SEPTEMBER 2013

Volume 13, Number 5

GOOD
NEWS!
It’s almost time to celebrate our silver anniversary at the Fleur-de-Fall!
You won’t want to miss
the parish auction and
gala this
year.
The silver year
promises to be
as good
as gold.
We will have the usual
great music and dancing,
plus delicious food and
delightful auction items.
See more, Page 13

"Pray without

ceasing."
1 Thessalonians 5:16

See story, Page 3
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STEWARDS OF THE MONTH

JULY: Dimitry Morvant

D

imitry (“D”) Morvant and his wife Elizabeth moved to
Mandeville in 1987 and attended Mass at Rouquette
Lodge when Mary, Queen of Peace was formed as a
parish in 1988. Since then, he has become a familiar
face to many at MQP, serving as an usher, an Extraordinary
Minister and a lector. And just recently, he signed up to help
with the Haiti Solidarity Partnership and the Parish School of
Religion. He also says he enjoys doing “the little things” at
MQP, such as handing out bulletins, verifying the EM signees
at Mass, procuring name tags, etc.
His longtime service all began, he says, when one day at
Mass someone announced that ushers were needed. Never
having done anything other than attend Mass, he says,
“something moved me to volunteer.” He remembers being introduced to “a towering Capt. Jim Magee (at 5 p.m. Saturday
Mass), who looked down at me, pondered for a while and finally
pointed to the west and said ‘Handle door No. 4.’”
“Capt. Magee claims he pointed towards the parking lot,” D
jokes. He recalls that an area in the previous church included
the choir and irregular seating, “requiring constant vigilance and
patience” as seating was often overcrowded. “Lining up for

W

communion required the hands of a signal caller and the footwork of a referee,”
he says.
D says he is always amazed by the
participation of parishioners at MQP.
“Everyone should be able to find a niche
under Fr. Ronnie’s leadership,” he says.
One thing he appreciates, he adds, is
the “large number of people who linger
after Mass to converse, and the willingness of parishioners to help as needed.”
“I had a very serious operation in January and appreciated the
many prayers for good health I received from people I knew from
Mass,” he adds.
He is quite busy outside of church, as well, serving as chairman
of the Manresa Outreach Committee, which brings Ignatian Spiritual Exercises to parishes. He has served 12 years on the Manresa Board of Directors and has been a captain of Manresa Retreat
Group #39 since 1981.
From answering a simple call for help many years ago, D has
built a longtime career of service to MQP. We are grateful for his
dynamic, energetic, and devoted stewardship.

AUGUST: Clem Lescale

hen Clem Lescale and his wife, Mary Gene,
moved to the northshore about six years ago,
they were “Roaming Catholics,” as Clem puts it,
until they settled in at Mary, Queen of Peace,
where he says they felt “so welcome.” Since then, he has
been sharing his time and talents with our parish in the ways
he knows best: Knights of Columbus and photography.
Clem has been a longtime member of the Knights of Columbus. He was a charter member at their former parish, St.
John Bosco, and since coming to MQP he has served as both
an advocate and purser. He also brings a lifetime of experience to his role as photographer at Fleur-de-Fall and other
parish events.
After joining the photography club at Archbishop Shaw High
School and studying graphic arts at Delgado, Clem joined the
United States Air Force in 1969. He was a photographer for
the Air National Guard, ran micrographics for the Navy, worked
in color micrographics at Texaco, returned to the Louisiana Air
National Guard as an arial photographer and was a Command
and Control Specialist for the Air Force Reserve.
Retiring after 34 years in the military has not slowed Clem
down. He does freelance photography, underwater photography and has been in front and behind the camera for about

25 movies.
He continues to volunteer his expertise as well,
from contributing arial stills
for a documentary on the
BP oil spill to the many
ways he finds to lend his
hand at MQP. “I am not a
rich person,” he says.
“The one talent I have is I
know how to point and
shoot. That’s the way I give back. I think everyone has a skill or
talent , and when they are all put together—that’s what makes
MQP such a vibrant place.”
With his wife of 43 years Mary Gene, their five children, nine
grandchildren and one great-grandchild, Clem feels he has been
truly blessed.
“God has given me a really great life. I couldn’t have a better
life if I had a billion dollars.” MQP has been richly blessed by his
happy and generous stewardship.
-Stories by Catherine Cresson
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‘We must speak to God as a
friend speaks to his friend’
- St. Ignatius of Loyola
By Karen Baker

O

ne of the most vivid childhood
images I have of my parents is the
two of them at prayer each night,
one on either side of their double
bed, praying the rosary. My nighttime prayer
routine is a little different, but I do pray, and I
do have a routine. We all do, one way or another.
And so what is prayer? How do we pray
and why and where? What does the Church
say about prayer? What do the saints say?
What do our friends say?
Why pray?
Part Four of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church, a beautiful section on prayer, is well
worth reading. It tells us about forms of prayer: blessing and adoration; petition; intercession; thanksgiving, and praise. It tells us that
there are "three major expressions of the life
of prayer: vocal prayer, meditation, and contemplative prayer. They have in common the
recollection of the heart" (2721)
The Catechism tells us many things about
prayer, and it includes the thoughts of many
saints, such as a well-loved quote from St.
Teresa of Avila: “Contemplative prayer in my
opinion is nothing else than a close sharing
between friends; it means taking time frequently to be alone with him who we know
loves us."
And it is because God loves us that we are
impelled to pray. As the Catechism reminds
us, we pray not because we decide to do so
but because God wills it. As Blessed John
Paul II said: “In a conversation there is always an ‘I’ and a ‘thou’ or ‘you.’ In this case
… the ‘Thou’ is more important, because our
prayer begins with God … We begin to pray,

believing that it is our own initiative that compels us to do so. Instead,
we learn that it is always God’s initiative within us."
God's initiative calls us to pray in the name above all names. "There
is no other way of Christian prayer than Christ. Whether our prayer is
communal or personal, vocal or interior, it has access to the Father
only if we pray 'in the name' of Jesus. The sacred humanity of Jesus is
therefore the way by which the Holy Spirit teaches us to pray to God
our Father" (CCC 2664).
It is Jesus, in fact, who teaches us how to pray throughout the Gospels, particularly in the Gospel of Luke. It is Jesus who gives us the
Lord's Prayer, the prayer of the Church.
Where to pray?
The Mass is our most perfect prayer, when we join in communion as
the Body of Christ. But we can - well, we must - pray anywhere and
always. But how does one acquire the habit of perpetual prayer?
Hopefully, it all starts at home. The Catechism tells us that "The
Christian family is the first place of education in prayer. Based on the
sacrament of marriage, the family is the 'domestic church' where God's
children learn to pray 'as the Church' and to persevere in prayer. For
young children in particular, daily family prayer is the first witness of

See Prayer, next page
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‘Prayer and action must be
From previous page

the Church's living memory as
awakened patiently by the Holy
Spirit" (2685).
Daily family prayer can no doubt
seem daunting in these busy times,
but where there's a will to pray, there is surely a
way. It is God, after all, who is directing things.
Take Kelly Hightower, for instance: mother of
four, altar server coordinator and teacher in our
Catholic school. Her days are full and very busy.
But prayer is a priority. "We are praying as a family all day long," she said. "The kids, especially
Sean, are very good at spontaneous prayer. We
pray with the Sunday readings once a week. And
every time my children try my patience, I start
praying a Hail Mary out loud to refrain from yelling at them. (My sister/in-law from Chicago
taught me that one.)"
Lisa Rockwell, mother of seven, always loved
to pray and instilled prayer in her children. “I remember seeing
my dad on his
knees at his bedside at night, and
it left such an impression on me.
… When the children were younger, we would all
get around my
bed at night and
say prayers together. We would
at the end ask if
anyone had any
special things or people they would like to pray
for. … In the morning, when I wake them up ( the
three that are still left at home), I do pray a quick
prayer with them to help them get started on the

profoundly united’
- Pope Francis
Barbara Flanagan
leads the prayer and
rosary group that
meets after 9 a.m.
Mass each Friday.
She is pictured
providing rosaries to
a young family at he
Ministry Fair.

right path. We have some moments that I HAVE to pray and
some moments that I pray in
thanksgiving!!”
Ways to pray
There are many ways and
places to pray. The most important thing is to simply pray,
to answer God's unending invitation to sit in His presence.
Parishioner Carol Holland
prays each day, she says, when
she gets up and before she
goes to bed at night. Often, she
says, her prayers are \”conversations I have with God while I
walk” whether on the lakefront, in the mountains or in
her neighborhood.
“I don’t hook up to music”
while walking,” Carol says. “I
just listen to nature. These conversations with God, or someone special I know is in heav-

en, give me great
comfort and direction. I turn my
issues over and can go forward
with whatever the day will bring.
Prayer life is so personal and so
important. We can’t go it alone.”
Mary, Queen of Peace has many
opportunities
for prayer:
Adoration on
the first Friday of the
month; two
prayer and
rosary
groups—one
before 9 a.m. Mass each Friday
and one afterward; the Legion of
Mary, which meets each Wednesday after 9 a.m. Mass; the Men’s
Spirituality group, which meets
each Monday at 6:30 p.m.; and,
of course, the celebration of the
Eucharist, every Saturday at 5
p.m. and each Sunday at 8, 9:30,
11:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.

Listen to Fr. Ronnie’s reflection on prayer on the web:
http://www.maryqueenofpeace.org/podcasts/audio/July%2028%
202013%20Homily.mp3
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Troop Trip
to Philmont

I

n early
July
2013,
20
boys and
dads from
Boy Scout
Troop 310
of MQP
took a trip
out to
Philmont
Scout
Ranch in Cimarron, N.M. The group was split
into two crews: One of 6 boys and 3 dads
(The Po Boys) and the other of 8 boys and 3 dads (The Who Dat Krewe). Backpacking in
the Sangre de Cristo mountains of northern New Mexico, the Who Dat Krewe hiked a total of 69
miles and the Po Boys hiked 75! Along the way, the boys and dads enjoyed such activities as
rock climbing and rappelling, 30-06 rifle shooting and reloading, black powder shooting, and
some truly spectacular scenery. It was a great growth experience for all involved. For information on the Boy Scouts, email JB Shelley at jessbshelley@yahoo.com
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Reflections from our Faith Family

Everything I
know,
I learned in RCIA
(except how to
move it to my
heart)

As part of our 25th Anniversary, Mary, Queen of Peace
invites parishioners to share reflections on what this parish
has meant to them over the years.
If you have a story to share, email
mqppeacetimes@gmail.com

I

was welcomed into the
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil in 2001. My heart
was at home! I fell into the
rhythm of Mass and daily prayers with ease. I was a sponge,
drawing knowledge from any
“Cradle Catholic” I could get
close to. I now realize I was
searching for a way to move
what I had learned in RCIA from
my head to my heart.
Herb and I joined Mary,
Queen of Peace in 2002 after
our move from California to
Mandeville. You hear this so
often, but it is true: We felt welcome from the day of our first
Mass. Our new parish had spiritfilled priests, deacons and religious to guide us, and ministries
to feed us in our new home. But
the greatest gift we received
was the people of the congregation, our new family!
Reflecting back, I can trace a
thread from person to person,
naming those who helped move
my RCIA head knowledge to my

living Catholic heart. Each one
was a gift, opening up ways to
pray, raise my children, do laundry, mourn, love my husband,
work, and give myself to others
with a Catholic heart. Truly a
Gift!
Christians of any denomination
do these same activities with
great love. But there is a depth
and universal connection that the
Catholic Christian experiences
which brings these activities to a
spiritual level that brings great
joy!
You, my Mary, Queen of Peace
family, have truly touched my
heart and changed my life. I now
feel as if I have been Catholic all

my life; I have a few more things
to learn, but now I learn through
my heart. You have given me a
great gift; your memories of being raised in a Catholic family, a
prayerful mother, a father with
faith, siblings to share with and
how you have taken these things
into your hearts and live them
today.
We truly are one body in Christ.
You, the body of Christ at Mary,
Queen of Peace, have moved
knowledge to my heart and have
taught me the way to press on as
a Catholic Christian. I am filled
with joy!
Peace
to your hearts,
Becki Leedy
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Reflections from our Faith Family
As part of our 25th Anniversary, Mary, Queen of Peace
invites parishioners to share reflections on what this parish
has meant to them over the years. If you have a story to
share, email mqppeacetimes@gmail.com

Thinking 25
on the 25th
Are you thinking 25 on the
25th? As part of our anniversary year, Mary Queen of
Peace is encouraging a commitment to Christian service
(just like our mission statement
says!).
Here are some ways
parishioners are thinking ‘25’:

Fr. Ronnie blesses Jerry Broussard before he gives a witness at a gathering of
ministry leaders in July.

‘This parish has become a family to us’

I

have been involved in many
parishes during my life and, for
the most part, have enjoyed
all of them. But when we started attending Mary, Queen of Peace
when it was in the shopping center
on Highway 22, Carolyn and I decided that this was the church parish where we could grow in
knowledge of Jesus Christ and the
Word of God.
This parish has become a family
to us, and we feel right at home
being here.
In our interaction through the
many ministries, we have experienced Christ present in a real way.
Through Sunday Mass, homilies,

celebrations, and the many
events in our parish, we have
learned to see the people of
God at work, with all of His gifts
being manifested throughout
the parish.
We are a parish that is alive
with the Spirit of God. Carolyn
and I thank God for being able
to worship at Mary, Queen of
Peace and to be led by Father
Ronnie and Father Bill, both
holy shepherds of God’s
Church.
- Jerry Broussard



25 rosaries for the needs of
parishioners



25 minutes of prayer a day



$100 to Habitat (That’s 4
“25”s!)



25 items for the Samaritan
Center’s food bank



25 hours serving the Covington Food Bank



25 hours serving the Samaritan Center



$25 to St. Benoit



25 hours of Adoration



25 hours of service with your
child through Living the Bible

To make your 25th
Service commitment, pick up a
form in the back of church.
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Stewardship
for all ages
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Ministry Fair 2013

T

he Ministry Fair on August 24-25 was a celebration of
the many ways MQP lives the Good News — and has
been doing so for 25 years. There are opportunities for
all ages to be good stewards of God’s gifts in this
parish. Fr. Ronnie is pictured at left with Stewardship Committee
Chair Joe Luquet and Ministry Fair Coordinator Susan Lange.
They were joined at the fair by the many people who share their
gifts in our various ministries at Mary, Queen of Peace: Vocations, St. Vincent de
Paul, our Catholic
school, the Fleur-de-Fall
parish auction, Bible
study, the parish library,
Haiti partnership, ushers, and on Page 8:
youth group, widows
group, men’s spirituality,
Spanish Prayer, PSR,
and Samaritan Center.
We are each called to
be a good steward of
God’s gifts. Find your
place by checking out
our website:
www.maryqueenofpeace.org.
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The Cougars
are back
in action!

W

e are happy to be
back in school!
We welcome new
teachers, new students, and new parents.
There is plenty of good news
to share from Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic School this year.
The children are enjoying the
new playground
equipment, and we
are excited about
the upcoming
groundbreaking for
the new covered
play area. Meanwhile,
we will keep learning, laughing, playing and — most
importantly —
praying together.
I look forward
to all that awaits us this year and
am always available to answer
any questions.
- Sybil Skansi, Principal

Kristin Lanoix enjoys being back at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School. She is pictured
with one of her students.

A first for MQPCS:
An alum comes home to teach

W

hen Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic School
opened its doors in
1996, Kristin Lanoix
was among the 33 students who embarked upon this new adventure.
This school year, she is back at
MQPCS, this time as a first-grade
teacher.
“It is great to be back where I started in 1996,” Kristin said. Although she
teaches in the classroom building that
opened in 1998, she remembers when
the entire school (K-2nd grade in 1996
and then K-3rd in 1997) was in the Parish Center. “Our faculty meeting room
used to be my third-grade classroom,”
she said.
“I have so many great memories at
the school, and I am looking forward to
making many more memories here in
the future. I am so blessed to have
such a great group of first graders. They are so sweet and have a great

desire to learn.”
Kristin still remembers the early days
at MQPCS. “Through the years (2nd-7th
grade), the school gradually grew and
grew. I remember being so close to all
my classmates, we did everything together. We were like a family. And we
are still close.”
As an extra bonus, Kristin gets to
work with her mother, Lisa, who has
worked in the office at MQPCS since
1997. “I love working with my mom,”
she said. “It is great to be back at MQP
with her again. She is truly my role
model! I look up to her amazing work
ethic, her kind heart and her faithful
spirit.”
Coming back to Mary, Queen of
Peace School feels just right for Kristin,
who graduated from LSU in 2011.
“It is nice to be back at home again.
This really is my home away home.”
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Spanish Prayer Group
Remember
in November

D
Deacon Carlos Ramirez of St. Margaret Mary Church in
Slidell visited the Mary, Queen of Peace Church Spanish
Prayer group on August 2 and led a discussion on raising
children in our faith. About 25 people attended this informative discussion.

uring this 25th Anniversary year, Mary,
Queen of Peace
would like to honor
our departed parishioners. If there
is someone you would like to
honor, please mail or drop off a
picture at the church office to
Pam Garey’s attention by Oct. 24.
Pictures should be no larger
than 8x10 and no smaller than
4x6. Attach the following information: The person’s full name,
dates of birth and death, and a
brief paragraph that will help parishioners know a little bit about
your loved one.
The pictures will be displayed
the weekend of November 9-10
after all Masses in the Parish Center. Call the office at 626-6977
with any questions.

A throne
for the
King
On August 22, Sister Marina Aranzabal gave her first religious
education class in Spanish for adults. The class is called
Grow in Faith (Crecimiento en la Fe) and will be held the second Thursday of each month from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the Mary,
Queen of Peace Parish Center. The class provides a deeper
understanding of our faith and follows the book "Called To Be
Catholic." About 25 people have signed up for the course. For
more information about the Spanish Prayer Group, call Petra
Madrigal at 985-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

A reminder about reverence when
receiving the Body of Christ:
“In approaching therefore, come not
with your wrists extended, or your fingers spread; but make your left hand a
throne for the right, as for that which is
to receive a King. And having hollowed
your palm, receive the Body of Christ,
saying over it, Amen.”
- St. Cyril of Jerusalem
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Men’s Familia:
Strengthening Families

T
News from
Child Care

C

hild care director
Kelli Espionosa, top
right, moved with
her family to Texas
over the summer—but not before Kelli found a replacement.
Theresa Bennett, top left, is
the new child care coordinator
for MQP. Theresa and her husband, Matt, have two children,
and they are delighted to be a
part of the Mary, Queen of
Peace family.
Theresa will oversee volunteers for the 9:30 and 11:30
Mass in the child care room,
located in the Parish Center.
She is always in need of adult
volunteers, so if you feel called
to spend some quality time with
the little ones, please email
Theresa at
mqpchildcare@gmail.com
Many thanks to Kelli for her
service, and many thanks to
Theresa for saying yes!

hree years ago, Davis
Brister and Michael Pigg
had become very familiar
with a popular Catholic
program called FAMILIA. Their
wives had participated in group sessions for women, bringing home
lessons aimed at strengthening their
families. It wasn’t long before integrating FAMILIA for Men into the
yearly parish calendar became a serious topic of discussion.
The duo attained permission to
co-facilitate an initial group of fathers, which is still running strong
with 15 active members.
“FAMILIA has helped me better
understand my role as ‘head’ or
spiritual leader of my family,” said
Michael. “It has helped developed
my relationship with my wife and
children in a way that better models
Christ’s relationship with His bride,
the Church.”
Michael and Davis are recent
Catholic converts. Michael grew up
as a Lutheran and Davis as a Methodist. They agree that FAMILIA
has given them a deeper understanding of Church teachings on topics
such as faith, love, marriage, and
work.
“There is so much to grasp,

which at times can be intimidating and difficult,” said Davis.
“But in today’s times, I think it is
incredibly important to tackle
these teachings so that we can
better help our children understand right from wrong. And
there is far more wisdom in 2000
years of Church teaching than in
the little bit I pick up on my own.
It’s humbling, but it’s also hard
for me to argue with the
Church.”
“It is as if people think that
the truth will offend and push
people away,” said Michael. “I
like the challenge.”
This year’s session gets started on Sept. 11. “I would hope
anyone that feels led to grow
their faith will contact us. With
work and family schedules, it can
be hard to commit to a full year
of FAMILIA,” said Davis.
“We hope that would not stop
any dad from joining us when
they can. In my opinion, it is
definitely worth the commitment.”
Davis can be reached at
davis_brister@ml.com and Michael at mpigg@razorline.com.
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Fleur-de-Fall: A Silver
Jubilee Celebration
The 7th Annual Fleur-de-Fall will celebrate 25
Years of Good News on November 2 with a bounty
of beautiful auction items, great dancing music, and
much more!
One extra special item is our 5-in-1 Jubilee Jackpot. One $50 ticket buys you the chance to win one
of these super jubilee gems:
 $20,000 toward the purchase of any vehicle at
Northshore Toyota
 $3,000 toward a Royal Caribbean Cruise

$2,500 in cash
A Cancun getaway for 2
A Sonoma Wine Extravaganza for 2
To increase your chances of winning, you can also
buy 3 tickets for $100 and 8 tickets for $200.
We also have the annual Mary, Queen of Peace
School Tuition Raffle, with only 500 tickets sold at
$25 each. Sponsorships are available and tickets can
be bought online or after Masses. Save the date &
join the fun!




See more on the Fleur-de-Fall at:
www.maryqueenofpeace.org/fleur-de-fall/home

DON’T MISS
OUR
PARISH PICNIC!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
AT CAMP ABBEY
(Directions at www.campabbey.org)

Mass at 11 a.m.,
Followed by good food
and good fun
(And the Saints on TV!)
Bring a chair, some drinks
and a side dish to share
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The Peacemakers youth group had some fun with an end-ofsummer lockout at Rock ‘n Bowl, above and left, among other
things. Next up on the don’t-miss list: The Fall Kick-Off on September 29 at 3 p.m. Check the Peacemakers page at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org for more info.

Grant to benefit families of St. Benoit
The Haiti Solidarity Partnership
ministry has been awarded a micro nutrient grant from Vitamin Angels for 94
pregnant/lactating women and 1000
children for the benefit of St. Benoit.
The program includes multivitamins for
pregnant/lactating women, vitamin A
and multivitamins for children ages 6
months to 59 months.
The 2012 child mortality rate of children under age 5 in Haiti is alarmingly
high at 70 per 1000 live births. In
neighboring Dominican Republic it is
25:1000, U.S. 8:1000, Cuba 6:1000.
Vitamin A has been well documented
in various reports from Lancet,
UNICEF, World Health Organization
and others as a “critical child survival
intervention”. These are key interventions that are achievable on a large
scale and can reduce child mortality
rates by 23%. It is no surprise that one
third of all child deaths are linked to
malnutrition.
The food in the U.S. is fortified with
vitamin and multivitamins so the need

here is not urgent. Vitamin A deficiency leaves children vulnerable to infections and a reduced immunity to fight
common childhood diseases such as
measles, diarrheal diseases and acute
respiratory infections.
The program is well organized and
will take some time to implement.
Training aids and marketing materials
are in Haitian Creole. We will begin
with the pregnant/lactating women, as
one bottle of 180-count multivitamins
will be distributed once, for each woman. We currently have these vitamins
on hand. They can easily be hand carried to Haiti taking up about a half bag
or 38lbs in a checked bag.
With the guidance of Monsignor
Wildor we plan on assigning one woman per geographic area as the main contact, recorder and distribution point to
document all of the recipients. It is
imperative to train these women and
assign responsibility. We will also provide a payment to them to ensure their
sense of accountability. They are not

allowed to charge for this distribution. We
need to report back to Vitamin Angels twice
per year on the population count served to
ensure continued support from them. Once
this program is established, we will move on
to the more complex vitamin A and multivitamin distribution for children up to age 5.
Vitamin Angels was founded in 1994 and
supplies children younger than age 5 in the
U.S. and around the world with vitamin A and
multivitamin supplements.
In 2012, they gave about 25 million children in more than 40 countries the chance for
a healthier future. Vitamin Angels is based in
Santa Barbara, CA. Read more about Vitamin
Angels at vitaminangels.org.
—————————————If you would like to participate in the Haiti
Solidarity Partnership ministry please contact
us at MQPHaiti@gmail.com or call ministry
leader Muguet Bolotte at 985 705 1846.
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Back-to-school buddies

The Knights of Columbus at MQP took needy children on a shopping spree to buy back-to-school necessities at summer’s end. The Knights and their
wives enjoyed supplying more than pencils, bookbags and notebooks—they loved supplying smiles
to the faces of the youngsters they escorted
through the aisles.

Bible study wraps up summer session

The Bible study group that met over the summer wrapped things up in early August. The Bible Timeline has already started up this year. If you are interested in any other faith formation opportunities, call the Religious Education office at 674-9794.
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An open door that leads to love
“So we ask the Lord that all those
who come to the church find the
doors open...open to meet this love
of Jesus. We ask this grace."
Pope Francis, May 25

W

hat do we celebrate
this year as we celebrate the
25th anniversary of Mary,
Queen of Peace Parish? Surely
we celebrate the many people who have built
up this community of faith: Archbishop Philip
Hannan, who founded the parish; Fr. William
O’Donnell, the first pastor; and all those who
joined the small congregation that began worshipping in Rouquette Lodge.
And yes, we celebrate the blessings God has
showered upon this parish: The growth that led
us to the beautiful campus we have today,
growth that comes from people of faith who
entrust themselves and their families to Mary,
Queen of Peace.
But most importantly, we celebrate the open

doors Pope Francis speaks of in
the homily quoted here. The
Pope reminds us that people
come to our parishes to find the
love of Jesus. They cannot experience that great love when
they find nothing but closed
doors.
Mary, Queen of Peace endeavors to offer
an open door to anyone looking for the love A note from the Pastor
The Rev.
of God. We offer an open door, quite literRonald L. Calkins
ally, through the warmth of our greeters,
who offer a smile and welcome at Mass. We offer an open door
through our Mentors, who reach out in kindness to new parishioners. We offer an open door through all who answer the phones in
the offices of our parish and Catholic school.
The list of open doors is long, and I pray that you have experienced them many times at Mary, Queen of Peace. If, by chance,
you feel the doors are closed, I encourage you to reach out to me.
The door of faith, especially in this Year of Faith, is always open.
As we continue to celebrate our Silver Jubilee at Mary, Queen of
Peace, let us pray for the grace to always be that open door, to be a
parish that always leads straight to the compassionate heart of
Christ.

