-715-0096);
they can also email me at frjohn1992@gmail.com
“I hope that the parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace will not only
keep Fr. Ronnie in prayers, but will also include him in their celebrations
and events. I have already expressed to Fr. Ronnie that Mary, Queen of
Peace will continue to be his home, and there is always a room for him at
the rectory. I look forward to serving the parishioners of MQP.”
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Farewell,
Fr. Ronnie

F

r. Ronald Calkins
celebrated his
final liturgy as
pastor of Mary,
Queen of Peace on June
29 at 11:30 Mass. Hundreds of people packed
the church to pray
for and with our pastor. Fr. Ronnie’s
family was on hand
and brought up the
offertory gifts. They
are pictured at right:
Kathy Berault, Deacon Richard Calkins,
and Dennis Calkins.
Msgr. Bill Bilinsky
offered his farewell
remarks at the end of
Mass. We continue to
pray for Fr. Ronnie in
his ministry at St.
Catherine of Siena.

Photos by Clem and Gene
Lescale
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Until we meet again ...

T

here were plenty of goodbye hugs at the reception
following Mass on June
29. There was also a very
special song written by choir member Pat Rosenow. Sung to the tune
of “Johnny Angel,” Pat and the choir
serenaded Fr. Ronnie with “Fr.
Ronnie, you’re a pastor to me…”
Fr .Ronnie also treated the crowd
to one last rendition of one of his
favorites, “Old Time Rock ‘n’ Roll.”
Many thanks to all who put together the reception. We look forward
to the installation Mass for Fr. John
-Nhan Tran on August 3. Watch the
bulletin and Friday email for details.

ON THE WEB:

Fr. Ronnie, above, with Charisse Saucier
and Susan Beckendorf. At right, with
Administrative Assistant Brenda D’Antoni.



See more pictures



Listen to Fr. Ronnie’s
final homily at MQP



Listen to Fr. Bill’s
farewell remarks



Listen to homilies by
Fr. John and Fr. Ian
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Parish School of Religion

T

he Parish School of
Religion wrapped
up the year in May,
with students presenting a spiritual bouquet
to Fr. Ronnie, top right, as a
going-away gift. At right,
students in Sandy
Dombrowski’s 8th-grade
class ended the year with a
baby shower, which was the
culmination of the Spiritual
Adoption program. They enjoyed plenty of fun, games
and food!

Oh Mary, we crown thee...
Second-graders who made their First
Holy Communion on May 3 helped present flowers to the Blessed Mother on
May 4 as part of the May Crowning on
Mothers Day. Pictured, one of the children presents a flower to DRE Jewell
Bayhi as T’Jacques Guillot helps collect
the blossoms.
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SonTreasure Island:
Vacation Bible School

Ahoy there! Vacation Bible School was a packed
house, with children learning songs and playing
games that uncovered the true gem on SonTreasure
Island—the love of Jesus in our hearts. Director of
Religious Education Jewell Bayhi and a team of teen
and adult volunteers made the week super special.

God’s special children
The Special Needs religious education program celebrated the end of
the school year with a special Mass
in May.
Fr. Ronnie, above, invited each
child to look into a mirror and see
the face of Jesus reflected there.

At left, teacher Jeanne Bower poses
with the students in her Monday class
who were making their First Holy Communion.
For more information on the special
needs class, call DRE Jewell Bayhi at
985-674-9794 or email her at
jbayhi@maryqueenofpeace.org.
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Changing the

S

Face of St. Benoit

By Sheila Stroup
omething I’ll never
forget about our
mission trip to St.
Benoit is giving the
elementary school children
the new backpacks we
brought from Mary, Queen of
Peace parishioners. As we
went from classroom to classroom handing them out, the
children’s smiles brought
tears to my eyes.
It was hard for us to understand just how much such
a gift meant to them. The best
moment was at the end of the
day when they walked out of
the school in a long, straight
line. They stood a little taller,
wearing their backpacks
proudly. Their posture
seemed to say, “I’m a student. I go to school.”
That’s the essence of the Haiti partnership to
me: With our help, the children are getting an
education. They have classrooms now and desks
and a hot lunch every day. And although they
have no electricity and very few books or school
supplies, they have the two things they need
most: The desire to learn and teachers who want
to teach them.
Msgr. Wildor Pierre is passionate about educating the children. On the blackboard in the kindergarten classroom someone wrote, “Sans l’education on ira nul part.” When I asked Msgr.
Wildor to translate, he said, “Without an education, you aren’t going anywhere.” Even 5-yearolds are learning that lesson.
One morning I went outside the rectory area
to see the water distribution point for the new
well that is saving the villagers an hour trek
down the mountain and back up to get water. It
must seem like a miracle to them!
While I was walking, a young man stopped
and thanked me for being there. Jackson said he
was 19 and home on spring break from the uni-

versity in Port au Prince.
When I told him, “Your village is beautiful,” he
countered, ”We have problems here.” He said there is
no way for the villagers to make a living in Dessources. He said he is studying business economics
and wants to come home and help the people start
Continued on next page
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Building a culture of hope in Haiti
From Page 1

little businesses.
I explained that our ministry wants to do
that, too: Teach the parishioners to raise goats
and, someday, chickens, and help them learn
to raise food to feed the chickens, so they can
have an income and give a little to the school.
“Then they can feel like they’re contributing
to their children’s education,” I said.
Since we have come back home, I often
think of Nerlyne Charlotin, at right. She is 19
and the top student in eighth grade. She
seems to do everything in the village. She
plays the bongo and sings in church and
teaches the young girls who dance during
Mass. She scoops up small children and holds them in
her arms. If she were a student in southeast Louisiana,
she’d be the one with a long list of accomplishments
next to her picture in the yearbook.
The students at St. Scholastica in Covington are
paying her scholarship for middle school. One day she
told Sister Marina and me her plans. She wants to
graduate from high school and go to nursing school.
And then she wants to come back to the village to
make things better.
“Maybe when I get through nursing school, there
will be a hospital here,” she said, smiling. “That would
be my dream job.”
With Msgr. Wildor leading the way,
that could happen.
There’s a phrase Clay Drewes, one
of our fellow travelers, came up with to
describe what we saw in St. Benoit. It's a
beautiful way to say what our partnership is helping St. Benoit sustain: “A
culture of hope.”

Our team in Haiti: Clay Drewes, Nancy Waguespack, Tony
Pastorello, Muguet Bolotte, Msgr. Wildor Pierre, Sheila Stroup,
and Sr. Marina Aranzabal.

Read more from Sheila
on Haiti at :
http://www.nola.com/living/
index.ssf/2014/05/
parishioners_from_mary_queen_o.html

Photos by Clay Drewes
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Order of St.
Louis
Medallion
Recipients
Congratulations to Pat and Ann
Rosenow and Michael Collura, who
received the Order of St. Louis Medallion from Archbishop Gregory
Aymond on June 29 at St. Louis Cathedral.
The Order of St. Louis honors
members of the laity for devotion
and dedication to the Catholic
Church. Each parish nominates
two to receive the award, with a
couple counting as one award.

The Rosenows, above left, serve the Church in many ways through the music ministry, the Fleur-de-Fall, the Parish
School of Religion, and more.
Michael Collura is involved with the Men’s Spirituality group,
Parish School of Religion, Confirmation prep, and much more.
Most importantly, both the Rosenows and Collura are living
witnesses to the love of Christ in the world. Thank you!

New on the
Pastoral
Council
The Pastoral Council installed two
new members to the nine-member
council in June.
Fr. Ronnie is pictured welcoming
Cherie Erkel and Tony Pastorello.
The Pastoral Council is an advisory body to the pastor; the council
assesses the needs of the parish—
as in our March Parish Assembly—
and brings those needs to the pastor in prayer and discernment. The
council also serves as the guardian
of our parish mission, at right.
For information, contact Council
President Wayne Kempff at
wrkgrk@bellsouth.net

We are Mary, Queen of Peace, a vibrant Catholic
community that embraces our baptismal call to life
in Christ and responds by welcoming all in worship,
encouraging commitment to Christian service, and
inviting all to grow in faith, hope, and love.
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Crawfish boil
family fun!

We had crawfish, we had family, we had fun.
What more can we say? Oh, and we had
children singing “Frozen”! Our May crawfish
boil was a big 25th anniversary hit.
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ALL ARE WELCOME!

To better
serve you
spiritually
In order to better serve the
spiritual needs of parishioners, Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church has:


Added Mass on Monday
at 9 a.m.



Added the sacrament of
reconciliation for 30
minutes before each
weekday and weekend
Mass. Reconciliation
times will remain the
same on Saturday.

If you do not already attend
daily Mass, please circle the
Mass you would most likely
attend during the week:
6:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
If we were to add a Saturday
Mass, which time would you
prefer (circle one):
7:30 a.m.
9 a.m.
Please return your answers
in the offertory basket or to
the office. Thank you!

A

s we continue
to be a vibrant
community
sharing and
“Living the Good News”
here at Mary, Queen of
Peace, each one of us is
called to be a disciple of
Jesus by ‘reaching out’ to
the many who chose to
celebrate and worship
our God within our faith
community.
The “Welcoming
Ministry”, led by the Holy Spirit is dedicated to helping all parishoners and visitors enhance their worship time at Mass by making them feel comfortable, welcomed and included in our celebration. Connecting the
newly registered families within our parish ministries so they are
able to share the many gifts God has blessed them with is one of
the focuses of this ministry.
Who can participate in this “Welcoming Ministry?” ALL parishioners are invited to become a “Welcome Ambassador” to
the many who come and desire to be part of a faith community –
one we call ‘home.’
We would be pleased to ‘welcome’ any parishioner to this
ministry. Consider extending a warm welcome to a family chosing to worship and celebrate with us at Mary, Queen of Peace. For
more information regarding how you can be a “welcoming ambassador” contact : Patricia Hebert – phebert24@charter.net.

Save the Date!

T

he annual Fleur-de-Fall auction
and fund-raiser will take place on
November 15 right here at Mary, Queen of Peace.
Stephanie Dupepe and Serita Senac are this year’s cochairs, and they are looking for plenty of good helpers. Please fill out a
form in the back of church or email Stephanie at sdupepe@ccano.org
or Serita at ssenac@att.net if you can help in any way. The proceeds
from the Fleur-de-Fall benefit our parish and school, so please join the
fun! You can see scenes from last year’s event on our website at
http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/fleur-de-fall/home.
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Spanish Prayer Group
About 50 members of the Spanish Prayer
Group, led by Father Angel Diaz and Sister
Marina Aranzabal, participated in the Stations of the Cross at the Teresian Center in
Covington on Good Friday.
Dolores Castaneda, Arlette Perez-Aguirre
and Valerie Perez-Aguirre, members of the
Mary, Queen of Peace Spanish Prayer Group,
received their First Communion on May 16,
2014. Father Angel Diaz presided over the
Mass and First Communion that was held at
Mary, Queen of Peace Church. After the
Mass, the Spanish Prayer Group shared a
meal and fellowship.
The Spanish Prayer Group would like to
thank Fr. Ronnie Calkins for his dedicated
and consistent support of the Spanish Prayer Group over the past six years.
For those interested in more information about the Spanish Prayer Group, please call Petra
Madrigal at 985-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

Knights News

Mary, Queen of Peace
Knights of Columbus
Council 12072 presented Mario Vivas with the
life membership award
last month. He is pictured at right with outgoing Grand Knight Carl
Guichard. Above, Guichard presents the Family
of the Month award to
Louis Gruntz.

New Grand Knight
Knights of Columbus Council Grand Knight Carl Guichard
was honored in May has leadership was handed over to
new Grand Knight Harry Ryan. For information on the
Knights, contact Ryan at hmriii@yahoo.com.
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SCHOOL NEWS

MQPCS honors
Fr. Ronnie with
endowment,
Fiat Award

A

t his last school Mass in May,
Fr. Ronnie was given the
school’s highest honor—the
Fiat Award. He received the
award along with outgoing vice principal Susan Perry and outgoing Coordinator of Religious Education Susan
Danos, pictured at right.
At the conclusion of Mass, Principal Sybil
Skansi also announced that the school has established an endowment with the Catholic Foundation in Fr. Ronnie’s name. As Mrs. Skansi said:
“We know how much you love our school, from
its beginning to the present, and we know how much you
want it to continue to be a great school where children
can learn, laugh, play and especially pray together.”
The interest earned from this endowment will be used
for tuition assistance and/or the general operation of the
school. “You will forever have an impact on the success of
the school for which you are founding pastor and spiritual
leader.” For information, contact the Catholic Foundation
at (504) 596-3045.

Father Ronnie Day …
Mayor Donald Villere visited Mary,
Queen of Peace in May to proclaim
“Father Ronnie Day” in the City of
Mandeville. The students also enjoyed
a day of “Father Ronnie Trivia.”
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School News
A new
chapter
begins

T

he
Class of
2014
said
goodbye to Mary,
Queen of Peace
School in May.
Students gathered for Mass
and celebrated
with parents and
friends afterward.
At top, Neal and
Kelly Hightower
with their son, Ross,
who received the
7th-grade Fiat
Award for reflecting
Mary’s “yes” to God
throughout his time
at MQPCS. Right,
happy grads pose
for the cameras.

Ready to
Learn, Laugh,
Play and
Pray!

A

t Mary,
Queen of
Peace
Catholic
School, we are all
about learning,
laughing, playing
and—especially—
praying.
As students and parents enjoy
their summer break, administrators
and faculty are thinking about the
brand new school year. The first
day of school for grades 1-7 is August 6—it’s hard to believe we are
getting so close! Check the school
website for more dates and information: www.mqpcs.org
Happy summer and see you
soon!

Thanking the Lord for summer
Students said goodbye to backpacks and books and brought up
symbols of summer at the final school Mass of the year in May.
Nancy Waguespack, our incoming Coordinator of Religious Education, holds a cross as a reminder that Jesus is at the center of
everything we do—even our summer vacation!

May Crowning
Caroline Cresson and Christopher Wallace
had the honor of crowning Mary in May.
They pose with Fr. Ronnie and Mrs. Skansi.
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Gathering the People of God

A

rchbishop Aymond wants
to know what you think.
Or to put it another way:
He wants to know where
God is leading the Archdiocese of
New Orleans, and he needs the help
of all of us to hear God’s voice and
answer God’s call.
To that end, the archbishop opened
the 9th General Synod of the Archdiocese of New Orleans on April 15.
The word “synod” means gathering,
and so the first step in the process is
to gather God’s people—clergy, religious and lay faithful—to discern
God’s vision for our local church over
the next several years.
Since June, the archdiocese has
been holding consultative sessions in
the various deaneries. The sessions
invite you to reflect upon three questions:







What are we doing well in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans that
helps you grow in your faith and
relationship with the Lord?
When you think about the Archdiocese and the ministries we provide, what are two areas of focus
that we can do better that you
would recommend for the next
few years and how can we
achieve this?
Concerning your dreams and aspirations, what might God be calling us to as the local church during the next 2 to 3 years?

Pray about these things and come
share your thoughts. Mary, Queen of
Peace will host the West St. Tammany
session Aug. 19 at 7 p.m. A youth session is set for Aug. 2 at Camp Abbey at
1 p.m., ending with Mass at 4 p.m.

