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NEWS TO NOTE
Save the date:
November 27: That’s when you can
say “#iGiveCatholic” to support
Mary, Queen
of Peace and
the idea of
“giving
Catholic” on
Giving
Tuesday.
Watch the bulletin for details
+++
Details, Details,
Details:
Where are we
and where are
we headed as a
parish community?
Find our annual report on parish
income and expenditures,
Pages 5-12.
+++
Wondering about Christmas Mass
times? See Page 5.
Ordinary Income: $1,743,114.88

10%

3%

Weekly Envelopes: $1,512,239.27
Loose: $183,803.61

87%

Christmas and holy day collection:
$47,072

At Mary, Queen of Peace, we are a family of faith. Our family comes
together often — most importantly for Sunday Mass, but also for
times of fellowship, service and fun, such as our family picnic in
October, above. Together, we all support this parish we call home.
To find out more, see Pages 5-12.

Stewards of the Month

A good steward:

September:
Joann
Beach

August:
Cecilia
Falkenstein
Cecilia “Ceci”
Falkenstien recently
graduated from St.
Scholastica Academy.
While in high school,
she shared her beautiful voice with Mary,
Queen of Peace at the
6 p.m. Mass on Sundays. Ceci loves sharing her gifts to glorify
God, and Mary, Queen
of Peace looks forward to her visits
home!

Joann
Beach
has
shared
her
faith
with
MQP for many years,
teaching religious
education and serving
as Vocation Ministry
leader. She is also an
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion and cares for the
plants and flowers in
the church. “I have a
deep love and passion
for our Catholic faith. I
want to plant and support the seed of faith
and give back to God
for the many blessings.” MQP is grateful
for Joann’s stewardship.





October:
Ed & Kappy
Goodwin
Ed and Kappy Goodwin have been parishioners at MQP for
several years. They
share their gifts
through RCIA and
Donut Sunday, while
Kappy helps with the
library and Project
Christmas. Ed, meanwhile, is also involved
with the Substance
Addiction Ministry.
They embrace their
faith & their parish!





Receives God’s gifts
gratefully
Cherishes and tends
them responsibly
Shares them in justice and love
Returns them with
increase to the Lord
If you have a nominee for
Steward of the Month, please
contact
Karen Baker in the parish
office at 985-202-0232 or
email
kbaker@
maryqueenofpeace.org

Good stewards at any age!
Parishioner Becky Gilly can be found
working every Friday morning before
Mass, inserting flyers into some of
the 900 weekly parish bulletins for
Sunday Mass; she also delivers an
allotment to Rouquette Lodge.
At 91 years young, Becky, always
with a smile on her face and a twinkle in her blue eyes, has 'worked' two
days a week for many years as a volunteer at Lakeview Hospital. Recently, COAST (Council on Aging St.
Tammany) held its first-ever “Every Moment Counts
Awards” for seniors. Becky, with her family in attendance, received the award in her age category in
honor of her volunteerism.
We congratulate Becky as a true model of faith in
action, proving age is no barrier to giving back to
others!

MINISTRY FAIR: Our annual Ministry Fair in August was a hit as
parishioners stopped by the cafeteria after Mass to see how they
can share their time and talent
with Mary, Queen of Peace.
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Faith, hope
& hair ties

A

little love goes a long way.
Just ask Mia and Ava
Cresap, who are in fourth and
second grade at Mary, Queen
of Peace Catholic School. The girls
hatched a little plan out of love for the
poor that has already started to change
lives in a big way.
Last summer, the Cresaps heard Fr.
Tom Bouterie of Food for the Poor
speak at a weekend Mass at Mary,
Queen of Peace. His message of helping
the poor in Haiti didn’t fall on deaf ears.
Instead, the family had a plan. “We decided as a family to cash in our family
piggy bank and to sell a piece of furniture” to raise money to build a home for
the poor in Haiti, said Renee Cresap, the
girls’ mom. In addition, she said, the
girls cleaned out their own closets and
sold some of their clothing.
But they didn’t stop there. “A few
days passed and the girls approached
me about starting a business to help
raise money for Food for the Poor,”
Renee Cresap said. “They had a business meeting and came up with a plan
to make and sell hair ties. Their business would be called Hair Ties for Haiti.
Our dining room has turned in to Hair
Ties for Haiti headquarters,” Renee
said. “They have had a tremendous
amount of help making the hair ties
from friends, neighbors, family and
MQP students. Their goal of raising
$3,600 to build a home was reached
after two short months of sales from
our local community and from selling
after Mass.”
After raising enough to build one
home for Food for the Poor, Mia and
Ava weren’t ready to stop. “They de-

cided to continue to fundraise and they set a new goal of building
three homes for $10,800,” their mom said. “They have exceeded
that as well! They have raised over $11,000! They have no plans of
stopping until they build an entire village in Haiti.”
Renee said that 100 percent of the funds raised have been donated
on the girls’ fundraising page https://
champions.foodforthepoor.org/fundraiser/1531043
The money was recently pulled to start construction of three double homes including two bedrooms, one bathroom and a living
room. Construction takes approximately 3-6 months. “We will receive pictures of the recipient families standing in front of their
new homes. We will share this with MQP as soon as we receive it,”
Renee said. “Our family is so grateful for the support that MQP
Church and School have given us.”
"I can't wait to see the before and after pictures of the families and
their homes,” Mia said. “I feel proud!”
And, as Ava put it: “We want to help the poor because Jesus tells us
to do this. We hope that our hair ties will help a lot of families.”
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Sharing faith & works with St. Benoit
Monsignor Wildor Pierre, pastor of St.
Benoit in Dessource, Haiti, will visit
Mary, Queen of Peace November 1-9.
Msgr. Wildor visits each year to celebrate all of the wonderful things that
we have accomplished together. With
the financial support of Mary, Queen of
Peace and the hard work of the people
of St. Benoit, the church, rectory and
elementary school are complete. The
attendance has grown from 50 to almost 500 students, including high
school, in six years.
Your generous financial support has
made the following a reality:
The school is a buzz of activity with
three pre-K classes of Pre-K1, Pre-K2
and Pre-K3. There is a teacher and
helper for each class of approximately
40 students. Grades 1-6 have six teachers and two catechists. The average
salary of the elementary school teachers is $117 per month. Six cooks earning approximately $67 per month staff
the school kitchen. The school lunch
program costs approximately $700 per
month to serve beans and rice or pasta
to all of the students. All eagerly look
forward to a daily hot lunch.
In high school, there are 14 certified
teachers in math, physics, chemistry,
statistics, social sciences, French, English, Spanish, hygiene, biology, trigonometry, algebra, geometry, economics,
philosophy, computer sciences and
catechesis. In order to keep expenses
down and meet the budget, teachers
are paid by the hour and earn approximately $133 per month during the 9month school year. Most of them live
far away and reside in dormitory style
rooms in the rectory.
As a result of the instruction given, all
of the students passed the high school
exit exam in June. The top students are
given the opportunity to compete for a
local university scholarship sponsored
with the generosity of The Healing Eyes
of Mercy, Karen and Tom Sheehy’s nonprofit. So far, six students are in their

first semester of college and funds
are available for three more for the
2019 school year. The areas of
study are agronomy, nursing, electrical engineering and trade school.
The average cost of attending a 4–
to 5-year university in Haiti is
$1,060 per year.
The needs of the parish continue
with recurring expenses for salaries, diesel fuel to run the generator
and truck, food for the rectory and
school, charcoal and propane to
cook. The solar panels and recent
replacement of 14 batteries cost
$2,840; truck maintenance averages
$2,500 per year to include tires
every six months and the daily work
required to maintain a parish. The
high school is minimally constructed and needs a solid roof,
breezeway roof, solid classroom
walls, toilets, cistern, additional
rooms, and fencing since it is atop a
high hill.
You can help sponsor a teacher,
student, school lunch, truck fund,
fund part of the high school construction or any other needs. Our
objective continues to be the main
church and education.
We have been blessed to work
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with an
honorable
pastor
such as
Monsignor Wildor Pierre,
who never
thinks
that anything is
impossible. He
has shown
us that
with the
generosity
of Mary,
Queen of Peace parishioners, they
have built a loving community built
on the values of Jesus, one handpoured cinderblock at a time.
There will be a second collection
on Sunday November 4, our annual
appeal to meet our goals and fund
these parish needs. We thank you
and appreciate all of your donations. Be assured that 100% of all
funds received go directly to the
parish. Please make all checks payable to Mary, Queen of Peace and
note Haiti Ministry on the memo
line.
As Mary, Queen of Peace parishioners have demonstrated, it is not
enough to simply say, "I believe",
and then do nothing. The Bible
says, "Not everyone who says Lord,
Lord, will enter the Kingdom
of Heaven, but rather he who does
the will of my Father" (Matthew
7:21). Please contact us at
MQPHaiti@gmail.com or Tony Pastorello, Chair, at 985.789.7590
Peace,
Muguet Bolotte
Co-Chair, Haiti Solidarity
Partnership Ministry

Annual Report: 2017-18

T

Where we’ve been ...

hirty years ago this
past June, Mary,
Queen of Peace
Catholic Church
parish was established by
Archbishop Philip M.
Hannan.
In that time, we have had
four worship spaces, three
pastors, four school principals, and an untold number
of people who have come
through our doors to find the
love of God here in our midst.
Mary, Queen of Peace has
more than 50 ministries
devoted to living out our
mission of loving and serving
the Lord and one another.
We have parishioners who
help with the liturgy, teach in
our school and Parish School
of Religion, facilitate Bible
study, care for children, work
to enrich marriages, serve
the poor, and much more.
As needs have changed,
our ministries have adapted,
but our commitment to the
Lord Jesus remains constant,
for “in him all things hold
together” (Col 1:17).

Fr. William O’Donnell, founding pastor of Mary, Queen of Peace, presided over
the funeral Mass of Dorothy Stockton in August. Mrs. Stockton was “Envelope No.
1” at Mary, Queen of Peace. Fr. O’Donnell is pictured with Fr. Ronnie Calkins, left,
our pastor from 1995 to 2014, and our present pastor, Fr. John Tran.
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Annual Report: 2017-2018
INCOME

Ordinary Income: $1,728,256.63
2%
10%

Weekly Envelopes: $1,518,239.27

Loose: $183,803.61
Christmas and holy day collection:
$47,072

88%

Extraordinary Income: $157,577.74
#iGiveCatholic: $9,864.51
9%

6%

Fleur de Fall: $85,000

21%

Interest earned, funds on deposit:
$6,197.23
Donations, legacies: $7,970.00

5%
1%

54%
4%

Clarion Herald subscriptions: $761

Religious Education income:
$33,080
Mass Stipends: $14,705
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Annual Report: 2017-2018
INCOME & EXPENDITURES

TOTAL CHURCH INCOME: $1,885,834.37
8%

Ordinary Income:
$1,728,256.63
Extraordinary Income:
$157,577.74

92%

TOTAL
CHURCH
INCOME: $1,843,334.37
TOTAL
CHURCH
EXPENDITURES:
$1,654,508.82
2%

Personnel/Parish
Expenses/Assessments:
$1,623,977.67
Capital Expenditures: $30,531.15
98%
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Annual Report: 2017-2018
EXPENDITURES

Personnel/Parish Expenses/Assessments:
$1,623,977.67

Read pie chart clockwise
from Personnel

1%

Personnel: $536,101.71
Sanctuary Expense: $29,605.74

21%

Voties and Religious Goods: $5,762.62
33%

Office Costs: $35,626.67
Household Expenses: $15,135.49

3%

Utilities: $81,840.10
Janitorial Supplies: $43,079.39
Auto Expenses: $14,400

19%

Ordinary Repairs: $33,039.70

Miscellaneous Expense: $86,753.70

5%
2%

5%

2%

3%

2%
0%

Religious Education: $31,750.51
School Support: $305,565.20

1%
2%

Insurance: $49,475.20
Archdiocesan Assessment: $338,882

1%

Clarion Herald: $16,959.64
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Annual Report: 2017-2018

Archdiocesan Second Collections:
$154,143.88
Catholic Relief Services: $4,638

Peter's Pence: $10,203
4%

Catholic Charities: $5,979

9%

5%

3%

Holy Land: $3,099

6%

4%

57%
9%

Black and Indian Mission: $6,455.75
Catholic Communications: $4,487

3%
Campaign for Human Development:
$3,907
Retirement Fund for Religious:
$10,154
Other Extra-Diocesan Collections:
$64,663.13

$700,000.00

Funds on deposit with Archdiocese

$600,000.00

$500,000.00
$400,000.00

$300,000.00
$200,000.00

$100,000.00
$0.00

Account balance Money deposted
Withdrawn for Total: $635,348.33
(July 1, 2017):
2017-2018 fiscal tithing: $100,700
$302,454.62
year: $332,894.71
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Annual Report: 2017-2018

Outreach: Tithing

A

s a parish
$120,000
dedicated
to good
$100,000
stewardship of our financial
resources, Mary,
$80,000
Queen of Peace sets
aside 4 percent of
Withdrawn for tithing:
our collection for a
$60,000
$100,700
tithing fund.
Disbursements are
Tithing disbursements:
made from the fund
$40,000
$54,793.77
to help our brothers
and sisters in need
$20,000
both near and far.
In the last fiscal
year, we withdrew
$0
$100,700 from our
Withdrawn for tithing: Tithing disbursements:
tithing fund, which
$100,700
$54,793.77
is kept in an archdiocesan account, and
disbursed $54, 793.77. (The remainder is still in our checking account; some will be used for hurricane relief
in Florida with the remainder being used as needs arise.) Tithing funds were sent to assist with flood relief after Hurricane Harvey in the Diocese of Beaumont, Texas; help pay for utilities for the Women’s New Life Center in New Orleans; purchase a new trailer for Family Promise, which assists homeless families; and build a
home in Haiti through Food for the Poor. Your contributions each week help Mary, Queen of Peace share the
love of Christ in many ways. Thank you for your generosity.

Haiti Partnership: $99,289.50
Haiti Second Collection:
$36,318

36%

38%

Night in Haiti: $25,624

26%

Other donations:
$37,347.50
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For more
information on
our partnership
with St. Benoit in
Hati, see Page 4.

Annual Report: 2017-2018

Unpacking the pie: A numbers game
2% 1% 2% 1%
$0: 929

4%
10%

$1 to $100: 183
44%

11%

$101 to $500: 332
$501 to $1000: 243
$1001 to $2000: 220
$2001 to $3000: 92

16%

$3001 to $4000: 43
9%

$4001 to $5000: 25
$5001 to $10000: 37
More than $10000: 12

* Based on envelopes, checks, and electronic giving

The envelopes, please!
If you look at the pie chart above, you will note that nearly
half of those listed as registered and active parishioners
did not give through envelope, check or electronic giving.
For some, giving is not an option. For others, they may put
cash in the collection basket. But many of those in that
number may be gone. With that in mind, we are grateful
for the more than 500 people who picked up family envelope last fiscal year to update your census information. We
are working to finalize questions on about 400 envelopes
that were not picked up, and so we should be able to clean
up our census this year, thanks to you!
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Annual Report: 2017-2018

Where we are ...

W

e are a parish family always growing but
always changing. In the last fiscal year,
124 families registered with Mary,
Queen of Peace. In that same time, many
of our longtime parishioners passed away.
While our income is healthy and collections are
stable, our parish facilities are aging. One of our capital
expenditures last fiscal year included $10,000 to install
new thermostats in our Parish Center. Maintenance
costs will continue to rise as our buildings age. Even
our “new” church is 10 years old this year.
In addition, we want to be sure to have the income
needed to continue our mission of sharing God’s love
through the liturgy, faith formation, community building, and works of charity for the poor and marginalized. Each of you make life possible in our community
of faith. Thank you for continuing to build up the
kingdom of God in our corner of the world!

Where we’re going ...

F

amily Life is one of the priorities of the Archdiocese of New
Orleans Synod. Family Life
Chairs Chad and Kasi Treser
have been working on the goals of
Family Life, and the Pastoral Council at
Mary, Queen of Peace, in looking at all
of the synod priorities, will release a
parish survey during Advent this year
so that your voices are heard on matters relating to Family Life, Vocations,
Evangelization, and Social Justice.
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
already addresses many of the synod
priorities and goals; however, there is
always more we can do to help others
Encounter Jesus and Witness with Joy!
A brief hard-copy survey will be
completed during Mass the weekend
of December 8-9; a longer online version will also be available. The Council
will assess the results and share action
steps with the parish. For information,
contact Council President Cherie
Erkel: cherieandc@bellsouth.net
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SCHOOL
DAYS @ MQP
Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
School is a place
where students
Learn, Laugh,
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School has been enjoying
Play, and Pray
a great year. Pictured clockwise from above: 7th-graders
every day! Find
received their pins during a Mass in September; pre-K
students have special prayer time with Fr. Jared near Ave out more about
Regina Pacis; Fr. John teaches 6th-graders about Vietnam; MQPCS on our
website:
and one of our students enjoys some fun during PE class.
www.mqpcs.org

Fleur de Fall Fun!
The Fleur de Fall parish
and school fundraiser took
place on October 6. For the
first time, we held the
event off campus, at Beau
Chene Country Club. It was
a great evening of fun, fellowship, and fundraising.
We will print the final total
on proceeds in the bulletin when things are finalized. Thanks
to all who participated! At right, Fr. John with co-chairs
Casey Levy and Letha Tepper and emcee Curt Sprang.
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Blessed are the poor: Serving those in need
‘The greatest need that our world
today has is the need for expressions
of true love, concretized through the
expressions of charity.’
- Pope Benedict XVI
There are many images of St. Vincent de Paul with a child sheltered
in his arms, or a poor man standing
at his side. These images reflect his
lifelong care for the suffering and
misery of the poor, always at their
side, speaking in their favor.
In concert with that tradition, the
Mary Queen of Peace St. Vincent de
Paul ministry participated in the
National St. Vincent de Paul
“Friends of the Poor Walk/Run
Fundraiser” on September 29 to
honor the cry of the poor and reach
out to help our brothers and sisters
in need.
Enthusiastically lined up at the
park on the Mandeville Lakefront,
53 walkers moved forward at the
crack of the starting gun with a
prayer in their hearts that each step
would serve to bridge the everwidening abyss between those
who are favored by our economic
structures and those who are not.
St. Vincent de Paul humbly joins
their prayers for enlightenment as
with your encouragement we seek
to discover the root causes of poverty and remedy its effects.
Most walkers and runners stayed
after the event to enjoy refreshments, music, ceremonies and fun.
We want to give our heartfelt
thanks and recognition to our sponsors, whose generosity, efforts and
fellowship make a significant difference in the lives of the poor and
needy in our community. You are a
blessing from God!
Mary Queen of Peace Church
St. Vincent de Paul Conference
2018 Friends of the Poor Walk

SPONSORS
Advocates
Annadele’s Plantation; Triton
Stone Group and Fifth District
Savings Bank
Partners
American Bank & Trust
Supporters
Uniforms by Bayou; Speech, Language & Learning Center;
Boudreaux’s and Stirling Properties
Friends
Mary Jane and John Becker;
Noonie and Clay LeJeune and
Lynda and Richard Jeansonne
This year’s event shattered our
previous record of 25 walkers and
$1,100 in donations. This year’s
results were: 53 walkers and
$5,980 in donations. Special recognition goes to our Co-Chairs Dawn
Skinner and Cindy Jensen.
Making Friends ….
Always seeking new ways to fulfill our mission and vision, members reached out in friendship to
14

residents at assisted living homes in
the area. Tony Chimento, Cindy Jensen and Jimmy Dykes assist the deacons or priest at Beau Province and
Brookdale.
Communicating in the Vincentian
spirit of humility, simplicity and cordiality, volunteers and new friends
enjoy each other’s company as they
talk, read, discuss, learn and pray
together. Recognizing the love of
God in each person is always uplifting.
Feeding those in Need…
This summer, when our members
realized the Samaritan Center Food
Bank was in great need — as food
drives take place during the school
year — St. Vincent de Paul (thanks
to the kindness of MQP parishioners)
purchased $7,500 of food supplies
and delivered them to the food bank.
Because of you, many empty stomachs were filled and many now know
that they are not alone.
Submitted by Susan Larsen Daigle,
PhD.
Communication Chair

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

Family Promise
Thanks to the many volunteers who
hosted Family Promise for two weeks this
past summer! Family Promise is a nondenominational Christian organization
devoted to helping homeless families
transition to financial independence and
permanent housing. Teresita Mercante,
our MQP coordinator, is pictured at far
right with volunteers Cliff and Linda
Giffin. The new Family Promise trailer
purchased with tithing funds from Mary,
Queen of Peace is pictured at right.

Substance Addiction Ministry
The Substance Addiction Ministry from Mary,
Queen of Peace partnered with Catholic Charities in September for a presentation on addiction. The presentation featured 20 agencies
that offer help and hope for those battling addiction as well as their families. Pictured at left:
Mark Taliancich of Catholic Charities; John Antonucci, clinical director of Longbranch recovery center; Kevin Gardere of Bridge House; and
Deacon Louis Bauer of St. Margaret Mary.

Hispanic
Ministry
The Hispanic community gathered on Friday,
September 28 for a Spanish Mass and reception to
celebrate the opening of a new school year. Fr. Angel
Diaz was the presider.
Several families dealing with cancer or recent
deaths were offered prayerful support by the community.
There will be a class on "Christian Prayer"
taught by Sr. Marina on the first Wednesday of the
month from October through May, as well as several
celebrations highlighting the main feasts of the liturgical year.
For more information, contact: Sr. Marina at
sistermarinastj@hotmail.com or 985-626-6977.
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LABEL GOES HERE

#iGiveCatholic
for Young Adults

A

mid the
bleak statistics for
young adult
engagement with the
Catholic Church (only

about two-thirds of
millennials— born in
1982 or later— who were raised Catholic remain Catholic as adults), there is a bright spot.
Our Young Adult Ministry is small but growing and vital to
our parish community. As Young Adult Ministry leader
Marysa Alvarez notes, the young adults in her group would
love to have a comfortable space to gather for Bible study,
game night, and sometimes for studying. To help our young
adults feel they have a place here, our #iGiveCatholic Day on
November 27 will be dedicated to raising $12,000 to renovate
one of our meeting rooms into a coffee-shop-like space. Early
giving starts November 12. Please give Catholic to support our young Church! Visit maryqueenofpeace.org.
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