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FourTwelve:
Alive!
and Thriving

MISSION OF LOVE

By Amy Bouton

W

hile most of us were observing Memorial Day weekend,
members of FourTwelve
were headed out on a mission trip to LaPryor, Texas. At the behest of
Sister Marina, the crew geared up to lead a
retreat for a
group who
deeply needed an
influx of young,
faithful soldiers
to reignite their
passion for their
Catholic faith, and to help them prepare to
receive the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of
Confirmation.
The group traveled to Uvalde, a town
near LaPryor, and home to a chapter of
Teresian Sisters who played host to our
group. They prepared for many weeks in
advance to deliver the retreat — Alive! — to
this community of teens who longed for
something to reignite their faith. “We were
sent there to revive their youth group,” said
See Page 9

The Mary, Queen of Peace mission team at the Father Beiting Appalachian Mission
Center on July 10. Front from left, Gretchen Dum, Gabby Berger, Madeline Saucier, Ella
Sperier, Mary Dum, and Maria Dum; back, Father John Tran, Patrick Saucier, Steve
Sperier, David Amort, Curtis Zuckerman, Lily Livaudais, and Mary Landry.

N

ine teenagers, four
adults, 1,600 miles
(roundtrip), and
plenty of beef jerky.
That's the short story of a
summer mission trip organized
by our pastor, Father John Tran.
The longer story is this:
About this time last year, Father
John was trying to decide what
to raise money for through
#iGiveCatholic, the online giving

day organized by the Catholic
Foundation each November.
Since he has a great desire to
help young people (and all people) grow in their faith, Father
John wanted to organize a mission trip for youth. With the help
of three other adult chaperones –
Steve Sperier, Maria Dum, and
Madeline Saucier – as well as
$8,000 in contributions, plans
See Page 15

Stewards of the Month
June: Everett and Kay Bonner

May: Nicole Johnson

N

E

icole Johnson went
through RCIA in 2014
and has embraced
her newfound Catholic faith with passion and purpose.
She helps coordinate Vacation
Bible school, is a lector, a Bible Study leader, Family
Life coordinator and helps in the school in many
ways—in the Cougars Den and Mother/Son night in
particular.
“At the risk of sounding cliché, in serving, I gain
much more than I give!” she said.
“When I am doing God's work and using the gift the
Holy Spirit has given me, I feel the closest to God. Serving is my own personal glimpse into heaven, born from
the love I have for the One who created me and then
sent his Son to become my Savior!”
Nicole said she wants “everyone to experience the
joy I experience in my relationship with Jesus, therefore, I try to go and make disciples.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed to have a steward of
God’s gifts sharing them so generously.
Nicole and her husband, Brad, have three children:
Andee, Brady and Caden Johnson.

verett
and Kay
Bonner
have been
parishioners at
Mary, Queen of
Peace for many
years, and they
have embraced a
life of stewardship,
sharing their gifts
in many ways, with no desire to be recognized.
Everett and Kay are part of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society, volunteer with Family Promise,
and do much more.
“All I can say that we have always wanted to
help others since we were in high school,”
Everett said. “From teaching CCD while in high
school, to teaching CCD at St. Andrew the
Apostle Church, being on the Religion Board
and Parish Boards of St. Andrew’s and moving
to MQP to be Eucharistic Ministers to patients
in the hospitals, to helping with SVDP and
Family Promise. We just want to help others in
any way that we can.”
Many have been helped by the Bonners, or
more accurately, by the love of God they so
willingly and joyfully share.

A good steward:

July: David Amort






Receives God’s gifts
gratefully
Cherishes and tends them
responsibly
Shares them in justice and
love
Returns them with increase
to the Lord

If you have a nominee for
Steward of the Month, please
contact Karen Baker in the
parish office at 985-202-0232
or email
kbaker@maryqueenofpeace.org

D

avid Amort and his father,
Robert, have been serving as
ushers at 6 p.m. Mass each Sunday for several years.
David said he started helping his dad
with usher duties about three years ago.
“I thought, well that looks like fun,” he
said, and so he now faithfully helps people to their pews, takes up the collection,
and hands out bulletins at the end of
Mass.
A student at Mandeville High, David
enjoys helping parishioners at Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church, and Mary, Queen of Peace is
grateful that David is learning about good stewardship at such a
young age.
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Counting A New Blessing

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church welcomed Fr. Jared
Rodrigue as our new parochial
vicar on July 3. Parishioners
were able to greet him after weekend
Masses July 8-9. Fr. Jared grew up at St.
Charles Borromeo in Destrehan and was ordained for the Archdiocese of New Orleans
on June 3. Welcome, Fr. Jared! We look forward to journeying with you in faith.

Knights News
The 3rd Degree Knights of Columbus held its installation in June for 2017
-2018. Mike Cradeur will be taking over as Grand Knight from Stephen
Fradella, top right. After the installation, a dinner was held in the Mary,
Queen of Peace School cafeteria. In addition to many other awards, Harry
Ryan and his family were selected as Family of the Year, at right.
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Fr. John:
25 Years & Counting

I

t has been a
year of celebrating all
sorts of things
at Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church! In May, we
honored Sr. Marina
for 50 years (see
Page 6); at the end
of June, we said goodbye to Fr. Ian Bozant (see Page 5); and in early June, we congratulated Fr. John
on 25 years as a priest. Since coming to Mary, Queen of Peace in July 2014, Fr. John has showed us
what it means to live as humble servants of the Lord, and we are grateful! We are also grateful that
some of Fr. John’s friends and co-workers from St. Joan of Arc in LaPlace, his former parish, attended
the Mass and reception on June 4.
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Saying farewell
to Fr. Ian

Photos
by Gene
Lescale

Parting was sweet sorrow for Mary, Queen
of Peace and Fr. Ian Bozant, who served as
our first-ever parochial vicar from July
2014 through the end of June 2017. Fr. Ian
said goodbye the weekend of June 24-25,
and we held a reception on June 25 so all
could say thank you to a good and holy
priest. Fr. Ian, who now serves at St. Patrick’s, will always be a part of our family.
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Celebrating Sr. Marina’s
50th Anniversary

Mary, Queen of Peace honored Sr. Marina
Aranzabal on her 50th anniversary as a Teresian
sister with Mass and a reception on May 7. Fr.
Ronnie Calkins, above, gave the homily, and Fr.
John led Sr. Marina in a renewal of her vows.
Photos by Gene Lescale
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Honoring our
Blessed Mother

F

r. Ian Bozant coordinated
a beautiful May crowning
for the school, with seventh-graders taking part
in many roles, and with our second-graders—who had recently
made their First Communion—
processing with banners and rose
petals.
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A

nother
year, another 7th
grade …
Here we are at the
beginning of a new
school year, and we
will miss our students who left at
the end of 7th
grade in May.
Meanwhile, we
look forward to a
new class of leaders! And we are
keeping an eye on
our little ones, who
are growing up
quickly.

Christian Living
Award
At the end of the school year,
two students from each grade
were chosen to receive the Christian Living Award. Congratulations! Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic School is working hard
to form disciples of Christ.
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Youth on fire for the Lord: ‘Beyond Beautiful’
From Page 1

Elise Bennett, FourTwelve Youth Director.
“They have no youth program and little
youth leadership. The youngest adult there
is about 70.”
While Elise and her husband Will, the Assistant Youth Director (in a volunteer capacity), mapped out the retreat, the four youth
members who attended prepared to do
something they had never done before.
“These kids had to learn to be vulnerable,
to open themselves up to the Holy Spirit and
learn to minister,” Elise noted. “They each
prepared talks, offered prayer ministry, peer
ministry, and participated in and offered
spiritual formation. It was all about being a
servant —about the washing of the feet.”
Elise recounts that as the LaPryor kids got
more involved and saw their peers — kids
their own age — enthusiastic and on fire
with the Holy Spirit, the walls broke down.
“They were more receptive than we realized,” she recalls. “We were so blessed to
watch it happen. I was really proud of all of
our team,” she says. “They offered up a part
of their hearts in a different way and it was
beautiful.”
“Every time I doubt that God can move in
people, he does more. What came out of it
was beyond beautiful.”
The kids in LaPryor weren’t the only beneficiaries of the fruits of this trip. The four
adults — Sister Marina, Elise, Will and
Bridget Price, as well as four members of
FourTwelve — Claire Burns, Reagan
Hightower, Blake Bollinger and Bradley Bouton — formed a lasting connection with one
another. “When you serve and you give,
Christ creates a community of love,” Elise
says. “It creates a foundation of a family. It
amazes me what God can do in just a few
days.”
The Youth are Now
The first Sunday of each month at 6 p.m.
brings with it an opportunity for our youth

Youth Director Elise Bennett, her husband William, and Sr. Marina led a
youth mission trip to LaPryor, Texas, Memorial Day weekend.

to engage in the mystery of the Mass in an even deeper and
more connected way. At this, the youth mass, members of
FourTwelve serve as ushers, lectors and members of the
choir. They sit together as a group, so that they can worship
together as a group.
“Our youth must walk alongside us and be a part of the
mass,” says Elise. “They are not the future of the church; they
are now for the church. This Mass makes them feel like
they’re a part of something.”
The rest of the congregation is welcomed in through the
projectors on each side of the church that allow for complete
participation not only in the readings, but in the worship music as well.
See next page
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Alive and thriving
From previous page

“I continue to be amazed at how open and receptive Mary, Queen of Peace is. The kids really like the
community aspect of this Mass,” says Elise. “We
have had great feedback, and this is important because this is also an outreach tool for us, to let other
kids know that they can be a part of FourTwelve,
especially if they know nothing about it.”
Elise stresses that the youth Mass is still evolving
and that it is a work in progress that will continue to
get better. “We want a testament to youth group. We
want to find the kids and plug them into parish life.
We would like to have even more youth participation, more ushers, more lectors, and eventually
more Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion.
We want to plug them in wherever we can.”
What does FourTwelve Need?
FourTwelve needs young adult volunteers to come
and assist with Youth Group. These are adults—
married or single—who do not have children in
youth group but who would like to help carry out
the ministry and mission of the group.
To learn more about how to join or help with
FourTwelve visit www.maryqueenofpeace.org/
fourtwelve or contact Elise at
ebennett@maryqueenofpeace.org. To engage with
FourTwelve on social media subscribe to their YouTube Channel, Facebook Page, Instagram, Twitter
and Snapchat at: @mqp412.

FourTwelve (8th-12th grade) meets every Wednesday in
the youth room at 7 p.m. FourTwelve Youth (5th to 7th
grade) meets the last Thursday of the month.
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We’ve got some
winning ways
at MQP

Springtime is always award time in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans. Mary, Queen
of Peace Catholic Church has several parishioners who were honored. At top, the Youth Awards were handed
out at St. Louis Cathedral. Reagan Hightower is pictured with Archbishop Gregory Aymond and the St. Timothy Award, the highest award given to youth. Top right, other Youth Award recipients are pictured: Fr. Ian Bozant, Curtis Zuckerman, Reagan Hightower, Gretchen Dum, Patrick Napier, Lynne Young (parent award), and
Youth Directors Elise and William Bennett. Curtis Zuckerman also received the Altar Server of the Year Award
and is pictured with Fr. John. Finally, usher leader Larry Saunders and retired volunteer Shirley Birrcher are
pictured with Archbishop Aymond after receiving the Order of St. Louis IX Medallion, the highest honor given
to the laity in the archdiocese. Congratulations to all!
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Some Dates to Save!
October 7:
Fleur de Fall
parish and
school fundraiser. Starting
at 6 p.m. It’ll
be a roaring
good time!
Check the
website for
details.

August 19-20 after all
Masses: Ministry Fair in
the Cafeteria. Come see how
you can make a difference in your
parish community!

August 16: Encountering Christ Evening of Prayer
with Sr. Judy Gomila. We will continue our Encountering Christ journey in the fall, starting with a light
dinner and evening of reflection with Sr. Judy Gomila at
6:45 p.m. in the school cafeteria. Please RSVP on our
website. All are welcome!

Journeying toward Jesus and the Church

B

eth Hornsby became a Catholic at the Easter
Vigil in April, and she feels compelled to
share with others the power of the Eucharist
in her life.
“I have been humbled by the experience,” she says.
A mother of four young children, Beth’s journey to
the Catholic faith took her in directions she never expected, she says. Her mother was Catholic but had
been away from the Church — though she always
loved the Church — until about five years ago. When
Beth accompanied her mother to Mass a few years
ago, she experienced the power in the liturgy and she
felt called to find out what had touched her heart.
She said she begin having dreams of trying to reach
out to Jesus, but his back was always to her. When she
and her husband and family moved to Mandeville last

year, she decided to go through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. The journey led her to commit herself
to becoming Catholic, and it is a decision she said has
changed her life. “I knew where my heart was leading
me,” she said. “I went on a search and I was not settled
until I came to the Catholic Church.”
When she dreams of Jesus now, she said, she sees His
face, because she has encountered the power of the
Eucharist. “You cannot see His face fully without the
Eucharist.”
The next RCIA class begins in September. If you are
interested in becoming Catholic, or if you are a Catholic
in need of sacraments, contact Jewell Bayhi
jbayhi@maryqueenofpeace.org
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Vacation Bible School

We had a great Vacation Bible School in June! Thanks to our wonderful volunteers and to the children who
came to learn more about the God who created them for love and built them for a purpose! PSR registration
begins in August. Please check the bulletin and website for more information.

St. Vincent de Paul: Working For the Poor

A

t all Masses on April 22 and 23, members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
addressed the parishioners of MQP with
a two-fold purpose: first, educating our
parishioners on the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
and its mission; and, second, recruiting new members. The response to both was phenomenal. We
heard from so many who were completely unfamiliar with SSVdP, and many who had no idea
where the money “For the Poor” (monthly envelope) was used.
As a result, we are now the second largest conference in the entire archdiocese. We have 29
members, 16 of whom are new recruits. The 13
original members include: Richard Ainsworth
(Past President), Everett Bonner, Kay Bonner, Brophy Boudreaux, Mike Dum (1st Vice President),
Jimmy Dykes (President), Richard Jeansonne, Ann
Kizzier, Clay LeJuene (Treasurer), Tom Sheehy,
Greg St. Angelo (2nd Vice President), Trisha St. Angelo (Past Treasurer) and Ann Volz (Secretary).
The 16 new members are as follows: Mike Artell,
13

Bebe Babst, Don Boudreaux, Joan Chifici, Tony
Chimento, Susan Daigle, Bonnie Drude, Rick
Drude, Gwen Dykes, John Englehardt, Carol Holland, Ida Knapp, Fay Rice, Ed Salo, Dawn Skinner
and Felice Warren.
As announced at the Masses of April 22 and 23,
the SSVdP assists the poor and those in need
with such things as utility bills, rent, mortgages,
and more. We serve all those within our church
parish boundaries, whether Catholic or not.
For the first quarter of 2017, we provided assistance to 16 individuals in the amount of
$10,175. In the second quarter, as of June 15 we
have provided assistance to 9 individuals in the
amount of $4,764.
In keeping with the mission of the SSVdP, we
make no distinction in those we serve, for in
them Vincentians see the face of Christ.
If interested in additional information, please
contact Jimmy Dykes at
jimmydykes43@gmail.com.
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Hispanic
Ministry

A

bout 70 members of the Hispanic
ministry, led by Sister Marina Aranzabal, participated in the Stations of
the Cross at the Teresian Center in
Covington on Good Friday, below. In April,
members of the Spanish Prayer Group concluded their last faith formation class for the
year, right. During the year the prayer group
studied the catechism. The Prayer Group celebrated Sister Marina’s 50th Anniversary on
May 12, with Father Angel Diaz celebrating
Mass, followed by a light meal and cake. For
those interested in more information about the Spanish Prayer Group, please call Petra Madrigal at 985-8670944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.
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Steve Sperier’s
group installed
subflooring in
a trailer home.
Pictured with
the homeowners are Curtis
Zuckerman,
Gretchen Dum,
Patrick Saucier
and Gabby
Berger.

David Amort and Mary Landry do windows.

Mission of Love
From Page 1

were made for a summer mission trip.
Destination: the Fr. Beiting Appalachian
Mission Center in Louisa, Ky., which assists local residents with food, home repairs, and other needs.
Nine teenagers eagerly signed up, and
the mission team hit the road on July 8,
taking two days and plenty of snacks
(including a crowd favorite – beef jerky)
to reach their destination. When the team
returned to Mary, Queen of Peace on July
16, everyone agreed that the trip was an
eye-opening experience; they shared stories of installing windows, repairing
floors, fending off hogs, and forging
friendships with each other, the families
they helped, and their pastor, who came
to be known as “Papa John.” (He was the
one who supplied never-ending snacks.)
“The trip was amazing,” said Gabby
Berger, 16. “I got to meet so many new
people and help others in a way that I
have never been able to before.”
Gabby, a student at Mandeville High,
said she was touched by the kindness of
the family they met. “The thing that was
the most surprising to me was the happiness and generosity of the people we
were helping. They gave us things when
they didn't have anything themselves.”

Lily Livaudais with her window.

Gabby and the others in her
group helped install subflooring
in the trailer home of woman
named Linda. Although that re- Madeline Saucier and Mary Landry
pair seemed small compared to measure some Sheetrock.
the overall need, the time spent
with Linda and her family was a great experience, chaperone Steve
Sperier said. “It is not whether we fix the problem or not, it is just
that we are faithful and answer the call. I have thought a great deal
about poverty in general during and since the trip. I don’t have a
solution and probably never will, but we have to try. The work we
did on the trailer was putting a Band-Aid on a giant chest
wound. The trailer really needs to be replaced, but it will be
warmer and safer because of our efforts.”
The home of a resident named Emma Jean, meanwhile, now has
windows that don’t need duct tape to stay shut. “Emma Jean and her
family were so appreciative,” said Maria Dum, librarian at Mary,
Queen of Peace School, who was humbled by the fact that so many
in the area cannot read and yet are so well-informed. Dum was also
pleasantly surprised about how easy the teens made chaperone
duty. “They were phenomenal,” she said. “They were self-sufficient,
got up on time, and were ready to work.” Although the group memSee next page
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Encountering Christ in Kentucky
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bers did not know one another at the start,
they grew together throughout the week.
And the week was jam-packed. Each day
started with Mass at 7 a.m. at St. Jude Catholic
Church, followed by breakfast and then off to
the work site or food pantry. “It was lively
and exhausting,” said Curtis Zuckerman, 17, a
student at St. Paul’s School. “It was lively due
to the work and play, and for the same reasons it was exhausting.” After a day at work,
the group would go back to the mission center for dinner and games.
For some, the late-night games were a highlight, especially when “Papa John” got into the
middle of the fun. The games helped them
grow together, though all agreed they also
bonded through work and the time they
spent in prayer each day. “This experience
deepened my faith because it showed me
how people can have so little and still have an
extremely strong faith in God and His plan for
us,” Gabby said.

The summer mission
team learned much about
God’s plans and presence
on their trip, and they
came home with plenty of
stories to share. 14-yearolds Ella Sperier and Mary
Dum agreed that it was
amazing how everyone in
the area knew everyone else, even though the houses were
miles apart. It was also funny, in retrospect, how they ended
up at the wrong house at first and were chased by a hog.
Finally, Sperier said that he learned one thing with certainty
from this trip: “It would be very hard to outwork Father
John! He is a true servant and he leads by example.”
The pastor was always serving others, whether it was the
homeowners, the teenagers, the other mission groups, or anyone else, Sperier said. For his part, Father John couldn’t say
enough about his team:"I am so proud of them. We could not
have asked for a greater group of kids."
After 1,600 miles, five days filled with prayer and hard work,
and plenty of beef jerky, the nine teens and four adults grew
closer to one another, closer to the poor and, ultimately, closer
to the Lord.
It was a trip well worth “giving Catholic” to accomplish.
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