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From Italy,
With Love

I

t was a dark and nearly stormy
day when Ave Regina Pacis and
her accompanying pedestal
arrived in crates after a ride across
the water—not just across Lake
Pontchartrain, but across the Atlantic
Ocean, all the way from Italy.
Someone with good connections to
Our Lady offered up enough prayers to
keep the rain away as a crane lifted the
pedestal into place and then placed the
beautiful Carrara marble carving of
Mary and the child Jesus right where
they are meant to be.
Artist Cody Swanson, placing the olive
branch in Mary’s hand at right, was on
hand to ensure proper placement of his
work of art. He also attended the dedication on February 11, the feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes.
Ave Regina Pacis—Hail, Queen of
Peace—is a blessing to our campus.
Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us!
See more pictures on Page 3.

Hail MARY,
Queen of Peace

Stewards of the Month
February:
Susan
Bloom
Susan Bloom
generously
shares her
talent with
the Haiti
Ministry in
many ways,
sewing DressA-Girl dresses
along with
many other talented parishioners
and coordinating other donations
to benefit our sisters and brothers
at St. Benoit in Haiti. She gives so
much because God has blessed
her so much, and Mary, Queen of
Peace is grateful for her faith and
joyful witness.

April:
Jane
Kolb

March:
Andrew &
Jeanie Sellers
Andrew and
Jeanie have
been good
stewards for
many years.
Andrew is part
of the Monday
Night Men's
Spirituality
group, the SAM
organization,
the choir, and the Good Samaritan Food
Bank. In addition, he works with Deacon
Timothy Jackson in the prison ministry.
Jeanie is an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion, is devoted to Adoration, and
taught PSR for 10 years. Thank you to
Andrew and Jeanie for their generosity!

Jane
Kolb
has
been a
parishioner
for
many
years at
Mary,
Queen of Peace. She has been
sharing her gifts by assisting
in the office for several
years, helping however is
needed with our database
and collections. Like any
good steward, Jane wants no
notoriety but only wants to
remind others that all we do
is intended to glorify the
Lord with our lives.

OFF TO COLLEGE?
COME TO DINNER
AUGUST 5!

Altar
Server
of the
Year

Graduating from high school? Know
someone who is?
Be sure to save the date for August 5,
when Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church will honor our high school
graduates and other young adults returning to college.

Congratulations to
Adrian Robinson,
who received the
annual Altar
Server of the Year
Award for Mary,
Queen of Peace
from the Serra
Club of New
Orleans. Adrian is
pictured with
Archbishop
Aymond after the
ceremony.

Students and their families are invited to
the 6 p.m. Mass, with dinner to follow in
the Cafeteria.
Questions?
Call the office at 985-626-6977 or
Email kbaker@maryqueenofpeace.org
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Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

Installing & Blessing
Ave Regina Pacis

What did artist Cody Swanson of Florence, Italy, find
most surprising about parishioners’ reactions to Ave
Regina Pacis? “I was surprised so many people love the
back of the statue,” he said. Who couldn’t love that
little hand of Jesus, on His mother’s back?
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Loving Life
Sylvia
and Bob
McGuire
enjoyed
the
reception
following
Mass.

Deacon Jack and
Joan Finn, far left,
were among several couples celebrating anniversaries at our vigil
Mass on February
17. Mary, Queen
of Peace honored
couples celebrating 25, 50, and
more than 50
years of marriage.

Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church celebrates the sacrament of
marriage each year by honoring couples in the parish who are marking
25, 50, and more than 50 years of
marriage. Pictured are Charles and
Marie Drago, celebrating 52 years.
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NURTURING MARRIAGE

The sacrament of marriage needs constant care to keep
love growing strong. At Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church, opportunities are available to strengthen the covenant between husband and wife. On Fridays
during Lent, Allan Couvillion and Jason Angelette led a weekly presentation on marriage. Thanks to all who
assisted, as well as to those who provided child care for more than 40 children. In March, a couples
retreat at St. Joseph Abbey’s Christian Life Center gave married couples another chance to grow stronger
in faith and in love with one another and with the Lord.
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Knights
News:
Fabulous fish
frys & more!
The Knights of
Columbus held their annual fish fry each Friday during Lent, providing hundreds of
people each week with a
dinner. Proceeds benefit the
charitable works of the
Knights.
At far right, for instance,
members of the Knights delivered Easter baskets to the
Children’s Advocacy Center.
For information on our
Knights, contact Mike
Cradeur at:
mcradeur@att.net

T

he RISE challenge is a 30-day
program for men and has approximately 25 men participating. Throughout the challenge we
are discovering ways to be the Sons of God,
Brothers to other men, Spouses and
Fathers that God made us to be.
One of the priorities of the 9th General Synod of the
Archdiocese of New
Orleans asks parishes to address
issues pertaining to
Family Life. Kasi and
Chad Treser are our
Family Life coordinators at MQP.
Chad, at right,
advertises RISE.

The challenge gives us tools to not only
help us today but that will transform the
rest of our lives, our families and those
around us.
We meet weekly on a voluntary basis to
discuss our takeaways and share testimony
from the previous week. Another challenge
will begin later in the year for those interested. Contact Chad Treser:
ctreser@gmail.com
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LECTOR RETREAT

Those who proclaim the Word at Mass gathered for a
retreat in March to reflect upon what they do and how
they can continue to serve the Lord as lectors. Fr.
Jared spoke to the retreat participants. Thanks to Allan
Couvillion for organizing the day and scheduling our
lectors.

LENTEN MISSION

Dr. Tom Neal from Notre Dame Seminary presented our
Lenten Mission in February. Dr. Neal gave an inspiring message on living a Mercy-Driven Life. He is pictured with members of FourTwelve at the reception on the final evening of
the mission. If anyone would like notes from the mission,
contact Karen Baker in the office at 985-626-6977.

WHAT IS ADDICTION?
On Tuesday evening, February 20,
the
Substance
Addiction Ministry
(SAM), of Mary,
Queen of Peace
sponsored a program titled “What
Is Addiction?”
Brian McNulty
from Townsend treatment centers gave the presentation, informing the guests of the genetics, bio science,
and behavioral precursors for addiction.
He described six characteristics of individuals who
may be predisposed to addiction: poor focus, lack of
attention, poor memory, easily frustrated or irritated,
procrastination, not enjoying life as much as others,
and trouble making relationships or feeling connected
with others.
His presentation included many other facets of the
disease of addiction, and various means of treatment.
Anyone interested in more information can contact
the SAM team by e-mail at mqpsam@gmail.com or by
phone at 985-626-7905

Spanish Ministry
The Hispanic community gathered on Good Friday
at the Teresian Spirituality Center to pray the
Stations of the Cross. Participants carried a life-size
wooden cross as the community prayed the
Stations in Spanish. The next event will be a Spanish
Mass at Mary, Queen of Peace Church on Friday
May 11 at 7 p.m. For more information, contact Sr.
Marina at 985-630-7130.
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Hearts & Hands
& Voices in Haiti
Mary, Queen of Peace made another successful mission trip to Haiti April 4-10, 2018, with intrepid
travelers : Deacon Timothy Jackson, Tony Pastorello, Muguet Bolotte, Clay Drewes, Ida Estopinal,
Lynne Young, and Maggie Kurtz
The progress at St. Benoit is astounding. When we
started the ministry in 2012, we counted 50 students in elementary school. What a wonderful experience to count 427 students from Pre-K to high
school in class on Friday during our visit. Many of
the older students came up to us individually and
thanked us in English for your support and giving
them the opportunity of an education. It is very
heartwarming to see these students excited to at-

tend school and succeed in their classes.
The elementary classes greeted us with a welcome
song, mostly in English. We spent time in each classroom and Lynne and Maggie had prepared fun STEM
lessons for each grade. From coloring paper airplanes
and using protractors to
launching rockets, the students
really enjoyed it.
The elementary school is
complete with the final plaster
finishing and kitchen in operation. They use a latrine outside
and need some much needed
toilets, but that will come in
time. The church was beautifully decorated for the children's Mass on Friday and the
Sunday rite of confirmation
Mass with Bishop
See next page
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At home in Haiti
From Previous Page

Dumas. There were 58 young
adults confirmed on Sunday.
Monsignor Wildor is doing a wonderful job of leadership in the community. The construction hums along and
all funds for projects are accounted
for. The second cistern was dug and
cement was being poured during our
visit. The second-floor dining room is
in use and most all of the rooms on the
second floor are complete. The solar
batteries were installed and the clinic
enlarged. The clinic serves about 100
patients a month. We brought a small
autoclave and many medicines the
nurse had requested.
As a spiritual leader, Monsignor Wildor not only creates disciples of his
parishioners but also makes them leaders in the community. There were two
priests - Father Gary and Father Chandler—and one seminarian during our
visit. Fr. Chandler surprised us during a

homily in which he broke out in
perfect English for us.
He also speaks Italian. All of the
lectors are students who are trained
on how to formally address an audience. Monsignor’s homilies are
woven with spirituality and morality. He is the moral compass of Dessources. He married eight couples
in December at a group wedding
ceremony, and baptisms are held
once a month. The community is
really coming together to support
the parish.
The high school has seven grades
and has certified teachers paid by
the hour. The facility needs water, a
roof and a fence, but the kids come
daily to class. All of the students eat
lunch in the cafeteria at the rectory
building. The lunch is a scant bean
gravy and rice, but they are happy
to receive it. We learned that the
rice he receives from Food For The
Poor is now being rationed. We

found the very basic tools for
school lacking such as paper,
pencils, pens, geometry instruments, calculators and
math tools for the elementary classes.
As the school has expanded,
See Page 16

A voice & witness for Catholic Social Teaching
One of the priorities of the Archdiocese of New
Orleans Synod
asks each parish
to create a Social
Justice Committee in order to be
a voice and witness for Catholic
Social Teaching.
Our committee
has coordinated
events such as a
talk by Matt
Rousso, right, on
the pope’s encyclical on the environment, Laudato Si, as well as a talk on immigration presented by Martin Guttierez and Fr. John, both pictured at right.
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Three Days of Falling
in Love with the Lord

HOLY THURSDAY: Above, Fr. John washes the feet of 12
parishioners as part of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper.
GOOD FRIDAY COMMEMORATION OF THE LORD’S
PASSION: At right, parishioners come forward to
venerate the cross during the 3 p.m. Solemn Service.

GOOD FRIDAY OUTDOOR STATIONS OF THE CROSS: A large
crowd gathered to walk the Stations of the Cross around our
property at 1:30 p.m. on Good Friday. Many thanks to Mrs.
Nancy Waguespack and the Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
School students who took part after presenting the Living
Stations at school on Holy Thursday.
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At the Cross her station keeping,
stood the mournful Mother weeping,
close to her Son to the last.
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EASTER VIGIL:
The Easter Vigil was a
beautiful liturgy in
which the light of Christ
broke through the darkness of our lives. Seven
people were welcomed
into the Catholic Church
- four through Baptism
(along with First Communion and Confirmation) and three through
a Profession of Faith
(along with First Communion and Confirmation), while 10 Catholic
children made their
First Communion and
one adult Catholic
received the sacrament
of Confirmation. For
information
on the Rite
of Christian
Intiation of
Adults, contact Jewell
Bayhi at
985-6749794.
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Laughing,
Learning,
Playing, &
Praying!
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
School is wrapping up another
wonderful year just how we
started—by laughing, learning,
playing and—most importantly—
praying. Our 7th-graders, top left,
visited St. Michael Special School
in New Orleans and enjoyed fun
and games at a pep rally, left. At
top, some of our young students
learn about teamwork during
some tug-of-war.
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Our 7th-graders made the most
of their last year at MQPCS with
a trip to the Chrism Mass during
Holy Week, above and at right.
They also enjoyed a trip to
Washington, DC, below right.
Meanwhile, our students put
their creativity to work with the
annual play, below left. Many
thanks to all who coordinated,
directed, acted, participated,
and attended!
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Alleluia!
FourTwelve
Throws
A Resurrection
Party

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
FUNDRAISER!
Sunday, May 20th from
9:00AM to 1:00PM.
To support Summer Mission
Trip. See our website for details
or buy tickets at the door!

Our awesome
FourTwelve
youth group
held a Resurrection Party
on the
Wednesday
after Easter.
You don’t have
to wait until
next Easter to join the fun! FourTwelve,
for grades 8-12, meets each Wednesday
at 7 p.m. FourTwelve Youth, for grades 5
-7, meets the last Thursday of each
month. Email Elise:
ebennett@maryqueenofpeace.org
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At Home in Haiti
From Page 9

the teacher salaries continue to be the largest expense. Some live in the facility and most walk
from nearby homes. It is difficult to find certified
teachers to live in the rural area of Dessources. But by the grace of God, they come by
foot.
From our ministry we have spun off other evangelization programs. St. Dominic in Lakeview has
adopted Mt. Carmel in Haiti. St. Francis of Assisi,
uptown New Orleans, has built the St. Francois
Xavier Chapel in Giles, Haiti. Karen and Tom
Sheehy, with The Healing Eyes of Mercy, are sponsoring the first six students at the university level
in Haiti. The Pastorello family and private donors
have built two homes on church property for the
most needy. Gregg and Letha Tepper sponsored a
student’s education at St. Benoit and at the university level, while so many of you have done much to
support the school, the parish, and the ministry. Thank you for all of your support.
A huge THANK YOU from the people of Dessources does not cover the appreciation that they

have for the parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace.
We really do feel like we are home when we are with
them. Their warmth, grace and prayers are always with
us.
For information on our Haiti ministry, contact us at
MQPHaiti@gmail.com
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