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ROUND-UP FOR JESUS

Whatsoever you do …
Many of our parishioners try, show,
and live God’s mercy by caring for
the least of our brothers and
sisters.
Page 8-9

The blessing of going back
Report from Haiti: Visiting our sister parish, St. Benoit. Page 12.
RCIA: A journey to peace
How becoming Catholic can change
your life. Page 3.

W

e had a Barnyard Roundup
for Vacation
Bible School in
June. Our youngsters learned
all about how much Jesus loves
them, and they loved Him back
with songs, crafts, and more.
See more pictures, Page 10.

Stewards of the Month

T

May: Tony Pastorello

Y

ony Pastorello leads our
Haiti Partnership and
shares his time and talent
in many ways. “My love for
the Catholic religion began 22 years
ago when my wife and I were married at Holy Angels Catholic Church
in River Ridge,” he said.
“The odd thing is: I was not a
Catholic! My fondness of the Catholic religion grew as our children received their sacraments of Baptism,
Reconciliation and Communion. My passion for the
Catholic faith began, however, when my family and
I became parishioners of Mary, Queen of Peace in 2006.
Shortly after, I attended RCIA because I wanted to be a
Catholic, too! We had attended the Ministry Fair yearly
and I knew there was a place for me. As a devoted
Catholic, I joined the Knights of Columbus, taught PSR,
joined the Haiti Ministry, and became a member of the
Pastoral Council. I have a powerfully spiritual connection to the Haiti Ministry. I have traveled to Haiti for the
last three years. Each visit , I feel an even deeper connection to the people and the culture.”
I am honored to be named MQP Steward of the
Month , however, I believe that I am only a tool of God’s
work therefore God deserves all the credit. I hope that I
have and continue to inspire more people to do the
same.”
Mary, Queen of Peace is honored to have Tony Pastorello and family as part of our family of faith.

N

July: Jim Gibbens

ou might say our
July Steward of the
Month is a hidden
“Jim.”
Jim Gibbens has been a
parishioner of Mary, Queen
of Peace for 14 years, since
he retired and moved to the
north shore.
He has been faithfully
setting up for daily Masses for about five years, since
John Maloney trained him.
He has everything ready for the presider so that
things run smoothly.
“It’s the least I can do, to give thanks for everything
I have been blessed with,” he said. “I use the talents I
have been given.”
Jim said he grew up in Houma in a close Catholic
family and always learned the importance of giving
back to God.
“This is a good parish,” he said of Mary, Queen of
Peace, and he is happy to do his part to make it a vibrant place to call home.
Mary, Queen of Peace, meanwhile, is blessed to
have people like Jim Gibbens, who quietly serves the
Lord by sharing his gifts out of gratitude for all of his
blessings.
Mary, Queen of Peace can always use some more
hidden “gems.” If you are looking for a way to share
your gifts, call the office at 985-626-6977.

June: Sam and Nettie Burguieres

ettie and Sam Burguieres have been
good stewards of God’s grace for many
years. Here is their story:
“When we married 22 years ago, we
knew that God, in His amazing grace, had done
great things for us. He had saved us from the effects
of poor choices as young adults. All we needed to
do was to submit to Him, and His awesome plan of
salvation through Jesus Christ.
“Today, in continuing gratitude, we look for
where God is working and join in. We believe God
is not so much interested in our abilities, but our
availability. Our involvement in 12-Step Recovery
has led us to leadership in the Substance Addiction

Ministry, (SAM). We also join in
the Lord’s work as Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion,
the Prison Ministry, the choir,
and as a marriage preparation
couple. We continue to be humbled by the opportunities God
has given us.”
And Mary, Queen of Peace
Catholic Church is grateful for
the gifts Nettie and Sam share
with their parish family!
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RCIA: A journey to peace and happiness

E

veryone has a story. For Diane
Carter and Lori Marcus, their stories
share a common thread: Their journey to joy in the Catholic Church.

Diane Carter
For Diane, a simple invitation changed her
life.
More than a year ago, a friend invited her
to attend Mass at Mary, Queen of Peace; since
then, nothing has been quite the same.
“I walked in and I could
feel the presence of God. I
couldn’t believe it; I felt so at
home. I couldn’t wait to
come back.”
Diane is back, she is home,
and she is at peace.
Not long after that first
Mass, when Diane knew her
hunger had found a place to
be satisfied, someone mentioned the RCIA
program. The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults is a journey through the faith, leading
non-Catholics through a process of learning
about the faith so that they can embrace it at
the Easter Vigil.
“It was a whole new experience for me,”
Diane said. “Every class was eye-opening. It’s
amazing how God puts everything in order.”
Diane was baptized Presbyterian as a child
but went to Baptist churches growing up,
eventually attending the Church of God. But
none of those touched her heart. “Nothing
made me feel at home,” she said. “ I felt something was missing.”
After a divorce, she said, “I knew I had to
get back to God. I tried other churches, but I
didn’t find what I needed.”
That’s when she got the invitation that
changed everything.
Her journey through RCIA “changed me,”
she said. “I began to look at things differently.
I knew I had God with me, taking care of me. I
learned to listen and quit worrying about
things.”
“It has been amazing, and it is still that
way,” she said.
She made a Profession of Faith at the Easter

Vigil in March and was welcomed into the Church; it was among
the most wonderful nights she had experienced, she said. “They
told us all along it would be awesome,” she said, but she could
not have imagined how awesome it would truly be.
“I didn’t quit smiling the whole time.”
Diane found the home she needed when she would need it
most, she said. Not long after Easter, she was diagnosed with
ovarian cancer, and she is fighting it with great calm and deep
faith.
“God knew I would need a family and they would take care of
me and look after me, “ she said. “It has been just unbelievable.
This is my family.
“I am at peace … with whatever God’s will may be.”
Lori Marcus
“RCIA was one of the best experiences of my life,” said Lori Marcus, who was baptized at the
Easter Vigil and could not say
enough wonderful things about
the program, the DRE (Jewell
Bayhi, “I will be forever grateful
to her!”), and all those she met
along the way. “I've grown so
much in my Christian faith because of it. I met some of the best
people you could ever meet and
learned so much more than I ever
thought possible.”
One of her favorite memories
was the RCIA retreat on the Saturday before Palm Sunday. “It
was just such a great day in every
way.”
Lori’s husband, Steven, was her sponsor, “which was such an
awesome thing! We always had a close marriage, but because of
this journey we are even closer and our children have been
there for us every step of the way supporting us.”
Lori agreed with Diane that the summit of it all was the

Easter Vigil. “Being baptized an adult was the most spiritual and closest to God I've ever felt in my life. My emotions were uncontrollable, but in such a good way.”
______________________________________

If you are interested in learning more about RCIA or the Catholic
faith, contact the office at 985-674-9794 or email Jewell Bayhi at
jbayhi@maryqueenofpeace.org
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News & Notes

Knights of Columbus News

T

he 3rd and 4th Degree
Knights of Columbus
held their respective
installations (at
far right) and
awards dinners in June.
Lee Guichard was presented with The 3rd Degree
Knights of Columbus
the Knight of honored the clergy at
the Year
their installation dinaward for his ner in June. Fr. Ian
parochial
service. He is Bozant,
vicar, is pictured at
pictured with left with Dexter WilGrand Knight liams, Recorder.
Steve
Fradella.
At right, Clement Lescale was
presented with the Sir Knight of
the Year award for his service.
He is pictured with Bill McCrossen. For information on the Knights of Columbus, call 985-626-6977.

Caring for the sick: A new parish nurse helps out
Valerie Englehardt, R.N., has served as Parish
Nurse at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
Church for eight years now.
She offers guidance on many health-related
issues, ensures that staff and volunteers are
trained in CPR, makes sure our AEDs are
ready when needed, writes a health tip for
the bulletin and never fails to offer a kind and
listening ear.
Valerie now has some help! Brandi Talamo,
R.N., will also serve as a Parish Nurse for
Mary, Queen of Peace. Brandi and her husband, Ty, have been parishioners since 2009.

They have three children—Sophia,
Andrew, and Stella.
Brandi is looking forward to sharing her gifts with her parish family.
“Being a nurse is truly a gift from
God,” she said. “It has given me
many opportunities to carry out
and fulfill my calling.
“I have an overwhelming sense of
Valerie Englehardt and
joy in knowing that this preBrandi Talamo.
cious gift
allows me to serve the Lord while being his hands and feet
on earth.”
We are blessed that she serves the Lord here at MQP!
Brandi can be reached at 504-430-7894.
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Merciful
like the Father

S

r. Marina
Aranzabal, STJ,
led a retreat for
women in May,
leading the
group in prayer
to be “Open to
God’s Mercy.”
Songs, such as
“Loving and
Forgiving,” and
scriptures such
as Jesus giving
sight to the
blind, combined
to help all who
attended feel
the power of
God’s merciful love.
Other readings included the Pardon of
the Sinful Woman and
the Woman Caught in
Adultery. The women
then were led through
a reflection in which
they placed themselves
in the story and felt
God’s love.
Sr. Marina also led
the group through the
Spiritual and Corporal
Works of Mercy.
The three little words to remember, Sr. Marina said, were “Do not judge.” And be merciful as the Father is merciful.
“We reflected on the mercy of God and we came away refreshed. On a rainy day, Sr. Marina brought sunshine into our hearts,” said Loren Levet.
For information on the Women’s Spirituality group, email Sr. Marina at sistermarinastj@hotmail.com
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Our Catholic School

Crowning achievements

T

he end of the
school year
brought some
wonderful memories, a highlight of which
was the May Crowning of
the Blessed Mother. Fr. Ian
Bozant organized a beautiful ceremony that included
readings, a procession, and
the crowning of Mary.

Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic
School presents the Fiat award each
year to the 7th-grader who exemplifies the Blessed Mother’s “yes.” Kate
Rush, above, received the Fiat award
at the 7th-grade promotion ceremonies in May.
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Witnessing with Joy

THANK
YOU!

M

ary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church gave
thanks for its many generous volunteers with a
luncheon on April 17 (with a special guest appearance by Fr. Ronnie Calkins, our former pastor). Our parish is a vibrant community of faith because so
many share your gifts so generously. Please save the date for
next year’s appreciation luncheon: April 30, 2017, after
11:30 Mass.
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Visiting the imprisoned:
The joy of showing mercy

T

By Mike Holland

he prison ministry at Rayburn Correctional
Center began in January 2005, when a Protestant friend urged me
to start a Catholic presence at the prison. I was
initially reluctant to do so since I had never before done
this type of evangelization.
My initial concerns were quickly overcome when I met
a small group of Catholic inmates who wanted someone
to bring the Eucharist and the Word of God to them.
One month later, John Maloney joined me and together
we started a Communion service and Bible study for a
small congregation of
eight men. Concurrently,
a deacon was assigned by
ST. TAMMANY
the Archdiocese of New
PARISH JAIL
Orleans, and together we
began a visitation each
Parishioner Toni Henry, who Wednesday evening.
John and I would cover
passed away in June,
the first, third and fifth
started our ministry to the week. The deacon covparish jail.
ered the second and
Deacon Timothy Jackson fourth week. This schednow visits inmates there, ule is still in effect now
along with parishioners such 12 years later.
As word spread
as Paula and David Assaf,
through the prison, our
who assist with music
small group slowly grew
during Masses that are
from the initial 8 to 20,
offered at the jail.
then 30, and now in“I am just there to be a wel- cludes 40 to 50 men. Our
come face to the men and ministry team also grew.
Jimmy Dykes joined us in
women,” Paula said.
2008, Tom Schwaner in
2012, and this year Sam
Burguieres became our
latest team member.
In 2007, the warden asked me to become a board
member of the state Prison Chapel Foundation, based in
Baton Rouge. Under the auspices of the foundation, an
ecumenical group of local volunteers raised $650,000 to
build a 7100-square-foot chapel on the grounds of the
prison. Through the MQP tithing fund and Fr. Ronnie
Calkins’ leadership, Mary Queen of Peace was a contributor to the success of this project. Archbishop Alfred
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Parishioners Sam Burguieres, Jimmy Dykes, Mike Holland,
and Tom Schwaner are regular visitors to the Rayburn Correctional Center in Angie.

Hughes was one of the speakers at the groundbreaking in 2007 and also one of two speakers at the dedication of the chapel in 2010.
During the past 12 years, we have been blessed by
many local priests who celebrated Mass for our
growing group of men.
In addition, we have been further blessed over the
years when archbishops including Philip Hannan,
Alfred Hughes, and Gregory Aymond celebrated Mass
for our Catholic prison congregation.
John, Jimmy, Tom, Sam, and myself are very blest to
bring Christ to the men at Rayburn. Each of us has
grown in the knowledge of our faith and the overwhelming mutual love of the men for our work.
We are brothers and surrogate fathers to our
prison congregation.

Witnessing with Joy

Caring for the sick:
‘What greater honor is there?’
Elizabeth Bellipanni has been visiting the residents of Heritage Manor nursing home since
1996, when Fr. William O’Donnell, our first
pastor, trained her to bring Communion to the
people there.
In those 20 years, Elizabeth has touched
many lives, bringing the love of Jesus to those
who often feel alone and on the margins.
But, she says, in the end she is the one who
has been touched and blessed by these two
decades of living God’s mercy.
“These are the people who can’t give back,”
she said. “What greater honor is there than to
bring the Eucharist to them? When you have
Jesus, you have everything.”
Elizabeth said she always goes in the rooms
to introduce herself if she sees a new face. “I
visited one lady and I asked, “Are you Catholic,” and she said, “I wish I was. … And we took
care of that.”
About seven years ago, Elizabeth was joined
by Robert Smyczyinski, who gets more than he
gives, he said. “If I can bring smile to one of
these faces, it’s worth every minute.” Elizabeth and Robert make their

visits to Heritage
Manor after 8
a.m. Mass each
Sunday and also
for the 10 a.m.
Mass on Tuesdays.
On Fridays, Jane Robert Smyczyinski and Elizabeth Bellipanni with
Fr. Ian Bozant and Dr. Andrew Sanchez, a seminarBrown brings
ian who spent the summer with us.
Communion to
the residents of Windsor. After seeing the importance of
bringing Communion to the homebound when her late husband was ill, Jane said, “I just felt very much that I knew what
we got out of it and I knew it was important.”
As far as her ministry to the residents of the Windsor, she
added: “ I get much more than they get. They are so grateful,
and every Friday is a joy. They treat me like I am family. It is
the gratitude that just grabs you. They are so grateful to receive Communion. It’s all about sharing the gift.”
Robert Guise visits the residents of Brookdale on Wednesdays
along with parishioners Jack Leber, Harold Hinrichs, and
Bridget Dickson. “I’ve been doing this a couple of years,” Bob
said. “I used to go with Clarke Montgomery. It makes you feel
good to do something to help. When you see their faces, you
know they aren’t waiting for us; they are looking for the Lord.
It makes me feel good to know we can be with the people.”

Sheltering the homeless: Offering comfort & hope
MQP cares for the
homeless through
Family Promise of
St. Tammany —our
team at far right
hosted families in
our parish Center in
June and July — and
through our school
service program,
which made mats
for the homeless out
of plastic bags, right.
9

Encountering Jesus

Vacation Bible School:
Rounding ’em up
for the love of Jesus

We all had a hot time at Vacation
Bible School in June as children
learned songs and created crafts
and learned about Jesus. The
theme “Barnyard Roundup,” and
Jesus rounded everyone up in his
love! Many thanks to our great
volunteers!
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Spanish Prayer Group

M

ass was
celebrated in
Spanish
at Mary, Queen of
Peace Catholic Church
on May 13.
Father Angel Diaz
presided over the
Mass. Father Diaz has
been serving the
Northshore Hispanic community for two years.
After the Mass, the Spanish
Prayer Group shared a meal
and celebrated Father Angel’s
20th anniversary of his ordination.
For those interested in more
information about the Spanish
Prayer Group and the Spanish
Faith Formation classes, please
call Petra Madrigal at 985-8670944 or Elizabeth Ryan at 985624-5532. Thank you!

COMING UP! SAVE
THESE DATES:
August 7: We will honor our
high school graduates at 6 p.m.
Mass, with a reception to follow.
Call the office if you can attend:
985-626-6977.
August 8: PSR registration begins. MQPCS Packet Day.
August 10: First day of school.
August 18: “Forgiving Your
Spouse.” A Year of Mercy talk by
David and Kate Dawson, 7 p.m.
in the church.
August 20-21: Ministry Fair after
all Masses. Come find a place to
share your God-given gifts!
August 26: Amoris Laetitia presentation, 10 a.m.
September 9: Covenant of Love,
7 p.m.
September 14: Archdiocesanwide confessions, 7- 9 p.m.
October 9: Parish Picnic after
11:30 Mass, right here at MQP.
Food, fun and games for the
whole family.
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St. Benoit:
The blessing
of going back

T

he most important thing about
a mission trip to Haiti is making
a second mission trip to Haiti.
That’s what parishioner, Pastoral Council member, and St. Benoit supporter Kathy Cain said after returning
from her second trip to our sister parish.
“The first time I went was three years
ago, only the second year into the adoption of our sister parish,” she said. “ It
was an eye-opening experience. However, returning this year was a much
more profound experience.
“Seeing the changes and growth there that the
generosity of Mary, Queen of Peace parishioners
has made possible was exciting. But what I
didn't expect to feel was the heartfelt welcome
that the St. Benoit parishioners, my friends, gave
me. I learned that the most important part of a
mission trip is a subsequent visit. To go again is
to show how much you really care about the
people. It is one thing to go to see what it looks
like. It is quite another thing to go there to be
with the people, to share in their life. The
smiles, kisses, and warm embraces that welcomed me gave me so much more than I could
give them!”
Kathy was joined this year byMuguet Bolotte,
Clay Drewes, Sister Marina Aranzabal, and Tony
Pastorello. They were also accompanied by Pat
Veters, Martin Landrieu, and Rod Stieffel from
St. Dominic in Lakeview, which just recently
adopted Mt Carmel, a parish near St. Benoit.
The group arrived in Port au Prince with Monsignor Wildor Pierre, St. Benoit pastor, awaiting
their arrival. They brought a total of 15 bags
weighing in at 1,000 pounds, with shoes,
dresses, backpacks, vitamins, medicine, Bibles,
and other needed supplies.

After the 5-hour trek up the mountain, the group
arrived at St. Benoit, welcomed by the Pastoral
Council and parishioners of the church.
The next five days would be filled with visiting
classes, assessing the progress of construction, visiting the new high school, meeting with the Pastoral Council, and talking with parishioners and
employees of St. Benoit assessing their needs.
One special occasion included a visit from Cardinal
See Haiti, next page
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B

Blood Drive: Drop by
& save a life!

lood drives take place four times a year at Mary, Queen of
Peace. In addition to choosing family coverage, some blood donors have unselfishly chosen blood replacement for patients
who are in critical need of blood. As a result of our blood
drives, two children (and their families) have directly benefitted. Two of
these children are:
 Blake Grice, a one-year old boy who had heart-related surgery and
needed blood last year. He suffers from a form of dwarfism. Blake,
while still very ill, is not in need of blood at this time. He is trying to
get to Delaware for treatment. If he is accepted, he will receive a synthetic drug used in the treatment of Alzheimer’s, which has been
shown to help children like Blake in improving their respiratory and
brain functions.
 Sara Edler, an 8-year old girl, was diagnosed with leukemia in 2015.
She is receiving chemotherapy and spinal taps. Most times her hospital stays are 4 or 5 days. Her medical treatment can last 2-3 years.
Most are cured after this treatment – but a continuous supply is critical for her recovery. We can all be instrumental in her recovery by
donating blood.
The families of both of these critically ill children have written letters to
Mary, Queen of Peace, expressing their appreciation to our parishioners
for giving of themselves to help their children and grandchildren. We especially thank those who donate at every blood drive. Even if you are not
able to donate blood – please, please, please pray for these children and
their families.

Many people don’t realize that
when you donate blood, with component processing, your donation
helps as many as three people for
every pint you donate.
If you are not able to donate at any
of our Blood Drives, you can always
donate at The Blood Center on Hwy
22 (located on the side of
the Rouse's Supermarket). Just tell
them to credit the donation to Mary
Queen of Peace. This option is available any time you want to donate.
Our next Blood Drive is scheduled
for August 14 in the Parish Center.

Heart to heart with Haiti
From previous page

Chibly Langlois, who blessed the trip.
This trip was a little different from the past as they were
able to visit one of St. Benoit’s Chapels (St. Francis Xavier) to
inform them that a parish in New Orleans (St. Francis of Assisi
Uptown) would like to build them a new chapel to replace the
one destroyed in the earthquake.
Members of our MQP Haiti team were blessed to
“All of this has been made possible because of the support
meet Cardinal Chibly Langlois while at St. Benoit.
and annual trips from MQP and its parishioners,” said Tony
Pastorello, ministry leader. “Our commitment to St. Benoit has given hope not only to a parish in Haiti
but an entire community. I would like to thank Father John and the all the parishioners of MQP for your
continued support. At the end of the day I feel that the parishioners of St. Benoit with their love, prayers,
and appreciation have given us just as much as we have provided for them. Our parish always answers
the call and I am proud to be part of it!”
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A Pilgrimage
To Remember

S

r. Marina Aranzabal led a pilgrimage to Rome and
other sites in Italy
during the month of June.
She was joined by Fr. Kyle
Dave, Fr. Robert Cavalier,
and many of our parishioners and others, who
were deeply touched by
the sites, sounds, and
spirituality of all they encountered.
The pilgrimage to Rome
celebrated the Holy Year
of Mercy. During the pilgrimage, the group visited
several holy sites in Italy,
including Assisi, Padua,
Siena, and Monte Cassino.
They learned about the
lives of St. Francis, St.
Clare, St. Anthony, St.
Catherine, St. Benedict,
and St. Scholastica. The
highlight of the pilgrimage
was entering through the
holy door to St. Peter’s
and participating in a Jubilee Mass with Pope Francis at St. Peter’s Square on
June 12.
While in Rome, they visited the four major basilicas, the Colosseum, the
Sistine Chapel and the
catacombs of St. Callixtus.
“It was the most unbelieveable trip in the
world,” said parishioner
Jane Brown. “I have been
to Italy five times. I’ve
been to Mass with Pope
John Paul II twice – here
in New Orleans and at St.
Peter. It’s often hard to

revisit places. Either
you can’t regain the
same emotional energy of your first
visit, or you are saddened by the loss of
the person you were
with on prior visits.
Neither case affected
my trip. I was going
purely as a pilgrimage to bring myself
and those I love
closer to Christ.
“The whole pilgrimage was so emotional. Every town,
every Mass was so
spiritual because we
are at the tombs of all these saints. To walk through the Door of Mercy and have
Mass with the Pope, it was just like icing on the cake.”
Finally, Jane, an Oblate of St. Benedict, said: “To see Monte Cassino and the tomb of
St. Benedict, that was unbelievable!”
Cherie Erkel, our Pastoral Council president, made the pilgrimage with her husband, Chris, and she said it was a beautiful experience. The silence at the Mass at St.
Peter’s in the sea of people was amazing, she said.
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Pictures from around the parish
Mercy Talks: Fr. Buddy
Noel, far left, and Dr.
Daniella Zsupan-Jerome,
left with Jewell Bayhi
and Fr. Ian Bozant, were
part of our Year of
Mercy speaker series.
Save the date for August 18 at 7 pm, when
David and Kate Dawson
will speak on forgiveness in marriage.
Happy
Anniversary: We
honored couples
celebrating their
25th and 50th
anniversaries
during the vigil
Mass on April 16.
Our 2017 celebration will take
place Feb. 11.

Honoring the laity:
Congratulations to our
Order of St. Louis medallion recipients! Pictured
with Fr. John-Nhan Tran
and Archbishop Aymond
are Lynne and Matt Young
and Diane Romeo, who
accepted the posthumous
award for her husband,
Darrin.

Celebrating Corpus
Christi: With a procession and prayer service
on May 29.
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CENSUS UPDATE:
WHAT’S IT ALL
ABOUT?
In order to serve you better, Mary,
Queen of Peace Catholic Church invites you to access your information in our parish database. You can
check your phone numbers and
emails, make sure we have family
members correct, and upload a picture if you’d like.

SAVE THE DATE!

You can dress down or dress up — just remember to
step up and support your parish and school.
Don’t miss the Fleur de Fall, our annual fund-raiser,
on November 12!
Be on the lookout for information on our website and
in the bulletin.
Thanks!
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Visit https://
connectnow.parishsoft.com/
neworleans
If you have any questions or need
assistance, please call the office at
985-202-0232. We are happy to
help!

