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INSIDE
Save the date:
November 29:
That’s when you
can say
“#iGiveCatholic”
to support Mary, Queen of Peace
and the idea of “giving Catholic” on
Giving Tuesday.
See more on Page 3 and Page 13.
+++
Details,
Details,
Details:
Where are
we and
where are we headed as a parish
community?
Find our annual report on parish
income and expenditures,
Pages 5-11.
+++
Wondering about Christmas Mass
times? See the back page.

Annual Report: 2015-2016

Time, Talent, Treasure:
Telling our story

T

here are plenty of stories to
be told in our parish family.
Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church is home to
nearly 2,000 families, and each of you
has your own story to tell. But we also
have our common story, the story we
share as the people of God.
In this issue, you will read the story
of how we are living as good stewards

of our time, talent, and treasure, with
a special look at our financial picture
from the 2015-2016 fiscal year.
Beneath the numbers in our financial story is the heart of our parish,
the generosity of so many who want
to keep Mary, Queen of Peace a vibrant home where we can encounter
Jesus and discover the joy of living
as His disciple.

Stewards of the Month

August: Ida Estopinal

I

da Estopinal’s philosophy is this: “If you need
something done, give it
to a busy person.”
Ida is busy indeed! And
she always gets things
done—with a cheerful heart
and ready smile.
Ida helps set up for daily
Mass, teaches in the Parish
School of Religion, serves as an Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion, helps with Children’s Liturgy, welcomes new parishioners and
much more!
Why is Ida so busy?
Because she loves the Lord, and He loves her
back. Ida calls Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church her home, and she feels blessed to share
her many gifts and talents with the place where
she encounters Jesus and finds great joy.
“It all comes from my heart,” she says. If there
are others reasons that keep Ida so busy, she is
too humble to say. “It’s all between God and me.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is blessed that Ida shares
God’s love with all she meets, and she encourages
others to do the same. The more you give back,
the more you receive, for the Lord loves a cheerful giver!

September: Anne Bitterwolf

A

nne Bitterwolf started her
ministry in the Catholic
Church long ago. She initially
gave of herself as a Catholic
school teacher at Immaculata High
School in Marrero, where she taught for
15 years.
After meeting her husband, Mark, and
marrying, they both became parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace. Feeling the
need to continue her devotion and ministry for Christ and others, Anne became involved with
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School as a room mother for
her two boys.
Thomas is now an 8th-grader at St. Paul’s, and Daniel is in
seventh grade. Anne said she particularly enjoys getting to
know all the students; she has “loved being a room mother,”
she says.
Anne broadened her role when she became School Board
President for MQP. She and her husband also maintain the
nice garden in front of the school, and Mark often helps
with carline, too.
Anne is most happy as a member of the Sunshine Committee, she says, which helps family members with life’s
stresses, providing meal and comfort in times of need.
She also enjoys coordinating the Mothers’ Mass in May.
She loves it because of how it relates to the love she has for
her own mother. “That means everything to me.” She feels
she has been fortunate in her life and loves her role as wife
and mother. She feels blessed to be a part of MQP, and MQP
is blessed to have her here sharing her God-given gifts!

October: Elizabeth Bellipanni
Elizabeth Bellipanni is our October Steward of the
Month. Elizabeth has been visiting the residents of
Heritage Manor nursing home since 1996, when Fr.
William O’Donnell, our first pastor, trained her to
bring Communion to the residents there.
In those 20 years, Elizabeth has touched many
lives, bringing the love of Jesus to those who often
feel alone and on the margins.
But, she says, in the end she is the one who has
been touched and blessed by these two decades of
living God’s mercy.
“These are the people who can’t give back,” she
said. “What greater honor is there than to bring the

Eucharist to them? When you have Jesus,
you have everything.”
Elizabeth said she always goes in the
rooms to introduce herself if she sees a
new face. “I visited one lady and I asked,
“Are you Catholic,” and she said, “I wish I
was. … And we took care of that.”
Elizabeth continues to share God’s gifts
with others every day, whether serving at
Heritage Manor or in her life as a Catholic. Mary, Queen of Peace is thankful to Elizabeth for living
as a witness to discipleship.
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Give Catholic:
Support our
summer
mission trip
On November 29, Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church will take part in
#iGiveCatholic on #GivingTuesday. The online giving day helps raise awareness of giving to Catholic causes. Mary, Queen of Peace will use funds collected on November 29 to finance a mission trip to the Fr. Beiting Appalachian Mission Center, which serves the poor of eastern Kentucky. Youth entering 9th grade and older are invited to take part. Space is limited, so contact
the office soon.
If you would like to help support the mission trip, please give generously on
November 29. The trip for 12 to 15 people is estimated to cost approximately
$5,000 for transportation, food, and the $75 fee per person. Each volunteer
group is also asked to make at least a $300 contribution to the Mission Center.

Flood Relief:
Loving our neighbors
On August 13-14, Baton Rouge and surrounding areas were inundated with floodwaters. Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church responded generously, with parishioners providing hundreds of items to assist those
in need. A large crew of parishioners, including members of the Knights of Columbus, also responded by gutting and cleaning homes of those who were in need of help. Thank you for living as true disciples of the Lord!
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Spanish Prayer Group
Mass was celebrated in Spanish at Mary, Queen of Peace
Church on September 9. Father Angel Diaz presided over the
Mass and was joined by Deacon Carlos Ramirez of St. Margaret Mary Church in Slidell. During the Mass, Father Angel
blessed all of the children in attendance for a successful new
school year. This Mass also marked the 10-year anniversary
of the Spanish Prayer Group at Mary, Queen of Peace Church.
After the Mass, the Spanish Prayer Group shared a meal and
fellowship.
The first installment of a Spanish Faith Formation course
was held in the Parish Center on September 13, and the group
is studying the catechism. About 30 people are taking the
course. There are eight Spanish Faith Formation classes remaining. The class meets the second Tuesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at the MQP Parish Center.
The Spanish Prayer Group continues to offer U.S. citizenship
classes and tutoring English to those interested every Friday
at 7 p.m. at the MQP Parish Center. Parishioners Linda and
Dexter Williams are teaching the classes. For more information about the Spanish Prayer Group, call Petra Madrigal at
985-867-0944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985-624-5532.

Blessed are the pets
The annual Blessing of the Animals took place at
Feeding the hungry
Mary, Queen of Peace on October 1 in honor of St.
Francis of Assisi’s feast day on October 4. Msgr.
A food drive for the Food Bank
Bill Bilinsky blessed the pets of all those who
brought in hundreds of pounds of
gathered on a beautiful fall day. The blessing takes food to feed the hungry. Thank you!
place on the Saturday closest to the feast day.
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Where
we’ve
been ...

$2,500,000.00

$2,000,000.00

$1,500,000.00

$1,000,000.00

M

$500,000.00
ary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church is grow$0.00
ing strong. In
Total Church Income:
Total Church
Net Increase in Cash:
the 2015-2016 fiscal year,
$2,213,951.90
Expenditures:
$86,463.89
$2,127,488.01
133 new families registered
with our parish family, and
we reached out to them with
$700,000.00
our usual warm embrace.
We paid down more on our
$600,000.00
debt, purchased new chairs for
our meeting rooms to make
$500,000.00
you more comfortable, added
Parish Loan Balance
new blinds in some of our
$400,000.00
rooms to facilitate video-based
Bible studies, and — thanks to
$300,000.00
the generosity of many
#iGiveCatholic donors—
$200,000.00
completed landscaping for our
$100,000.00
Mary Garden in front of the
Parish Center.
$0.00
A new phone system was inJuly 1, 2015: $581,506.44
June 30,2016: $311,017.09
stalled in the office to serve
you better, and we are in the
midst of completing an update to our parish database, with
many thanks to those who helped with this undertaking!
In addition, Formed.org, a web-based program, was added as
an online faith formation tool to help us connect with the Lord
in our busy lives. If you haven’t tried it yet, see our website for
details.
Meanwhile, our expenditures, continue to increase as we
look at maintaining our parish facilities, with an aging air conditioning system in the Parish Center and other capital expenses on the horizon.
Your generosity and good stewardship are the key to keeping MQP a vibrant Catholic community — thank you!
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Annual Report: 2015-2016
INCOME

Ordinary Income, 2014-2015: $1,789,160.95

Extraordinary Income: $244,650.16

Fleur de Fall: $80,000
12%

5%

Interest Earned on Funds on Deposit:
$1,746.81

33%

Donations, Legacies: $67,450.00
21%

Clarion Herald Subscriptions: $1,815
Religious Education Income: $50,486
27%
1%

Miscellaneous: $30,898.35

1%
Mass Stipends: $12,254

Extraordinary Income, 2014-2015: $279,838.30
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INCOME

Archdiocesan Second Collections: $94,402

World Mission: $20,428

22%

29%

Catholic Relief Services: $6,319
Peter's Pence: $6,163
7%
6%

11%

Catholic Charities: $7,042

Holy Land: $3,358
Black and Indian Mission: $4,146

7%
5%

5%

4%

4%

Catholic Communications: $4,294
Campaign for Human Development: $4,949

Retirement Fund for Religious: $10,509
Extra-Diocesan: $27,194

Total Church Income: $2,213,951.90

1% 1%
11%

4%

Ordinary Income: $1,829,958.36
Extraordinary Income: $244,650.16
Second Collections: $94,402
Increase in Debt: $19,934.59

83%

Money on Deposit: $25,006.79

Total Church Income, 2014-2015: $2,240,360.87
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Annual Report: 2015-2016
EXPENDITURES

Personnel/Parish Expenses/Assessments:
$1,650,888.98
Personnel: $544,485.28
Sanctuary expenses: $33,793.47
Costs of votives, religious goods, etc.:
$6,895.21
Church office costs (Printing, etc):
$45,950.58
Household expenses: $12,694.65
1%

Utilities: $96,040.21

20%

Janitorial supplies: $38,487.26

33%
1%

Automobile expenses: $14,400

3%

Ordinary repairs: $29,097

17%

Miscellaneous: $43,966.82

6%

3% 3% 3%

2%

0%
1%
2% 1%

2%

Social welfare ministry: $41,776.15

3%
Religious education expenses:
$47,303.04
School financial support: $282,209.59
Insurance: $47,922.40
Interest paid on debt: $19,934.59
Archdiocesan assessment:
$327,852.12
Clarion Herald: $18,080.61
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Annual Report: 2015-2016
EXPENDITURES
Second Collection Payments to Archdiocese:
$94,402
World Mission: $20,379

Catholic Relief Services: $6,124
Peter's Pence: $6,163
22%

29%

Catholic Charities: $7,042
6%

Holy Land: $3,358

7%

11%

5%

5%

4%

4%

Black and Indian Missions: $4,146

7%

Catholic Communications: $4,343

Campaign for Human
Development: $4,949
Retirement Fund for Religious:
$10,509
Other extra-diocesan payments:
$27,389

Total Church Expenditures:
$2,127,488.01

Personnel: $544,485.28

13%

0%

5%

Other parish expenditures:
$760,470.97

26%

4%

Diocesan assessments (with
Clarion): $345,932.73

16%

Archdiocesan Second Collections:
$94,402
36%

Capital Expenditures: $7,370.68
Payment on Debt: $270,489.35
Deposited for Investment:
$104,337

Total Church Expenditures, 2014-2015: $2,172,263.41
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Annual Report: 2015-2016

Where we are ...

M

ary, Queen of Peace continues to be a
vibrant Catholic community where all
are welcome to encounter Jesus in
the liturgy, the sacraments, and in

one another.
Many of you answer the call to spread the Good
News of Jesus Christ by serving the poor, the
homebound, the lonely, and the hungry. In sharing
your financial blessings, you help change lives. In
sharing your blessings you:





Provide meals for the sick and the lonely
Form children and adults in the faith
Reach out to the poor and imprisoned
Give hope to the homeless

Thank you for all that you do!

Where we’re going ...

S

tarting in January,
some changes will be
made to help Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church become a better
steward of your treasure.
Online giving will be available through ParishSoft, offering you the opportunity to
schedule your giving and make
changes at any time. In addition, you
will be able to give online for any of our
special collections.
If you already give electronically, you
have the option of remaining as you are
or signing on with our online giving
program. Watch the bulletin for more
details!
In addition, we will begin sending
offering envelopes out quarterly starting in January instead of monthly.
Meanwhile, we have something special in store for the spring. A generous
donor has paid for a statue of Mary,
Queen of Peace to be placed in our cen-

ter garden.
The marble
statue, seen as a
clay model at
right, will add
something special to the entry
to our campus.
Mary, our Queen
of Peace, holding the
Prince of Peace, will welcome all who enter and
remind each of us that we
are embraced by the love
of Jesus and his mother,
Mary, Queen of Peace.
In her left hand, the
Blessed Mother holds an
olive branch to offer peace
to all who enter our campus.
Be sure to watch the
website and bulletin for
details.
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Annual Report: 2015-2016

How you can help ...
Annual Giving Per Family: 2016-2017*
2%
2% 1%

0%
$0: 852

4%

$1 to $100: 203

11%
40%

$101 to $500: 371

$501 to $1000: 246

12%

$1001 to $2000: 235
$2001 to $3000: 75
18%

$3001 to $4000: 44

10%

$4001 to $5000: 23

$5001 to $10,000: 40
More than $10,000: 11

* Based on envelopes, checks, and electronic giving

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church is your
home. It is the place where you are invited to
encounter Jesus and discover the joy of living as
his disciple.
In response, disciples live as good stewards of God’s gifts.
We are blessed to have so many good and generous stewards
at MQP. It is your generosity that helps change the lives of
those seeking God’s love; it is your kindness, mercy, and
compassion that make our parish a true family of faith.
Thank you for your good stewardship. For those who are
prayerfully considering how to give back to God for all the
blessings He has given to you, there are many ways to share
your time, talent, and treasure in your parish home.
Check our website for a variety of ways to make stewardship a way of life. Or call the office for more information on
offertory envelopes or online giving options.
For more detailed information, or if you have questions about our Annual Report, you are invited to a Q&A
session with Fr. John on November 17 at 7 p.m. in the
Parish Center.
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Good News,
Good Stewards!

W

e held our annual Ministry Fair in August, giving
parishioners a chance to
encounter Jesus and discover joy at Mary, Queen of Peace.
There are many ways to share your
God-given gifts at MQP: As ushers,
greeters, lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, and much
more.
There are Bible studies, rosary
groups, Adoration times, and more to
deepen your life of prayer.
And there are opportunities for Christian service such as our Haiti Solidarity
Partnership, Samaritan Center, St. Vincent
de Paul, Meals and More, and much, much
more!
Many thanks to all who organized, attended, signed up and cleaned up.
If you missed the Ministry Fair, check our
website for the latest information on how
to live as a good steward of your time, talent, and treasure.

Youth Lector
Scholarship

Are you in high school? Do you
feel called to proclaim the Word at
Mass? There is a new opportunity to
encourage high school students to
participate in the MQP Lector Ministry: A Youth Lector Scholarship. Candidates can be involved in other ministries too and still participate. Lector
openings are available on Sundays,
Saturday Vigil Mass, or at daily Mass
on Saturdays, holidays or during the
summer!
Eligibility is open to MQP Youth
Lector Ministry members who are in
any private/public school or home
school high school class. If funding is

available, more than one scholarship may be awarded or the fund
may build for subsequent years,
per the pastor’s discretion.
Some of the goals of this scholarship program are to provide a
financial incentive to attract active youth ministry members, instill a lifelong dedication to active
parish ministry participation and
expand scholarships to multiple
recipients and other ministries
but most importantly, to grow
and foster spiritual enrichment
and leadership in teens. Anyone
can make a donation! If you are
interested in supporting this
scholarship program, donations
may be made out to: “Mary Queen
12

t’Jacques Guillot was presented with
the first Youth Lector scholarship this
summer. He is pictured with his parents, Jacques and Jacqueline and Fr.
John.

of Peace” and mailed or dropped
off at the Parish center in an envelope marked, “Youth Lector Scholarship”.

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

Cougars keeping
their cool

M

ary,
Queen
of
Peace
Catholic School has
been laughing,
learning, praying,
and playing from
summer through
fall. As we move
through the school
year, we are learning not only for the
head but also for the
heart, taking part in
Christian service
activities, caring for
one another, and being formed as disciples of the Lord.

Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic School will take part in the
#iGiveCatholic online giving day on November 29. Proceeds will
be used to help fund “Peace Park.” For information, visit igivecatholic.org
13

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

Saying yes to the dress
changed her life

S

usan Bloom and her sewing circle are busy again making colorful dresses for little girls in Haiti. “Through the
amazing grace of God I started with the Dress a Girl
Around the World program in September 2015, when
Sister Marina Aranzabal sent an e-mail asking for seamstresses
to sew dresses for the girls of Haiti,” Susan said, adding that Sr.
Marina told her: “The girls of St Benoit needed at least one
dress to their name.” Susan replied to that email, thinking, “Sure
I can sew a few sundresses for children,” though she adds she
didn’t think of herself as a seamstress. “I had recently lost my
husband of 40 years, and also my job. My self- esteem was low
and I felt useless.
“After saying yes to Sister Marina’s request she asked if I
could gather the ladies that replied to her e-mail so we could
make a plan. I had no idea I would be the coordinator. Again,
God answers prayers in His way not ours. This project not only
helped me personally by turning grief into a rewarding experience, but more importantly helped these young children who
were in need of clothing.”
Currently, 24 people that have contributed to the project in
the past year. “Since that first meeting a year ago, some really
amazing team work has taken place. Several of the ladies that
volunteered to sew could not because of health issues or other
demands. Even though they could not sew they were determined to pitch in and help in other ways with this ministry. They were determined to dress these young girls so they
helped to iron seams, donate new 100 per cent cotton fabric,
and previously used curtain and upholstery fabric they had
from curtains, and monetary donations.”
Susan is happy to say that “Our team provided 240 of God’s
best dresses with a shirt and undergarments for each dress that
was delivered to St. Benoit during the MQP visit last March. We
also provided some boys clothing and a few totes. Our hope
and dream is to grow this program and deliver even more
dresses, totes, boys clothing, socks, tennis shoes when our MQP
travel team travels to St Benoit, Haiti in 2017.”
If you would like to help with this project, volunteer your sewing talents or donations of new or used fabric. “We
need flannel fabric for baby blankets or 100 percent cotton to
be used for dresses or to back a baby blanket, children’s tennis
shoes, socks, children’s t shirts, undergarments and of course
monetary donations,” Susan said.
She is inspired by the words of Jesus in the Gospel: ‘Truly I
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
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and sisters
of mine,
you did for
me.’ Matthew 25
“To help
dress the
youth of
our sister
parish is very rewarding for me. It helps to
respond to the cry of the poor and take the
focus off of me and my worries. It gives me
joy to sew a dress, baby blanket or tote and I
also pray for each child and their family as I
sew. I think of the warmth the baby blanket
will bring to a baby and the joy that the
mother will have to be able to cuddle her
baby.
“When I sew a dress I think and pray for
the girl that will be wearing the dress and
the self-esteem she will have to be able to
cover her body with a cute dress. When I
make a tote I think of the long journey the
person will have walking up a mountain and
the convenience of being able to have a tote
to carry their small treasures. It chokes me
up because I know God’s hand has been in
this journey with me. When I lost my job my
biggest concern was to be able to help the
charities I helped. Through my generous
family and friends, our Lord has used me in
an awesome way and has provided me with
the requirements I needed to fulfill this ministry. Most of all, I want to thank Sister Marina for sending the e-mail in search for
seamstresses and I thank God for answering
‘Yes’ to sewing dresses.”

Encounter Jesus. Discover Joy.

Showing Mercy

Parish School of Religion
The Parish School of Religion started the year off
with Mass and has been keeping busy as teachers
and parents work hard to make disciples of our
young Church. For information on PSR, call 985-6749794.

Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic
Church presented
its final two
speakers for the
Year of Mercy,
with Fr. Charlie
Latour, OP, above
speaking about
allowing God’s
Mercy into our lives, and David and Kate Dawson,
above with Fr. John and Fr. Ian, speaking of the
need for mercy in marriage.

Congratulations to our
Deacons in formation!
Ellis Iverson and Steve Sperier were installed
as lectors recently as part of their diaconate
formation. Please continue to keep Ellis,
Steve, and their families in your prayers.
Pictured: Michelle and Ellis Iverson; Deacon Timothy Jackson; Ella and Emma
Sperier; Steve Sperier; Deacon Eddy Beckendorf; Lori Sperier; and Fr. John
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CHRISTMAS
MASS TIMES:
+++

Christmas Eve:
4 p.m.
(church and cafeteria)
6 pm (change from past)
Midnight
Christmas Day:
8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
All are welcome!

You can dress up
or dress down,
just make sure you
don’t miss out on
our 10th annual
Fleur-de-Fall on
November 12. The
VIP party starts at
5 p.m., just after
the Vigil Mass,
which will be moved to 4 p.m. for this occasion.
We will have good food, great music by Four Unplugged,
silent and live auction surprises, and the grand prize raffle
for a brand new Ford Fiesta! Visit fleurdefall.com for tickets.
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