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Finding God
in Life’s
Circus
Mike Patin gives teens
plenty to ponder

L

T

he season of Lent began with Ash
Wednesday on March 5. It will culminate with the Easter Vigil on April 19,
when the members of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults come into full communion with the Catholic Church. We are asked to
journey along with them during this season,
praying for them and renewing our own baptismal promises.
See more, A-4

By Amy Bouton

ouisiana native, nationally
known Catholic speaker
and self-published author
Mike Patin was the main
event at a teen youth rally held at
Mary, Queen of Peace on Feb. 9.
“We are wired for God,” Mike
said, “but we are running and running
and running — and we’re out of batteries.” Hence, the theme of the day,
Is Your Life a Circus?
High school students from everywhere were invited to attend, and it is
estimated that over 200 answered the
call. Volunteers such as Lynne
Young and many others, under the
direction of Jewell Bayhi and Candy
Fitch, transformed the cafeteria into a
circus setting.
Faith elements were passed on to
the attendees on many levels. “His
energy really made the young church
come alive,” remarked Mary Grace
Sherlock, Mandeville High School
See Page 3
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STEWARDS OF THE MONTH

JANUARY: JB Shelley
J.B. Shelley, January’s steward of the month, joined
Mary Queen of Peace with his wife, Vicky, and family
in 1998. “The friendliness of the parish made it an easy
choice for us,” he says. “After a lengthy period of discernment, I finally went through the RCIA program
and fully joined the Church during Easter of 2003.”
The Shelleys’ sons, Brian and Jacob, attended school
at MQPCS. Brian went on to graduate from St. Paul’s
School, and is now a junior at LSU. Jacob just graduated from MQPCS last year and is now attending Archbishop Hannan High School.
Since joining the parish, J.B. has been involved with
several ministries: Little Rock Scripture Study, Men’s
Spirituality Group, Knights of Columbus, and both the
Cub Scouts and the Boy Scouts. He and Vicky have
also taken part in a Christ the Builder mission trip to
Saltillo, Mexico, and have made several trips to south
central Texas to help families in the area – often bringing their boys along. “It’s difficult to say exactly how I
came to these ministries,” he says. “I was certainly curious about them, and they seemed to be good groups in

which I could both grow in my
faith and put my faith into action. In most cases, there was a
personal invitation to join. But
thanks to my sons, I actively
sought out and willingly volunteered to serve the youth of our
parish through the Scouting program. Between volunteering with our parish’s Cub
Scout Pack and Boy Scout Troop, it’s been over 12 years
of helping our boys on the road to becoming young
men of character.”
Shelley is now Scoutmaster of Boy Scout Troop 310
and recently was honored as Scoutmaster of the Year.
To newcomers to our parish, Shelley says,
“Welcome, it’s great to have you home. Once you’ve
gotten settled in, please take a look into the wide array
of ministries that are available to join. There’s something out there for everyone.”
MQP is grateful to J.B. for his many years of generous service, particularly to the youth of the parish, and
deeply blessed that he and his family call MQP home..

FEBRUARY: Shannon Pazos
February Steward of the Month Shannon Pazos is a
very familiar face at Mary, Queen of Peace School.
There hasn’t been a job too small or too big that
Shannon hasn’t undertaken to help make the school
a better place for our children.
Shannon and her husband Chris first joined Mary,
Queen of Peace Parish in 2001. In 2002-03, Shannon went through RCIA, and she has been giving
back to her Church ever since. She and Chris have
two children: Philip is a 7th grade and Sarah is a fifth
grader at MQPCS. Shannon first became involved
at MQP when she was approached about being on
the first Fleur-de-Fall committee in 2007. She said
yes, and she helped recruit some other amazing people. The event was, of course, a resounding success
and continues to flourish every year.
At school, Shannon has done everything from
sorting box-tops to heading committees She has
served as the Co-Op’s vice president, and currently
serves as its president. She has found all the volun-

teer work she has done to be very
gratifying. For instance, she has
worked on fundraising for years to
help build the covered play area
“and, sure enough,” she says,
“we’re going to see that playground
very soon.”
Shannon’s children are the motivators behind her
involvement at MQP. “They are the reason I do what I
do,” she says, adding that being a mom is her “greatest
gift.” She encourages other moms and dads to get involved at church and at school. “You’re not too new to
make a difference, and you’re not too established—
every little bit helps,” she says. “When all you have
time to do is cut box-tops, then do that. When you
have more time and can serve on or lead a committee,
then you can do that.”
Everyone has a place here, and MQP has been richly
blessed for many years by Shannon’s generous offerings of her time and talents.
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‘You can have
fun and still
have God in
the picture’
From Page 1
senior. “He helped me realize that
you can have fun and still have God
in the picture.”
Part of the day focused on helping the
kids find their connection to God
through good decision making. “He
really helped to bring kids out of their
shells,” said Colin Bouton, 15, Mandeville High freshman. “He helped us
understand that you do not have to go
along with what everyone is doing, you
can make your own choices.”
“We played games that helped us
realize that no decision can be just as
bad as the wrong decision,” said Bradley Bouton, 13. “Even though we were
having fun and playing games, the message was pretty clear.”
The message, according to Mike, is
to get our youth to understand that no
matter your age, your peer group, or
your socioeconomic status, it is important to remember that we are all looking for something.
“We are all so busy that we have mastered the skill of continuous partial
attention,” he notes. “How do you juggle it? How do you keep it all in control?
Well first you must realize that we are all searching, and in the words of St.
Augustine — a person who tried just about everything — ‘Our hearts are restless until they can find rest in you.’ That is the key, finding our connection to
God in the midst of everything we have going on.”
Stressing the importance of understanding that everyone has free will (a
choice muscle) and everyone has access to God’s grace, Mike used activities,
games, and the language of his audience to drive home key points.
“What I love about ministering to young people is that they are hungry.
They are open to hearing about God when people listen to them,” he says. “I
get to help young people take the things of faith and make an ordinary, everyday spiritual connection with God.”
His analogy was something just about every kid could relate to — an iPod.
He likened every person to an iPod wired for a special purpose, looking for a
power source. What is our ultimate power source? God. Without recharging
your spiritual batteries, you are nothing but a paperweight. So how do you
recharge and avoid running on empty?
“We tend to live automatically and do what everyone else is doing, but we
have the freedom to choose. We have access to God’s graces 24/7, but we have
to be open to Him so that we can open ourselves up to those graces. I want to
tell these kids that you have to remember that you have it so that you can develop it,” Mike says.

“Every person wants to be loved and they want
to make a contribution, because we are wired for
God. We are made to be like God.”
The fire was ignited with the youth rally, and
Mike says there are ways parents can keep that fire
burning. “Every parent should affirm their child for
attending. Even if the child was not given a choice,
we need to let them know that we appreciate them
taking time out to go,” he says. As for passing on
our faith, Mike offered these ideas:
 Never stop inviting.
 Model your faith every day.
 Do not be afraid to talk at the kitchen table,
and be aware when issues come up. Gently
make a faith connection asking questions like,
“Did you pray about it?,” or offering faith solutions like, “I will pray for your friend.”
 Pray, invite, trust.
“It is important to remember that we are not going
to get graded on the outcome of our efforts to pass
on our faith, but we are going to get graded on how
we loved and taught. … Just remember that it is a
process, and during that process, God’s got them
even though they don’t yet have God.”
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HOLY WEEK
SCHEDULE
April 13: Palm Sunday; procession at 9:30 Mass. Seder
Meal with Northshore Jewish Congregation, 4:30 p.m.
April 15: Chrism Mass, St.
Louis Cathedral, 10 a.m.
April 16: Reconciliation Service, 7 p.m., at St. Peter.
April 17: Mass of the Lord’s
Supper, 7 p.m. Adoration
until midnight.
April 18: Good Friday, Commemoration of the Lord’s
Passion, 3 p.m.; Way of the
Cross, 6:30 p.m.
April 19: Easter Vigil, 8 p.m.
April 20: Easter Masses at
7:30, 9:30, and 11:30 a.m.
No 6 p.m. Mass

Lent brings us back to baptism

F

or most of us, Lent is a time of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
And, of course, that is how it
should be. But it is also a time
to think about baptism. The Second Vatican Council, which restored the catechumenate through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, reconnected the season
of Lent with the sacrament of baptism.
At Mary, Queen of Peace, we have
many people journeying through the
RCIA this year; some will be baptized at
the Easter Vigil on April 19 while others,

who have been baptized in other Christian
denominations, will come into full communion with the Catholic Church.
During this season of Lent, the parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace are called
to pray for each person who will join the
Church at Easter; we are also called to prepare our hearts to renew our own baptismal
promises at Easter. During the Lenten season, we prepare to gather at the baptismal
font to remember that we have died with
Christ so that we can share in His joy and
“live in the newness of life” (Rom 6:4).

Mentor Ministry: A warm welcome

M

ary, Queen of Peace is
known for its warm welcome, and we welcome
many new parishioners eve-

ry month.
Our Mentor Ministry seeks to offer a
warm embrace to new families, and I want
to thank all of the mentors who have given their time to
make these parishioners feel so welcome. I would also
like to invite more parishioners to become mentors.
The process is simple and the rewards are great.

I hope the gift of sharing the welcoming spirit of Mary, Queen of
Peace will continue to grow in
2014. Please let me know if you
can help. And if you are a new parishioner and have not received a
Mentor or welcoming gift, please
be assured that you will have both shortly!
If you have any questions, contact me at: Carol
Holland, 626-5066 or carolholl@bellsouth.net
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Principal/Teacher
of the day

It’s almost
tee time!

I

t’s hard to believe that
we are heading into the
final weeks of this
school year!
Even so, there is still plenty
to look forward to this year.
For instance, the annual Mary,
Queen of Peace Golf Classic
will take place April 4 at
Tchefuncta Country Club in
Covington.
Come out and have some
fun, all for the benefit of our
wonderful Catholic school!
The golf tournament is our
school’s biggest fund-raiser,
and we would love to have the
support of parents and parishioners.
For more information, call
the school office at 674-2466.
Also coming up in April is
Grandparents Day on April
11. Be sure to check our
Tuesday Newsnotes for more
details. You can find our
newsnotes online at
www.mqpcs.org

F

leur-de-Fall
fun continued
at Mary,
Queen of
Peace in January as
the winners of the
Principal and Teacher
of the Day raffles enjoyed their big day!
Jude Angelette, right,
makes a grand entrance as principal of
the day. The new
“staff” is pictured
above.

Catholic Schools Week Mass

S

tudents from Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic School took part in the Catholic
Schools Week Mass on February 24 at
St. Dominic in New Orleans. The Mass
was originally scheduled to take place January 31
but was postponed because of the “ice” days. The
school choir, under the direction of Lindsey Piattoly, also took part in the Mass.
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Proclaiming the
Word of the Lord

T

he Lector
Ministry, under the guidance of Mike
Holland, held a lectors
retreat on Feb. 8 in
the Parish Center. The
retreat concluded
with a commissioning
at the 5 p.m. Mass.
Many thanks to our
lectors, who proclaim
the Word so well.

Stephanie Drewes, Pat DiGiovanni, David Assaf, and Stephanie
Turner.

Dennis Calkins, Mike Holland, Lori Ward, Donna Wallace.
Far left: Becki
Leedy, Jack Leber,
Allan Couvillion; left,
Stephen Landry,
Davis Brister, Laura
Hague.
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COMING UP
March 22: Abbey
Youth Fest.
March 24: Catholic
Women in Action
morning of reflection, 9 a.m.
March 29: Parish
Assembly, 8:30 to
noon
April 3: “Why Vatican II Still
Matters.” A
presentation and
discussion with
Tom Ryan, director
of the Loyola Institute for Ministry. 7
p.m. in the church.
April 5: KC Men’s
Retreat, with Msgr.
Bilinsky. The topic
is, “Prayer leads to
faith.” Call Frank
Courtenay at (504)
593-0701 or (504)
858-9905.
April 5: Communal
anointing of the
sick, 5 p.m. Mass.
April 9: Women’s
Retreat with Robin
Hebert at the Teresian Center. Call
the office at 6266977.
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Pro-lifers
Geaux
Forth

T

By Amy Bouton

ens of thousands of people — according to marchforlife.org — turned out on the National Mall in
Washington D.C. on January 22, 2014, on the 41st
anniversary of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court
decision that legalized abortion.
Mary, Queen of Peace had representatives in that number.
Under the leadership of Stephen Johnson, youth minister, four
teens from our parish and one teen from Most Holy Trinity
Parish joined their faithful Louisiana counterparts on the three
day pilgrimage to fight for the lives of the unborn.
“The entire duration of this trip focused on the pro-life
movement,” Stephen said. “We practiced reverence and respect throughout the trip, and it was really formation for the
culmination, which was the march itself. We had 24 hours to
talk about why we march.”
Travel time was a focused, intense time on understanding
their mission through prayer, conversation, and examples. “It
was important for the kids to know that we are really going
here for a purpose,” Stephen noted. “We want to support life
and change the fact that we live in a culture of death.”
The group watched the movie The Hunger Games, which
shows the killing of 22 young people. The teens then discussed the parallels between the senseless killings in the movie and the act of abortion— the senseless killing of unborn
babies. The group joined about 1,500 of their fellow Louisianans at the Geaux Forth Rally in advance of the march, where
they heard vibrant and inspiring speakers including Bishop
Robert Muench of Baton Rouge.
“This rally was one of the highlights of our trip,” Stephen
said. “The speakers were dynamic, and they built upon the
things we had already discussed. One of the speakers even
mentioned a Louisiana statistic that tied in to The Hunger
Games. Every day in Louisiana, 22 babies are killed through

In front of the National Basilica of the Immaculate Conception: Jessica Ragas and Mary Grace Sherlock; Evan Young,
Beau Douglas and Casey Johnson.

abortion, the same number of children who die in one
book of The Hunger Games series.”
Winter weather rolled into Washington in the form
of three inches of snow, the most they had seen in
three years, but that did not stop our Louisiana delegation, filled with the fire of the Holy Spirit, and ready to
fight for life. “Arriving at the National Mall, there
were about 600,000 people. They were ready to march
even in the bitter cold,” Stephen said. “Some groups
began to pray their rosaries. The march itself was such
an experience because there were so many people
gathered in one place. These kids were all pro-life going in, but here they were able to see the extent of this
movement.”
Only his second time at the march, and this time in a
leadership role, Stephen was able to glean many spiritual gifts from the experience. “This pilgrimage was
very restorative for me,” Stephen said. “It reaffirmed
that I need to be loving better and affirming life every
day. Not just in my own family but in the youth group
as well.”
“It was truly an amazing experience, and for any
young person who may be on the fence, please consider going. Just talk to anyone who has been on the trip,”
he urged. “It sometimes seems like we are so small,
but going to this march, standing up for life, the tides
are turning. They are the pro-life generation and they
will abolish abortion.”
The teens who attended: Beau Douglas, Casey Johnson, Jessica Ragas, Mary Grace Sherlock, and Evan
Young.
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New youth music minister

Times to
Pray
Andrew DeVille, T’Jacques Guillot, Reagan Hightower, and Bailey Lanier.

A

ndrew DeVille is a new
face at Mary, Queen of
Peace.
DeVille leads our youth
choir at 6 p.m. Mass, and he is
looking for anyone who would like
to join this group, which worships
the Lord through music.
DeVille moved to New Orleans
from Dallas in August 2012, and he
and his wife and son moved to the
north shore in September 2013.
“Throughout my life, I have kept
myself connected to music,” Andrew said. “I began cantoring in
Mass when I was 14, I was a part
of several musicals in high school,
and I was in an a cappella group in
college.”

“I had been looking for ways to get
more involved in music ministries on
the north shore when I heard about the
need for a music director for the 6 p.m.
Mass at Mary, Queen of Peace,” he
said.
“I felt God calling me, and sure
enough, I felt very comfortable” here.
“My goal is simply to encourage as
many interested musicians among the
youth to join and use their talents in
serving God,” he said.
“Any and all youth are invited to join
our practices, which begin at 4:30 every Sunday.”
Andrew can be reached at
abdeville@gmail.com

First
Reconciliation
Second-graders in our Parish
School of Religion and Catholic
school celebrated the sacrament of Reconciliation in February. Fr. Ronnie taught the
students to sing about Zacchaeus, the man who turned
his life around after an encounter with Christ. To see the video of children singing with Fr. Ronnie,
visit our website at www.maryqueenofpeace.org.

There are many opportunities
to pray at Mary, Queen of
Peace:
 Rosary groups on Friday
(before and after 9:00 a.m.
Mass) and Saturday at 4:15
p.m.
 Adoration on the first Friday of the month.
 Women’s and men’s spirituality groups
 The prayer box in the foyer
of church.
And now there is something
new: an online prayer space.
Please visit our Prayer Blog at
ourprayercorner@wordpress.c
om
and add your intentions or
check out resources.
DIVINE MERCY
Divine Mercy Sunday will be
celebrated on April 27 with a
prayer service from 2 to 4 p.m.
In addition, Sandra Martin will
give a presentation on Divine
Mercy on April 8 after the 9
a.m. Mass.
Call the office for more information.
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Supper and
Substance

J

ason and Elise Angelette
spoke at a very special
Supper and Substance
on February 15. About
90 couples attended the evening, organized by
ministry leaders Michael and Charisse Saucier. Watch the website for more marriage enrichment opportunities, including Covenant of
Love.
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Ecumenical Prayer
Service

M

ary, Queen of Peace hosted an ecumenical prayer service on January 23
as part of the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. The 25th anniversary event included pastors and representatives
from several congregations as well as Msgr.
Bill Bilinsky and Fr. Buddy Noel, parochial vicar at
Our Lady of the Lake and ecumenical officer for
the Archdiocese of New Orleans. It was a night of
Christian unity as we prayed to walk humbly with
our God and serve others in justice and love.
From left, Fr. Buddy Noel; Fr.
Ronald Calkins; Rev. Chris Christopher, pastor, Hosanna Lutheran
Church; Rev. Sharon Alexander,
pastor, St. Michael’s Episcopal
Church; Rev. Byron Putnam, pastor, First United Methodist Church
of Covington; Rev. Waylon Bailey,
pastor, First Baptist Church of
Covington; Rev. Ken Schroeder,
pastor, First Baptist Church of
Mandeville; Rev. L. Michael Palermo, pastor, Fitzgerald United
Methodist Church; Rev. Rob
White, pastor, Covington Presbyterian Church; Rev. Nathan Young,
campus pastor, Faith Bible Church
in Covington; Msgr. Bilinsky.

Ecumenical Follow-up
As a follow-up to the ecumenical prayer service, Fr. Buddy Noel
and Fr. Ronnie invited pastors to a luncheon at Annadele’s on
Feb. 21. Front from left, Rev. L. Michael Palermo, Fitzgerald United Methodist; Rev. Waylon Bailey, First Baptist Covington; Rev.
Sharon Alexander, St. Michael’s Episcopal; Rev. Ken Schroeder,
First Baptist Mandeville; back; Fr. Rodney Bourg, Most Holy Trinity; Deacon Monroe Rheams, Greater Starlight Missionary Baptist
Church; Fr. Otis Young, St. Peter; Fr. Buddy Noel, Our Lady of
the Lake; Rev. Chris Christopher, Hosanna Lutheran; Deacon Ed
Kelley, Our Lady of the Lake; Fr. Ronald Calkins; Rev. Rob
White, Covington Presbyterian.
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Spanish Prayer Group

D

eacon Carlos Ramirez
of St. Margaret Mary
Catholic Church in
Slidell recently led a
discussion with the Mary, Queen
of Peace Church Spanish Prayer
Group on the importance of the
sacraments and attending weekly
Mass. For those interested in
more information about the Spanish Prayer Group, please call Petra Madrigal at 985-867-0944 or
Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

Naim Widows Group

T

he Naim widows group recently gathered at
the Teresian Spirituality Center north of Covington. Fr. Ronnie celebrated Mass in the
chapel, and the ladies enjoyed a luncheon with
Sr. Marina. The group gets together regularly throughout the year. For more information on the widows
group, call the church office at 626-6977.

Mary Lou McCall:
Healing from
Addiction
The Substance Addiction Ministry of
Mary Queen of Peace presents “From the
Darkness Into the Light—Healing from
Addiction,” with Mary Lou McCall on
April 8 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the school
cafeteria.
McCall spent 30 years in the broadcasting industry, has travelled the world
reporting and has interviewed numerous
internationally renowned figures including Mother Teresa of Calcutta. McCall
was the co-host with Archbishop Philip
Hannan on the nationally acclaimed television program “Focus.” McCall is a
substance abuse prevention specialist
with the non-profit, Action Against Addiction. She will provide her first-hand
account of dealing with recovery from
the family disease of alcoholism and the
journey from a life of darkness to light
with God's help. For information call 985
-626-7905 or e-mail
MQPSAM@Gmail.com
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Joining hands, hearts
with Haiti

O

n Sunday,
January 12,
the fourth
anniversary
of the earthquake in Haiti, several members of
the Haiti Partnership
committee of Mary
Queen of Peace, traveled
to St. Joseph Church in
Gretna in order to celebrate the Eucharist with
the Haitian Catholic
Community of the Archdiocese of New Orleans.
Before Mass started,
Fr. Oswald Pierre-Jules,
the coordinator of the
community, welcomed
us as friends of the Haitian people. Fr. Wisly
Jean-Charles, a friend of
Msgr. Wildor Pierre of
St. Benoit, presided at
the Eucharist, which was From left to right: Clement Lescale, Sheila Stroup, Sr. Marina, Fenelle Guillaume, and Jane Brown with
celebrated in French Cre- the liturgical dancers of the Haitian Catholic Community in New Orleans.
ole. During the Mass,
parishioners who had lost relatives during the earthquake brought a lighted candle to be placed under the altar during the
Mass. The liturgical dancers participated in the entrance procession and in the offertory procession. Participating in a
Mass celebrated in Creole French and listening to their distinctive music helped us to experience the richness of our
Catholic faith in a different culture. It also brought us closer to the Haitian people, especially to the parishioners of St.
Benoit, our sister parish in Haiti. After the Mass, we were able to participate in the reception and meet some of our hosts.
The Catholic Haitian Community celebrates the Eucharist at 6:30 pm on Sundays at St. Joseph Church in Gretna. For
more information, contact Sr. Marina at 630-7130 or sistermarinastj@hotmail.com

Going for the Goats
Upon the request of Monsignor Wildor, a local aid organization in Dessource, Haiti has conducted a survey of the area and has determined that goats are well suited for the village containing St. Benoit Parish. Mary, Queen of Peace has contacted Food for the
Poor in Haiti to begin the process of attaining goats for the parishioners. Once funded, Food for the Poor will deliver the goats and
provide training for their care. The offspring can eventually be sold or used for nutritional needs. The goal of this project is to enable the people of St. Benoit to create a sustainable resource. Our hope is to provide them with 55 goats to start theirprogram. For
more information about the project, or if you are interested in donating to the fund, visit our link athttp://www.foodforthepoor.org/
goatsforbenoit or go to http://www.foodforthepoor.org/help/champions/Click on “Find a Champion” and type in “Goats for St. Benoit” For questions please contact Nancy Waguespack at nancywag27@gmail.com
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News
from the
Knights

T

he Knights of Columbus have been
busy as usual. Above, they sold their
famous Super Bowl gumbo in February.
At left, the Knights coordinated the baby
bottle campaign to benefit Access Pregnancy
Center (Roger and Kim Kocken are pictured with
Fr. Steve Bruno, who spoke on vocations); and,
below, the Knights coordinated the Pro-Life ceremony at the monument outside of church after
11:30 Mass on Jan. 26. The Knights invite you to
enjoy their Lenten fish fry each Friday in the cafeteria, starting at 5 p.m.

The Access Pregnancy van visited Mary, Queen of
Peace in January. The van provides resources
such as ultrasound, four-minute pregnancy testing
and any pregnancy and adoption-related services.
ACCESS Pregnancy & Referral Center is located at
921 Aris Ave., suite 8, Metairie, and is open Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Call
(504) 832-1503 or
email contactus@accesspregnancy.com
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The Fleur-de-Fall committee met at the rectory on
Jan. 24 to take a look back at the November auction.
The proceeds totaled approximately $116,000.
Thanks to all who made it a great success! Pictured,
incoming Fleur-de-Fall co-chair Stephanie Dupepe,
2013 chairs Nicole Porte and Donna Strain, Fr.
Ronald Calkins and Loren Levet.

Epiphany Party
Mary, Queen of Peace held its annual Epiphany Party—and Saints playoff party—on
Jan. 4. The Stewards of the Month were honored. Pictured from left, Stewardship
chair Joe Luquet; Matt and Lynne Young, accepting for their son, Evan; Carl Guichard
Barbara Flanagan; Maria Guchard; Clem Lescale; CJ and Keith Ladner; John Lange;
David Doherty; Tom and Celeste Bubrig; Mary Lou Lacoste; Fr. Ronnie. Not pictured:
Jennifer Harty; D. Morvant; J.B. Shelley. Harold Hinrichs, right, shows his Saints spirit
for the playoff victory over the Eagles.
See more pictures: www.maryqueenofpeace.org
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A parish: God’s dream come true

W

hat is a parish?
It isn’t a question we think
about very often. But I have
thought about it a lot recently
– both because of our 25th anniversary and
because our Evangelization Team at Mary, Queen of
Peace has been watching a Paulist Fathers video
series on parish evangelization.
In that series, Fr. Frank DiSiano emphasizes this:
Parishes “do not have the primary task of serving the
needs of their members.” Rather, he says, “parishes
have the primary task of serving their members so
these members can reach out and serve the world.”
This vision of parish is both intriguing and challenging. This vision wasn’t invented by the Paulist
Fathers. It springs from the waters of baptism. As
Pope Francis said in a general audience before the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord:
“Our baptism has changed us, given us a new
and glorious hope, and empowered us to
bring God’s redeeming love to all, particularly
the poor, in whom we see the face of Christ.
Our baptism has also given us a share in the

Church’s mission of evangelization; as disciples, we are
also missionaries.”
During this Lenten season,
perhaps we can take some time
to reflect upon our baptismal call
to be missionaries for Christ.
How do we recognize God’s powerful love in our lives? How can
A note from the Pastor
The Rev.
we share that love with others?
Ronald
L. Calkins
How can this parish of Mary,
Queen of Peace help each of us to
be the missionary disciples God wishes us to be?
Some of these ideas will be discussed at our Parish
Assembly, “Sharing Dreams & Visions,” on March 29. I
hope and pray you will be able to join us. We will begin
with Mass at 8:30 a.m. and then gather in the cafeteria
for discussion. The day will end with lunch at noon.
Please RSVP to the office if you can attend: 985-6266977. I look forward to sharing the morning with you as
we share our dreams for this parish, a place where we
are called to become what Pope Francis calls “living Gospels in the world.”

