MAY 2014

Volume 14, Number 3

To our pastor,
with love
and prayers

Or so it seems — It seems we have the whole
world in our hands every time we pick up those
mobile devices that used to be phones but are
now capable of doing everything from giving us
directions to counting our calories to saying the
rosary. What’s a Catholic approach to using
powerful social media tools—mobile and otherwise? It’s time to find out!
See story, A-3

H

e has baptized our children and
buried our loved ones. He has
married us and counseled us and
walked with us through joy and
sorrow for the past 19 years.
He has brought us the love of Christ as a
priest devoted to his vocation. He has empowered us to share our gifts to serve God and
neighbor, and through his leadership, we have
built a parish community filled with faith, led
by hope, and fueled by love.
Now, he is leaving.
At each Mass on April 26-7, Fr. Ronald
See Fr. Ronnie, Page 9
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STEWARDS OF THE MONTH

MARCH: John and Mary Lee Sherlock

J

ohn and Mary Lee Sherlock were the March Stewards of the
month. They have attended MQP for 12 years and have two
children, Mary Grace and Christopher who, like their parents,
are very active parishioners at MQP.
Mary Lee is a member of the Altar Society and the Meals and More
Ministry. John has served on the Pastoral Council for three years, is
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, and is a member of
the men’s group, Fishers of Men.
Together, they volunteered to coordinate the 25 th Anniversary family Photo Directory. They supported the church staff in the huge undertaking of scheduling and organizing all of the photo-taking sessions.
Mary Grace, a graduating senior, is active in the Peacemakers,
teaches in the Parish School of Religion and is a lector. Christopher, a
sophomore, is also active in Peacemakers and is an altar server.
The Sherlocks say they love being members of MQP and truly find
it to be a “vibrant community.” “It really is a parish community and
not just a place you go to on Sundays,” they say. They encourage
other families to get involved at MQP. “The reward we get back is ten
-fold, not only for ourselves, but for our relationships with God and
with the other parishioners.” They are grateful, they say, for all Fr.
Ronnie and members of the parish staff do at Mary, Queen of Peace,
and they “look forward growing old together at MQP!”

Families like the Sherlocks help make MQP the
warm and inviting community it is, and we are
grateful for their being such generous stewards of
their faith.

APRIL: Nicole Porte & Donna Strain
Nicole Porte and Donna Strain were the April Stewards of the month and together co-chaired last year’s
Fleur-de-Fall. Both are active, dedicated, long-time
members of MQP.
Donna began attending MQP even before she
became a Catholic. “I was Baptist when I married
George, my high school sweetheart and a cradle
Catholic,” she says. “Once we had children, I began
attending MQP, then located in the Turtle Creek
shopping center. As my children grew older, I began
to feel a need to unite with the rest of my family in
Holy Communion. When Fr. Ronnie became the
pastor at MQP, my feelings about becoming Catholic and making MQP my church home were reaffirmed, and I signed up for the RCIA program in
1997.”
After converting, Donna recalls she “wanted very
much to be an active parishioner and get to know
others in our church.” Initially, Donna volunteered
at Vacation Bible School, taught a PSR class and
helped with decorating the church for various holidays. Over the past 17 years, she has also actively
participated in the Coffee & Donuts Ministry, Newcomers Ministry, the Gardening Ministry, Meals and
More and the Hospitality Ministry. And for the last
three years, she chaired the Sponsorship Committee
for FDF.
Last year, she says, she became even more in-

volved and served as co-chair of the
event. “It was a wonderful and fulfilling
experience to participate in an event that
significantly benefits the church and
school,” she says. “With the rapid growth
at MQP, I love being involved because I
get to meet so many kind, generous parishioners and have made several new
friendships.”
Like Donna, Nicole has attended MQP
since its “shopping center” days, first with her parents, and then again after
graduating from college and moving back to St. Tammany. She and her
husband Randy have three children, Jake, Lucy and Callie, all of whom are
enrolled at MQPCS. Nicole has been very active at the school, serving as
room mom, on several committees, and chairing the Grandparents Day
Committee for four years. Randy is also very involved at the school, Nicole
says, and “is right there with me, helping me out.”
Two years ago, Nicole was asked to serve on the FDF committee, and
last year, of course, she co-chaired the event with Donna. She describes it
as a “wonderful experience.” “It was lots of work,” she says, “but I wouldn’t change it for the world. It was such a great way to meet so many people
from the parish and to work closely with Fr. Ronne and the other event
chairs. It was an amazing experience.”
She adds, “There are so many great families in this parish, it’s just a
blessing to be a part of something so great and so big.”
MQP has truly been blessed by the generous stewardship of Nicole and
Donna, and we are very grateful for all of their work in making the FDF
such a joyous celebration of faith and fellowship.
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Faith + Communication in the Digital Age

T

By Amy Bouton
he communication landscape
has shifted dramatically over
the past decade We are texting, Skyping, Facebooking,
taking selfies — you get the idea.
With the founding of Myspace in August 2003, our society was plunged into
a new realm of social media. Soon to
follow were Facebook (2004), Twitter
(2006), Instagram (2009), and SnapChat
(launched as Picaboo in 2011). In 1995,
three years after the first text was sent,
the average user sent .4 texts per month.
Compare that to 2012, when a Pew Research study determined that Americans
from the ages of 18 – 29 are texting on
average 88 times per day. In contrast the
same age group averages 17 phone calls
per day.
What does this mean for our society
and our Catholic community? What is
our responsibility as Christians in terms
of social media? How do we bring God’s
wisdom to bear on these tools, and teach
our children to do the same?
“Human beings are made for real connections, not pseudo connections. We
are made for loving, serving and giving,”
said Mark Gelis, Ph.D., a theologian and
clinical pastoral counselor who lives in
Mandeville and has worked with delinquent youth and orphaned children.
Gelis’ words are right in line with the
message Pope Francis sends us on World
Communication Day: Communications
should be at the service of a culture of
encounter.
On May 27, Dr. Daniella ZsupanJerome, professor at the Loyola Institute
for Ministry and a parishioner at MQP,

Dr. Daniella Zsupan-Jerome will
speak on “Faith and Communication in the Digital Age” on
May 27 at 7 p.m. in the church.
Her book on the topic will be
published in the fall. Scan the
code above for a video about
her talk. She will also appear on
Issues & Faith May 22 and 25.

will speak on “Connection, Encounter, Communion: Faith and
Communication in the Digital Age.”
All are invited to learn more about how we communicate as
church – how we can be present to the other in our texts, tweets,
and more.
Gelis, who earned bachelor and post-graduate degrees in Rome,
sees the need for this culture of encounter among the youth.
“After being away for several years, and then returning to the
U.S., it is amazing to see the shift that has taken place in our society,” Gelis said. “The trends that have taken hold are startling. Social media has been introduced at a time when our children are
ready to become autonomous, yet they are becoming dependent.”
“I asked a patient of mine how social media makes him feel,”
Gelis notes. “He said, ‘It makes me feel like my own life sucks.’
This is because social media is all about image projection — creating your own image. There is a new disorder now being diagnosed
called the Fear of Missing Out, created by the impact of social media. These relationships we create on social media are what I call
pseudo-connections because they are not personal connections and
they do not give you the skills needed to form that deeper connecSee Page 15
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The Pavilion is open for business!

F

r. Ronnie
blessed our
new Pavilion on
March 14. The
blessing was followed by a school
pep rally and some
free-throw fun. Let
the record show:
Principal Sybil
Skansi made the
first basket ever in
our new play area!
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Co-op News
The Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
School Co-op Club is excited about a
brand new school year coming up!
The Co-op installed its new officers
on April 29, treating all parent volunteers to a delicious dinner and giving
thanks to outgoing board members.
Meanwhile, planning has already
begun for our Annual Back To School
Bingo Bash! We need many volunteers to prepare for this wildly popular
event and what is sure to be another
SOLD OUT crowd.

Mary, Queen of Peace moms held a mother-daughter brunch.
Pictured are Kristen and Shay Gardiner and Amber and Melia
Broussard enjoying their day together! At right, the outgoing Co
-Op Club board treated volunteers to a delicious dinner at the
final meeting of the year. Outgoing officers, from left, Angie
Nicotri, Deanna Morris, Shannon Pazos, Jerica Chustz, Lory
Schwartz.

Student of the Year

Making friends with St. Rita
Mary, Queen of Peace and St. Rita in New Orleans are reviving a twinning program that started after Katrina. In March, second-graders from
St. Rita came to visit their pen pals at Mary, Queen of Peace. The students enjoyed fun and games under the Pavilion and learned new things
together in the computer lab. We look forward to nurturing our garden of
friends! See more: http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/school-headlinespage-news/2394-st-rita-visits-mqpcs

Thomas Bitterwolf was named a finalist for
New Orleans non-Public student of the year.
He is pictured receiving his honor from
Superintendent Jan Lancaster, with
Principal Sybil Skansi.
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Breaking matzah together

At right, Rabbi Nimon is
pictured with Fr. Buddy Noel,
parochial vicar at Our Lady of
the Lake and Ecumenical Officer for
the archdiocese,
and Fr.
Ronnie.

DRE Jewell Bayhi, left, organized an Interfaith Seder
Meal on Palm Sunday, April 13. Rabbi John Nimon of
the Northshore Jewish Congregation discussed the
symbolism of the Passover meal. Members of the NJC
joined parishioners from Mary, Queen of Peace and
Our Lady of the Lake for a wonderful evening.

Spanish Prayer Group

T

he Mary, Queen of Peace Spanish Prayer
Group met on April 4. Fr. Angel Diaz led a
thoughtful discussion with the group on the
importance of the Sacrament of Penance.
While the community held the Stations of the Cross, Fr.
Diaz held confessions for those interested.
For anyone interested in more information about the
Spanish Prayer Group, please call Petra Madrigal at 985867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The Knights of Columbus held their
annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 19.
It was a beautiful day to celebrate
new life! Pictured at right, Grand
Knight Carl Guichard with some of
the winners. Below, they are off to
the races, and below right, Ed DiGiovanni entertains with a good book.

Golf Pros!
Our
Knights
represented
1st and
2nd
place
teams at
the KC
State Convention Gulf Tournament held
at Grand Ridge Golf Club in Luling on
May 2. Pictured, E.J. Hebert, Jimmy
Senac and Robert Evans.

Family Mass
The Knights of
Columbus
Fourth Degree
Color Corps
dressed in full
regalia for the
Family Mass on
April 27. For
more information
on the Knights
and the Fourth
Degree, call the
office at
626.6977.
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Lent & Easter Blessings

O
T

his year’s Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults included two members who were baptized at the Easter
Vigil and several who came into the Catholic Church
from other Christian denominations. The class and
their sponsors are pictured above with Fr. Ronnie and Jewell
Bayhi, in pink at right, who is our Director of Religious Education. Anyone interested in the RCIA for next calendar
year, starting in September, can contact the Religious Education office at 674.9794.

ur altar servers, at top
cleaning palms
for Palm Sunday and assisting with the
Stations of the Cross,
were very much a part of
our Lenten journey. We
also had a wonderful Lenten mission with Fr. Simeon Gallagher, above, who
gave us much to think
about on the topic of
“Spiritual but not Religious.”
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A time
to change
From Page 1

Calkins announced that
he will be leaving on
July 2 to serve as pastor
of St. Catherine of Siena
in Metairie.
How do we respond, as
the people of God at
Mary, Queen of Peace?
First, we grieve for a
moment, because we will
miss our good leader and good shepherd.
Then, we pray for him and for this new path in his life as a priest.
And, of course, because we are impelled always by the love of Christ, we offer our prayers and love and support to the new priests Archbishop Aymond is
sending to shepherd our
parish in July:
Fr. John Tran from St.
Joan of Arc in LaPlace
will serve as our pastor.
Deacon Ian Bozant, who
will be ordained in June,
will serve as our first
full-time parochial vicar.
This is a time of great
change for Mary, Queen
of Peace, but our comfort
comes in knowing this:
The center of our parish,
the very reason we exist,
will never change. The
spirit of Christ is always
with us. It is in Him that
we live, and move, and
have our very being, as
St. Paul tells us.
When we may feel
that things are falling
apart, we need look only
to that beautiful crucifix
hanging in our church,
behind which the seasons
come and go but the
Lord never changes. Because, as Paul also tells us: “In him, all things hold together.”
We will miss Fr. Ronnie, we wish him every happiness, and we promise him
that we will continue living our faith and building God’s kingdom in our little
corner of God’s world.

From the pastor:
‘Mary, Queen of
Peace will always
be my first love’
Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
I spoke at every Mass the
weekend of April 26-27, sharing the news that I will be leaving Mary, Queen of Peace at the
end of June to serve as pastor
of St. Catherine of Siena in Metairie.
Although I am excited about
the possibilities and challenges
ahead, Mary, Queen of Peace
will always be my first love.
When I arrived as pastor in the
summer of 1995, I never expected to be here for 19
years. In those 19 years, the
people of Mary, Queen of Peace
have become part of my life.

A FOND FAREWELL
June 29, Mass at 11:30 a.m.
A reception to follow in the
cafeteria.

See Page 16
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Leading our children to Jesus

Our second-graders made their First Communion on May 10. To be prepared, they attended a retreat on May 3, led by DRE Jewell Bayhi and a team of helpers. At left, the children practice receiving communion. At right, helpers hold the heart craft students made.

Parish School
Of Religion

The Parish School of Religion wrapped up another year the week
of May 5. At left, students presented Fr. Ronnie with a spiritual bouquet. He is pictured greeting Bailey Smoorenburg, who was awarded for the highest number of service hours. Top, Sandy Dombrowski’s 8th-graders enjoy fun & games at a pro-life baby shower
to end the school year.
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At right, all the
lucky couples.
Above, David
and Stephanie
Miller-Murphy
with Chef John
Besh and Fr.
Ronnie. Top
right, Tricia and
Brett Bollinger
have a book
signed by Chef
Besh.

A Fleur-de-Fabulous Night!
The Fleur-de-Fall fun just keeps on going!
Our fall fundraiser always provides a chance
at prizes that can be redeemed throughout
the year. One of last fall’s main attractions
was a dinner at Restaurant August, with a
visit with Chef John Besh in the penthouse.

Our happy couples are pictured here enjoying
their evening together.
What wonderful prizes await you at our next
Fleur-de-Fall? Mark your calendars for Nov. 15
and come to find out!
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Lifting our hearts
with Haiti

A parish delegation composed of
Muguet Bolotte, Haiti Ministry leader,
Sr. Marina Aranzabal STJ, Clay
Drewes. Anthony Pastorello, Sheila
Stroup and Nancy Waguespack, recently visited St. Benoit, our sister parish in Haiti, in order to strengthen the
bonds of friendship and collaboration
between the two parishes.
They are pictured above at the Night
in Haiti event and at right in front of
St. Benoit.
Msgr. Wildor hosted the delegation
and invited them to be fully immersed
in parish and school life during their
stay. The delegation was able to visit
the school which is now near comple-

tion and spend time with the school children, faculty, and parishioners.
The new well is fully operational providing clean water for the people of
St. Benoit. The delegation also distributed vitamins for small children and
expectant mothers. Msgr. Wildor and the parishioners of St. Benoit are very
grateful for our continued support.

Mary Lou McCall visits SAM

O

n April 8, the Substance Addiction Ministry (SAM) had a
presentation, “From the Darkness Into the Light” – Healing
from Addiction, by Mary Lou McCall.
McCall provided the attendees with her first-hand account
of dealing with recovery from the family disease of alcoholism and the
journey from a life of darkness to light with God's help. It was an enlightening session from one who is very accomplished in her professional
life, combining her personal experience to deliver a real message of hope
for those who suffer from addictions.
The goal of the Substance Addiction Ministry at Mary Queen of Peace
is to help individuals with addictions, and those affected by another’s addiction, to re-connect through education, prevention, referral and family
support.
For information, call 985-626-7905 or email mqpsam@gmail.com
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Mothers Rosary Group

T

he Mothers Rosary Group
meets once a month to
pray the rosary. All
moms and kids are invited. Pictured, front from left, Julie
and Catherine Pigg; Amie Post;
Laurie and Zoe Vorolzachak; Meghan and Breanne Baham; Theresa
Bennett; Donielle and Sam Ruth;
back, Jennifer West, Yvette Fontenot, Jessica Brown, and Julie
Stokes-Soniat. For information or
to join the group, email Courtney at
courtneydodson@hotmail.com

Parish Assembly: Dreams & Visions

M

any thanks to all
who took part in our
Parish Assembly in
March. The Pastoral
Council and staff are sifting
through the information to come up
with new goals and objectives for
our parish family. So stay tuned to
see where God’s dream will lead.

Archdiocesan Synod:
Following God’s lead
Archbishop
Aymond called
the 9th Gneral
Synod for the
Archdiocese of
New Orleans
at the Chrism
Mass on April
15.
The Synod
will include a
series of consultation sessions—one in
each Deanery
as well as one
for youth, one
for Hispanics,
and one for young adults.
A session will take place at
Mary, Queen of Peace on Aug. 19
from 7 to 9 p.m.
Stay tuned for more information
and visit the website at:
http://synod.arch-no.org/
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Photos by Loren Levet

Women’s Retreat

A

bout 50 women participated in
the Women's Lenten Retreat,
which was held at the Teresian Spirituality Center on April
9. The theme was "Finding God in All
Things.” The day began with the celebration of the Eucharist with Fr. Vic Messina, spiritual director at St. Joseph's Seminary College. Robin Hebert, retreat direc-

tor, led the participants on a journey through the
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola, with a
special emphasis on spiritual freedom and surrender
to God's will. The day ended with the recitation of

the Ignatian prayer :
"Take, Lord, Receive".
The Women's Spirituality
Group will begin the Fall
Session in midSeptember. Fr. James
Martin's book, "Jesus, A
Pilgrimage,” will be used
as the basis for study,
prayer, and shared reflection. For more information, contact: Sr. Marina at 985-630-7130.

ACCESS
Pro-life
Award
DRE Jewell Bayhi
attended the ACCESS
Pregnancy Center jazz
brunch on April 27, accepting the ACCESS
pro-life award on behalf
of Mary, Queen of
Peace. Pictured, Jewell
Bayhi, Sr. Marjorie
Hebert, MSC (Catholic
Charities President and
CEO), Archbishop
Aymond, and Jean
Rice (Brunch CoChair).
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Altar Server
of the Year
Katherine Chandler, left, was
named Altar Server of the Year
form Mary, Queen of Peace. Katherine is pictured with Archbishop
Gregory Aymond at the awards
presentation at St. Rita Catholic
Church in New Orleans. She is a
senior at Slidell High School.

Youth of the Year

Three Peacemakers youth group
members from Mary, Queen of
Peace were presented with outstanding youth awards on April 27
at St. Louis Cathedral. From left,
t’Jacques Guillot, Sarah Price, and
Beau Douglas. Congratulations to
these outstanding members of our
young church. To join the Peacemakers, email sjohnson@maryqueenofpeace.org

Faith
&
Facebook
From Page 14

tion with another human being.”
Social media can be
a tool for reaching out
and enriching our relationships, but Gelis
stresses, never as a primary means of nurturing our relationships.
From a Catholic perspective, we know that
the Word was made
flesh. We were made
for a culture of encounter.
Resources for faithbased social media:
www.facebook.com/
TraditionalCatechism
www.facebook.com/
PopeFrancisPage

Offering Warm Welcomes to MQP!
The Mary, Queen of Peace
Welcoming Ministry held a gettogether in April. Volunteers greet
new families with a smile, and a
welcome packet! Pictured, from
left, Sylvia Greco, outgoing ministry leader Carol Holland, new
ministry leader Patricia Hebert,
and Marijo Rapp. If you are interested in volunteering, or if you
want a warm welcome, email
Patricia at
phebert24@charter.net

www.thepopetweets.com/
www.xt3.com
www.flocknote.com

Scan for Pope’s World
Communications Day
message.
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‘I will always be a part of MQP’
From Page 9

You have shown me faith, courage, kindness,
friendship, and love. It has been a great
blessing to know each and every one of you;
I can’t say that enough. I have watched this
parish blossom, and that has been a beautiful thing to behold.
Even so, we all know when the Holy Spirit speaks to
our hearts. For a number of years, I have been praying about my next step, knowing that God was leading
me elsewhere. In December, I told Archbishop
Aymond that I would be open to reassignment if he
felt there was a place that could use my gifts. He
called me in January to ask me to consider serving as
pastor of St. Catherine of Siena. After prayer and discernment, we finalized things by mid-February, and I
was told that I could make the announcement April
26-27.
Since that announcement, I have been humbled and
overwhelmed by the outpouring of love and support
you have shown me. In the midst of this, the first pastor I served under, Msgr. Ignatius Roppolo, passed
away on April 29, the feast day of St. Catherine of Siena. He was my mentor and my friend. And now I

pray that he will intercede for me so that I
may follow in his footsteps as mentor and
friend to the young
priest assigned to
serve with me at St. Catherine –
Deacon Tim Hedrick, who will be
ordained June 7.
As you prepare to welcome
A note from the Pastor
The Rev.
your new pastor, Fr. John Tran,
Ronald
L. Calkins
and your first-ever parochial vicar, Deacon Ian Bozant, who will
also be ordained in June, please know that Archbishop
Aymond is very aware of the special community we have
here. He was attuned to the fact that Mary, Queen of
Peace needed a pastor to build on the blessings that
have come from this vibrant family of faith. I have every
confidence that Fr. John will be just the pastor you need.
I ask for your prayers and assure you of mine. I will
always be a part of Mary, Queen of Peace, and you will
always be a part of me.
Wishing you God’s abundant blessings,
Fr. Ronald L. Calkins

