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Rejoice & be glad!

Why is this little girl smiling? Well, she just went to Mass
with her dad; plus, she is getting in a visit with Fr. Jared.
Family, friends, and time with Jesus: She has plenty of
reasons to rejoice and be glad! Joy is just waiting for you,
too, so come on over and encounter Jesus!

Stewards of the Month

June:
Joe Luquet

May:
Laurie Brannon

Joe Luquet, who shared the joy of
the Gospel with everyone he met,
passed away on June 6. Joe’s love
for the Lord and for our parish community exhibited itself in many
ways.
He served on the Building Committee for our new church, chaired the Stewardship
Committee, was sponsorship chair for Fleur de Fall,
and served on the Finance Council, among many other
things.
Joe was the definition of a good steward, thanking
God for every gift he had and giving it all away to help
build up the kingdom right here in our corner of the
world.
We miss our friend Joe, whose great love for his
wife, children, and grandchildren lives on, and whose
legacy has left a lasting mark on Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church.
Thank you, Joe, for your loving kindness and
generosity. May you rest in peace.

Laurie Brannon joined the choir at
MQP in 1997 and has loved it ever
since. “I have always enjoyed my
time and friendship with the choir
members. They are such loving
and giving people you can always
count on in good times and
bad. Being in the choir is a way of being closer to God
because of the members who are so loving and caring. They feel like family.
Because these people try to live as God teaches us,
they help me want to be a better person and serve others and singing is such a joyful way of serving God and
others.” Laurie also shares her gift of sewing, working
with Susan Bloom on baby blankets, dresses, and
tote bags for the women and children in Haiti. “Last
year I also worked with several other ladies in the parish to sew the Baptismal bibs,” she said. “ It's good to
know that the simple things I can do can actually make
a difference in someone else's life and I have God to
thank for that.” And we thank God Laurie is part of our
parish family.

OFF TO COLLEGE?
COME TO DINNER
AUGUST 5!

July:
David & Paula Assaf
David and Paula Assaf moved to Covington
from Baton Rouge four years ago with
Paula’s 93-year-old mother. Paula says that
their pastor at St. Thomas More in Baton
Rouge recommended Mary, Queen of Peace,
which is similar in size and lay ministries.
“We looked forward to finding a niche
where we could again contribute in some
capacity,” Paula said. “When Mom was called
home, we tested the waters in a few ministries, finally settling on becoming members of the lector team, Divine Mercy Sunday, and monthly Holy Hour Adoration. For the
past two years, David and I have been blessed to be on a small
team that joins Fr. Kavanaugh from the Abbey for Mass twice a
month at the St. Tammany Parish Jail. David serves as lector and
altar server, and I lead the singing, accompanied on my guitar.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed to have good stewards in David
and Paula Assaf, who share their God-given gifts so generously!
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Graduating from high school? Know
someone who is?
Be sure to save the date for August
5, when Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church will honor our high school
graduates and other young adults
returning to college.
Students and their families are invited to the 6 p.m. Mass, with dinner
to follow in the Cafeteria.
Questions?
Call the office at 985-626-6977 or
Email
kbaker@maryqueenofpeace.org

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

Youth Lector Scholarship
Three years ago Mary Queen of Peace Catholic Church created
a Youth Lector Award Scholarship, in the amount of $500, for
eligible graduating high school seniors who have served as
lectors at MQP during their high school years.
The goal of this award is to invite and encourage high
school students to actively participate in their parish community. It is hoped that this will help foster the young adult’s
spiritual growth and commitment as he or she matures into
college and beyond. Perhaps this recognition will also help the
recipient remain open to the possibility of a religious vocation.
Being a youth lector is a huge commitment for a high school
student. With all the normal demands required of these individuals, they additionally commit to dedicating time to prepare and prioritize “Proclaiming the Word” as a lector during
daily and Sunday Mass.
Curtis Zuckerman, this year’s recipient, has been a lector
since 2016 and has also served as an altar server, recognized
in 2017 as our Altar Server of the Year. He has served as a lector at daily Mass 43 times in the past two years.
Curtis graduated in May from St. Paul’s School and was presented with the Ad Jesum per Mariam scholarship award during 6 p.m. Mass in May by Fr. Jared Rodrigue.
Congratulations to Curtis and please keep him in your
prayers as he continues his education and his journey of faith
during college.

Honors
for our
youth

Order
of St.
Louis
Award

Youth Director Elise
Bennett
joined several of our
young Catholics at St.
Louis Cathedral in the spring as the CYO handed out
awards to outstanding youth. Pictured with Elise, far
left, are outstanding youth Cecilia Falkenstein, Bailey
Smoorenburg, and Martha Napier.
In the middle is Bradley Bouton, who received the
St. Timothy Award, the highest honor presented to
youth.
For more information on our FourTwelve youth
group, please email ebennett@maryqueenofpeace.org.

Parishioners
Jimmy Dykes
and Mary and
Dennis Calkins, pictured
with Fr. John, were honored with the Order of St.
Louis IX Medallion during ceremonies in May at St.
Joseph Catholic Church in New Orleans.
Jimmy leads our St. Vincent de Paul Society, while
Dennis and Mary coordinate coffee and donuts each
month. The Order of St. Louis IX Medallion honors
members of the laity throughout the Archdiocese of
New Orleans for selfless service to their local parish
community.
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FourTwelve: On a Mission of Love

Pictured, clockwise from top:
Members of the
mission team
posed for a picture before
departing from
Mary, Queen of
Peace on July 7.
Fr. John places a
cross over the
head of one of
the participants;
some hard workers on the mission trip; two
members check
out the latest
news before leaving on their adventure.

M

embers of our FourTwelve youth
group, along with chaperones
(including Fr. Jared Rodrigue and
seminarians Collin Clark and Ryan
Stoer) took part in a Catholic HeartWork Camp
mission trip to South Carolina in July. Many
thanks to our young Catholics for bringing the
love of Christ to others! And thanks as well to
the generous #iGiveCatholic donors and other
sponsors who helped make the trip possible.
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The mission team met
many other youth on
their trip, above with
seminarian Ryan Stoer
jumping for joy; they
also made a stop in
downtown Charleston
one day for some rest
and relaxation,
at right.

Some members of
FourTwelve
enjoy their
dinner break
on the mission trip.

Meanwhile, in Texas ...

Youth Director Elise Bennett also coordinated a mission trip to
Texas in May and early June to lead a Confirmation retreat for
students in La Pryor. Our FourTwelve members have hearts for
service!
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Celebrating
Deacons
MQP honored new
Deacons Steve
Sperier and Ellis
Iverson with a
reception after
11:30 Mass on July
15. Deacon Steve
preached at all
Masses, giving
thanks for the
many years he and
his family have
spent at MQP. Fr. Ronnie Calkins
was on hand to congratulate the
new deacons.

Deacon Ellis
Iverson, left,
has been
assigned to
St. Benedict
in Covington
while Deacon
Steve
Sperier, right,
serves at
Most Holy
Trinity in
Covington.
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E

Giving Thanks for Volunteers

very
spring, Fr.
John
invites
parishioners to
lunch so that he
can give thanks for
the many ways everyone at MQP
makes life possible
in our community
of faith. It is always
a wonderful time of
fellowship and fun,
with great food!

SAVE THE DATE!
VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION.
MARCH 31, 2019
AFTER 11:30 MASS
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Young. Adult. Catholic.
Really, it’s a thing.
Young adults are welcome! Mary, Queen of Peace wants to make sure you feel at home in our
parish family. Marysa Alvarez, young adult coordinator (far right in top photo), started a young
women’s Bible study this summer and hosted a game night for young men and women in the
youth room. There will be more get-togethers soon! Contact malvarez@maryqueenofpeace.org
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Family Life, Parish Life,
That’s Life!
Family life is an integral part of parish life, and
Mary, Queen of Peace now has new Family Life coordinators—Chad and Kasi Treser, above left with
Fr. John. They will help implement Family Life priorities of the archdiocesan synod. The synod also
includes goals related to vocations (seminarian
Collin Clark greets parishioners at left) and social
justice (Fr. Tom Bouterie of Food for the Poor visited us in June). Our Pastoral Council, below during
the installation in June,
offers advice and
support to
the pastor
and assists
him in
overseeing
the implementation
of the
synod’s
goals.
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News about
the Knights
The Rev. Harry W. Tompson Assembly #2922 installed officers at Mary, Queen of Peace in July. Officers installed include:
Faithful Friar, Rev. Travis Clark; Faithful Navigator Dexter Willams; Faithful Captain D. J. Latino; Faithful Admiral Bill
McCrossen; Faithful Comptroller Bill Orkus; Faithful Purser Rick Robertson; Faithful Pilot Mike Enright; Faithful Scribe
Charlie Raymond; Outer Sentinel Tom Cooper; Inner Sentinel Doug Viosca; Trustee 1 Year, Nick Lonergan; Trustee 2 Year,
Pete Scamardo; Trustee 3 Year , Frank Courtenay; Corps Commander, Pete Scamardo. Knight of the Year is Bill Orkus. The
Assembly this year donated three chalices and cases for newly ordained priests. Above at left, a chalice is presented to Rev.
Cletus Orji of Nigeria.

The Mary,
Queen of
Peace
Knights of
Columbus
Council
12072,
above,
recently
installed its officers for the coming
year. John Tomba was honored as
Knight of the Year, and Lee
Guichard and Charlotte Bordelon were honored as Family of the year. For information on our Knights of Columbus, email mcradeur@att.net

The Knights of Columbus
Third Degree recently recognized several Knights for
their service. Above, John
Cook is honored as Knight
of the Month for June, pictured with Lee Guichard and
Harry Ryan. Top right, Lee
and Harry with Terry Lowe,
honored for his right-to-life
work; right, Wiley Conn,
recognized as newcomer of the year. Lee Guichard and Charlotte Bordelon also were recognized as family of the Month for
the Month of June.
All Photos by Carl Guichard.
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Family Promise: Serving up hope

Teresita Mercante with Cliff and Linda Giffin, setting up
for our guests.

Mary, Queen of Peace
hosted Family Promise of St. Tammany
twice this summer,
once in June and once
in July. Family Promise is an ecumenical
Christian outreach to
homeless families,
helping them transition to financial independence and permanent housing. MQP is
grateful for our many
volunteers who fed,
housed, and loved the
guests we served.

Seminarian Collin Clark, who has been
with us this summer, and volunteer Girly
Gary help serve dinner to our Family
Promise guests in July.

Walk in Faith with Friends of the Poor
is an encounter with our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is an advocate on behalf of the poor, seeking to discover the root causes of poverty and to remThe Mary Queen of Peace Community is invited
edy its effects while maintaining the confito gather together for fun, food and fellowship to honor dentiality and dignity of those who are served.
the cry of the poor by reaching out to help our brothers
Vincentians are men and women who strive to grow
and sisters in need.
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to indiPlease join us on Saturday, September 29, 2018 at
viduals in need. We are young and old and every shade
The 10th Annual St. Vincent de Paul Friends of the Poor
of skin color. Some of us are wealthy, others are finanWalk/Run Fundraiser to benefit MQP St. Vincent de Paul cially poor, but we are all deeply aware that poverty,
Society.
suffering and loneliness are present for many families
in our community. We want to change that.
Registration
There is a sign posted on a country road that asks,
Online: https://www.mqpsvdp.org/
“How
can you help a billion hungry people?” The anAfter Masses: To be announced (August & September )
swer
below
is right on target: “One at a time.”
Day of Event: 8:30am to 9:15am
The Walk/Run Fundraiser is one way to take the first
Day of Event
step. According to 1 Peter 2:21
Gun goes off at 9:30am
After Walk Party till 11:30am ( Food, Music, Fellowship)
For to this you have been called, because Christ also
Sponsorship Levels ( names appear on back of Tsuffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
shirts / sponsor board / Peacetime )
you might follow in his steps.
Friends: $100 - $250
Supporters: $251 - $500
Look forward to seeing you September 29.
Partners: $501 - $1,000
Larsen Daigle, PhD.
Advocates: More than $1,000
Communication
Chair
Spurred by the awareness that service to those in need
1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.
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Hat’s Off
To Summer!
Our seventh-graders ended the school year
with a great celebration as they prepared to
move on to a new chapter in life. But the summer (or graduation) is no vacation from loving
and serving the Lord and one another, as some
of our students proved when they took part in a
read-a-thon, at left. Parent Emily Tanguis
helped coordinate a pledge drive for the children, including the Tanguis, Webre, and Brister
families, who raised $218 and donated it to St.
Benoit, our sister parish in Haiti. Thanks to
parents and students for witnessing with joy!
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Eagle Scout
Project
is a blessing
Boy Scout Troop 310 pitched in this
past spring to help Thomas Bitterwolf with his Eagle Scout project—
which is a blessing to our parish!
Thomas and the Scouts landscaped
around Ave Regina Pacis, the statue
that greets everyone when they drive
onto our property. Thanks to Thomas and the Scouts for beautifying
our campus. Plans are in the works
to further enhance the area around
our beautiful patroness. Stay tuned!
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Honoring
Our
Mother
Fr. Jared Rodrigue coordinated our school
May Crowning, a beautiful way to honor our
Blessed Mother, who is
also our parish patroness. Mary, Queen of
Peace, pray for us!
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Shipwrecked
& Saved
at VBS
There’s no taking a vacation from
fun at Mary, Queen of Peace! Our
children made the most of Vacation Bible School in June, learning
songs, doing crafts, and making
friends. The weekend wrapped up
with an awesome performance for
parents, grandparents, and friends.
Many thanks to Nicole Johnson,
right, who led the way, and the
many volunteers who made the
week what it was: A great celebration of our faith in Jesus, who saves
us when we’re shipwrecked by sin.
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LABEL GOES HERE

The Ministry Fair gives Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church a chance to put on
display all that goes on in our parish community of faith. There are opportunities to
serve the Lord during the liturgy; there are opportunities for outreach to the poor;
there are services and charity for the sick and homebound; there are ways to use your
God-given gifts to teach children; there are Bible studies and spirituality opportunities;
there is a wealth of joy to be found by encountering Jesus in your brothers and sisters.
Everyone is invited to take a look after all Masses August 25-26. See you there!
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