JANUARY 2014

Volume 14, Number 1

Why do we need the comma in “Mary, Queen of Peace”? Simply put, “Mary” and “Queen of
Peace” are synonymous. There is only one Queen of Peace. As we begin a new calendar year
and continue celebrating our 25th anniversary, perhaps this is a good time to consider the implications of our parish name and what it means for how we live our faith each and every day.
Perhaps it is a good time to consider the comma, Mary’s pause for peace. See story, Page 4.
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STEWARDS OF THE MONTH

T

NOVEMBER: Mary Lou Lacoste

he November Steward of the
Month is Mary Lou Lacoste. Mary
Lou has been a Mary, Queen of
Peace parishioner for over 15
years. She is currently a member of the Altar
Society and the Newcomers Ministry, and
she assists with the collection accounting.
Mary Lou has been active in church ministry all her life. She and her husband were
very active members of St. Benilde in Metairie before moving to the north shore.
“Church work was always part of of our
life,” she says. “I learned it from my mother.
You just grow up knowing you do things for
your church.”
She is proud that her two children have

E

followed the family
tradition and are active members of
their parishes as
well.
She enjoys everything she does for
the church and
loves that MQP is
such a welcoming parish.
“I felt at home in it as soon as we came
here,” she says.
We are blessed that Mary Lou does so much
to ensure that others have the same feeling
when the make Mary, Queen of Peace their
home.

DECEMBER: Evan Young

van Young is our December
Steward of the Month.
An alum of Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic School, he is now a junior at St. Paul’s.
At school, church and throughout the
community, Evan finds many opportunities
to practice his faith.
At St. Paul’s, he participates in the
Lasallian Youth Leadership program, which
promotes the Lasallian values through action in many aspects of campus life.
At Mary, Queen of Peace, he has been an
altar server for over six years and is a member of the Peacemakers youth group. Last

spring, he was honored as a
Youth of the Year.
In addition, he is a member of the Archdiocese Teen
Cross Youth Leadership program, has served on the staff
of the Abbey Youth Camp
for the last two summers and attended the
March for Life in Washington D.C. last year.
He has also been an active Scout for over 10
years and holds of the rank of Eagle Scout.
Mary, Queen of Peace is proud and blessed to
have such a young, energetic, and generous
steward of God’s gifts.

Peace Times Contributors:

Karen Baker, Amy Bouton, Nettie Burguieres, Catherine Cresson, Sandy Dombrowski, Valerie Englehardt,
Clem Lescale, Loren Levet, Elizabeth Ryan, Sheila Stroup.
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Organ: Back to our beginnings
By Amy Bouton

J

ust over 25 years ago, the newly
formed Mary, Queen of Peace parish saw its humble beginnings in the
welcoming arms of Rouquette
Lodge in Mandeville. In early 1989, the
congregation moved into the Turtle Creek
Shopping Center on Highway 22. It was
there that the parish purchased a used digital organ that would be cherished for many
years to come.
Fast forward to the present, one quarter
of a century later. Mary, Queen of Peace
sits nestled on a tree-filled campus, home
not only to a beautiful church building but
also to a Parish Center, two classroom
buildings, a soon-to-be-completed covered
play area and an array of ministries serving the mission of Christ.
There has been much change, but many
things remain constant – including our
exquisite music ministry “We have a congregation at Mary, Queen of Peace where
so many people sing,” said Lindsey Piattoly, Music Director. “Every parish is not
like ours.”
Even with such a vibrant music ministry, Lindsey said, it became apparent that
when the current church was built, the organ that had served the congregation for
over two decades was suddenly in a space
its limited capabilities could not satisfy.
“Our previous organ, while it was a wonderful instrument at the Turtle Creek location and at the smaller church here, was
simply not the quality needed for a church
of our current size,” Lindsey said. “That
organ was never meant for a space this
large.”
So, after a two-year “organ tour” of several churches, and five months of fundraising for the new organ, Mary, Queen of
Peace installed the organ we now enjoy on
May 28, 2013, and christened it at the 25th
Anniversary celebration on June 23, 2013.
“With this new organ we are able to do so
many things and bring our congregation
deeper into prayer,” Lindsey said.

Meanwhile, back at
Rouquette Lodge, where a
weekday Mass is usually
celebrated once a week
and Sunday Mass is weekly at 9 a.m., the residents
were suffering somewhat
of an instrument deficit.
As Rose Marie Bosch,
president of the Residents’
Association and Chapel
chairperson, said of their
old organ: “One day it just
refused to work. When we
brought it to be repaired it
became evident that this
organ we had purchased
after Katrina was beyond
repair.” All of this was
happening as Mary, Queen
of Peace was making the
change to a new organ for
the new church.
Before long, word got
out about the organ in
need of a home. “Abbott
Justin Brown from St. Joseph Abbey (who celebrates Mass at Rouquette)
and one of our own residents (Mildred Ledet),
whose daughter works at
Mary, Queen of Peace,
knew that they were get-

Mildred Ledet with Rose Marie
Bosch. Ledet’s daughter, Brenda
D’Antoni, is Fr. Ronnie’s Administrative Assistant .

Residents at Rouquette Lodge enjoy the
sounds of our original organ during Mass.

ting a new organ, so they both asked about
the old one,” Rose remembers. After conversations and the generosity of our pastor, Fr. Ronnie, plans were soon set in motion to give the old organ a new home.
“It was funny, because on the day I was
planning to call the storage facility about
the organ moving to Rouquette Lodge,
they (Rouquette) called me and said
‘What are you planning to do with this
organ?’ It was like it was meant to be,”
Lindsey said.
“We absolutely love it,” Rose said.
“We are so grateful! When you go to
church and you hear the beautiful sound of
an organ, there is nothing like it.”
The fact that this vital instrument has
found its home in the place that gave life
to our parish is not lost. Rose and Lindsey
agree that divine intervention was afoot. “The residents were ecstatic,” Lindsey said. The organ that
carried us through all the
joys and sorrows of our
lives, the one that started in
our space in Turtle Creek,
traveled to what is now our
Parish Center and started us
out in our new place of worship – that organ now enlivens the liturgy
in the space where we started. As Lindsey
put it: “This organ has truly made it full
circle.”
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Mary, Queen of Peace
Mary
and her
Pause for
Peace

O

We entrust our lives to you. Shelter
us from war, hatred, and oppression.
Teach us to live in peace, to educate
ourselves for peace. Inspire us to act
justly, to revere all God has made.
Root peace firmly in our hearts and in
our world. Amen.

ver the years, I
have been a
little obsessed
with the comma
after “Mary” as in “Mary, Queen of Peace.”
It’s not just a matter of grammar – though
the comma definitely belongs there.
It’s also a matter of faith. The comma in
“Mary, Queen of Peace” gives us cause to
pause. The comma asks us to stop for a moment and consider: What is Mary’s unique role
as the Queen of Peace?
The comma also invites us to pause and reflect: What does that title mean for me in my
life of faith, especially in a parish that carries
the name “Mary, Queen of Peace”?

What does the title mean?
The Blessed Mother has many titles. She is
Our Lady of Divine Providence, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Our Lady of Prompt Succor, to
name just a few. Why is Mary the Queen of
Peace? Perhaps because Jesus is our Prince of
Peace, and she is His mother, the Queen of
Peace. On Jan. 1, 2002, Pope John Paul II spoke
of the unique role of Mary in the life of her Son:
If Jesus is Life, Mary is the Mother of Life.
If Jesus is Hope, Mary is the Mother of Hope.
If Jesus is Peace, Mary is the Mother
of Peace, Mother of the Prince of Peace.
Entering the new year, let us ask this holy

― Blessed John Paul II
Mother to bless us. Let us ask her to give us Jesus, our
full Blessing, in whom the Father blessed all history
once and for all, making it become the history of salvation.
What does that mean for us?
In a parish named for the Queen of Peace, how
should we live, work and celebrate? Perhaps we can
start by asking the Queen of Peace to lead us always
to her son, Jesus, who will “guide our feet into the way
of peace” (Lk 1:79).
As Pope Francis said in his message for the World
Day of Peace on January 1, which is the Solemnity of
the Holy Mother of God: “May Mary, the Mother of
Jesus, help us to understand and live every day the
fraternity that springs up from the heart of her Son,
so as to bring peace to each person on this our beloved earth.”
Amen.
Mary, our only Queen of Peace, pray for us.
- Karen Baker
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Fleur-de-Fall winnings
As part of
our Fleurde-Fall parish auction
each year,
we raffle
off naming
rights to
the cafeteria and to
the street sign leading to the
rectory. The signs were unveiled at school morning assembly in December. “Café
Mia” is named in honor of Pre-K4 student Mia Cresap; her grandparents also named the street to
the rectory “Saints Drive.” Mia is pictured with her sister Ava, parents Renee and Douglas, grandparents Steve and Lucy Tujague, and Fr. Ronnie and Principal Sybil Skansi.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School
presented “Our Lady of Guadalupe” before Mass on Dec. 12. The bilingual
Mass was concelebrated by Fr. Stephen Ellis and Fr. Ronnie. Pictured with
the priests are cast members Jacob
Tomba, Kayla Gauthreaux, Daniel Bitterwolf, Jeremy Autin.

Strong
4 Will
The annual student-faculty
flag football game in November was held to benefit
Will Ragan, a student
burned in an accident last summer. Teachers,
parents, students, family and friends came out
to cheer on the Cougars.
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From Haiti,
with love
By Sheila Stroup

M

embers of the Haiti Solidarity Partnership Ministry
enjoyed a special treat before the Christmas Concert
on Dec. 20. We held a reception for JeanBernard Orival, who was visiting Mary,
Queen of Peace over the holidays.
Jean-Bernard, 25, is the son of
Sauveur Orival, St. Benoît Parish Council
president, who came to Mary, Queen of
Peace with Msgr. Wildor Pierre in October 2012 to thank parishioners for their
generosity and share hopes for the future.
Jean-Bernard is a graduate student at
the University of Quebec in Montreal. He
was happy to share stories of life in Dessources. We asked him questions about
growing up in Dessources, where our
partner church, St. Benoit, is located.
“Tell us about Christmas Day when
you were a boy,” someone asked. “Did
you have Santa Claus? Did you have a
traditional Christmas meal?”
He explained that they have “Pere
Noel,” or Father Christmas, but their version of Santa doesn’t visit the children in
Dessources. Their parents can’t afford to
give them Christmas presents either.
“In Port au Prince, the children may
have toys, but in the village, the children
don’t have toys,” he explained.
“Sometimes, they don’t even have good
clothes to wear to church.”
He remembers one year when his godfather gave him a toy car. “That was very
exciting,” he said.
The people of Dessources don’t have
big Christmas dinners like we do either.
“They might have rice and chicken,”
he said. “Most of the time, it’s like an
ordinary day.”
There are no stores for buying food and
toys in the village, he reminded us. The

From left: Fr. Ronnie, Kathy Cain, Jean-Bernard Orival, Sheila Stroup, Muguet Bolotte,
Clay and Stephanie Drewes, Therese Revitte/Kwiecien, Sr. Marina, Gordon Cain.
villagers eke out a living, raising
beans, corn and pumpkins on the
mountainous land. If they’re lucky,
they might have a few chickens or a
goat. On Jan. 1, there is a tradition of
visiting and sharing a meal of pumpkin
soup. It’s a time of reconciliation.
“It’s a day when people who have
been mad with each other get together,” he said.
One Christmas tradition Orival remembers is a service at midnight on
Christmas Eve to celebrate the birth of
Jesus. People walked from 10, even 20
miles away to get to the mission,
spending hours traveling from their
huts, navigating the way there and the
way home with the help of the moon
and stars. “Now, they have flashlights,” he said, smiling.
When he was growing up, his father
conducted the midnight prayer service.
There were no decorations. There was
no music. “With Msgr. Wildor, it’s
different,” Jean-Bernard said. “The
church will be decorated. They will
have music. The people are really, really, really happy to have him there.”
At the reception, Sr. Marina called
the young computer science student “a
miracle man.” He is the only person
from the village to go to graduate
school. We asked him how he was able
to do that.
“I’m a very lucky man,” he said shyly. “My father is a teacher. I don’t
know how he found the money to send
me to high school. We had relatives in
Port au Prince I could stay with, so that
helped.”
He graduated No. 1 in his class and
went on to study computer science at
INUQUA, (Institut Universitaire
Quisqueya-Amerique). Then he re-

ceived an internship at the University of
Montreal in Quebec, and now he is working
toward a master’s in computer science with
the help of two generous Mary, Queen of
Peace parishioners.
The couple heard about Orival’s accomplishments through the ministry and found
out he needed a laptop. They had one they
weren’t using, so they had it refurbished and
sent to him in Canada. That was all they
planned to do in the beginning.
The first time Orival came to Mandeville,
though, they had the chance to meet him,
and, as soon as they sat down and talked to
him, they decided to help him further.
“He was just so grateful, and he’s such an
amazing kid, and he’s so committed to going
home to make things better,” the wife said.
“Jean-Bernard will have a chance to make a
difference in Haiti.”
Jean-Bernard didn’t have a computer of
his own until eight months after he started
studying computer science at INUQUA.
Those first eight months were difficult because he had to do all his work at the lab.
Then his mother’s brother gave him his
computer.
“I was so excited when I received that gift
from my uncle,” he said. “It was the only
one he had, and he gave it to me.” JeanBernard says he is “very blessed and very
thankful” for all the help he has received
through the years.
“Having the chance to get my master’s
degree in Canada is one of the most amazing
things that could happen in my life,” he said.
“I will go back to Haiti when I finish and
help the best way I can.”
For more information on the Haiti Solidarity Partnership, visit http://
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/haitipartnership/home
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What are we building?
If you’ve seen the
Donahue-Favret sign
at the front of campus
but don’t see what’s
under construction,
that’s because our
new covered play area
is hidden away, next
to the new classroom
building behind the
original school building. The covered play
area has been a
dream for many years,
but now—thanks to
the generosity of parishioners who have
donated through the
Golf Tournament and
Fleur-de-Fall — our
covered play area is
almost ready!

COMING UP …
January 23: Ecumenical Prayer Service, 7 p.m.
February 9: Mike Patin youth event for High Schoolers, 1 p.m.
February 15: Supper and Substance, with Jason and Elise
Angelette
March 8-13: Lenten Mission with Fr. Simeon Gallagher
March 29: Parish Assembly
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FAITH AND FAMILY
Covenant of Love
Covenant of Love held one of
its monthly Date Night evenings on Dec. 6. Pictured, Carl
and Maria Guichard, Allan
Couvillion, presenter Mario
Sacasa and Lynn and Brent
Ward.

Family Night
Mary, Queen of Peace
held its monthly Family
Night dinner on December
6. John Tomba, above,
and his wife Donna coordinate the monthly dinners.
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Bringing Joy to the World
at Mary, Queen of Peace

T

he Mary,
Queen of
Peace Music
Ministry, under the direction of
Lindsey Piattoly, presented a beautiful
Christmas Concert on
Dec. 20 as part of our
25th Anniversary celebration. You can see more pictures at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/music/home
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Spanish Prayer Group

Mannix Flores and Sister Marina led a
group in song at a Spanish Faith Formation course on Dec. 12.

The Spanish Prayer Group held a Novena and a living nativity in the Parish Center on
Dec. 8.

To celebrate Christmas, the Mary, Queen of Peace Church Spanish Prayer Group held a Novena
and a living Nativity in the Parish Center on December 8, 2013. The living Nativity was directed by
Sister Marina, and about 80 people attended the event. Following the living Nativity, the group
shared a meal. Another installment of a Spanish Faith Formation course was held in the Parish
Center on December 12. The group discussed the sacraments and celebrated Our Lady of
Guadalupe.

Christmas Market

Peacemakers Dance
The Junior High Peacemakers had fun with a
Christmas Dance on Dec. 20 in the cafeteria.
Music, food and dancing made for a great
way to kick off the Christmas holidays. For
more information on both the Junior High and
High School Peacemakers youth group, visit
http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/
peacemakers/home

Mary, Queen of Peace
held its annual Christmas Market Dec. 6-7
in the Parish Center. A
variety of vendors offered unique items.
Organizer Hiedi
Giangrosso is pictured
above with Kelly
Simon.
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Holiness at
Heritage Manor
Members of the music ministry, along with schoolchildren, presented a living Nativity for residents of Heritage Manor in December.
Youth Minister Stephen
Johnson, his wife Sandi and
their baby, Gabe, portrayed
the Holy Family.

Santa’s helpers

M

embers of the Knights of Columbus
were Santa’s helpers in preparation
for Christmas. Knights, above, help
load up the many gifts donated for
Project Christmas; at left, the annual KC shopping spree with children at Wal-Mart.
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Parish School of Religion

J

eanne
Bower’s
Special
Needs
PSR class made
candy cane
wreaths for the residents of Rouquette
Lodge as their service project for
Christmas. Student
Jack Juul is pictured, at left, making his wreath. At
right, classmates
work on their candy
cane creations.
The Special Needs
class meets on
Monday afternoons. For more
information, contact
DRE Jewell Bayhi
at 674-9794.

Christmas gifts from the heart

Thanksgiving blessings

Parish School of Religion students made Thanksgiving wreaths in November to share with residents of Heritage Manor. The students are in fourth grade with Gretchen Gros and Mary Beth Murphy. Top right, residents Mary Fanning and Joyce Mancuso enjoy visiting with Gros and students.
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Wall of Remembrance

O

ur 25th Anniversary celebration continued in November
Principal Sybil Skansi and school liwith a Wall of Remembrance in the Parish Center. Parishioner and parish receptionist Pam Garey put togeth- brarian Maria Dum visit the Wall of
Remembrance. Fr. Ronnie’s parents are
er a display featuring the names of all departed mempictured in the background.
bers of our parish family, as well as pictures that some family
members provided. Parishioners visited the auditorium after Masses the weekend of Nov. 9-10
to view the Wall of Remembrance.

Sharing the Good News

Fr. Ronnie introduces Todd Amick, who has given a series of
four sessions on evangelization. Above, Nancy Waguespack,
Muguet Bolotte, Michael St. Germain and Deacon Timothy
Jackson.

T

odd Amick, director of the Archdiocesan Office of Evangelization and Eucharistic Renewal, has led four sessions on evangelization at Mary, Queen of Peace. A number of parishioners attended to learn more about living and proclaiming the Good News of Jesus
Christ. The Evangelization Team, led by Erie Hebert, is looking at ways to spread the Gospel message in our parish community and beyond.
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Called to
serve?

M

New Prayer
Shawl Ministry

W

Front, from left, Audrianne Quintana, Sylvia
McGuire, Toni Henry; rear, Valerie
Englehardt, Jan Gustafson, Ellen Molina.

e are pleased to announce that compassion
and the love of knitting, crocheting or sewing have been combined into a prayerful new ministry at Mary, Queen of Peace.
Under the umbrella of the Health Ministry, the Prayer Shawl Ministry has
been formed to bring physical, emotional and spiritual comfort to those who
are battling serious physical or mental illness, grief, or isolation.
These beautiful blankets and shawls show the love of God and of our parish
community in a tangible way. They are lovingly crafted by hand and every
stitch is threaded with prayers of love and hope.
They are also blessed by one of our priests or deacons. Our ministry is
blessed with talented ladies who craft these shawls. If you would like to participate in this ministry, or find out more information about requesting a shawl
for someone, please contact co-captains Jan Gustafson at 871-7127 or Ellen
Molina at 845-3068.
-Valerie Englehardt

any answer the call,
and yet more are needed.
We recently redelegated 154 Extraordinary Ministers of
Holy Communion; 129 of those serve
our parish on weekends. This may
seem like a lot, but 42 ministers are
needed every weekend, and in the
typical 4-weekend month, 168 EM
positions must be filled. That number
jumps to a staggering 210 when we
have 5 weekends in the month.
I encourage you to answer God’s
call to serve, wherever that may be.
As for this ministry, we can never
have too many Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. If you are
interested in serving, please contact
Fr. Ronnie at 626-6977 or rcalkins@maryqueenofpeace.org.
Thank you, Sr. Marina, for leading
all of us so beautifully through redelegation training. I welcome all newly
trained ministers who have recently
joined us.
Sandy Dombrowski
Sandy.dombrowski@gmail.com

Substance Addiction Ministry
Mary Queen of Peace's Substance Addiction Ministry, SAM,
sponsored a special evening program on November 12. Cindi
Lanza presented "Family and Addictions - A Tool Kit," in MQP's
Parish Center. Lanza demonstrated practical tools to assist in creating a more peaceful home life, even in the midst of the unpredictable behaviors that addictions can cause. She helped the audience to understand these behaviors, and that there are things that
can be done, even if the situation seems hopeless. Cindi Lanza has
spent over 20 years counseling individuals, couples and families. She is a licensed Social Worker and Substance Abuse Counselor.
The Substance Addiction Ministry has also started regular
monthly information meetings, held on the third or fourth Tuesday
evening of each month. The program is called SAM's AIM,
(Addiction Information Meeting). The next meeting is January
28, 2014, at 7 p.m. in Room 10, Parish Center.

Cindi Lanza presented “Family and Addictions” to the SAM group in November.
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FLEUR-DE-FUN

T

he Fleur-de-Fall celebrated our Silver Jubilee on November 2 with plenty of fun, food,
and music for all. The grand total isn’t in
just yet, but the most important result is
this: A great night of shared memories for our parish and school family. See more pictures at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org under Parish Headlines.
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From William to Mary

H

ere’s a little 25th
Anniversary trivia:
On May 18, 1988,
Archbishop Philip
Hannan issued a decree
that stated: “…we herewith
erect the Parish of St. William, Saint Tammany Civil
Parish, Louisiana…”
It goes on to establish the
boundaries of the new parish, which are the
boundaries of this place we call home.
That’s right: Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church was originally going to be named “St.
William.”
Fr. William O’Donnell, founding pastor, remembers that when he applied for the pastorate, the parish was named “St. William.” When
the final paperwork came through, however, he
said the name had been changed. Fr. O’Donnell remembers that Archbishop Hannan at first
planned to name the parish after his brother,

William, but later
changed his mind
and had the new
parish named in
honor of the
Blessed Mother.
And so on May
30, 1988, Archbishop Hannan isA note from the Pastor
The Rev.
sued a new deRonald L. Calkins
cree, establishing the parish
of Mary, Queen of Peace, effective June 18,
1988.
If you look up “St. William” to see what kind of
parish patron we might have had, you may be
stumped. There are many St. Williams out there.
As we know, however, there is only one Mary,
Queen of Peace.
I look forward to continuing the 25th Anniversary celebration of this special parish in 2014.
Please watch the bulletin and website for updates.

