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The month of November started with our celebration of All Saints Day, and so it seems an appropriate month to consider our call to be holy. In addition, 82 students at Mary, Queen of Peace, including Kyle Gardner, Sydney Garraway and Joseph Gaiennie, above, received the sacrament of Confirmation at the end of October, sealed with the gift of the Holy Sprit. So let’s talk about this beautiful thing called holiness. What is it? How can we be holy?
Story by Amy Bouton, Page 3
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STEWARDS OF THE MONTH

SEPTEMBER: Carl and Maria Guichard

C

arl and Maria Guichard have been
parishioners since 1998. Their
daughter, Celeste, has been attending Mary, Queen of Peace School
since Pre-K 4 and is now in 7th grade. Maria
has served as room mom, Co-Op chair for the
Keep Christ in Christmas campaign, has
worked with Fleur-de-Fall class projects,
Christian Service events and has shared her
sewing skills with the teachers for classroom
needs. She has participated in the Meals and
More ministry, Familia, Hispanic Prayer
Group, library, Women’s Spirituality and the
Bible Timeline. She supports the Eucharistic Adoration
ministry and the Divine Mercy Sunday celebration. “As I
reflect on my involvement, it may seem like a lot, but it
was all do-able over a period of time. I encourage parents, especially mothers, to take time for spiritual for-

T

mation, as this, too, is
part of our vocation to
share with our children and spouses.”
Carl and Maria are
both also involved in
the Covenant of Love
Ministry. Carl has
been a member of the
Dad’s Club at Mary,
Queen of Peace
School and has helped
mentor students in
space and science. He
joined the Knights of
Columbus Ministry in 2000 and is serving his second term
as Grand Knight for Mary, Queen of Peace Parish. “My
prayer is that men dedicate themselves to give time to their
church, their family and their community,” he said.
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed to have the Guichards
here, sharing their many gifts in so many ways.

OCTOBER: Barbara Flanagan

he ministry that first attracted Barbara Flanagan to
Mary, Queen of Peace is the ministry she now
leads. Barbara is the leader for the Rosary and
Prayer group, which meets each Friday morning
after 9 a.m. Mass.
As someone with a lifelong devotion to the rosary, it was
important to Barbara to quickly find a rosary group that met
during the day when she and her husband, George, moved
here from Virginia in 1997. She found just the right place at
Mary, Queen of Peace.
Although she has been involved in other ministries, serving for many years, for instance, as an Extraordinary Minister
of Holy Communion and assisting with the Lady Knights
when George served as Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus, it is the prayer ministry she holds closest to her heart.
“Prayer,” she says. “That’s my ministry—whatever kind it
is—rosary, stations of the cross, the Divine Mercy. I’m a
Prayer Warrior. I just love it.”
MQP has two rosary groups. They both meet on Fridays,
one at 8:30 before 9 a.m. Mass, and Barbara’s group, which
meets after Mass in one of the quieting rooms. The group
meets first for a bit of social time to catch up on each other’s
lives. Then they pray the rosary, followed by the Divine
Mercy Chaplet and a seasonal devotion, such as the stations
of the cross, during November and the weeks of Lent.
Barbara has enjoyed studying her faith all her life and shares
her knowledge with her group. “I try to broaden their experi-

ence of the rosary,” she says.
”You have to understand what
you are doing,” She also stays
“attuned to what’s happening in
our church—worldwide” and tries
to integrate that into the prayer
group, as well.
After the socializing, the recitation of the rosary and other devotions, the group offers intercessory prayers,. They pray for “the
members of MQP, the sick and the dying, the unemployed and
those going through difficult times,” she says. “We are very
proud that we pray for everyone. We pray for all of the parishioners, our priests, for members of our community, our government, our world. We pray for ourselves last.”
Group members leave, she says, feeling very happy. “It’s quite
joyful. We call it our Holy Hour.” The group has a core of about
seven regular members but welcomes all who would like to come
even occasionally; Barbara understands that people are busy and
may not be able to come every week. To new parishioners she
would like to say, “Welcome! Come try us out.”
Throughout her life, as a mother of four, a grandmother and
great-grandmother, Barbara’s faith has sustained her. “I have a
strong faith,” she says,” and I’m thankful. I do not know how I
would exist without it.”
MQP is truly blessed to have such a joyful and devoted witness
to Christ’s love.
- Catherine Cresson
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“Do not be afraid of holiness,
do not be afraid to aim high, to
be loved and purified by God,
do not be afraid to let yourself be guided by the
Holy Spirit.” - Pope Francis

W

By Amy Bouton
ho, me? Holy?
My teenage son was recently
asked by his Parish School of
Religion teacher to name a
person who most closely reminded him of a
saint. He said his grandmother, my mother,
because she attends daily Mass, reads scripture daily, and in his words, “She does a lot
for other people. She never puts herself first.”
All true, and an excellent example of what
we are all called to do: Strive to be saintly,
strive to be holy. We all have the capability,
and as the Catechism of
the Catholic Church
states, the responsibility,
to be holy:
“All Christians in any
state or walk of life are
called to the fullness of
Christian life and to the
perfection of charity. All
are called to holiness:
"‘Be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect."’ (Mt 5:48). In order
to reach this perfection
the faithful should use the strength dealt out
to them by Christ's gift, so that . . . doing the
will of the Father in everything, they may
wholeheartedly devote themselves to the glory of God and to the service of their neighbor.
Thus the holiness of the People of God will
grow in fruitful abundance, as is clearly
shown in the history of the Church through
the lives of so many saints.” (CCC 2013)
But “holy” is a word that definitely packs a
punch. We have all heard the term “holyroller.” What is that supposed to mean exactly? This term alone puts a negative spin on

holiness. Yet
we as Catholics are instructed by
Jesus himself
to be holy. Not
holy like go to
Mass every
Sunday and sit
in the pew and
suddenly become holy —
though we
should do that
as well — but holy
through and through,
to our very core. Not
exactly an easy task.
Oscar Wilde once
said, “Every saint
has a past, and every
sinner has a future.”
How many of us can
relate? On some
days, do you feel as
though holiness has
completely eluded
Confirmation photos by Justin Abshire
you, or should I say\,
that you have let it slip away? I do.
On most days, living in this earthly world, we are all subject to
encounters that test our capacity for Godliness and spiritual perfection, and these tests are the very path that will ultimately lead us to
greater oneness with God and inch us closer to the state of holiness
we were called to achieve. Because, as the Catechism goes on to
teach:
The way of perfection passes by way of the Cross. There is no holiness
without renunciation and spiritual battle. …” (2015)

See Holy, next page

4

From previous page

No holiness without renunciation and spiritual battle.
Spiritual battle began when
we took our baptismal
vows and we rejected Satan. It begins the moment
we open our eyes every morning. Deacon Larry
Oney serves in the Archdiocese of New Orleans at
St. Louis Cathedral. He is a noted speaker and has
authored several books. He often preaches about
spiritual battle and has said in past sermons, “I
think every baby, on the day of their baptism,
along with their baptismal candle, should be given
a little pair of combat boots, because they are becoming a child of God and as such, they are entering into spiritual warfare.” It is real, but it is necessary to becoming holy.
Every day, all day, we make choices that either
draw us closer to Christ or place a wedge between
us and Christ. By choosing to take the path most
like Christ, we are choosing holiness, and we are
winning those little battles. We are waging a battle
plan, and making our lives easier by choosing a
path as we begin each day. From deciding to keep
our mouths closed when someone slips in front of
us in line at the deli counter, to putting a stop to
gossip and hearsay at dinner with friends, to
something as serious as confronting a friend when
we know they are on the verge of self-destructive
and sinful behavior like abortion or adultery.
These struggles will wear us down, unless we
choose going in to arm ourselves with the gift of
the Holy Spirit and let Him do the heavy lifting.
Battle is only part of the path to holiness, the
Catechism specifically says:
Spiritual progress entails the ascesis and mortification…” (2015)
Essentially , this means we must practice selfcontrol, restraint and resist temptations of the
flesh and body, and surrender ourselves to God’s
will. We are called to separate ourselves from the
pleasures of the earth and rely on the gifts of the
Holy Spirit so that we may reap the benefits of
actually living the joy of the Beatitudes.
The Youcat, or Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church, defines holiness as “The most essen-

tial attribute of God” and calls
the Church “indestructibly holy.”
We are the church. We are
given the gifts by God himself
to attain holiness, but not without a fight. We are the embodiment of the intertwining of sin
and grace. We are all sinners
called to holiness, so when we
do sin, we repent and God,
through his grace, grants us
forgiveness.
In the First Letter of Peter,
Chapter 1:14-16, he writes:
“Like obedient children do not
be conformed to the desires
that you formerly had in ignorance. Instead, as he who
called you is holy, be holy
yourselves in all your conduct;
for it is written, ‘You shall be
holy for I am holy.’”
This passage says this to me:
Now that we know what Jesus
is asking, and what he expects
from us, we must let go of
those things we once held onto
because we simply did not
know better. We know now.
We must choose a path of
right. We must choose to take
a stand. We must choose to put
others before ourselves. We
must make the hard choices
and enter the battle armed and
ready with the gifts of the Holy
Spirit on our side. Jesus expects from us saintly perfection and holiness, and accord-

ing to scripture, we can and must
rise to his expectation, and we
will receive the great reward of
living the Beatitudes. This
doesn’t mean that we will not
face moments of sin, imperfection and wrongdoing.
Pope John Paul II once
preached these words, “Holiness
is to raise one's eyes to the summits. It is intimacy with God the
Father who is in Heaven. In this
intimacy, each one of us is aware
of our nature, with all its limitations and difficulties.”
We are human, and we do
have limitations, problems, setbacks and yes, sin, but we are
interwoven in God’s grace, and
that is enough to set us on our
path to ultimate holiness.
And so the answer to that question, “Who, me? Holy?” should
be an unequivocal “Yes!”
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Couples
retreat

A
Fourteen couples attended the retreat at the Christian Life Center.

Photos by Becki Leedy

s part of our
25th Anniversary celebration, Mary,
Queen of Peace hosted a Married Couples
Retreat at the Christian
Life Center at St.
Joseph Abbey in September. Jason and
Elise Angelette organized the wonderful
weekend of growing
together in love. Peace
of Cake band provided
the evening entertainment. Thanks to all
who took part!

At left, presenters
Arthur and Shirley
Dupre' and Jan and
Lloyd Tate. Center,
Jason and Elise
Angelette; Fr. Ronnie
joins Ellen Rosenow
and Lindsey Piattoly
with Peace of Cake.

COVENANT OF LOVE: NOVEMBER 15
We are very blessed and excited to
announce that Mario Sacasa, who
runs the Catholic Counseling Services for the archdiocese, will be
with us at each Covenant of Love
session this year as we journey into
the mystery of marriage and gain

insights into the practical living out of marriage. All are
invited to Covenant of Love on
Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. Free child
care is available. RSVP to Jason: jangelette@willwoods.org
or (504) 830-3716.

Mario Sacasa with his family at MQP.
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PARISH
PICNIC

O

ur Parish Picnic on September 22
was fun for all ages. We continued
our 25th Anniversary celebration with
a beautiful Mass, followed by good
food and fun. Thanks go all who came out to
enjoy a great day at Camp Abby. Special
thanks to our picnic coordinators, Susan Beckendorf and Charisse Saucier. To see more picnic pictures, visit our website: http://
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/home/25thanniversary

T

A Note from Meals and More

he Meals & More ministry leaders
wish to thank our volunteers, who so
generously give of their time and
talent to others in our parish who
need a little tender loving care in the form of
prepared dinners during times of illness or injury, death of a loved one or birth of a new family
member.
My co-leader, Louise Pashkevich and I, welcome
Megan Baham to the leadership circle coordinating
the outreach performed by the Meals & More ministry.
Megan has taken on the challenge of reaching out
to all parents of new little ones, whether the little one

is the first baby or one of many beautiful blessings.
We are so fortunate at MQP to have such a large
and loving family of parishioners, and it is truly an
honor to be able to serve each other in the love of
Christ. If you have questions about what our ministry
handles, give me a call. If you, or someone you know,
ever needs a little love shared in the form of some delicious
home cooking, please contact us. We are here for you when
you truly need us.
- Sandy Dombrowski
Sandy Dombrowski, sandy.dombrowski@gmail.com, 951-9661
Louise Pashkevich, louise.pvich@gmail.com, 674-8519
Megan Baham, mbaham0623@gmail.com, 504-237-7432
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Comforting our people: Prayer shawls

T

he Parish Health
ministry has started
a new prayer shawl
ministry.
Parishioners make blankets
and shawls to share with those
who need some comfort.
Fr. Ronnie blessed the initial
prayer shawls during Mass on
October 18, the feast day of St.
Luke.
Pictured are Tricia Bollinger, Sylvia McGuire and
Toni Henry. For information,
contact Valerie Englehardt at
venglehardt@gmail.com

Thinking 25
on the 25th

Photo by Loren Levet

The gift
of life

Are you thinking 25 on the
25th? As part of our anniversary year, Mary Queen of
Peace is encouraging a commitment to Christian service
(just like our mission statement
says!).
Here are some ways
parishioners are thinking ‘25’:

O

n September 15,
Mary,
Queen of
Peace held a Blood
Drive in the Parish
Center. We collected
18 pints of badly
needed blood, short of Parishioner Robert Walkowian donates while talking to The
Photo by Roger Kocken
the goal of 24 pints. I Blood Center’s Jackie Hulsey.
would like to thank
the Fleur-de-Fall committee for donating two tickets to the event. These tickets
were raffled to one lucky donor. Dawn Skinner was the winner. The next
Blood Drive is scheduled for early December. We hope to see more donors
there. The number of donors at Mary, Queen of Peace has dropped by almost
half over the past few years in spite of our growing congregation. Please consider donating and giving the gift of life!
- Roger Kocken

THANK YOU!

For making the Fleur-de-Fall a great success
You can view photos in the January edition and also see
a photo gallery online at http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/fleur-de-fall/
home



25 rosaries for the needs of
parishioners



25 minutes of prayer a day



$100 to Habitat (That’s 4
“25”s!)



25 items for the Samaritan
Center’s food bank



25 hours serving the Covington Food Bank



25 hours serving the Samaritan Center



$25 to St. Benoit



25 hours of Adoration



25 hours of service with your
child through Living the Bible

To make your 25th
Service commitment, pick up a
form in the back of church.
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Blessed
are the
pets
A large crowd of pets and their
owners turned out on October 5
for the Blessing of the Pets, in
honor of St. Francis of Assisi.
Fr. Bilinsky bestowed the blessing on the furry friends—and at
least one turtle.
For more pictures, see
http://
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/
faith-formation/all-opportunities

See a video of Fr.
Bill and his dogs
at the school
Mass:
http://
www.maryqueen
ofpeace.org/
parish-headlinespage-news/708video-schoolmass-has-special
-surprise

Photos by Clem and Gene Lescale

Addiction Information
Meeting

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve:
Two Masses at 4 p.m.: One in the church,
one in the cafeteria
Mass at 6:30 p.m. and Midnight
Christmas Day:
Mass at 8 and 10 a.m.

A new outreach program of the SAM
Ministry, SAM’s AIM, meets once
a month on the third or fourth Tuesday from 7-8 p.m. in Room 10 of the
Parish Center. The next two meetings are November 19 and December 17. Members of the SAM Team
will be available to provide information and direction for those concerned about their use of alcohol and/
or drugs, or that of a family member
or friend. It will be an informal and
confidential setting. SAM members
have experience with the problem
and understand. You are not alone.
For more information call 985-6267905 or e-mail mqpsam@gmail.com
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Dance Night!

T

om and Janet
Schwaner, at right,
organized the first
Mary, Queen of
Peace Dance Night in September. Almost 200 people
came out to socialize and
dance to the music of the
‘40s, ‘50s, and early ‘60s.
Another was held in October, and more dance nights
are planned in the new
year, so stay tuned!

Photos by Loren Levet. See more pictures at:
http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/family-life

CHILD CARE:
Help wanted to watch the little
ones during 9:30 and 11:30
Masses
Email Theresa at
mqpchildcare@gmail.com
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Covered play area on the way!
The long-awaited covered play area is
in progress, with completion possible
in the new year. We know it will be a
wonderful addition to our campus, and
Mary, Queen of Peace is grateful for
the generosity and patience of so
many who are making this possible.
Stay tuned for more!

Principal,
Teachers
of the Day
The Fleur-de-Fall
Principal/Teacher
of the Day raffle
drawing was held
in October. Pictured are the winners, who will take
the reins on January 24.

Students in Mrs. Glass's class
were having fun building with
their new Imagination Playground Blocks! Pictured, front
from left, Emersyn Olivier, Brielle Jeansonne, Elaine Oggs;
back, Leila Jarrel, Melia Broussard, Kaylee Williams, Lily Vorozilchak, Reagan Pike and
Catherine Vekic.

Seventh-graders: Pinned and proud

Macey Trexler and Benjamin
Satches , at left, light the candle
before the pins were distributed.
Photos by Gary Sharbonno

The seventhgraders of
Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
School
received their
class pins during a Mass earlier this year.
The seventhgraders have
an exciting year
in store as they
celebrate their
last year in the
home of the
Cougars!
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Growing in
faith & prayer

O

n October 17, 87
women gathered at
the Teresian Spirituality Center for a day of
reflection sponsored by the Women’s Spirituality Ministry of
MQP. Msgr. Bilinsky started the
day by quoting Pope Francis:
“The key that opens the door to
faith, is prayer.” In his presentations, Msgr. Bilinsky challenged
the retreatants to pray often and
in a variety of ways, making their
prayer real. Late in the morning,
the women gathered in the chapel
for the Eucharist. At the end of
the retreat, everyone returned
home with the desire to make

M

Photos by Loren Levet

their prayer come alive through good works.
The Women’s Spirituality ministry will sponsor a
Spring Women’s Retreat at the end of Lent. Robin
Hebert, author and spiritual director from Lafayette,
will direct the retreat on Wednesday, April 9, 2014
at the Teresian Spirituality Center.
For more information contact Sr. Marina at 985630-7130 or sistermarinastj@hotmail.com

Spanish Prayer Group

ass was celebrated in Spanish at
Mary, Queen of
Peace Church on
September 6. Father Sergio Serrano, O.P., and Father Angel
Diaz presided over the Mass.
Father Serrano is the coordinator
of the Hispanic Apostolate for
the Archdiocese of New Orleans
and Father Angel Diaz will be
serving the Northshore Hispanic community. During the Mass, the
priests blessed all of the children for a successful school year. After the
Mass, the Spanish Prayer Group welcomed Father Diaz to the
Northshore and shared a meal with him. For information on the group,
all Petra Madrigal at 985-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

The Spanish Prayer
Group met
on October 4 at
Mary,
Queen of
Peace.
Father
Photos by Elizabeth Ryan
Angel Diaz
led a vibrant discussion on the importance of faith
and love in one’s life. Father Diaz is serving the
Northshore Hispanic community and at the meeting he also provided the group information on
upcoming courses and events.
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Evangelization: Delivering
the Good News
SAVE THESE
DATES
December 20:
Christmas
Concert, in
church, 7 p.m.
January 22:
Ecumenical
prayer service,
7 p.m.
February 9:
Mike Patin
opens some
doors to faith for
teens, 1 p.m.

M

ary, Queen of
Peace has
formed an Evangelization Team
to help our parish focus on
Jesus’ command to go and
make disciples. Evanangelization leaders Patricia and
Erie Hebert are pictured
above with Fr. Ronnie and Todd Amick, director of the Office of
Evangelization and Eucharistic Renewal for the archdiocese.
Amick is leading four sessions on evangelization.

MENTORS:
A warm
Welcome
———

T

he Mary, Queen
of Peace Mentor
Ministry offers a
warm welcome
to new parishioners, including personal visits and quarterly socials at the rectory. Pictured, Fr. Ronnie speaks to the Cobb
family. If you are interested in serving as a mentor, contact Carol at carolholl@bellsouth.net
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Peacemakers

T

he Mary, Queen
of Peace youth
group, the Peacemakers, has lots
going on for youth from
grade 6 through high school.
Things started off with the
fall kickoff, pictured here,
with plenty
of fun and
games.
There are
Open Youth
Rooms, High
School and
Junior High
Youth
Nights, and
more.

Visit our Peacemakers page
at:
http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/
peacemakers/home

M
Fr. Jimmy and Stephen Lee make
music. Photos by Jewell Bayhi

Children’s Mission Day

ary, Queen of Peace hosted
Children’s Mission Day for
135 youth from across the
archdiocese on Oct. 12. Fr.
Jimmy Jeanfreau was the celebrant for
the Mass; Stephen Lee, an educator and
musician from Atlanta, was the main presenter, and Sr. Suzanne Bauer, at right
with globe, was a speaker. The children
enjoyed food and games from nine countries and made musical instruments from recycled materials. The day is
sponsored by the Missionary Childhood Association and the Archdiocese of
New Orleans Pontifical Mission Society Office
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Knights Family Mass
Walk for the Poor

The Knights of Columbus Council 12072 held its Family Mass in October. Pictured, Kay Aswad, Pat Schexnaydre, Frank Courtenay and Jim
Moore.
Knights Photos by Clem Lescale

CUB SCOUTS
The Knights took part in the annual Walk for the Poor on the
Mandeville lakefront in September. The proceeds benefit the
St. Vincent de Paul Society.

Can Shake

On Oct. 25 and 26, Knights
from Council 12072 conducted
a can shake at the Walmart on
U.S. 190 in Covington. The
proceeds from this function are
in support of Special Needs
Kids in St. Tammany.

Mary, Queen of Peace Cub Scout Pack 310 held its Raingutter Regatta in
October in the Cafeteria. Race winners with Cubmaster John Tomba, from
left, Gage Graham 2nd Place; Alexander Tepper, 4th Place; Marc Thomas,
3rd Place; Payne Thomas, 1st Place. Show and Shine winners, from left,
Gavin Bardwell, 1st Place; Andrew Dum,
2nd Place; Alexander Tepper, 3rd Place;
Photos by Melany Graham
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Words of thanks from Msgr. Wildor
In October, Mary, Queen of
Peace enjoyed the annual
visit from Msgr. Wildor
Pierre, pastor of our sister
parish, St. Benoit, in Haiti.
Msgr. Wildor wanted to
share these words of
thanks:
"I am back in Haiti and everything is fine. I would like to
thank everyone who made my
visit possible in Mandeville. A
special thanks to Fr Ronnie, all members of the partnership
committee, the Knights of Columbus and especially all of the
parishioners. Thank you for everyone who took care of
me. Thank you with all of my heart. May God continue to bless
you all and Mary, Queen of Peace Parish."
The second collection for Haiti exceeded $22,000. Thank
you for your generosity! The funds will help with school construction and scholarships. For more information, visit http://
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/haiti-partnership/home

Save the date: A
Night in Haiti,
March 15.

Making lemonade for Haiti

L

ast summer, Emma and Clara Rainey and friends,
Madeline and Lauren Ausderau, decided to have a
lemonade stand in their neighborhood. But the girls
didn’t want to make money for some extra cash. They
decided to raise money to send to the children at St. Benoit,
our sister parish in Haiti.
“It was just $100” that they raised from lemonade, said
Shelley Rainey, Clara and Emma’s mom. “But $100 can go a
long way in Haiti.”
Clara, a fourth-grader at Mary, Queen of Peace School,
said she remembers the August day when she and her
schoolmates set up their stand.
“I was thinking about selling lemonade. And I was thinking
we should do something” to use the lemonade money to help
others. “It makes me feel good” sending money to Haiti, she
said. “The message of Jesus is to help our neighbors and
friends, even in another country.”
Emma, a fifth-grader, agreed with her sister: “We thought
of the idea and we thought about Haiti. We weren’t expecting
that much. It made us feel so proud that we were able to help
Haiti. I would encourage other kids to help, not just for fun but

Emma and Clara Rainey and Lauren and
Madeline Ausderau sell lemonade to benefit
St. Benoit.

for a good cause.”
The hard-earned $100 in lemonade
money will be used to send an elementary
student from St. Benoit to middle school.
From Mandeville to the mountains of Haiti, a little lemonade can go a long way.
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Sin + mercy = holiness
“Where sin increased, grace
overflowed all the more”
(Romans 5:20).

"I am a sinner."
That is how Pope Francis described himself in the Jesuit magazine interview in September. And what an intriguing description it is. What are we to
make of it, thinking of the pope as a sinner?
I believe the key is this: When we admit
we are sinners, we admit that we are open
to God’s mercy. Pope Francis speaks frequently and passionately of God's great
mercy and compassion, which we feel
most powerfully in the midst of our sinfulness. In fact, the pope did not end his self-

description at “I am a
sinner.” He added: “I
am a sinner the Lord has
looked upon.”
In recognizing that we
are sinners, looked upon
with love by the Lord,
we recognize our need for mercy and
A note from the Pastor
The Rev.
God’s joy in showering us with that
Ronald L. Calkins
mercy.
Sinfulness and mercy are inextricably tied together, and
the product of the bond between sin and grace is our journey
toward holiness.
Some of our greatest saints were sinners – St. Augustine,
St. Ignatius, even St. Peter, who denied Jesus and faltered in
his faith. The key is that they each recognized their sinfulness
and opened themselves to God’s forgiveness and love.

If Pope Francis is a sinner, then aren't we all? We are a
church full of sinners, open to mercy and—armed with
God’s grace—journeying toward holiness.

