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A Tale of Three
Vocations

A New Creation

Golden, Silver,
and a beautiful start

L

ast year, Deacon Eddy Beckendorf
marked 25 years as a deacon,
serving the Lord with all of his
heart. We celebrated with him in
January of this year and are grateful that
he continues to serve our community.
Meanwhile, Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church has more vocations to celebrate
in 2017: The 50th jubilee of Sr. Marina
Aranzabal, STJ, our pastoral associate (join
us at 11:30 Mass on May 7), and the 25th
anniversary of Fr. John-Nhan Tran, our
pastor (we’ll have a little something at Coffee & Donuts after 9:30 Mass on June 4).
We are also overjoyed that Jenni Anderson, who spent time with us last summer
and whose mother, Martha, is a parishioner, has marked her first year as a Carmelite in Terre Haute, Indiana.
They all have beautiful stories to tell. So,
without further adieu, here is Sr. Marina:
50 years of blessings
As I reach my golden jubilee as a Teresian
sister, my heart is filled with joy and gratitude. I have experienced joy, peace, and
See Page 10
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Stewards of the Month

March: Amber Broussard

February: Stewart Shields

S

A

tewart Shields became involved with Mary Queen of
Peace Parish after the birth
of his children. With a
chuckle in his voice, he admits he
loved the new cry rooms in the new
church. That being said, he said he
was hooked as a new parishioner.
The pastor at the time, Fr. Ronnie
Calkins, approached Stewart, to participate in the Fleur-deFall sponsorship committee. His participation eventually led to co-chairing the even last year. Stewart
helped with the graphics and printing as well as many
aspects of the event.
He is also involved in the Haiti Ministry and hopes
to travel with group one day to serve our brothers and
sisters at St. Benoit.
Stewart was baptized at St. Pius X Church in New
Orleans by his maternal uncle, Fr. Donald LaDet, who
was at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Raceland. He attend Jesuit High School, in New Orleans.
Stewart is active in the community, as well. He has
served for three years on the board for The St Tammany Chamber of Commerce. He and his lovely wife,
Katie, are very busy and involved with their three children’s many activities as well.
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed to have Stewart and
his family as part of our family.

S

April: Lori Sperier

teve and Lori Sperier have been parishioners at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church for many years. Their daughters, Emma and Ella, take part in FourTWelve and in PSR. Lori, an artist and graphic
designer, helped design and produce our 25th
anniversary book in 2013.
She also created our parish logo and teaches in PSR.
She is always generously sharing her gifts because, as
she said, she loves this parish community.
“What I love about Mary, Queen of Peace are the parishioners, the diversity of priests, and the many ministries that MQP offers, something for every age parishioner. Our girls are teenagers and the FourTwelve
youth group has been phenomenal!”

mber Broussard is very involved with Mary Queen of
Peace Church and
School, not only as a
mother but as a dedicated volunteer
in many, many ways - countless
ways. She has a vibrant and joy-filled
nature that is one of the gifts she
shares so generously.
Amber and her husband became parishioners of
Mary, Queen of Peace in 2006. Her three children were
baptized here, as well. Amber is now a stay at home
mom, which she said she sincerely treasures. She previously had a career for nine years in public service.
She is most dedicated to MQP, participating in the
Fleur-de-Fall silent auction and Vacation Bible School,
both for four years. She is super excited when she
speaks about her invested time in these ministries. One
can hear the joy she gives and receives, living as Christ
through these ministries.
Amber continues her mission, by contributing her
talents with the Teacher's Luncheon, the Christmas
Market, Grandparents' Day, the Book Fair, and more.
We are most thankful for Amber's giving heart and
talents, which help make Mary, Queen of Peace a vibrant community of faith.

Because MQP is a special place, she said, “I feel
called to share my time and talent because giving
of yourself makes a difference. God gives each and
every person a gift and talent.
“These talents should be used not only for ourselves and our families but also to help others in
our community, making Mary, Queen of Peace a
better place.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed that Lori
Sperier and her family (husband Steve is in diaconate formation) make our family of faith a much better place,
indeed.
If you have nominations for Steward of the Month, please
contact the parish office at 985-626-6977.
Thank you!
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Mary, Queen of Peace,
Pray for Us!
What does our statue-to-be tell us?

O

ne thing Fr. John Tran noticed when coming to Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church in July 2014 was that we
did not have a statue of our patroness on the property. Before too long, that will change!
A sculpture of Mary, Queen of Peace, based on the Ave Regina Pacis
(Hail, Queen of Peace) statue at St. Mary Major in Rome, is nearly
complete. The statue in Rome was commissioned by Pope Benedict
XV at the close of World War II to call for an end to conflict. In that
statue, the Blessed Mother holds out her hand as if to say: “Stop! No
more war!”
Our statue, financed by a generous donor, is being carved in Florence, Italy, by Cody Swanson, who has created beautiful works of liturgical art for churches throughout the United States.
Adapting the Ave Regina Pacis to soften some aspects, Swanson has
the Blessed Mother cradling Jesus in her right arm while holding an
olive branch in her left.
While the location for the statue is being decided, we can take some
time to ponder what Mary, Queen of Peace means to us. But first, we
might start with these questions: What does the Catholic Church
teach in regard to the mother of Jesus, and how can this teaching be
used to unite our parish around our patroness?
Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the Church
Although there is evidence of Christians asking for the Blessed
Mother’s intercession as early as the third century, including a
prayer, the Sub Tuum Praesidium, that addresses Mary as Mother of
God, theologians in the early Church were focused not so much on
Mary’s intercessory role as on her role “in the working out of God’s
redemptive plan.” Ignatius of Antioch, in the second century, was the
first to emphasize that Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary as part of
God’s salvific plan. His primary concern, theologians say, was to safeguard the actuality of the incarnation against heretics, but he was
also linking Mary and her miraculous conception with God’s redemptive purpose. Theologians continued to wrestle with the meaning of
Mary’s role in salvation while debating the nature of Christ in the
fourth and fifth centuries. For instance, the title “Mother of God” was
affirmed to solidify the nature of Christ.
The significance of Mary’s role, therefore, is that she opened her
heart to God with her “Yes” and gave birth to our redeemer, truly human and truly divine. As John Paul II states in Redemptoris Mater,
Mother of the Redeemer: “The dogma of the divine motherhood of
Mary was for the Council of Ephesus and is for the Church like a seal
upon the dogma of the Incarnation, in which the Word truly assumes
human nature into the unity of his person, without cancelling out that
3

nature.” The centrality of Christ in Mariology
was taken up at the Second Vatican Council
in Lumen Gentium, the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, which affirmed that
Mary plays a special role in the story of salvation, albeit a much different role than
Christ. The document encourages veneration
of the Blessed Mother and supports popular
piety but underlines the centrality of the
Word made flesh. The Mother is honored,
that is, in relation to her Son. Or as the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches:
“Mary's role in the Church is inseparable
from her union with Christ and flows directly from it. This union of the mother with
the Son in the work of salvation is made
manifest from the time of Christ's virginal
conception up to his death.” (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, 964).
Mary’s title “Mother of God” highlights
both her special role in salvation history as
well as the reality of the Son of God. Another
title, “Mother of the Church,” emphasizes
Mary’s role in giving birth not only to Jesus
but also to His Church. As Hans von Balthsar
said, “Mary’s yes makes possible the
Church.” As Mother of the Church, Mary
shows us the way along the path she has already completed. If we follow the way of
Mary, we will journey to the heart of Christ.
Continued on Page 4
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Our Mary, Queen of Peace

A change
at MQP

From Page 3

She who bore the Son of God has paved the way for each
of us to find our way to him, to encounter a transformational love. “In the meantime the Mother of Jesus, in the
glory which she possesses in body and soul in heaven, is
the image and beginning of the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to come. Likewise she shines forth on
earth until the day of the Lord shall come, a sign of certain hope and comfort to the pilgrim People of
God.” (CCC 972)

Fr. Ian Bozant,
right, who has
served Mary,
Queen of
Peace for the
past three
years, will begin his second
assignment as
a priest at St.
Patrick’s in
New Orleans
in July. We

A parish, a statue, and a mission
In light of what the Church teaches about the Blessed
Mother and our devotion to her, what can we draw from
the statue that will soon grace our campus? For one
thing, it seems important to remember that the statue is
not a statue of Mary by herself; she is seated, embracing
the child Jesus. In other words, the Queen of Peace holds
the Prince of Peace. She leads our eyes to him as she
humbly casts her eyes downward. Mary, the Mother of
God and Mother of the Church, invites us to contemplate
the Word made flesh, cradled in her arm. Mary, our
Mother and role model in faith, extends peace by offering peace and encouraging each of us to hold that peace
in our own hearts each day. Contemplating this statue, it
seems that Mary calls us to do and be many things. Here
are three:

thank him for all that he has done
for us and keep him always in our
prayers! Deacon Jared Rodrigue,
who will be ordained on June 3,
will serve as our new Parochial
Vicar. We look forward to welcoming him here in July.

of her love and that of her son. As Pope Francis tells us:
“She always listens to us, she is always close to us, and
being Mother of the Son, participates in the power of the
Son and in his goodness. We can always entrust the whole
of our lives to this Mother, who is not far from any one of
us.”
“Do whatever he tells you” (Jn 2:5). This Mary is the
Queen of Peace, and yet she is strong. She is strong in
knowing that her role is to bring us each closer to her son.
She is strong because, in her maternal love, she wants
each of us to listen to him, follow him, and heed his commands. Again, our Blessed Mother reminds us: “This is
not about me.” This service, this ministry, this Church and
parish we love is about the mission of Christ.
And so as we prepare for the unveiling and blessing of
Mary, Queen of Peace, let us consider how much she has
much to teach us: She teaches us humility and joy, patience and love. She teaches us, most importantly, to seek
and live God’s peace, incarnate in her son. As reported in
a Catholic News Service story in January 2015 on Pope
Francis:

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to
me according to your word.” (Lk 1:38): Mary shows us
the way of humility, of humble service to the Lord.
Mary’s humility calls us to answer God just as she did. As
St. John Paul II said: “The words ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord’ express the fact that from the outset
she accepted and understood her own motherhood as a
total gift of self, a gift of her person to the service of the
saving plans of the Most High.” In this statue, Mary asks
us to hold Jesus as she does, to remember that our life as
Catholics, our life as a parish, is not about us. Our life,
and that of our parish, is about Christ.

Everyone says they want peace, Pope Francis
said, but they continue to make war, even on
a small scale. “How many families, how many
communities — even parishes — are at war,”
he said. Describing Mary as the “queen of
peace,” the Pope said that during her earthly
life she knew difficulty, “but she never lost her
peace of heart, a fruit of having abandoned
herself with trust to the mercy of God. We ask
Mary, our tender mother, to point the whole
world to the sure path of love and peace”

“My spirit rejoices in God my savior” (Lk 1:47). Mary
reminds us that we are called to be people of joy, not
necessarily a noisy, raucous joy, but a peace-filled contentment, a sure knowledge that God “has visited and
brought redemption to his people” (Lk 1:68). Mary’s
gaze is serene, content. She embraces the Word and invites us to gaze upon him with joy. She invites us to rejoice in our encounter with Christ and to live joyfully the
Gospel message. She is always there for us, reminding us
4

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

Visiting
the imprisoned
Invited by the Prison Ministry, Fr. John recently celebrated Mass and heard confessions
for the Catholic congregation of approximately 75 men at the Rayburn Correctional
Center in Angie, LA.
His message was very well received and the
congregation has expressed a sincere request
for him to return at his earliest convenience.
The MQP Prison Ministry has been serving the
men at Rayburn Correctional since the beginning of 2005
by holding a
Communion
service and
Bible study
every other
Wednesday
evening for
the last 12
years.
The Congregation
has grown
from an initial 8 men to
current
level of over
70 men receiving the
message of
Christ's love and
forgiveness.
Members of the
Prison Ministry
are, at right, Sam
Burguieres, Tom
Schwaner, Jimmy
Dykes, and Mike
Holland. They are
pictured with Fr.
John and Deacon
Timothy Jackson.
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From Death to Life

M

Walking with Jesus

ary, Queen of Peace celebrated the most sacred time of
the Church year in April as we journeyed through Holy
Week. The washing of the feet at the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper on Holy Thursday, right, reminds us that Jesus
gives us a model to follow. The Mass also celebrates the institution of the Eucharist and the Priesthood. Below
right, students led us in an outdoor Way of the Cross on Good Friday, followed by the solemn Commemoration
of the Lord’s Passion. At the Easter Vigil on April 15, two of our RCIA members were baptized into new life in
Christ and others made a Profession of Faith to become full members of the Catholic Church.
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T

Notes from the choir

he Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church music ministry hosted OCP composer Timothy Smith for a
Reading Session on February
9. Organized by our music director, Lindsey Piattoly, the
evening drew a crowd of choir
members from throughout the
Archdiocese of New Orleans.
In addition to the visit from
Smith, Mary, Queen of Peace
was honored to be featured in
an OCP video which highlights
our use of the
Journeysongs
books during
Mass. You can see
the video on the
Music page of our
website.
Our choir was
also honored to
take part in the
Chrism Mass at St.
Louis Cathedral
during Holy Week.

Blood Drives: Thank you for being a lifesaver!
At Mary, Queen of Peace, we are surrounded by some of the
kindest, most generous and most selfless people I have
known. We would like to thank each of you who participate
in our Blood Drives. Without your blood donations, many
people in critical need of blood would die. Words cannot
express the appreciation all of you who unselfishly give so
that others might live. You are truly “lifesavers!
Since mid-2014, you have donated 277 pints of blood.
What you may not know is that when you donate blood, with
component processing, your donation helps as many as
three people for every pint you donate. That, my friends,
means that in less than three years, your blood donations
from MQP have helped as many as 831 people in critical
need of blood.
To update you on some of the lives and families your have
impacted in our Blood Replacement Drives:

ments for leukemia for 22 months. She has six more
months of treatments at Children’s Hospital in New Orleans. She is has been attending school regularly and is
doing well.
Blake Grice: Who just celebrated his second birthday and
is doing well. After two years, Blake has finally broken the
10-pound mark and is currently teething with six teeth
coming in. He has no need for additional surgeries at this
time.
Riley Rouyer: A five-month old from our own parish. He
was born with 11 medical conditions and spent 47 days at
Children’s Hospital. He just returned home in early April
and is doing well.
Our next Blood Drive is May 21. We hope to see you
there. If you are not able to donate at any of our Blood
Drives, you can always donate at The Blood Center on Hwy
22 (located on the left-rear side of the building that houses
the Rouse’s Supermarket).
- Andrew Greco, Blood Drive Ministry Leader

Sara Edler: A 9-year-old girl who has been receiving treat7
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FourTwelve:
It’s all
About
Youth!

E

lise and William Bennett have lit a fire under our FourTwelve
youth group.
They have engaged teens in
praise and worship; led them
in a parish service project
(notice the new
parking spaces
they uncovered!); treated
them to fun,
games, and
food; and got
through a rainy
Abbey Youth
Fest all the
stronger for the
experience.
FourTwelve
meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the
youth room, and Elise
and William always
have something special
in store.
Meanwhile, the FourTwelve Youth, for grades
5 through 7, meets the
last Thursday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. in
the Parish Center.
Parent volunteers are needed to provide meals.
Starting May 7, FourTwelve will be part of a monthly youth Mass,
with the music and homily geared toward youth, and with youth
taking on roles in the Mass such as lector, usher, greeter, and Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion.
As Elise says, this isn’t meant to keep any age group out – all are
welcome! – it is meant to let our young people know how important
they are to the life of our parish.
Questions about the youth group? Email Elise at
ebennett@maryqueenofpeace.org
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Catholic Women in
Action:
Day of Reflection
The Catholic Women in Action
presented a Lenten morning of
reflection in March. Dr. Jennifer Miller, center, of Notre
Dame Seminary, was the main
speaker.

Women’s Retreat: A closer walk with Jesus
On February 23, a group
of about eighty women
from Mary, Queen Peace
Parish gathered at the
Teresian Spirituality Center for a day of reflection.
The weather was beautiful and the grounds were
peaceful and that helped
the participants to enter
the retreat with a prayerful attitude. Msgr. Bill
Bilinsky developed the
theme: "A Closer Walk with Jesus.” He began by inviting
everyone to develop a closer relationship with the Lord.
This is a lifelong journey, he said, even if we are already
walking close to Jesus.
Life's situations change and we need to deal with life in
life's terms. Sometimes we find God in the blessings of life,
and when things get tough, we need to look for God
and ask him to help us. When we're worried, we need to
place our lives in the Lord's hands. God takes care of the
lilies of the field and the birds of the air, and he will surely
take care of us.
At the end of the morning of reflection, we had a beautiful Eucharistic celebration which ended with the song:
"Just a Closer Walk with Thee." Everyone returned home
renewed, refreshed, and with a greater desire to grow
closer to the Lord during Lent.
The Women's Spirituality group meets in the mornings for a 10 week session in the Fall and in the Spring
and sponsors two women retreats a year. All women parishioners are invited to join the weekly sessions or the
retreats. The Fall session will start in October. For more information ,contact Sr. Marina at
sistermarinastj@hotmail.com or 985-630-7130.
9
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A Sister’s Story: All for Jesus
From Page 1

love in my life in ways that can only be described as
pure gifts from God and from God’s people. Reflecting on these fifty years, I can see the Good
Shepherd leading me through peaks and valleys to
a place of rest, peace, and joy.
I grew up in San Sebastian, Spain, in a happy and
religious family. My father told me many Gospel
stories when I was a child, and once I made my
First Communion, Jesus became my best friend and
confidant.
In 6th grade, I learned the story of St. Damien of
Molokai and how he spent his life serving the lepers on the island until he himself died of the disease. Fascinated by his love and generosity, I resolved that once I grew older I would spend my life
serving Jesus and doing good for everyone. I
attended Catholic school and the Teresian Sisters
were my teachers. They helped me to pray with the
Gospels and to grow deeper in my relationship
with Jesus. I was very involved in Catholic Girl
Scouting and my summers were spent as a camp
counselor. I discovered that I enjoyed working with
younger children, teaching them to sing religious
songs and camp songs. Serving the poor and the
needy also brought great joy to my heart.
By the time I got to college, I began to wonder
whether marriage or life as a missionary would be
a better choice for me. The life of a missionary that
had looked so attractive as a child now appeared to
be very difficult. How could I be happy in a life that
demanded so much sacrifice? I attended a retreat
trying to discover God’s will for me. Following the
example of St. Ignatius, I considered the lives of the
great saints and I questioned myself: “If Francis
could do it… if Dominic could do it… if Ignatius
could do it… Could I do it?”
At the end of the retreat, I decided to trust the
pathway that God had shown me since my childhood and I entered the Teresian Sisters at age 19. I
was not sure that I would be happy as a sister, but I
decided to give it a try. The first two years in religious life were very difficult for me. I missed my
family, my friends, my boyfriend, my freedom to
come and go; camping trips, hikes in the mountains, sunsets at the beach, international travel …

Fr. John: 25 Years of
leading others to the Lord

F

r. John-Nhan Tran,
our pastor, was
ordained to the
priesthood on May
30, 1992 at St. Louis Cathedral. He has served the people of God in many areas of
the archdiocese, including
serving as parochial vicar at
Our Lady of Lourdes in Violet; Visitation of Our Lady in
Marerro; St. Angela Merici
in Metairie; Our Lady of Divine Providence in Kenner;
and pastor at St. Louise de
Marillac in Arabi; St.
Bonaventure in Avondale;
St. Joan of Arc in LaPlace; and now here at Mary, Queen of
Peace.
When Fr. John came to MQP in July 2014, he told parishioners: “Wherever I am assigned, I desire nothing more
than for the parishioners to know that God loves them and
desires to have an intimate relationship with them.”
See next page

See next page
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Sr. Marina: 50 years of blessings
From Page 9

Everything I had known was gone!
All I had was Jesus! Would Jesus be
enough for me? I feared being unhappy, but I knew Jesus would not
want me to be unhappy. After two
years in the convent, I decided to ask
Jesus to show me the way.
Quietly, in my heart, I found the
answer: “Yes! Jesus could be enough
for me! He would show me to love
the way he loved, to care the way he
cared: to welcome the sick, the poor,
the lonely and the unwanted the way
he did, to rejoice with those who
were happy and to weep with those
who were suffering.”
The road would not be easy, but
taking St. Teresa of Jesus as my role
model, I asked Jesus to let me walk
by his side on life’s journey.
On May 3, 1967, I took my first
vows as a Teresian Sister. I volunteered to go to Africa as a missionary, but I was sent to the United
States to work with children and
youth. I was a little disappointed
with my transfer but I accepted it.
My parents were very supportive.
My mother had been praying that I
would not be sent to Africa to work
with leprosy patients, so she was
very happy. I have no doubt that God
listened to her prayers.
I arrived in New Orleans in August
1967, and I have spent 44 years of
my life working in the Archdiocese
of New Orleans as a teacher, youth
minister, music minister, vocation

director, campus minister, pastoral
counselor, spiritual director, and just
being present to those who need a
friend or a confidant. I visited
Hansen’s Disease Center in Carville, La., for
many years and my dream of ministering to leprosy patients came true. I have
visited prisoners on death row and
found the face of Jesus in their worried faces. I have had the privilege to
meet my brothers and sisters in Nicaragua and Haiti and give and receive love
from those who are poor in material
things but rich in faith and trust in
God. These were short trips but my
missionary spirit was rekindled at
every trip. It was said of Jesus that
“he went about doing good”(Acts
10:38) and I have attempted to do good
wherever I have been sent.
Following Jesus as a consecrated
woman in the Society of St. Teresa of
Jesus has allowed me to grow in my relationship with Jesus and the Body of
Christ, to love people the way Jesus
loves, to walk closely with Jesus at my
side and to live in hope, for the future is
in God’s hands.
When I was young I wondered if I
could be happy as a consecrated
woman. Now, fifty years later, I can say
that I have given much love and I have
received even more love. I have lived a
wonderful and meaningful life and I am
very grateful to God and to all the people who have gifted me with their love
and friendship through the years.
Thanks be to God!

Fr. John: Serving others in the name of Jesus
From Page 9

This was never more evident than
when
he donated his kidney to anIn his almost three years here, Fr.
John has been a blessing, reminding us other priest in August 2015. Fr. John
truly gives of himself to others and
always of God’s love, calls us to share
teaches us all to do the same. We thank
that love, and lives out that love in
God for our good and humble pastor!
every moment of his life.
11

Meet Sr. Angela
(aka Jenni)
Mary, Queen of Peace said
goodbye to Jenni Anderson
last Easter as she moved to
Terre Haute, Indiana, to
follow a call to serve the
Lord in a Carmelite cloistered community.
One year later, Jenni is
now Sr. Angela of the Sacred Heart, following the
“clothing ceremony” that
made her a full member of
the order, according to her
mother, Martha Osborne, a
parishioner here.
“She is incredibly happy;
her joy just overflows,”
Martha said of her daughter. “She loves working in
the orchards and the gardens, and she cares for an
elderly monsignor who
lives on the grounds.
Martha said she speaks
with Jenni once a month
plus holidays and birthdays
and is able to visit once a
year. “It is an ongoing lesson for me,” Martha said.
“My faith has increased, I
know because of her
prayers.” For information
on the order, visit
heartsawake.org
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KC Men’s Day of Reflection

The Knights of Columbus sponsored a Men’s Day of Reflection
during Lent. Msgr. Bilinsky celebrated Mass with the men and
made a presentation to help lead
them closer to the Lord.

Lenten Mission

Respect Life Ceremony
The Mary, Queen of
Peace Knights of
Columbus and ProLife ministry partnered for a Respect
Life Ceremony at
our monument in
front of the Parish
Center after 11:30
Mass in January.
Hundreds attended our Lenten mission with Deacon
Larry Oney. It was a time of great blessing!
12
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Lifting our
hearts
for Haiti
Four of our parishioners recently returned from a mission trip to our sister
parish, St. Benoit, in Haiti, where they visited children in the classrooms, visited
chapels, provided dresses (made with
love by our parishioners) and shoes for
the children, and saw the progress that is
taking place in St. Benoit thanks to your
generosity.
Before leaving for the trip, they helped
coordinate our annual “A Night in Haiti”
event on March 18 to raise money and
awareness for St. Benoit.
The event was a huge success, raising
more than $26,000.
These funds will be used to support the
school, church and rectory for approximately four to five months.
As ministry leader Tony Pastorello
said: “The students, teachers and Pastoral
Council would like to thank you for all
your prayers, love and support.”
For more information on our Haiti Solidarity Partnership, please email
mqphaiti@gmail.com or visit our website.

PSR Special Needs
Fr. John and Fr. Ian spent
some time with the special
needs class of the Parish
School of Religion during
Lent. Our students also
participate in a new special
needs Mass held monthly
at Our Lady of the Lake.
For information, call the
office at 985-674-9794.

13

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

School News: Learning, Loving, and
Reaching Out to Others

M

ary, Queen of Peace
Catholic School is
winding up another
wonderful year!
There are too many ways and not
enough space to tell you what a
great year it has been, so be sure
to check our Facebook page for
the latest. Two trips for our 7thgraders are worth mentioning,
though: A field trip to St. Michael
Special School and our actionpacked trip to Washington, D.C.

14
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KCs honor our altar servers
After a long morning of cleaning palms on the Saturday
before Palm Sunday, our altar servers were treated to a
pizza lunch by the Knights of Columbus. The KCs also
presented our servers with certificates of appreciation.
Special honors were given to our servers who have
been faithful to the ministry all through high school.
Pictured at right, Kelly Hightower, coordinator, with
seniors Ashton Young, Reagan Hightower and Max Tepper, with Fr. Ian Bozant. Below, our palm cleaning
crew is pictured with their certificates.

Fabulous Lenten Fish Fry
Thanks to our Knights of Columbus for our
fabulous Lenten fish fry Fridays. And thank you
to the ladies, who coordinated the delicious
desserts.
15
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Encountering Christ: Have you joined the journey?

H

ave you been journeying with
Jesus? Beginning in March,
Mary, Queen of Peace has
been inviting all to take part
in Encountering Christ, a weekly journey of self-discovery.
Our first “invitation” centered on the
theme “Searching for Meaning,” with
each weekly question exploring that theme.
After Easter, we began the second invitation,
“Opening Your Heart to God’s Saving Grace.”
This invitation leads us deeper into our journey
and asks us questions about how we relate to
God, what makes that relationship difficult, and
how we can better open our hearts to divine
love.
An insert is included in the bulletin each
week, and the fliers are also available on our
website and on our blog, which you can also
access by visiting our website. We will take a
break for the summer and will resume in

August
with two
more invitations:
Discovering
Jesus and
Learning to Pastoral Council President Cherie Erkel and Fr.
Live in His John present Encountering Christ in February.
Way.
There will be opportunities for small group discussion and other faith-sharing possibilities. If you have
any ideas or questions, please contact the office at 985
-626-6977.
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