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NEWS TO NOTE
Save the date:
November 28: That’s when you can
say “#iGiveCatholic” to support
Mary, Queen
of Peace and
the idea of
“giving
Catholic” on
Giving
Tuesday.
Watch the bulletin for details
+++
Details, Details,
Details:
Where are we
and where are
we headed as a
parish community?
Find our annual report on parish
income and expenditures,
Pages 5-12.
+++
Wondering about Christmas Mass
times? See the back page.
Ordinary Income: $1,743,114.88

10%

3%

Weekly Envelopes: $1,512,239.27
Loose: $183,803.61

87%

Christmas and holy day collection:
$47,072

Our parish picnic brought smiles aplenty in September as
we had games, food, and music in abundance. Picnics
aren’t the only reasons to smile at MQP! Find out more
inside.

Stewards of the Month

A good steward:
•

•

August: Jason
and Elise
Angelette
Loving couple,
loving parents.
Stewards of God’s
love and mercy; Involved with Marriage and Family
Life through
Willwoods; help
coordinate Covenant
of Love evenings at
Mary, Queen of
Peace.

September:
Charles
Raymond
Longtime
parishioner,
usher at 8 a.m.
Mass
A steward of
God’s goodness
by showing
hospitality to
others as they
enter and exit
our church.

“I love the diversity of ages
among members of our parish.
Old and young, the newly born
and the dying, all come
together
as a spiritual family.
We pray for each other,
comfort each other, laugh, cry
and praise God during all the
phases our lives together,
seeking the same goal
of eternal life.
At MQP, you will always get a
smile and a welcome.”

October:
Lynn Restel
Joyful spirit,
always ready to
lend a hand.
A steward of
God’s gifts in
the choir, Substance Addiction Ministry,
Women’s Spirituality, Bible
Study. “I am
truly humbled
and blessed!”

•

•

Receives God’s gifts
gratefully
Cherishes and tends them
responsibly
Shares them in justice and
love
Returns them with increase to the Lord

If you have a nominee for Steward of
the Month, please contact
Karen Baker in the parish office at
985-202-0232 or email
kbaker@maryqueenofpeace.org

“We love Mary, Queen of Peace
because we have been blessed,
past and present, with pastors
and assisting clergy who are true
servants. Their charisms of
humility, selflessness and joy
permeate our entire faith
community. They inspire us to
deepen and mature in our
Catholic faith and it’s visible
expression in our lives.”
John and Valerie Englehardt
Marriage Prep

Kathy Cyr
Daily lector leader
2

“Our parish is fairly
small but the opportunities
to grow in faith are huge.
Since we're small, you really
have a sense of family
because you know most
people in the parish.”
Courtney Dodson
Mother’s Rosary

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

From MQP to Texas:
Faith, hope, and love

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
responded generously to the flooding in Texas after Hurricane Harvey.
Parishioners brought in hundreds of
items including cleaning supplies, water, baby
items, and toiletries. Fr. John and Ken Brownson
delivered the items to Port Arthur, at right.
Meanwhile, Fr. John led two house-gutting trips
to Texas in September. One group of parishioners
traveled to Beaumont, where they were thanked
by Bishop Curtis Guillory, above next to Fr. John.
The second group traveled to Orange, Texas, for
hurricane relief.
Many thanks to generous parishioners for
$43,000 that was donated to the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston. A check for $40,000 was delivered to the Diocese of Beaumont from our tithing fund.
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Finding Comfort in the Cross at FourTwelve Retreat
By Amy Bouton
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wishes to
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross,
and follow me.” –Matthew, 16 :24

A

s the school year enters fall, FourTwelve is
preparing to give our youth a shot of midsemester inspiration, with the upcoming
fall retreat in early November — Alive. “I
see kids every day, and they seem so overwhelmed,
they’re facing pressures from all around, “says Elise
Bennett, MQP Youth Director. “This retreat is going
to address this directly, that life is going to be hard.
When you have God in your life, your life becomes
easier because you have more peace, more strength
— more endurance.”
Live music, adoration, featured speakers , a bonfire, hike and free time, will all add up to a renewing,
refreshing experience and a chance for the youth to
grow in their faith, and at the same time learn how
to live in everyday life, with the skills to pick up
their crosses and carry them. “With every suffering
we gain something,” Elise notes.
FourTwelve will hear testimonials from retreat
participants at their youth group meetings following
the retreat. The retreat is November 10- 12, 2017.
The cost per participant is $200, which includes
food, lodging, all retreat activities and a T-shirt.
Spots may be available until Oct. 31. Learn more
about the featured presenters at http://
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/fourtwelve/retreat.

Fr. Jared Rodrigue, parochial vicar, leads FourTwelve in
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on the final Wednesday of
September. For more information on FourTwelve, contact Elise
Bennett at ebennett@maryqueenofpeace.org.

Volunteers as-needed basis comprised of parents/
adults, young adults
Advertising/marketing/SEO; Ambiance/Decorating for
events; Data Entry; Event Coordinator; Financial Coordinator; Fundraiser Coordinator; Graphic Design Artist;
Organizational Skills, Type A Personality; Parent Drivers
with Archdiocese of New Orleans approved Insurance
Policy; Seamstress

Can you JUMP IN?
Do you have mad skills and are you willing to share
them? FourTwelve and FourTwelve Youth are in
need of young adult and adult volunteers. See if you
are the right person in any of these areas:
Full-time Young Adult Volunteers needed in
these areas to work with the FourTwelve Core
Team:
Female Dynamic speakers/presenters; Male Dynamic Speakers/Presenters; People with these
skills: Musicians, Photography, Small Group Facilitators, Social Media, Tech, Video

In addition, parents are needed for specific areas to
help with upcoming fundraisers for FourTwelve — specifically Pancake Breakfasts — as well as to help with
FourTwelve Youth. Want to get involved? Email Kasi Treser at kbtreser@gmail.com
FourTwelve is our Youth Group at Mary, Queen of Peace
Students in 8th through 12th grades are invited to the
Youth Room each Wednesday at 7 p.m. FourTwelve Youth,
for 5th-7th grades, meets the last Thursday of each month
at 6:30 p.m.
Find more at www.maryqueenofpeace.org
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Annual Report: 2016-2017

T

Where we’ve been ...

he 2016-17 fiscal year was
about more
than dollars
and cents.
During those 12
months, we helped the
homeless (Family Promise), cared for the sick
(through our health ministry and the love and
care of our priests and
ministers to the homebound), visited the imprisoned (through our
outreach to St. Tammany
Parish Jail and the
Rayburn Correctional
Center), fed the hungry
(Samaritan Center collections), and gave faith,
hope and love wherever
and whenever we could
(witness the collections
for flooding victims and
gutting efforts to Baton
Rouge and Texas).
All of this was made
possible because of you,
the generous parishioners of Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church.
Your contributions are at
the heart of what makes
life possible for our parish community.
In the past fiscal year,
we were able to repair
the doors to our Parish
Center, clean out the
drainage ditch, pave the
parking lot in front of the
school, and buy new TVs
to assist in our Bible
studies and for the front
office, offering visitors a
glimpse into our vibrant
parish.

$400,000.00
$350,000.00

PARISH LOAN
BALANCE:
$0

$300,000.00
$250,000.00
$200,000.00
$150,000.00
$100,000.00
$50,000.00
$0.00
July 1, 2016: $347,261

June 30, 2017: $0

Debtfree
living
Since arriving at
Mary,
Queen of
Peace in
July 2014,
Fr. John
has made
it a priority to pay
off our
parish
debt.
Thanks
to the generosity of parishioners and because we received a portion of the settlement
from the BP oil spill, Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church is now debtfree.
Without having to pay interest each month, we will now have more to
devote to the needs of our parish. If you have any questions, contact Fr.
John at frjohn1992@gmail.com.
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Annual Report: 2016-2017
INCOME

Ordinary Income: $1,743,114.88

10%

3%
Weekly Envelopes: $1,512,239.27
Loose: $183,803.61
Christmas and holy day collection:
$47,072

87%

Extraordinary Income: $341,680.86

BP Settlement Portion: $193,745.60
5%

1%

9%

#iGiveCatholic: $8,083

3%

1%
Fleur de Fall: $77,000
22%

57%

Interest earned on tithing funds:
$2,690.11
Donations, legacies: $15,556.15
Clarion Herald subscriptions: $3,131

2%
Religious Education income:
$32,040
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Annual Report: 2016-2017
INCOME

Total Church Income: $2,091,434.77
Ordinary: $1,743,114.88

Extraordinary: $341,680.86

Money borrowed: $6,639.03

0%
16%

84%

Total Expenditures: $2,040,231.27

1%

17%
Personnel/Parish
Expenses/Assessments:
$1,682,921.59
Capital Expenditures: $10,048.19

82%
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Payment on Debt: $347,261.49

Annual Report: 2016-2017
EXPENDITURES

Personnel/Parish Expenses/Assessments:
$1,682,921.59
Personnel: $494,165.94

Sanctuary expenses: $34,731.89

Votives and religious goods: $5,114.28

Office costs: $45,424.76

Household expenses: $11,953.25

Utilities: $87,960.38

Janitorial supplies: $46,735.53

Automobiles expenses: $14,400

Ordinary repairs: $85,992.13

Miscellaneous expenses$57,146.84

Social Welfare: $70,163.28

Religious Education expenses: $50,855.66

School Financial Support: $287,452.35

Insurance: $47,988.80

Interest paid on debt: $6,859.78

Archdiocesan Assessment: $318,188

Clarion Herald Subscription: $17,788.72

1%
19%
29%
0%
3%

17%

3%
5%
3%

3%
4%

3%

5%

2%
0%
1%

1%
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Annual Report: 2016-2017

Archdiocesan Second Collections: $95,256
Peter's Pence: $5,208

Catholic Charities: $6,523

Holy Land: $4,780

Black and Indian Home Mission: $5,775

Catholic Communciations: $4,301

Campaign for Human Development:$4,874.50

Retirement Fund for Religious: $11,476

World Mission: $20,666

Catholic Relief Services: $7,120

Other Extra-Diocesan Collections: $24,532.50

5%

26%

7%
5%
6%
5%

7%

5%
12%
22%

Funds In Archdiocesan Accounts:
$183,964.60
Money on Deposit: $119,156.93

De posited for Tithing Fund: $64,807.67

35%

65%
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Annual Report: 2016-2017

Where we
are ...

W

e continue to be a welcoming parish
community where all are invited to
encounter Jesus and witness with
joy. In the past fiscal year, 101 families registered with Mary, Queen of Peace. Some
families have moved, while several of our longtime parishioners have passed away. We are a
parish family always in flux.
A year ago in November, we welcomed a new
youth minister, and our youth group is booming,
thanks to Elise and William Bennett. This fiscal
year, we hired a new religious education assistant,
Marysa Alvarez, who is leading a new Young Adult
Ministry. We are reaching out to our young

Where we’re going ...
“MQP has so many wonderful servants
for Christ and we always pray for others
to join us in service to His Church.
Anyone who hears His call and chooses
to serve Him with a willing heart,
full of His love, receives such spiritual,
emotional and physical enrichment
in their lives. We are so fortunate
to have pastors, past and present,
who recognize our desires
to serve the Lord and who help guide us in the
best way we can serve.”
Sandy Dombrowski
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
& Meals and More
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T

he Pastoral Council at Mary,
Queen of Peace is looking at
the Synod priorities for the
Archdiocese of New Orleans
to see how we can incorporate those
priorities into our parish life.
For instance, Vocations awareness is
one of the Archdiocese priorities, and
Mary, Queen of Peace has begun praying the vocations prayer before each
Mass. We are also looking into other
ways to encourage prayers and action
for fostering vocations to the priesthood and religious life, especially from
our parish family.
In addition, Family Life is a priority
of the synod, and we are looking at
strengthening resources for our families so that all can be encouraged to
strengthen marriages and foster the
faith in the home.
For more information, contact
Pastoral Council President Cherie
Erkel at cherieandc@bellsouth.net

Annual Report: 2016-2017

Unpacking the pie: A numbers game
Annual Giving Per Family:
2016-2017*
2%
0%
4% 2% 1%

0 - 931
$1 to $100: 182

11%
43%

$101 to $500: 367
$501 to $1000: 238

11%

$1001 to $2000: 239
$2001 to $3000: 87
17%

$3001 to $4000: 48

9%

$4001 to $5000: 23
$5001 to $10000: 38
More than $1000: 8

* Based on envelopes, checks, and electronic giving

Y

ou might look at this pie and wonder about the big
blue slice.
There are certainly people who cannot give to the
regular collection. On the other hand, the total
number of families who contributed something in the last
fiscal year totals 1,230, which seems close to our weekly
Mass attendance. In other words, those of you who do attend Mass give and give generously. You make life possible
in our community of faith!
Back to that big blue slice: Many in that number may no
longer be parishioners at Mary, Queen of Peace. With that in
mind, and also to make sure we serve you better, Mary,
Queen of Peace will begin an effort to clean up our census
data.
Beginning in November, you can stop after Mass to pick
up your registration forms so that you can check the information, make any changes, and return so corrections can be
made in our database.
We will sort registration forms alphabetically, so watch
the bulletin and website to find out when your number
(letter!) is up.
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“I love that at MQP all voices are heard
and that our leaders are clearly doing
God’s work.”
Cherie Erkel,
Pastoral Council President
“I love MQP
because it feels like
home. The parishioners make me feel
part of a bigger
Christian family.”

“Everyone is filled
with such love! It
truly felt like a
family the first
time I stepped in
the doors.”

Allan Couvillion,
Weekend Lector
Leader

Elise Bennett
Youth Director

School News

Our Catholic school is cool!
Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
School is a place
where students
Learn, Laugh,
Play, and Pray
every day! From
Peace Pride Popsicle Parties, to
our opening
school Mass honoring the Queenship of Mary, to
new work on
communication
skills, to the installation of our
Student Council,
just to name a
few highlights!
Find out more
about MQPCS on
our website:
www.mqpcs.org
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Blessed are the poor: Serving those in need
1 Peter 4:10: As each one has received a gift,
minister it to one another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God.
The St. Vincent de Paul Society at Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church leads women
and men to join together to grow spiritually
by offering person-to-person service to those
who are needy and suffering.
The 34 active embers assist those in need
with utility bills, rent, mortgages and more.
For the third quarter of 2017, we provided
assistance to 12 individuals in the amount of
$13,803.67.
In keeping with the mission of the Society,
we make no distinction in those we serve, for
in them Vincentians see the face of Christ. We
serve all those within our church parish
boundaries, whether Catholic or not, and
reach out to like-minded neighboring conferences and organizations in collaborative community partnerships that maximize resources
for those seeking our help.
This past quarter we used this model to
multiply much needed financial assistance for
a deserving client.
The process, called twining, engages others
with common awareness and defined goals in
a joint endeavor to pool assets and professional skills in order to foster broader goals
and outcomes for the benefit of individuals in
need.
This collaborative partnership responded
generously to the client’s needs, committing a
total of $2,771.
Specifically, partners include St. Jane Chantal (Abita); First Baptist Church, Slidell; St.

Every year, the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul’s Conferences of the Archdiocese of
New Orleans nominate a representative
who exemplifies the essential elements of a
Vincentian: Spirituality, Friendship and Service. This year’s nominee from Mary,
Queen of Peace was Ann Volz, Secretary.

Genevieve (Slidell); St. Peter’s
(Covington); Church of The King.
We are thankful for the good will
and spirit of charity, humility and
sharing demonstrated by our partners.
In the same spirit of collaboration, new MQP St. Vincent de Paul
members, Tony Chimento, Susan
Daigle, Gwen Dykes, John Englehardt, Carol Holland, Ida Knapp, D.J.
Latino, Randy Marcks, Fay Rice,
Michael St. Germain, Ed Salo, Dawn
Skinner and Felice Warren attended a Society orientation, conducted by Sister Teresa Daly, in
charge of SVDP formation for the
Archdiocese.
The orientation opened a doorway to come together as friends
and share our Vincentian spirit
with members of the SVDP community.
About eight months ago, a joint
venture was formed on the Northshore between St. Vincent de Paul

conferences, Catholic Charities
and Catholic Social Apostolates.
The venture is called The Stepping Stones Ministry.
Stepping Stones builds on
the current St. Vincent de Paul
conference model of responding to an immediate need but
extends it further to address
the “root causes” of those
needs.
In doing so, long-term strategies are developed to assist the
individual in being able to
properly manage their situation.
Mary, Queen of Peace and St.
Vincent de Paul will keep you
informed about the progress of
this recent partnership.
If interested in additional
information, please contact
Jimmy Dykes, St. Vincent de
Paul president for Mary, Queen
of Peace, at:
jimmydykes43@gmail.com.

Celebrating Life: 90 years
The Naim widows group had a special birthday
luncheon recently for some members who were
turning 90. From left seated: Doris Boudreaux,
Alice Childress, Marie Manuel; from left, standing:
Evelyn McGee and Pat Garcia. The Naim group
gathers monthly for lunch. For information, contact Marsha Davis at litlnurs@bellsouth.net
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Youth
Lector
scholarship
Paulette Madrigal, who is now
a freshman at Louisiana State
University, received the second annual youth lector scholarship from Fr. John in August.
“When Paulette first received her award my first instinct was to cry,” said her mother, Petra. “I was thankful to God for
taking special notice towards Paulette. As this was going on I began
praying to God that this is only the beginning of all the services
Paulette will accomplish in the future. Thank you to all the Mary
Queen parishioners for everything.”
For her part, Paulette was very appreciative.
“I was surprised but at the same time, I was very grateful to both
God and the community for such an important recognition,” she said.
“The scholarship was the greatest shock of all; it touched my heart in
a way that could not be put into words. The first thing that passed
through my mind when I received the scholarship money was that I
would be able to have enough money to go on a medical mission trip
to Guatemala and help people without healthcare. I would like to
thank God and the parishioners of Mary Queen of Peace for this. The
gratefulness that I feel is just something that cannot be put into
words.”
Many thanks to all who made the scholarship possible.

New bibs for new Catholics
A group of talented seamstresses partnered with a generous parishioner’s business to create new Baptismal
bibs for the little ones being baptized at Mary, Queen
of Peace Catholic Church. Fr. Jared Rodrigue, above,
blessed the new Baptismal bibs as the ladies worked
on them over the summer.

Hispanic
Ministry
A few changes have been made to the Spanish
Prayer Group. These changes help align our ministry with the goals of the archdiocese. The Mary,
Queen of Peace Spanish Prayer Group will be renamed the Hispanic Ministry and will be led by
Sister Marina Aranzabal. The Hispanic Ministry
plans to focus on formation classes, offering English as a Second Language (ESL) classes, helping
those in need in our community and helping with
various events.

The Hispanic Ministry plans their upcoming events for this year.
From left to right are: Amalia Fitzpatrick, Elizabeth Ryan, Adriana
Echavarria, Herlinda Henao, Claudia Sandoval, Anna Kjorling, Ida
Estopinal, Angela Casteneda, Ana Rodriguez, Sr. Marina Aranzabal,
Petra Madrigal and Angel Casteneda.

For those interested in more information about the Hispanic Ministry, please call Sister Marina Aranzabal at
985-630-7130 or Adriana Echavarria at 985-373-4383.
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Formed in Faith: Confirmation, PSR, RCIA

he Parish School of Religion
(PSR) kicked off in September with a Mass celebrated
by Fr. John, with students,
parents and teachers entering into
the 2017-2018 Religious Education
school year with a celebration of the
Eucharist.
Fr. John reminded parents to lead
the way in their example of faith for
their children. Teachers, parents and
students were given special blessings as Mass came to a close. Jewell
Bayhi, Director of Religious Education for MQP, reminds parents that
volunteers are always welcome, as
teachers, substitute teachers, and car
Our Confirmation students had a
line helpers.
great, spirited retreat in SeptemThis year, there are 87 confirmaber. Many thanks to all who
tion candidates, and more than 600
coordinated the weekend, which
students in PSR.
brought the students closer
Anyone who wants to volunteer to
together and closer to God.
help with PSR is asked to call or
Confirmation was scheduled to
email the Parish School of Religion at
take place October 24.
(985) 674-9794 or
jbayhi@maryqueenofpeace.org. For
questions regarding class times or to
view the PSR calendar for this school
year, visit http://
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/psr.
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