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Deacon Eddy:
25 Years
(and counting)
of Serving the Lord

A FRESH NEW VIBE!

D

eacon Eddy Beckendorf celebrated his 25th anniversary as a
deacon on December 21, 2016,
serving at Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church since 2006, and he
has been blessed throughout all of it, he
says.
“In ministry I have been blessed to see
Jesus in the faces of people during life’s
most difficult and trying times: neonatal
intensive care, medical infusion centers
and inpatient and home centered hospice.
Having received the gift of being permitted to join families experiencing the transitions of life’s pilgrimage is a grace I am
unworthy to have received and a ministry
I have experienced with God’s mercy.
Mercy has played an integral role in
Deacon Eddy’s life, especially during the
recent Jubilee Year of Mercy. “During our
year of Mercy I reflected on the time we
have been assigned to Mary, Queen of
Peace,” he said. “ I recalled with humble
respect the many works of Mercy; feeding
Continued on Page 14
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Elise Bennett, above, met with youth and parents in December.

Bridget Price, Mac McGuire, Elise and
William Bennett in the Youth Room.

here’s something new
for junior high and
high school students
at Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church:
An energetic new youth
director (Elise Bennett), a
nicely renovated youth room
(a fresh new vibe, at left!), and
a brand new name:
FourTwelve, based on
1 Timothy 4:12.
What’s the significance?
Read more on Page3.

Stewards of the Month

December: Blake Bollinger

November: Allan Couvillion
Allan Couvillion began his journey with
Christ with his Baptism
as an infant.
Raised in a Catholic
family, he attended
Archbishop Rummel
High School in Metairie. His ministry with the Church began as a
altar boy in the late ‘70s, and then as a lector as a
young adult. He continued his mission of faith,
joining Mary Queen of Peace Church in 2002 and
becoming a lector in 2006. Proclaiming the Word
“opened up a lot for me as a Catholic,” he said.
He now leads the weekend lector ministry. He participates in parish men's retreats, and
he and his wife, Charlotte, are both Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion.
Allan believes that in serving, one experiences a connection to Christ. He feels one must
be involved. His participation at Mary, Queen of
Peace is a blessing and a way of life for him.
His son, Troy, a student at LSU, also serves
as a lector. Allan and his wife, Charlotte, feel that
MQP is their home and couldn't imagine being
anywhere else.

Brett Bollinger is a young Steward
of the Month; he is 15 yrs old.
Brett has grown up in the MQP
environment, attending pre-K thru
seventh grade at MQPCS; now he is
a student, with St Paul's School. He
commented, "Life at St Paul's is like
being in one big family.”
Brett served for five years as an
altar server with MQP, and he often
serves as a lector during 6 p.m. Sunday Mass. His younger brother,
Brady, is following in his footsteps
as an altar server, too. Brett speaks highly of his parents’
guidance in his Catholic faith and the importance of being a
good role model for others.
He hopes to become active with the new youth group,
4:12, based on a verse from the Book of Timothy. He is
really excited about this faith based adventure,
Brett also plays forward for St Paul's basketball
team. He plans to attend college to pursue a degree in Computer Engineering.
Brett is attending to his faith on a daily basis and is sincerely appreciative of his involvement with Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church. And MQP is sincerely appreciative of
Brett!

January: Becky Gilly and Carolyn Trupiano
Becky Gilly and Carolyn Trupiano
Name of Jesus Church parish; she
are Stewards of the Month, for Janualso attended school there for a few
ary. Becky and Carolyn, among
years, received her First Communion,
other volunteers, organize and stuff
Confirmation, and took her vows as a
the weekly bulletin that is distribwife in the same church.
uted after each Mass. It’s an aweBecky has been a parishioner with
some ministry because our bulletin
MQP for14 years. She no longer
is one way we connect as the
drives, but still manages to serve in
Body of Christ in one community.
the Eucharist Service Ministry,
Everyone loves knowing what's hapat Rouquette Lodge. Another activity
pening with MQP!
she enjoys is volunteering in the Gift
***
Shop, with Lakeview Hospital, in
As a parishioner of Mary Queen of
Covington. Becky certainly goes
Carolyn Trupiano and Becky Gilly.
Peace Church, Becky has served with
above and beyond, using her talents
a sincere spirit of service, volunteering her time to
to serve Christ and others.
several ministries. Her exuberance and spirit of givSee more, Page 6
ing is most evident in her words. Becky was baptized
***
into the Catholic faith at the age of 7 at Most Holy
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Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

FourTwelve: ‘Let no one have contempt for your youth’

E

lise Bennett and her husband, William,
believe in our youth. They believe that
the young Church of today, as Archbishop
Aymond likes to say, is ready and eager
to set an example, ready and eager to be disciples
who embrace the way of Jesus Christ.
And so Elise and William have been busy laying a
strong foundation. Since Elise arrived as Youth
Director in November, she has wasted no time in
holding parent meetings, youth meetings, shooting
creative videos, flooding social media, and undertaking a major project: Renovating the Youth
Room.
“I truly believe that if we give them a space they
can call their own, they will want to come,” she
said. What was once a youth room that looked too
much like a classroom for some now looks like a
cozy place to hang out, do homework, talk, pray,
and socialize.
FourTwelve is for students in 8th through 12th
grades and meets each Wednesday evening at 7
p.m., while FourTwelve Youth is for 5th through
7th-graders. FourTwelve Youth will begin meeting
in February. Check the website for details.
“My hope and dream is that the kids will develop
a deep faith in Christ,” Elise said. “I want the youth
group to become a community within the community. It would be great if our youth can reach into
the parish and not be on the sidelines.”
She added that it is her hope that all ages will
accept the youth, that all will see our young people
as integral to the mission of Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church.
There’s no doubt that Elise is ready to get
things rolling, and she already has seen the support she dreams of—many have already volunteered time and treasure to make the youth room
a beautiful space to gather.
There will be some great things happening with
FourTwelve, so watch the bulletin and website not to mention all of the social media posts on
Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat and Twitter. Just
look for @MQPFourTwelve.

“… but set an
example for
those who
believe, in
speech, conduct,
love, faith, and
purity.”
@mqp412
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Joy to the world,
the Lord has come!
Mary, Queen of Peace brought the spirit of Christmas
to all corners of the community - singing at Heritage
Manor, at right, Rouquette Lodge (not pictured), at
our Christmas pageant (facing page) and, of course, at
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. Meanwhile, our generous parishioners provided hundreds
of toys and articles of clothing for needy families
through Project Christmas. You can see our Christmas
elves sorting things, at bottom left.
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The Christmas pageant was a beautiful display, with angels singing, shepherds watching, kings visiting,
and the Holy Family finally finding some room at the inn. Thanks to music director Lindsey Piattoly
and the many volunteers who made the evening merry and bright.

Congratulations to our Christmas card contest winners from PSR. Pictured with Jewell Bayhi,
DRE, is first-place winner Haiden Hazard, 2nd grade, whose artwork was used on our Christmas
card; above: second place, Sebastian Sobolewski, 6th grade; third place, Terese Dawson, first
grade; fourth place, Sam Valenti, first grade. Many thanks and blessings to all!
5
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Spanish Prayer
Group Celebrates
Christmas

T

o celebrate Christmas, the Mary, Queen
of Peace Catholic Church Spanish
Prayer Group held a Novena and a living Nativity in the Mary, Queen of
Peace School Cafeteria on December 17. This
marks the 10-year anniversary of holding the
Novena at Mary, Queen of Peace church. The living Nativity was directed by Sister Marina Aranzabal; about 70 people attended the event including Father Angel Diaz. Following the living
Nativity, the group shared a meal.
Many thanks
to those Spanish Prayer
Group members who
helped prepare
for this celebration.
For those
interested in
more information about the
Spanish Prayer
Group, please
call Petra Madrigal at 985867-0944 or
Elizabeth Ryan
at 985-6245532.

Stewards of the month: Sharing our gifts at MQP
From page 2
Carolyn Trupiano is also a devoted volunteer on
Friday mornings, when fliers are inserted into the
bulletin. Carolyn said she has been volunteering
with the bulletin for 10 years. “One morning a
friend asked me to help, and here I am” 10 years
later!” She wouldn’t have it any other way.

Carolyn and her husband moved to the northshore
from Algiers to live near their children, and she has
loved being a part of Mary, Queen of Peace.
“I love the camaraderie,” she said of helping with
the group on Friday mornings. She has made friends
and enjoys their time together.
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed with devoted volunteers like Carolyn and Becky who share their time to
help the community!
- Stories by Elizabeth Carrero
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We love
our school!

Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School finished up the first semester loving, laughing, praying and playing. Clockwise from top: Students present Our Lady of Guadalupe; cards are presented to members of the parish prison
ministry to bring to Rayburn Correctional Center; students present books they made for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital; Principal Sybil Skansi with Student of the Year Blaise Barre. Ready for next year?
Registering new students Feb. 20. Call 985-674-2466!

A little lesson in loving your neighbor
Meet Andee Johnson.
Andee is a kindergartener at Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic School,
and this young lady teaches us a lot
about how to love our neighbor.
For her birthday, Andee did not
want the usual gifts. What she
7

wanted was to collect donations to buy goats
for our friends at St. Benoit in Haiti.
Andee is pictured handing over her proceeds to principal Sybil Skansi. She collected
$270, enough to buy three goats!
Thank you, Andee, for this wonderful lesson
in loving our neighbor as God taught us to do.

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

A Fabulous
Fleur-de-Fall!
We celebrated our
10th annual Fleur-deFall with Diamonds &
Denim on November
12. Thanks to all of our
supporters!
We cleared $77,000,
which will support our
parish and school.
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The many faces of the Fleur-de-Fall! Some of our many dedicated committee members are pictured above: Bonnie Sarver,
co-chairs Stewart Shields and Jerica Chustz, David Doherty and
Aimee Post. At right, our talented live auctioneer, John Tomba.
Many thanks to all who attended, volunteered, donated, and so
much more! Looking forward to next fall! Watch the website for
the date to save.
9

Photos by Gene and Clem Lescale
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Preparing for Easter

Six members of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults class took part in the Rite of Acceptance during Advent.
Pictured with Fr. John, from left, Beth Hornsby, Christina Minaldi; Mac McGuire; Robert Gardner; Carey Smith;
Matthew Sondag; and Matthew Taylor. Not pictured: Jay Morris. Please keep our RCIA class in your prayers.

Giving Thanks, Giving Catholic, Serving the Lord

Fr. Ian, above,
blesses baskets of bread
and wine during Mass on
Thanksgiving.
At right, Fr. Ian
is pictured with
some of our generous parishioners who
gave to the #iGiveCatholic online giving
campaign on November 29. Thanks to so
many of you, Mary, Queen of Peace raised
$8,500 to support our summer mission trip
to Appalachia. Fr. John will lead 10 youth
and 4 adults to serve the poor in Appalachia.

New altar servers were trained in October.
Mary, Queen of Peace is grateful for the many
youth who serve at the table of the Lord. We are
also grateful for the new albs our servers received just in time for Christmas! For information on altar servers, contact Kelly Hightower at
mqpservers@gmail.com
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INTO THE LIGHT
A soul
is caught by
Fishers of Men

I

Story and photos
By Chuck Billiot

was searching. I was lost
in the darkness without a
compass, but searching
all the same. My family
and I had gone through difficult times, and I sank ever
deeper into darkness.
My guiding light was
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church. MQP parish welcomed
us into their family.
During our struggles my wife, Marleen,
urged me to look into
joining a group at the
church. I thumbed
through the parish directory and discovered
the Men’s Spirituality
Ministry. The “Fishers
of Men” as they like to
be called, is a devoted
group of men dedicated to reading, sharing and understanding
God’s Word. But it is
so much more.
On most Monday
nights throughout the
year, men come to the
meetings where they
can speak freely and
openly with confidence
that what they say is private and will not be repeated.
They may ask the group to pray for themselves, someone close to them, or for a complete stranger. They
See next page
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Men’s
Spirituality:
Walking
With Jesus
“There is
comfort in
knowing
that I don’t
have to
walk my
journey
alone.”
- Chuck
Billiot

Men’s Spirituality Group opens the door to encountering Jesus
From previous page

may choose to sit quietly and listen to the next Sunday’s
readings, or offer their interpretation of the Gospel, or how
God is directing them in their lives.
The group also reinforces the importance of men’s
roles in the spiritual guidance within their families.
Each Monday that I attend a Fishers of Men meeting, I
come away refreshed and energized, buoyed by God’s word
and the prayers and insight from these men who, in my
eyes, are disciples of Jesus. Most, if not all of them, acknowledge that their journey toward heaven is not nearly
complete. But for me, there is comfort in knowing that I
12

don’t have to walk my journey alone. The Men’s
Spirituality meetings are an important part of my
life, and I make it a priority to try to attend every
Monday evening. Their camaraderie, fellowship
and the devotion to follow Christ in all their humanness keep me coming back for more.

All are welcome on Monday nights. For
information, contact Jackie Starks at
jstarks100@bellsouth.net.

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

St. Vincent de
Paul:
Loving
One another

T

he St. Vincent de Paul Society at
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church celebrated Christmas
with a dinner donated by a generous parishioner.
Outgoing president Richard Ainsworth, pictured with Greg St. Angelo, was
recognized at the dinner for his service.
Treasurer Tricia St. Angelo, pictured with
member Michael Dum, was also recognized.
The members of the society work
hard all year to help the poor.
For more information on helping the
St. Vincent de Paul Society, contact President Jimmy Dykes at
jimmydykes43@gmail.com
The St. Vincent de Paul Society uses
funds from the “For the Poor” envelopes
in your envelope packet. Donations can
also be made online through our online
giving program.
Visit our website at
www.maryqueenofpeace.org and click on
“E-Giving.”

Online giving: Three reasons why you should try!
In order to serve you better, Mary, Queen of Peace offers you the chance to set up an online giving account.
How does this serve you better? Let us count the ways:

collection and realize you forgot your envelope? Or
are you already set up through your credit card
and realize you can’t give to the second collection?
Problem solved!
3. You can be a good steward. To make sure you support your parish community, online giving ensures
you can give on a regular basis.

1. You can manage your own money. Set up an account through either your checking account or
credit cards. You can make changes without having
to contact the office.
2. You can give to second collections online. Do you
ever see the basket going around for the second

Thank you for your commitment to MQP! Visit
www.maryqueenofpeace.org & try E-Giving!
13
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Deacon Eddy Beckendorf: Serving the Lord at MQP
From Page 1

the hungry, sheltering the homeless, visiting
the sick and imprisoned and alms to the poor,
all committed to and performed in prayerful
trust in God, our Savior and Spirit by the parishioners and community of Mary, Queen of
Peace.
“I immersed myself in prayerful
appreciation and
thankfulness to our
Lord for our assignment to Mary,
Queen of Peace, for
the parishioners
and the school
community. My life
has been increasingly blessed with
each footstep I
have had within Mary, Queen of Peace. During
our 10 years here, I have been the recipient of
prayers and prayer intentions and petitions,
none more so then when I was diagnosed with
cancer in 2008. In the eight months of my treatments and surgeries I knew the presence of our
Lord in the prayers offered for us and the cards
and notes from so many at Mary, Queen of
Peace. This parish community lives our Lord’s
message of Mercy and thrives in the Grace of
God in charity and humility.”
Deacon Eddy credits much of his spiritual
journey to his Guardian Angel – and his angel of
a wife, Susan. “As a child I worked my Guardian
Angel pretty hard. There were times when she
must have wanted to trade me in for a child that
was less rebellious,” he said. “In fifth grade I
found Susan, my earth angel, an answer to my
prayers, which I sang about for many years before. Yes, the song Earth Angel by the Penguins
(1954) was near and dear to my heart as a child
and a dream come true when our Lord delivered
Susan to me. Without my angels I would not
have made it to diaconate formation.”
Deacon Eddy’s journey to the diaconate
started in 1988. “When we applied to the diaconate, we could not have applied without our
children's prayerful input,” he said. During his

Deacon
Eddy and
Susan
Beckendorf,
left, with
their children and
grandchildren,
above.

25th anniversary celebration during 11:30 Mass on January 15,
Deacon Eddy gave credit to Keri, Klint and Kasey. “Keri, for exhibiting for me the gift of loving people from the inside. Kasey,
who at the age of 7 recommended me for diaconate formation
and Klint, who at 13 years of age agreed to take on the responsibility for the well-being of Keri and Kasey while Susan and I attend diaconate classes on every Tuesday and Thursday night
for three and one-half years. Our Lord provided the path on
which our family journeyed together to ordination on December 21, 1991.”
It was certainly a family journey, he said, acknowledging
that Klint “agreed to place Keri and Kasey before his wants and
became the sprocket that held the wheel in place as we journeyed through formation as a family united in Christ and in
each other.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed to have Deacon Eddy
Beckendorf sharing his love for the Lord and for all of us in this
parish community we call home.
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Are you looking
for meaning?

A

re you seeking something in life? Do you wonder what
the deeper meaning of life is all about?
If so, Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church has a
journey you will want to take. Starting in Lent 2017,
we will invite you to be part of “Encountering Christ,” a journey
that leads you examine yourself, your life, and your relationship
with the mystery we call God.
There are four “invitations” of 5 weeks each:
 Searching for meaning
 Opening your heart to God’s grace
 Discovering Jesus
 Learning to live in His way
Often, it seems, it is hard to connect what we hear in Mass to
our daily spiritual journey. Encountering Christ was developed
by the Stewardship office of the Archdiocese of New Orleans to
help each person make that connection.








Encountering Christ is for ….





Families
Single
Divorced
Married without children
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Find out more at
Encounteringchristblog.wordpress.com
AND
Join the kickoff on February 22 at 6 p.m.
with Mass, Meal, and a Meeting!

Those who have never taken Bible studies
Those who have taken Bible studies
Widowed
Homebound
Married, with two faith backgrounds
Anyone who wants to find meaning to life!
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LABEL GOES HERE

COMING UP AT MQP
February 5: Knights of Columbus Super Bowl Gumbo
sale.

April 14: Good Friday. Outdoor Stations of the
Cross, 1:30 p.m. Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion, 3 p.m.

February 11: Celebrating 25th and 50th wedding
anniversaries, 5 p.m. Mass, with reception.

April 15: Easter Vigil, 8 p.m.

February 22: Mass, Meal, and Meeting - Introducing
‘Encountering Christ.’ Mass at 6 p.m., followed by a
meal. Child care provided.

April 16: Easter. Masses at 7:30, 9:30, and 11:30
a.m. No 6 p.m. Mass.

March 1: Ash Wednesday: Masses at 7 a.m., 9 a.m.,
Noon, and 7 p.m. Collection for the poor.

During the Lenten season, beginning March 1, we
will have a 6 p.m. Mass each evening, with Confessions 30 minutes beforehand.

March 6-8: Lenten Mission with Deacon Larry Oney, 7
p.m. each evening. “Discovering, Entering, and Walking in Your Divine Mission.” Child care provided.

The Knights of Columbus will have their Lenten fish
fry each Friday during Lent from 5 to 7:30 p.m. Watch
the bulletin for details.

March 31: School Golf Tournament.

During Holy Week, beginning April 11, we will
have Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. and Evening
Prayer at 5:30 p.m. Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. We will have Morning Prayer on Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday at 8:30 a.m.

April 13: Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7
p.m., followed by Adoration until Midnight.

See our website for more information.
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