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A New Year
to Serve God
and Neighbor

I

t seems that we just celebrated
Christmas (we did!) and now it’s
time to turn our attention to Lent,
with Ash Wednesday on February
14 (see the schedule on the back page).
What do these two seasons —
Christmas and Lent — have in common? Certainly, we can say that they
are all about love — the love God has
for us and the love we are impelled to
share with one another. That is what
Jesus came to show us and to teach us—
that God so loved the world that He
wanted to walk with us and show us
how to love.
In this new year, perhaps we at Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church and
School can attune our hearts and minds
to loving God and neighbor more fully,
in every moment of each day.
In that way, we can bring a little joy to
our world (just as our little angels at the
Christmas pageant, at right, did in
December!). Happy New Year!

Stewards of the Month

A good steward:




November: Kevin
and Casey
Levy
Kevin and Casey
Levy are very involved in Mary,
Queen of Peace
Catholic Church and
School. Casey cochaired the Fleur de
Fall, while Kevin
serves as an usher,
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, and more!

December:
Brooke
DeVille

January:
Lynn
Pablovich

Brooke DeVille
coordinates the
preparation of
our church for
the liturgical
seasons. A dedicated wife,
mother, and
teacher, she
loves sharing
her time and
talent with
MQP.

Lynn Pablovich
has been a parishioner and
member of our
music ministry
at Mary, Queen
of Peace for
many years. We
are blessed that
she shares her
talent with her
parish family!





Receives God’s gifts
gratefully
Cherishes and tends them
responsibly
Shares them in justice and
love
Returns them with increase to the Lord

If you have a nominee for Steward of
the Month, please contact
Karen Baker in the parish office at
985-202-0232 or email
kbaker@maryqueenofpeace.org

Commissioned
to serve

Snow
Day!

Parishioner Noel Delery
was one of 11 members
of the Archdiocese of
New Orleans commissioned by Archbishop
Aymond on January 14 as
a lay ecclesial minister.
The commissioning
took place after two
years of study and formation through
the Institute for Lay Ecclesial Ministry at
Notre Dame Seminary. Noel is a certified
spiritual director and works at the Archdiocese of New Orleans Retreat Center.
For information on spiritual direction,
she may be contacted at 985-789-2133.

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vifgin
Mary was marked by a
rare and beautiful snowfall on December 8.
The snow kept falling all
day, covering our campus
in a blanket of white and
making for a beautiful
scene during Mass.
Students, meanwhile, enjoyed snow day at home.
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Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

Hail, Queen of Peace!
A new blessing
coming soon to MQP

M

ary, Queen of Peace,
pray for us.
The words will take
on new and deeper
meaning on February 11, the
memorial of Our Lady of
Lourdes, when our new statue of
Mary, Queen of Peace is unveiled
and blessed after 9:30 Mass, in
front of the Parish Center.
Sculptor Cody Swanson, a Minnesota native who
lives in Florence, Italy with his wife and four children, created the work based on Ave
Regina Pacis in the Basilica of St.
Mary Major in Rome. He will be here
for the installation and blessing.
Some changes were made to the
original artwork, which was commissioned by Pope Benedict XV at
the close of World War I, with Mary’s outstretched
arm meant to say: “No more war.” The adaptations
include softening the Blessed
Mother’s expression as well
as bringing in her left arm to
hold an olive branch as she
cradles the Prince of Peace in
her right arm. On the base of
the statue, each side includes
a dove carrying an olive
branch, surrounded by roses.
Swanson put prayerful work into each detail of
our new statue, and it certainly shows. As stated on
his website, www.codyswansonsculpture.com:
“As a Catholic father, husband, sculptor and teacher,
Cody hopes the fruit of his labor will give glory to
God and reflect His truth into the hearts of many.”
Thanks to generous donors, Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church will no doubt enjoy the fruit of Cody
Swanson’s labor for many years, as this beautiful
addition to our campus glorifies the Lord and invites
us to imitate our Blessed Mother in her love, her surrender, and her humility. She invites us to carry Jesus, the Prince of Peace, in our hearts.
Mary, Queen of Peace, pray for us.

AVE REGINA PACIS
YOU ARE INVITED
TO AN UNVEILING
AND BLESSING.
Sunday February 11
AFTER 9:30 MASS
IN FRONT OF THE
PARISH CENTER
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Breakfast with Santa,
Courtesy of FourTwelve

T

hanks to our fabulous
FourTwelve youth
group for hosting Breakfast with Santa in November. There was a great turnout for the event, which included
face painting, a reading corner,
pictures with Santa, and good
family fun.
Our high school youth group
meets each Wednesday at 7 p.m.
in the Youth Room. FourTwelve
Youth, for grades 5-7, meets the
last Thursday of each month at
6:30 p.m. in the Parish Center.
For information on
FourTwelve, call Youth Director
Elise Bennett at 985-202-0264 or
email:
ebennett@maryqueenofpeace.org
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Bringing the
faith ALIVE
FourTwelve hosted its first and
planned to be annual Fall Retreat in
November at Camp Living Waters.
For high school youth, the retreat
included music, adoration, a concert,
Mass, and more. For information on
FourTwelve, email:
ebennett@maryqueenofpeace.org
Photos courtesy of Leslie Bertucci
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You
Made
Christmas
Bright
Every year, Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church partners with St. Tammany Project Christmas and the St.
Vincent de Paul Society to
provide Christmas gifts for
needy families.
This past Christmas, your
generosity provided more
than 900 gifts for 226 children and 10 adults. Thank
you for making Christmas
bright for so many of our
brothers and sisters!

DRE Jewell Bayhi, far left, coordinates our Christmas angel tree program each year.
She is pictured with Fr. John and the many generous helpers who sort gifts before
delivery.

Christmas with a Spanish flavor
The Hispanic community gathered in
the cafeteria on December 16 to prepare for the coming of the Savior. The
Mexican Posadas were enacted in action
and song remembering the night when
Jesus and Mary searched for a place to
stay in Bethlehem. That was followed by
the rosary and the Colombian novena
dedicated to the child Jesus, where the
refrain "Come, Lord Jesus" is repeated
in song. The children enacted the living
Nativity scene and everyone joined in
the singing of Christmas carols in Spanish before enjoying a delicious dinner.
About one hundred people, including
Fr.Angel Diaz OP coordinator of Hispanic Ministry in the Northshore, attended the event. Petra Madrigal
planned the evening with the help of several members of the Hispanic community. For information on Adult
Faith Formation classes or English as a Second Language classes contact Sr. Marina at 985-630-7130.
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Living with Passion

Thanksgiving blessings

Fr. Cedric Pisegna, CP, preached an Advent mission at
Mary, Queen of Peace in December, encouraging all to
live with passion in the sure hope of God’s love.

Fr. John blessed our baskets of bread and wine during Mass
on Thanksgiving morning. The annual blessing reminds us of
the connection between our faith and our life.

Fr. Jared, above,
with some of the
altar servers who
attended the January bowling outing.
Kelly Hightower,
altar server coordinator, poses with
some of our servers
at left.

Altar server outing:
Right up their alley!
Fr. Jared Rodrigue, parochial vicar, invited altar
servers on a bowling outing in January. The
New Year’s treat was a way to thank our server
team for their service. More than 50 attended.
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Fleur de Fall:
It was a Roaring
Good Time!

Our 11th annual Fleur de
Fall brought out the best
in ‘20s attire as parishioners enjoyed the
“Roaring ‘20s” theme.
Thanks to all who supported our main parish
and school fundraiser. It
was a Roaring Good
Time!
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A Look at some
Winning Ways
Something exciting and new came
to the Fleur de Fall
in 2017: A drawdown cash raffle
for $10,000.
Members of the
Jeansonne family
were the big winners and were
present to show
plenty of enthusiasm about being
the last ticket
pulled.
Meanwhile, the
high bidders for
naming rights saw
their signs unveiled in January. Above, the Gagliardis named
the Cafeteria, while below, the Friels put their
stamp on the street, and the Hamides kept their
parking spot as well as the covered play area.

The Jeansonne family, at top, celebrated their win in the drawdown raffle at the Fleur de Fall on Oct. 14. Above, from left, Fleur de Fall finance
chair David Doherty, event co-chair Letha Tepper, Principal Sybil
Skansi, Lynda and Red Jeansonne, co-chair Casey Levy, and Fr. John.
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Bringing joy to the world
for our friends in Haiti
From November 29- December 5, Tony Pastorello and I
accompanied a group of parishioners of St. Francis of
Assissi in New Orleans to St. Benoit, our sister parish in
Haiti. Following the earthquake of 2010, Mary, Queen of
Peace helped Msgr. Wildor Pierre rebuild his parish
church and build a simple school for the children of his
parish - the only school for several miles around. Several other chapels in the area were also destroyed by
the earthquake and needed to be rebuilt. These chapels
are all part of St. Benoit parish. During our annual trips
to Haiti, we have visited the community of St. Francis
Xavier in the town of Giles and participated in their
Masses or prayer services held under a tent. Every year,
the leaders of their church community asked us for help
to rebuild their church, and we had to tell them that
they had to wait until we could raise enough funds for
the project.
Fortunately, Fr. Mike Schneller, pastor of St. Francis of
Assissi in New Orleans, presented to his parishioners
the idea of rebuilding this chapel on the occasion of
their 125th anniversary. Within eight months, parishioners raised $75,000 and Msgr. Wildor quickly started
rebuilding the chapel on the original site, on top of a hill
overlooking mountains and the sea.
On Sunday, December 3, the feast of St. Francis
Xavier, Bishop Andre Dumas, Msgr. Wildor, Fr. Mike
Schneller, our parish delegation and the delegation from
St. Francis of Assissi in New Orleans, together with a

great number of local parishioners, participated in
the blessing of the new chapel. The Mass lasted
about three hours and was a joyful expression of
faith, hope and love. The chapel, built to fit about
250 people, was full beyond capacity to about
400 people. There were another 100 people outside looking in through the windows.
As the songs and the prayers were offered in this
new place of worship, I felt gratitude to God in my
heart for having allowed us to offer our support to
this small community of Catholic people who remain strong in faith and hope while enduring hardship.
We rejoice with them and with Msgr. Wildor,
their pastor, and we pray that this small faith community may soon become a parish with the blessing
of their bishop. Thanks be to God!
- Sr. Marina Aranzabal STJ

The Opioid Epidemic: A Presentation
On Tuesday evening, October 17, the Substance Addiction
Ministry of Mary Queen of Peace Parish hosted a program,
The Opioid Epidemic. Special Agent George Cazenavette, Jr.
of the Drug Enforcement Administration delivered a very informative presentation. Our nation and our communities are
in an opioid crisis. Most abuse begins with prescription pain
medication, then quickly progresses to addiction to dangerous drugs, including heroin. All social, economic and age
groups are affected. The statistics are catastrophic. Awareness and education are key to addressing this issue, particularly for our youth From left: DEA Special Agents, Mark Bertsch, Gloria Newport, George
Cazenavette, Jr., and Substance Addiction Ministry (SAM) Chairman, Sam Burguieres, Jr.
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School News

Patriotic
Rosary
The Knights of
Columbus helped
coordinate a
Patriotic Rosary for
Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic School
in November. A flag
ceremony followed,
with help from Boy
Scout Troop 310.

Helping the Homeless

Prayers
for
Fr. Ronnie
Before Christmas, sixth-graders made Blessing
Bags to send to Ozanam Inn in New Orleans to
help the homeless. The students take part in
Christian service projects several times
throughout the year.

Students at Mary, Queen of Peace took part in a special rosary
for Fr. Ronnie Calkins, the school’s founding pastor and pastor
of Mary, Queen of Peace for 19 years. Fr. Ronnie, pastor of St.
Catherine of Siena in Metairie, has cancer and is undergoing
treatment. Please keep him in your prayers.
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School News

One
Cool
School

Good things are always going on at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School. Clockwise, top from left: Fourthgrade Business Day; Our Lady of Guadalupe; celebrating the Epiphany at Mass; and sixth-grade retreat with
Fr. Jared and Elise Bennett, youth director. Want information on our school? Call 985-674-2466.
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LENT AND EASTER at mqp
ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES:
7 a.m., 9 a.m., Noon, 7 p.m.

Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday, March 25: 5 p.m.
Vigil on Saturday; Masses Sunday
at 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m. & 6
p.m.
Palm procession at 9:30 a.m.
Meet in Cafeteria.

Lenten Daily Mass schedule
Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.
Monday-Friday, 6 p.m.
Stations of the Cross
Each Friday after 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Mass
Lenten Mission
February 26-28: 7 p.m. each evening with Dr. Tom Neal. Child care
available.
“The Mercy-Driven Life: Loving in a
Broken World”
Reconciliation Opportunities at
MQP:
Saturdays, 4 to 4:45 p.m., as well as 30 minutes before each Mass
Deanerywide:
Reconciliation Service, Wednesday March 28,
7 p.m. Location TBA.
Archdiocese of New Orleans:
March 7, 14, and 21 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in all
churches of the archdiocese.

Morning Prayer: MondaySaturday, 8:30 a.m.
Evening Prayer: MondayWednesday, 5:30 p.m.
Holy Thursday, March 29: Mass
of the Lord's Supper, 7 p.m.
Adoration until midnight.
Good Friday, March 30:
Outdoor Stations, 1:30 p.m.
Commemoration of the Lord's Passion,
3 p.m.
Stations of the Cross, 6 p.m.
Divine Mercy Novena following 3 p.m. service
Holy Saturday, March 31: Easter Vigil, 8 p.m.
Easter Sunday, April 1: Masses at 7:30, 9:30, 11:30
a.m. No 6 p.m. Mass.

Thank you for saying #iGiveCatholic! on #GivingTuesday

M

ary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church won
first place as a parish
in the number of
#GivingTuesday gifts on November
28, #iGiveCatholic day. Thanks to
our many donors, who contributed
$8,800 that will be used for our
youth group’s summer mission trip.
At right, office manager Karen
Baker receives our first-place check
for $1,500 from Callie Combs of the
Catholic Foundation.
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Women’s Fall Retreat
On November 16, a parish women's retreat was held
at the Teresian Spirituality Center. Sponsored by the
Women's Spirituality ministry of Mary, Queen of
Peace, the retreat brought together about 64 women
willing to enter more deeply into the theme of the
retreat : "Open to God's Loving Embrace." Msgr.
Bilinsky directed the retreat and invited all women
to open their hearts to God's love and friendship in
all circumstances of their lives. A beautiful Eucharistic celebration and a delicious lunch were also part of
the experience. For more information contact Sr. Marina Aranzabal at 630-7130.

Naim Widows Group
The Naim Widows Group from Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church enjoyed a Thanksgiving Mass and luncheon in November. Fr.
Jared Rodrigue, parochial vicar, celebrated
the Mass. At the Mass, the group remembered
in prayer the deceased widows of the group as
well as the mother of one of the members. For
information on the widows group, contact Marsha Davis: litlnurs@bellsouth.net
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Working to end poverty
In God’s world
The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is
full of his unfailing love. - Psalm 33:5
The St. Vincent de Paul conference at Mary, Queen of
Peace is busy working with other Vincentian conferences and Catholic Charities to end poverty through
systemic change. The Systemic Change Initiative is designed to help people realize their true human potential rather than relying on others for basic needs.
To help in this effort, Ann Kizzier of MQP attended
the annual Symposium for Systemic Change & Criminal
Justice Reform, hosted by Catholic Charities’ Cornerstone Builders at the Tracy Center in Baton Rouge.
The conference’s aim was to put together an actionable plan for systemic justice. Community and spiritual
leaders guided sessions for those wishing to participate in the fight for criminal justice reform. An important topic was Catholic Charities’ Re-Entry 72 program, whose goal is to immediately give emergency
housing, employment and support to prisoners reentering society so as to keep them from re-offending.
Re-Entry 72 reflects the fact that the first 72 hours
of an individual’s release are the most crucial period in
rehabilitation because prisoners are often released
with little or no resources. With more than 60 individuals being helped every year, the Re-Entry 72 program demonstrates how direct support and rehabilitation can chip away at the recidivism rate.
Another effort bearing fruit is the Stepping Stones
Ministry, a joint venture on the north shore with
Catholic Charities that works to plan for and monitor
long-term stability for those receiving assistance. In
December, the National Council of the United States
Society of St. Vincent de Paul (SVDPUSA) awarded a
$5,000 grant to support and expand the Stepping
Stones Ministry.
Membership is growing in our Conference at MQP,
now totaling 28. Our members provided Thanksgiving
baskets to 10 needy families that we met and assisted
during the past year.
As we carry out our mission, Vincentians are conscious of an increasing number of families seeking help
to cope with day-to-day essentials such as rent, utilities, transportation and medical bills. While each family is unique, financial hardships, unemployment, income inequality and low wages are often cited causes.
Consequently, there is a need to increase our funding so that we may continue our mission to serve.

On December 14, Vincentians Greg and Patricia St. Angelo, owners of Annadele's Plantation in Covington, celebrated their 10 th
anniversary of hosting the SVDP Christmas dinner. It is used as a
fund raiser for SVDP by its members. This year we raised $2,200.

To support our mission, please place donations in the
poor box located in the back of the church by the votive
candles, online through the MQP website, in parish contribution envelopes marked “For the Poor” or by writing a
check. Thank you for partnering with us as we look forward not only to continuing our work in 2018 but also
making it the best year yet.
Mission
Inspired by Gospel values, The Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
a Catholic lay organization, leads women and men to join
together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person
service to those who are needy and suffering in the tradition
of the founder, Blessed Frederic Ozanam, and patron, St. Vincent de Paul.
As a reflection of the whole family of God, members, who are
known as Vincentians, are drawn from every ethnic and cultural background, age group and economic level. Vincentians
are united in an international society of charity by their
spirit of poverty, humility and sharing, which is nourished by
prayer
reflection, mutually supportive gatherings and adherence to
a basic Rule.
Organized locally, Vincentians witness God’s love by embracing all works of charity and justice. The Society collaborates
with other people of good will in relieving need and addressing its causes, making no distinction in those served because,
in them, Vincentians see the face of Christ.
Submitted by Susan Larsen Daigle
SVdP Communication Chairperson
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LABEL GOES HERE

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14. MASSES:
7 a.m., 9 a.m., Noon, 7 p.m.
Lenten Daily Mass schedule
Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.; Monday-Friday, 6 p.m.
Stations of the Cross
Each Friday after 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Mass
Lenten Mission
February 26-28: 7 p.m. each evening with Dr. Tom
Neal. Child care available.
“The Mercy-Driven Life: Loving in a Broken World”
Reconciliation Opportunities at MQP:
Saturday, 4 to 4:45 p.m., as well as 30 minutes
before each Mass
Deanerywide:
Reconciliation Service, Wednesday March 28,
7 p.m. Location TBA.
Archdiocese of New Orleans:
March 7, 14, and 21 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. in all
churches of the archdiocese.
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